
SPRING/SUMMER PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

Birds in Your Backyard
Wed., January 11, 6:30 p.m.
Online Virtual Meeting via Zoom
Also available via our YouTube channel.

What makes a yard wildlife friendly? 
How can you attract birds, and what 
are some common misconceptions 
about attracting them? Learn the  
answers to these questions and 
more. Holly Grant of Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology’s NestWatch program 
will explain how you can make your 
backyard the best it can be for the 
birds in your area and what you can 
do to help scientists learn more 
about them.
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Migratory Ungulates 
from the Intermountain 
West to the Arctic
Wed., March 8, 6:30 p.m.
Manlius Library
1 Arkie Albanese Ave., Manlius, N.Y.

Chloe Beaupre, a postdoc re- 
searcher at SUNY-ESF, will describe 
how human recreational activities 

VIRTUAL PROGRAMS
To join these meetings, please see 
the note at the end of this program 
list.

Birds of Australia
Wed., February 8, 6:30 p.m.
Online Virtual Meeting via Zoom

Expatriate R. Bruce Richardson offers 
photographs and fascinating stories 
from his yearlong birding trip across 
Australia, including material from 
his book, An Australian Birding Year. 
Described by Ken Kaufman as “one 
of the most remarkable characters 
in the birding world,” Richardson will 
greet us via Zoom from his home in 
Oz, in western Australia.

Join our Zoom Meetings!
Download the free Zoom program at 
https//zoom.us 

January Zoom:
Meeting ID: 980 2399 4704
Passcode: 869968
https://www.youtube.com/ 
@onondaga.audubon

Feb. and Apr. Meeting ID: 
998 8565 3241
Password: Ymo3Ymx 
BRGJ5UlFVbUEzZVprT0hWZz09

Winter Foraging and  
Central New York  
Songbirds 
Wed., May 10, 6:30 p.m.
Marcellus Free Library
32 Maple St., Marcellus, N.Y.

What do songbirds eat during the 
frigid winter months around the 
Finger Lakes and Central New York? 
Sam Krebs, a SUNY-ESF graduate 
student in wildlife ecology and man-
agement, will present his research on 
the role of staghorn sumac as a food 
source for wintering songbirds. His 
talk will also address important bird/
food interactions, how birds see and 
use ultraviolet light, and overall  
wintering ecology of our hardy up-
state New York songbirds.

Cavity Nesters!
Wed., April 12, 6:30 p.m.
Online Virtual Meeting via Zoom

Now retired from a 33-year teach-
ing career, Rick Bunting is professor 
emeritus from the Crane School of 
Music at SUNY Potsdam, where he 
was chair of music education and 
conductor of the renowned Crane 
Chorus. In his private life, Rick pur-
sued his love of birds by taking thou-
sands of incredible photos of them. 
Join us this evening for a journey into 
the amazing world of cavity nesters!

Bull Elk.
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Northern Flicker on a staghorn sumac.
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impact mule deer and elk in western 
Colorado, and how GPS tracking data 
are being used to better understand 
and conserve bighorn sheep in the 
intermountain west and barren-ground 
caribou in the Arctic.
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Join 
To become a member of Onondaga Audubon 
Society, please send your name, address, 
and a check for $15 payable to Onondaga 
Audubon Society to the address below. 
Chapter-only members receive The Kestrel 
newsletter. For information on National 
Audubon Society membership, please visit 
audubon.org. Joint members with National 
Audubon receive The Kestrel plus Audubon 
magazine.  

Volunteer  
If you would like to talk to a committee chair 
about how you might help, contact  
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com, and a 
representative will contact you.

 
Donate 
If you would like to help us achieve our 
mission, you can do so by mailing a check to: 
 
Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 620 
Syracuse, NY 13201 
 
Stay in touch 
Letters to the editor may be sent to 
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com or to the 
address above.

Visit our website: OnondagaAudubon.org

If you would like to receive The Kestrel 
by email only, please send your request to  
OAS.Membership@gmail.com.

If you would like to receive email  
reminders about public programs  
and field trips, send an email to  
OAS.Programs@gmail.com with the word 
Subscribe in the subject line.

Problems with subscriptions should be 
referred to the membership chair at  
OAS.Membership@gmail.com.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Dorothy “Dori” Joiner 
President

Appreciating, 
Reminiscing, and 
Renovating

Greetings! I wish all of our members 
good birding in 2023! Here’s the latest 
news from Onondaga Audubon and a 
sampling of topics featured in this edi-
tion of The Kestrel.

First, I want to thank the Onondaga 
Audubon members who carefully 
planned and worked hard to produce 
and host the 2022 New York State 
Ornithological Association meeting and 
make it a great success. All the feed-
back we’ve received from conference 
attendees has been very positive.

We had some unfortunate news in 
September with the sudden passing of 
Sherri/Gerry Smith, a former Onon- 
daga Audubon president, board mem-
ber, hawk counter, and co-founder of 
Derby Hill Bird Observatory. With her 
wry sense of humor and legendary 
knowledge of all things avian and envi-
ronmental, she will be greatly missed 
by our birding community. Please see 
the memorial on page 6 to reminisce 
about Sherri and her life’s achieve-
ments.

As you may know, in summer 2022 
there was a water leak inside the 
Derby Hill cottage, causing significant 
damage to the building. At this writ-
ing, we are in the process of restoring 
the interior and aim to have a newly 
renovated and upgraded residence 
ready for the 2023 count season. This 
issue’s sanctuaries report can provide 
you with more information about this 
ongoing remediation.

Many longtime birders have noticed 
that they are seeing fewer birds on 
their outings and are wondering why. In 
the last 50 years, the U.S. and Canada 
have lost nearly 3 billion birds, and the 
2022 State of the Birds report found 
that more than half the bird species in 
the U.S. are in decline. The conserva-
tion essay in this issue discusses some 
of the reasons for these falling popula-
tions and suggests how concerned 

bird lovers can get involved with bird 
conservation before it’s too late.

For those who are wondering how to  
attract more birds to their yard, please 
check out our article on planting na-
tive plants, which explains why native 
plants are so important, where to find 
them, and what types to plant. What 
better way to spend spring and sum-
mer than to plant native plants for 
birds to enjoy?

As usual, we’ve planned many wonder-
ful field trips and educational programs 
for the spring and summer seasons; 
these can be found listed at the end 
of this issue. Did you know that all our 
virtual program meetings are recorded 
and can be viewed on our website? If 
you missed any, or would like to view 
them again, here’s the link: https://
onondagaaudubon.com/monthly-
public-meetings/.

Finally, there is always cause for cele- 
bration when one of our members is 
honored for his or her contributions to 
bird conservation. We were happy to 
learn that Bill Purcell has received the 
Kirkland Bird Club’s award for just such 
service. A popular leader of chapter 
field trips, Bill continues to serve as our 
substitute hawk counter at Derby Hill. 
He has also been a breeding-bird atlas, 
Christmas bird-count, and waterfowl-
count coordinator, the Region 5 King- 
bird editor, and an eBird reviewer. 
Congratulations, Bill, for an honor well 
deserved!
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Birders enjoy field trips to various locations across 
Central New York.
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SANCTUARIES

Maintenance and 
Remediation
By David Fitch 
Sanctuary Chair

As a new migration season arrives, 
I’m happy to announce that our 
2022 hawk counter, Brandon  
Brogle, will be returning for the 
2023 count. His having gained 
some experience at Derby Hill 
should be mutually beneficial for 
him and for Onondaga Audubon.

Although a memorial appears else-
where in this newsletter, this sanc-
tuary report would be incomplete 
without paying tribute to Gerry 
Smith, who passed away last fall. I 
first met Gerry more than 40 years 
ago at Derby Hill’s north lookout. As 
a neophyte hawk watcher, I sought 
his advice in identifying flying 
raptors, which he gave freely. Bald 
Eagles were not common in those 
days, and I recall asking him how 
at such a distance he could discern 
one from some of the other large 
raptors. His response still echoes in 
my memory: “Think aircraft carrier.” 
Gerry’s absence will certainly be 
felt during this year’s count season.  

As many of you may be aware, the 
cottage that serves as the coun-
ter’s residence at Derby Hill suf-
fered severe internal damage at 
the end of July due to a ruptured 
hot water line in the bathroom. The 
break having gone undetected for 
several days, the ensuing damage 
required extensive remediation and 
abatement, along with a claim to be 
filed with our insurance carrier.

Testing for mold and other poten-
tially hazardous materials, com-
bined with chronic labor shortages, 
delayed remediation to the point 
that, as I write this report, the 
process of rebuilding the cottage 
interior has yet to begin. I remain 
hopeful that the building will be 
habitable before the hawk coun-
ter’s arrival around March 1. Mean-
while, many of the cottage furnish-
ings that had to be discarded need 
to be replaced. While insurance will 

cover the bulk of this expense, if read-
ers have functional items that they 
would like to donate to help refurnish 
the cottage, please contact me at 
dfitch52@gmail.com. We particularly 
need table and floor lamps, compact 
chairs, tables, and night stands.

During October we were able to obtain 
a tractor and brush cutter from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for cut-
ting Derby Hill’s fields, which missed 
cutting in 2021. I wish to acknowledge 
and thank Bill Thurlough, who oper-
ated the equipment. His experience 
operating large vehicles made him the 
perfect person for the task. With this 
work completed, trail maintenance 
across the fields will be simplified. 

If you would like to receive the  
2022 Derby Hill Bird Observatory 
Rough-leg newsletter and be added to the 
mailing list for future issues,  
please contact:  
oas.membership@gmail.com

Help Wanted
Onondaga Audubon is currently 
seeking individuals to take on these 
special roles:

•Sanctuary Manager to help 
oversee the maintenance of our two 
sanctuaries, Derby Hill Bird Obser-
vatory and Noyes Sanctuary, and 
the hiring of our annual spring hawk 
counter.

•Website Manager to oversee our 
website and help manage our social 
media platforms (Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram), keeping them up to date 
with relevant information about the 
chapter and its upcoming events. 

•Program Coordinator to set up 
and coordinate monthly speaker  
sessions and to develop and imple-
ment exciting outreach activities. 
If you can help us continue our 
important work in one of these roles, 
please email us at  
onauduboncom@gmail.com. 

Since Bill is not a birder, I had to ask 
him not to mow the woody under-
brush along the hedgerows, where 
birding is often best. For those who 
think he still may have mowed too 
much, I can only offer that the under-
brush will grow back.
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Tractor and brush cutter loaned from the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

Interior of the cottage during remediation.
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One thing that has become obvi-
ous to me over the past few years is 
that more people need to become 
involved with bird conservation, 
before it’s too late. A 2019 study 
showed that the U. S. and Canada 
have lost nearly 3 billion birds in the 
past 50 years, and the 2022 State of 
the Birds Report for the U. S. found 
that more than half the bird species 
in our country are declining. What 
can we do?

Conservation action starts with 
individual awareness and the de-
cision to take personal action, at 
any level possible. To increase your 
awareness about the current status 
of North American birds, you can 
immerse yourself in the State of the 
Birds Report for the U.S. by read-
ing it at https://stateofthebirds.org 
or by watching an American Bird 
Conservancy video at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=zz_b7ZGN-
vw. In this video, speakers from the 
American Bird Conservancy, Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology, National Audu-
bon Society, and National Wildlife 
Federation discuss the findings of 
the report and emphasize the need 
for taking proactive conservation 
measures to help species in decline. 
They also show that there is reason 
to be hopeful about the future, be-
cause long-term trends for waterfowl 
demonstrate that improvements in 
wetland conservation helped spe-
cific groups of birds. The graph on 
this page clearly shows this. Unfor-
tunately, it also shows that birds in 
other habitats—forests, grasslands, 
deserts, and oceans—are not faring 
so well.

Due in part to the concern of moti-
vated citizens, New York is one place 
that will reap benefits from legisla-
tion that increases wetland protec-
tions. Onondaga Audubon joined 
Audubon New York and an extensive 
list of environmental organizations 
to get protection for more than a  

million more acres of New York wet-
lands. We called legislators’ offices 
and sent e-mail messages explaining 
the significant benefits that wet-
lands provide. We pointed out that 
what’s good for birds is also good for 
humans. Wetlands mitigate flood-
ing, provide critical wildlife habitat, 
increase climate resiliency, sequester 
carbon, and maintain clean drink-
ing water. Because of the efforts of 
concerned groups and individuals, 
Governor Hochul and the New York 
State Legislature revised the state’s 
Freshwater Wetlands Act in its 2022-
23 Budget. The act expanded protec-
tion for over one million acres of criti-
cally important freshwater wetlands 
that are currently unmapped and 
had therefore been excluded from 
protection under the old guidelines. 
It also expanded protection to tens of 
thousands of smaller wetlands that 
are of “unusual importance.” 

Because the pressure to develop 
land keeps increasing, wetlands 
protection at the state level is more 
important than ever. By next year, the 
U.S. Supreme Court will be defin-
ing what counts as “waters of the 
United States.” This review will come 
about due to a case filed by an Idaho 
couple who want to develop property 
they bought 17 years ago. When they 
began to fill in their lot with dirt and 
rock so they could build a house, the 
Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) stopped them, stating that the 
property was subject to regulation 
by the Clean Water Act. The prop-
erty owners sued, and now Sackett v. 
Environmental Protection Agency is 
under debate. If the court sides with 
the Sacketts, roughly 60% of streams 
in the United States would no longer 
be federally protected. The implication 
here is that it is more important than 
ever to “get it right” at the state level, 
which is what environmental advocates 
like Onondaga Audubon made happen 
this year.

The State of the Birds Report also in- 
dicates that grassland birds have de-
clined by 34% and eastern forest birds 
by 27%. Currently, New York state has 
taken the lead in a conservation issue 
that the EPA has not addressed and 
that may help to reverse the decline of 
these species.

In the U.S., neonicotinoid pesticides, 
or neonics, are widely used in agri-
culture. Unfortunately, they easily 
run off the application site and can 
work their way into ponds and nearby 
waterways. Once in a body of water, 
these toxic insecticides are ingested 
by insects, to the detriment of fish 
and birds up the food chain. Almost all 
corn, soybean, and wheat seeds are 
routinely treated with neonics before 
they are sold. As you probably know, 
Central New York is highly agricultural 
and grows thousands of acres of these 
crops.

CONSERVATION

By Maryanne Adams 
Conservation Chair

You CAN Make a 
Difference 

Source: Trends at a Glance, 2022 U.S. State of the Birds Report, Courtesy of Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

https://stateofthebirds.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zz_b7ZGNvw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zz_b7ZGNvw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zz_b7ZGNvw
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Although they have been found to 
cause harm, neonicotinoids have not  
been banned by the EPA. However, 
conservationists in our state are try-
ing to change things. After a Cornell  
University report documented numer-
ous studies and concluded that the 
most common uses of neonics in New 
York provide little to no benefits to 
users, the Birds and Bees Protection 
Act was drawn up. This bill would ban 
the sale of corn, soybean, and wheat 
seeds coated with neonics, as well as 
prohibit using these toxic insecticides 
on turf and ornamental plants until 
summer 2028. It also commissions a 
study on feasible alternatives to toxic 
pesticide use. 

The Birds and Bees Protection Act 
passed the New York Assembly in 
June 2022 and is currently in com-
mittee in the Senate. It only got this 
far because activists wrote letters and 
called their representatives. No mat-
ter how inconsequential they might 
seem, all the actions people take do 
add up. Signing petitions, contact-
ing legislators, keeping cats indoors, 
drinking shade-grown coffee, avoiding 
pesticide use, and helping birds avoid 
window strikes are some actions 
people can take to help birds. The 
relationships between individuals, 
communities, states, and the federal 
government are extremely compli-
cated. But the actions that were taken 
to help waterfowl did result in the 
improved health of waterfowl popula-
tions, and this fact is a reason for op-
timism. Grassland birds, shorebirds, 
and other species in trouble can also 
be helped if we take action. Please, 
consider getting involved when you 
become aware of a conservation  
issue. Change for the better can start 
with just one person who cares.

Plant Native Plants for 
Native Birds!   
By Diane Emord 
Native Plant Comittee

Woods often have spring plant sales. 
We highly discourage removing plants 
from the wild. If you trade plants with 
other gardeners, take precautions 
against spreading pests such as jump-
ing worms.

How do I know which plants to buy?

Not all native plants are equal. Doug 
Tallamy and his team at the University 
of Delaware have identified plants that 
support the most caterpillars. Native 
oaks, willows, birches, and wild cher-
ries top the tree list, while goldenrods, 
asters, and sunflowers are the peren-
nial powerhouses.

A newly available resource should 
prove very helpful: an online native-
plant finder sponsored by the National 
Wildlife Federation (https://www.nwf.
org/NativePlantFinder/Wildlife/4128). 
Using data from Tallamy’s team, this 
site helps you find plants native to your 
ZIP code, ranked by the numbers of 
moth and butterfly species that use 
them as host plants for their cater- 
pillars. Simply enter your ZIP code, 
then click ‘Find Native Plants.’ Explore 
the site to find plants appropriate to 
your location and which butterflies and 
moths use each as their host plant. In 
doing so, be sure to match the plants 
to your space.

The best purchase is a plant species 
native to our area that is a straight spe-
cies (as opposed to a nativar, which is 
a native plant cultivated by humans for 
particular qualities) and is suitable to 
the growing conditions in your space. 
Here is where local nurseries can be 
a great help. For example, Amanda’s 
Garden (amandasnativeplants.com) 
has lists of plants suitable for wood-
lands, full-sun gardens, wet meadows, 
and other growing conditions. Ladybird 
Johnson Wildflower Center (wildflower.
org) has an extensive database giving 
growing conditions, bloom times, and 
other characteristics for many native 
plants. 

Enjoy the planning and the planting, 
knowing you are part of a collective 
whole that’s recreating biodiversity and 
ecosystem function by planting native 
plants. As Doug Tallamy says, “Garden 
as if your life depends on it!”

Distressing news was released in 
October in the latest State of the Birds 
Report: Over half of U.S. bird species 
are declining, while 70 species are 
especially at risk (www.stateofthebirds.
org/2022/). One reason for the decline 
is habitat loss as places where birds 
and other wildlife live are being devel-
oped. Here is where we can all make 
a difference. There is a growing trend 
to reverse habitat loss by reducing or 
eliminating lawns and replacing them 
with native plants. This article ad- 
dresses some of the common ques-
tions we receive about native-plant  
gardening.

Why grow native plants?

Our local animals evolved alongside 
the native plants in our region, relying 
on them for food, shelter, and places 
to raise their young. Birds need in-
sects, especially caterpillars, to raise 
their young. These insects need native 
plants, and caterpillars cannot survive 
on the exotic species planted in many 
yards. According to gardenforwildlife.
com, “Scientific studies confirm that 
wildlife thrive in greater numbers 
where gardens are planted with native 
plants that provide floral diversity, rich 
nectar, pollen sources, and three- 
season bloom.” 

Where can I get native plants?

Each year, HGCNY (Habitat Gardening 
in Central New York, hgcny.org) com-
piles a list of reputable local nurseries 
that offer native plants. This native 
plant shopping guide (hgcny.org/
projects/shopping/) lists hundreds 
of species from grasses to trees, and 
shows which of the seven local nurser-
ies offers each plant. Please be sure to 
read the introduction to the shopping 
guide. HGCNY’s website also provides 
many resources on local native plants 
and how to maintain bird- and bee-
friendly yards.

If you are unable to visit one of these 
nurseries (some do ship plants), then 
try a native-plant sale. HGCNY, Great 
Swamp Conservancy, and Baltimore Ruby-throated Hummingbird feeding on a native 

cardinal flower.
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Spring Birdathon
By Paul Richardson and Whitni Houston
Birdathon Coordinators

Our 65th Birdathon will be held 
Saturday, May 20, 2023. Both 
competitive and recreational teams 
are invited to take part. We encourage 
teams to raise funds in support of 
Onondaga Audubon’s mission to 
conserve birds and their habitats in 
Central and Northern New York. 

The Rules
When: Saturday, May 20, anytime 
between midnight and midnight—no 
rain date! 
Where: Anywhere you like within 
Jefferson, Lewis, Onondaga, Oswego, 
Madison, Oneida, and Herkimer 
Counties, plus Cayuga County north 
of Route 31.
Teams: Join another, form you own, 
or go solo. No assigned territories.

BIRDATHON

Updated 2022 Team Donations 
Team Name Total Donations

Bluebirds $100.00

Legal Eagle $220.00

Marsh Madness $2,000.00

Ms. Chickadee and Mr. Hoot $50.00

Old Gray Gnatcatchers $200.00

Osprey Can You See $164.00

Raven Loonatics $450.00

The Baltimore Woods  
Wonder Pigeons

$523.50

The Blackburnians $1,604.00

The Loon Rangers $300.00

The Wrenegades $101.00

What the Hawk? $550.00

ALL TEAMS COMBINED $6,262.50

The 2022 Birdathon raised more than 
$6,000. Below is the list of 2022 team 
donations.

In Memoriam

Count: Carefully identify species by 
sight and/or ear—follow the honor 
system, please. 
As we approach Birdathon day on 
May 20, we will be posting additional 
information on our social media  
pages as well as the Onondaga Audu-
bon website (onondagaaudubon.
com/Birdathon/). 

Records to Beat
Most People: 43 teams, 116 birders 
(1999) 
Most Funds: $7,500 (2001) 
Most Money / Team: $2,001.11 
(2019) 
Most Species Combined: 209 (2011) 
Most Species / Team: 158 (2013)

For More Information:
onondagaaudubon.com/Birdathon/
Sign up now for this exciting birding 
event and help support Onondaga 
Audubon’s local education and bird-
sanctuary priorities. Contact Paul 
Richardson at 315-488-5022 or  
richardsonp.audubon@gmail.com

Gerald A. “Gerry” Smith, recently 
known as Sherri Leigh Smith (she/
her), died on September 13, 2022, 
following a brief illness. Born to 
Arthur and Grace Smith in Syracuse, 
New York, March 29, 1949, she grew 
up on Onondaga Hill. She graduated 
from Onondaga Community College 
and SUNY Oswego. Sherri loved birds 
and was a dedicated activist from an 
early age. Her early service included 
jobs at SUNY Oswego’s Rice Creek 

Field Station and other projects in 
bird conservation and environmental 
education. 

A dedicated member of Onondaga 
Audubon Society and co-founder of 
its Derby Hill Bird Observatory,  
Sherri was also its first staff ornithol-
ogist. She was a founding member 
of some small land trusts as well 
as the Eastern Lake Ontario Dune 
Coalition. She also served for many 
years as land steward for the Nature 
Conservancy, always advocating for 
the needs of birds within the organi-
zation, with local, state, and federal 
agencies, and with the public at 
large. She was never afraid to speak 
truth to power. 

In recent decades, Sherri served as 
a consultant to several small land 
trusts in Northern New York. She 
wrote and taught about birds and 
natural history for both professionals 
and the general public and mentored 
many young (and not so young) 
biologists. She cared about so many 
people personally, helping them get 
a foothold in the professional world 
and develop their professional skills. 

Her generosity with her time and ex-
pertise was legendary. It is a tribute to 
her legacy that the endangered Great 
Lakes Piping Plover has reestablished 
a population at Sandy Pond after an 
absence of over 30 years. As Sherri 
always signed off on emails, “Birds rise 
above it all.”

Sherri’s body has been cremated. 
A memorial service will be held in 
early spring of 2023. Donations in her 
memory may be sent to Onondaga 
Audubon Society, P.O. Box 620,  
Syracuse, NY 13201.

–Sandra Bonanno
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A memorial for Sherri was held last fall during the 
New York State Ornithological Association’s 2022 
annual meeting.

http://onondagaaudubon.com/Birdathon/
http://onondagaaudubon.com/Birdathon/
mailto:richardsonp.audubon%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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Please contact the trip leader at least 
two days in advance to sign up. Trips 
will be limited in number of participants, 
and sign-up is required. Trip leaders will 
limit the number of people as they see 
fit; they will reveal the time and meet-
ing place when each participant enrolls. 
Those who do not sign up in advance, or 
who simply show up on the day of the 
trip, will not be allowed to participate.

Pop-up Field Trips. Additional trips may 
become available and will be announced 
one to two weeks in advance on social 
media, so keep an eye out for these 
special events.

Welcome to all beginning birders! We 
hope you’ll join us this spring to enjoy 
birds migrating back to their summer 
nesting grounds. Please bring binoculars 
if you have them; if not, let the leader 
know, as you may be able to borrow a 
pair. Be sure to dress according to the 
weather and wear appropriate footwear. 
Bring water and snacks if you need 
them.

Derby Hill Bird Observatory
Saturday, March 25 and May 6 
Anna Stunkel appywalker@gmail.com

Join Anna Stunkel for a day at Derby 
Hill, one of North America’s best spring 
hawk-migration sites. Dress very 
warmly; bring binoculars. Please contact 
Anna to sign up.

Saturday, March 25, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
This is the peak time for many adult rap-
tors. Besides the usual Turkey Vultures 
and Red-tailed Hawks, we would expect 
to see Red-shouldered and Rough-
legged Hawks, Northern Harrier, and 
both Bald and Golden Eagles. 

Saturday, May 6, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
This second field trip to Derby Hill falls 
when Broad-winged Hawk numbers are 
often high, and all of the 15 regularly 
occurring raptor species are possible at 
this date. 

Birding by Ear: Identifying Birds by 
their Songs and Calls
Steve Kinne 315-882-3684 
AT2hike@yahoo.com

If you are new to birding, or if you are 
confident of your visual identification 
skills but don’t know birds by their 
songs/calls, then this concentrated 
course should provide a great starting 

Continued on page 8

point. You’ll find out how to actively listen to 
birdsongs/calls, describe their characteris-
tics, learn memory aids, and then use them 
to help guide you to an ID. During four eve-
ning classroom sessions, key birdsongs/
calls will be presented for detailed analysis 
and identification, with lots of repetition. 
Homework assignments then expand on 
these by comparing classroom ‘knowns’ 
with similar-sounding ‘unknowns.’ Each 
class and homework assignment builds 
on previous ones. Following the classroom 
sessions, four or more field trips during 
peak spring migration will present lots of 
opportunities to practice these skills and 
gain confidence in identifications.

Classroom dates
Tuesday evenings, April 4, 11, 18, and 25
Manlius Library, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Field outings 
Locations and additional trips to be  
announced
Saturday morning, April 29, 8:00-11:00 a.m.
Tuesday evening, May 2, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Saturday morning, May 6, 8:00-11:00 a.m.

N.B. Class size is limited to 10 people. 
Participants must be sure that they can be 
present for all four evening classes, be will-
ing to do the homework, and attend at least 
three field trips. Call or email Steve Kinne 
to sign up.

Green Lakes State Park
Monday, May 8 
Dave Fitch 315-657-2040 
dfitch52@gmail.com

Saturday, June 17 
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022
richardsonp.audubon@gmail.com

Join Dave (Monday, May 8) and Paul (Sat-
urday, June 17) for our popular field trips 
at Green Lakes State Park. Hike with these 
experienced birders through woodland 
and grassland habitats. Good chances for 
Orchard Oriole, Scarlet Tanager, Eastern  
Bluebird, and other nesting species. 
Please contact Dave or Paul for more 
details. 

Discover Derby Hill Bird  
Observatory
Saturday, May 13, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

A day of field walks that celebrate bird  
migration. Explore the trails and habitats 
of this premier birding location with expe-
rienced leaders. Walks start on every hour.

Weekday Bird Walks
Thursday, May 18 and 25  
Pleasant Valley Preserve, Cedarvale
Diane Emord 315-412-2801
Demord55@gmail.com

Join Diane for morning beginner’s bird 
walks at the new Pleasant Valley Preserve, 
a Central New York Land Trust property 
located on Pleasant Valley Road. Bring 
binoculars. Diane will give instruction on 
how to use binoculars correctly and offer 
tips on how to spot and identify woodland 
birds. The trip will take two to three hours. 
Easy walking, no facilities. Please contact 
Diane to sign up.

Whiskey Hollow and Vicinity
Friday, May 19 
Joe Brin 315-857-4734

A traditional spring-migrants and 
breeding-birds trip to the special gorge 
that is an Important Bird Area and partly 
protected by Central New York Land 
Trust. We’ll look for several vireos; Ceru-
lean, Hooded, and Mourning Warblers; 
Scarlet Tanager; Barred Owl, which nests 
there; and Acadian Flycatcher, found in 
only a few places in Region 5. Moderate to 
difficult terrain due to a few steep, muddy 
trails. Trip usually lasts until mid-after-
noon. Please contact Joe for time and 
meeting place.

Camillus Forest Unique Area
Saturday, May 27 and June 10
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022
richardsonp.audubon@gmail.com

This forest contains some of the tallest 
and oldest trees in Onondaga County. 
Although it is a forest, parts of the hike 
will be through meadows and along open 
fields. Location is good for Baltimore 
Oriole, Scarlet Tanager, and Indigo Bun-
ting, as well as Hooded, Blue-winged and 
Mourning Warblers. Trip should be at least 
three to four hours. Moderate to difficult 
due to some steep trails. Please contact 
Paul for more details.

Weekday Morning Bird Walks
Thursdays, June 1 and 8 
8 to 10-11 a.m.
Erie Canal Towpath, Chittenango
Exact location to be announced
Steve Kinne 315-882-3684
AT2hike@yahoo.com

Steve will lead morning walks along the 
canal towpath (wide, level terrain) looking 

FIELD TRIPS, CLASSES, AND EVENTS: MARCH 2023-JUNE 2023
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Sustainability Practices

Onondaga Audubon is com-
mitted to environmentally 
responsible practices. This 
piece is printed at Jacobs Press, 
an environmentally conscious 
facility run by 100% wind power, 
on paper from tree farms with 
sustainable production meth-
ods in which nearly all waste 
paper, plastic, wood, and metal 
is recycled.

and listening for a variety of birds. 
Expect to find classic songbirds, war-
blers, flycatchers, sparrows, herons, 
kingfishers, and many more along 
the waterway during this two to three 
hour field trip. Bring binoculars. 
Contact Steve (315-882-3684 or 
email: AT2hike@yahoo.com) to sign 
up.

Great Adirondack Birding  
Celebration
June 2-4, 2023
Paul Smiths VIC
Paul Smiths, New York 12970
518-327-6241
vic@paulsmiths.edu

The 18th annual Great Adirondack 
Birding Celebration—the longest-
running boreal birding festival in the 
Northeast—will be held June 2-4 
at the Paul Smith’s College Visitor 
Interpretive Center in Paul Smiths, 
New York. The festival will feature field 
trips to boreal birding hot spots, infor-
mative lectures, workshops, a raffle, 

social hours, and more. Please contact 
Paul Smiths VIC for more details on this 
event. 

Sterling Nature Center
Sunday, June 4
Maryanne Adams 315-626-6368
goldtailedhermit@aol.com

Maryanne will lead a beginner’s bird 
walk at Sterling Nature Center. Bring 
binoculars. Nesting Great Blue Heron 
are possible at the heronry, as are many 
other nesting species. Contact Maryanne 
to sign up.

Montezuma National Wildlife  
Refuge
Tuesday, June 6
Dave Fitch 315-657-2040 
dfitch52@gmail.com

Join Dave on this trip to Montezuma to 
look for ducks, geese, swans, and other 
marsh and shorebirds. We’ll also check 
out other birding hotspots within the 
Montezuma complex as time permits. 
Contact Dave for more details.

FIELD TRIPS:  MARCH 2023- JUNE 2023 Continued from page 7
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