
FALL/WINTER PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

Using Acoustics to  
Survey Nesting  
Broad-winged Hawks
Wed., September 14, 6:30 p.m.
Marcellus Free Library
32 Maple St., Marcellus, N.Y.

Passive acoustic monitoring has been 
used successfully for many years in the 
study of songbirds, marine mammals, 
and bats, but is less commonly used 
with birds of prey. Forest raptors such 
as Broad-winged Hawks are particularly 
secretive and cryptic during the breed-
ing period; hence, finding their nests 
to assess breeding success requires a 
good deal of time, resources, and exper-
tise. SUNY-ESF graduate student Natia 
Javakhishvili will discuss her research, 
which aims to develop bioacoustic tech-
niques to increase the number of detec-
tions of nesting Broad-winged Hawks and 
other forest raptors. She will share the 
findings of her search for raptor nests 
and discuss existing threats to and con-
servation measures for these hawks.
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Clinton 
TBA
Matt Perry 315-796-2233

Cortland 
Saturday, December 17
Matt Young may6@cornell.edu

Montezuma
Monday, December 19
Chris Lajewski 315-365-3588
Christopher.LAJEWSKI@audubon.org

New Woodstock 
Thursday, December 29
Matt Young may6@cornell.edu 

Oneida 
Sunday, January 1
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871 

Oswego
Sunday, December 18
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871 

Rome 
Sunday, December 18
Bruce Carpenter 315-271-9073 

Skaneateles 
TBA
John Cashier 315-469-3314 

Syracuse 
Saturday, December 17
Jason Luscier luscierjd@lemoyne.edu 

Thousand Islands 
TBA
Josh Van Wieren 613 923-5261 x113 
josh.vanwieren@canada.ca 

Watertown
Saturday, December 17
Bill Haller 315-778-1484
haldex@twcny.rr.com 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
To participate, please contact the count 
compiler, who will confirm the date and 
provide details about the count.

Spotted Lanternflies in 
New York
Wed., November 9, 6:30 p.m.
Online Virtual Meeting via Zoom

The spotted lanternfly is an insect native 
to Asia and was first detected in the U.S. in 
2014. Here in New York, this invasive spe-
cies poses a real threat to our native flora, 
including popular crops such as apples, 
hops, and grapes. Come hear Annie Mills, a 
member of the outreach team at the New 
York State Department of Agriculture and 
Markets, describe this invasion and what 
can be done to stop it.
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Adult Eastern Black Rail

Spotted lanternfly nymphs  
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The Hidden Life of  
North America’s Most  
Secretive Marsh Bird:  
The Eastern Black Rail
Wed., October 12, 6:30 p.m. 
Online Virtual Meeting via Zoom

The Eastern Black Rail is a secretive, 
sparrow-sized marsh bird rarely seen by 
birders and researchers alike. Despite 
challenges in finding this shy rail,  

surveys indicate severe population 
declines across its range over the past 
20 years. As a result, in 2020 the Eastern 
Black Rail was listed as threatened under 
the Endangered Species Act. Michelle 
Stantial, ecologist with the U.S. Geological 
Survey Patuxent Wildlife Research Center 
and secretary of Onondaga Audubon, will 
tell us about these secretive yet amazing 
birds and how we can help ensure their 
survival.
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Nestling Broad-winged Hawk
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Dorothy “Dori” Joiner 
President

Behind the Scenes at 
Onondaga Audubon

I hope you’ve all enjoyed great birding 
this spring and summer! 

In the past few months, a lot has 
been happening behind the scenes 
at Onondaga Audubon, including 
some changes to our board of direc-
tors. Three board members—Pat 
Parkhurst, Diane Emord, and Dave 
Fitch—have retired, and I want to 
thank them for their many years of 
service to the chapter. While they will 
no longer be serving on our board, 
they will still be helping us in other 
ways. Diane will continue as chair of 
native plants, and Dave will remain 
sanctuary chair. Both will continue 
leading field trips, while Pat will help 
out with special events. This fall, Paul 
Richardson will again take over as 
field-trip coordinator, a position that 
I’ve enjoyed for six years and will 
surely miss. Soon, our newsletter 
copy editor, Rose DeNeve, will be step-
ping down. Rose has edited, polished, 
corrected, and sometimes rewrit-
ten the articles that appear in our 
publications; the results have been 
the professional-quality newsletters 
you’ve been enjoying for many years. 
Rose will be greatly missed and hard 
to replace. We are currently seeking 
a volunteer with excellent writing and 
editing skills to fill this pivotal position. 

In addition, we have two new board 
members to introduce—Liz DelConte 
and Anna Stunkel. Liz is a teacher and 
former recipient of our scholarship to 
Educator’s Week at Hog Island Audu-
bon Camp in Maine. Besides becom-
ing a board member, Liz has accepted 
the long-vacant position of educa-
tion chair. Anna was a former hawk 
counter at Derby Hill and is now an 
environmental educator at Baltimore 
Woods Nature Center in Marcellus, 
New York. We welcome both Liz and 
Anna to the board and look forward to 
seeing them engage young people in 
birding and conservation.

As you can see, our board, commit-
tee chairs, and officers often change, 

and we are always looking for qualified 
volunteers to fill these vacancies. If you 
would like to become active in Onon-
daga Audubon’s leadership, please see 
the recruitment box in this newsletter. 

I’m very excited to announce that we 
will be hosting the annual conference 
of the New York State Ornithological 
Association (NYSOA) this fall. This 
three-day event will be held at the Lake 
Ontario Event and Conference Cen-
ter in Oswego, New York, September 
30-October 2. The conference theme 
is migration, and we are extremely for-
tunate to have renowned ornithologist, 
naturalist, researcher, and author Scott 
Weidensaul deliver the keynote add- 
ress, “A World on the Wing: The Global 
Odyssey of Migratory Birds,” based on 
his New York Times best-selling book 
of the same name. All parts of the con-
ference, including Scott’s address, are 
open to everyone. To learn more, look 
for the announcement in this issue of 
The Kestrel. 

Lastly, I want to highlight some articles 
in this newsletter. The sanctuary report 
features the new hawk counter, spring 
migration count, and improvements to 
the trails at Derby Hill. Be sure to read 
the article on avian influenza, a disease 
affecting both many water birds and 
the raptors that feed on them. Our  
conservation topic this issue is a dis-
cussion of the New York DEC’s man-
agement plan for Mute Swans. These 
swans are beautiful, but as an invasive 
species, they compete with native 
birds for food and nesting sites, often 
to the detriment of our native birds. 
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Bald Eagle soaring above Derby Hill during the 
spring migration.
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SANCTUARIES

A New Hawk 
Counter and New 
Improvements
By David Fitch 
Sanctuary Chair

If you would like to receive the 2022 
Derby Hill Bird Observatory Rough-leg 
newsletter and be added to the mailing 
list for future issues, please contact:  
oas.membership@gmail.com

The 2022 spring migration season 
began on a promising note March 1, 
with a new contract hawk counter, 
Brandon Brogle, and a coveted raptor, 
an adult male Northern Goshawk. I 
was impressed with Brandon’s spot-
ting and identification skills, as well 
as his commitment to the count. His 
formal training and outgoing person-
ality proved to be assets much wel-
comed by visitors. During the Derby 
Hill count season, we hosted several 
group field-trips from a variety edu-
cational organizations as well as  
representatives from the Hawk Mi-
gration Association of North America 
(HMANA). I was so pleased that con- 
ditions produced an outstanding 
flight for our HMANA visitors. Bran-
don’s report of the 2022 season has 
been issued in print for members 
and can be accessed through the 
Onondaga Audubon website. Count 
results can also be found online at 
hawkcount.org under Derby Hill Bird 
Observatory.

Derby Hill did not dry out as early this 
season as it has in recent years, and 
it seemed as though we had more 
visitors during the March and early 
April than I recall. The combination 
of these factors resulted in more 
vehicles being parked at the north 
lookout, with several getting stuck in 
the soft soil. Left unrepaired, these 

ruts make mowing difficult. New port- 
able signage has been purchased in 
an attempt to correct this chronic 
problem, but it will only be effective 
if visitors comply. Visitors who park 
beyond the large rock on the north 
lookout are asked to park at the very 
crest of the hill and to avoid backing 
down the eastern slope. Since I can-
not be at Derby Hill every day, I am 
also calling on some of our regular  
members to assist in directing visitor 
parking. Due to its smaller footprint, 
parking at the south lookout is re-
stricted to the counter; others must 
park in the lot across the road.

Daniel Gagnier and his local Boy 
Scout Troop 825 returned to Derby 
Hill Saturday, April 23, to perform trail 
maintenance and deliver a couple 
of information boards that the troop 
donated. In an effort to maximize 
their efforts, the Chapman family 
(Jay and Pat) of Pulaski arranged to 
have several loads of wood chips and 
base fabric delivered to the site for 
placement in wet sections of sanctu-
ary trails. The scouts, their parents, 
and the Chapmans spent the better 
part of the day shoveling, wheel bar-
rowing, and spreading wood chips in 
designated areas. I wish to thank the 
scouts and the Chapmans for their 
contributions and significant efforts 
in making these much-needed im-
provements. The information boards 
will be installed once appropriate 
support posts have been received.

We are on schedule to obtain mow-
ing equipment from the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service; mowing of the 

remaining uncut fields will be accom-
plished this fall.

Periodic vandalism on the north look-
out bluff continues to be a problem. 
It is unfortunate that the misdeeds of 
a few individuals result in a reduction 
of accommodation to the majority of 
visitors, whom we wish to welcome. I 
wish to thank Gary Toth and our other 
neighbors on Grandview Avenue for 
their efforts in retrieving items thrown 
over the face of the bluff.

Regarding Noyes Sanctuary, the appli-
cations for tax exemption and merger 
of our two parcels were submitted in 
February prior to the legal deadline. 
This move will save the chapter approx-
imately $721 per year in property taxes.
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One of the new signs at Derby Hill Bird Observatory.

Boy Scout Troop 825 and some of their family members.
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In April, the New York Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
employed U.S Department of Agri-
culture agents to use lethal force to 
eliminate the Mute Swans on Sandy 
Pond in Oswego County. Judging by 
the comments posted on Facebook.
com by “Friends of Sandy Pond 
Uncensored,” it was clear that some 
residents were thrilled (because they 
considered the swans a nuisance), 
while others were angry (because 
they thought the swans were beauti-
ful). However, all the residents that 
posted expressed surprise that the 
swans were killed. Their surprise 
aptly illustrates the DEC’s lack of 
transparency in detailing how it would 
be implementing its statewide Mute 
Swan management plan.

Native to Eurasia, Mute Swans are 
very large birds, with seven-foot wing-
spans and weighing up to 25 pounds. 
Being large, white, and bold, these 
birds are hard to miss. The two swan 
species native to New York state are 
the Tundra Swan and the Trumpeter 
Swan. Although Trumpeter Swans 
breed near Lake Ontario and in the 
Montezuma Wetlands complex, they 
are not of concern, as their popula-

tion has remained stable at around 50 
individuals. Tundra Swans, however, 
usually just pass through our area 
during migration and are not part of 
any management program. So why do 
Mute Swans need to be “managed”?

The Mute Swans that we see today 
are descendants of birds brought here 
during the late 1800s to add character 
to private estates along the Hudson 
River and on Long Island. By the early 
1900s, Mute Swans were nesting in 
the wild, and since then their numbers 
have been steadily increasing. In March 
2005, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
placed the Mute Swan on its official 
list of non-native species that were no 
longer protected by the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act.

The swan removal at Sandy Pond was 
legal because it fell within the param-
eters of the DEC’s latest Mute Swan 
management program, “Mute Swans 
in New York: A Final Management 
Plan to Prevent Population Growth 

and Minimize Impacts of an Invasive 
Species” (January 2019 https://www.
dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/mus-
wmgmtplan19.pdf). It had taken four 
years to modify the DEC’s original 
management plan, which had gener-
ated much controversy in the eyes 
of the public. The DEC did its best to 
address the myriad concerns outlined 
in the comments that were submit-
ted for review. The new plan accepts 
“the continued existence of some 
mute swans in the wild, while prevent-
ing any further population growth 
or range expansion. It also supports 
efforts by DEC and others to prevent 
or alleviate site-specific conflicts with 
mute swans that may be experienced 
by public or private property owners 
and outdoor enthusiasts.” According 
to the DEC, there had been multiple 
complaints about the swans at Sandy 
Pond engaging in behaviors such as 
attacking people on small watercraft 
and killing baby Canada Geese. These 
complaints moved the agency to tar-
get this specific population of birds.

One reason the DEC has become 
particularly concerned about the 
upstate Mute Swan population is 
that it has grown so rapidly. In 2014, 
only 39 Mute Swans were present 
along the Lake Ontario shoreline. By 
2021, according to the DEC’s 2021 
Mid-Summer Swan Survey, 533 
Mute Swans were counted (https://
www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/
muswsurvey21.pdf). Without any 
intervention, the Mute Swan popula-
tion would continue to explode, and 
its range would continue to expand. 
The DEC saw a real need to reduce 
the population of free-flying Mute 
Swans in the upstate region to 175 
birds by 2025. Although the plan puts 

CONSERVATION

By Maryanne Adams 
Conservation Chair

Mute Swan 
Management in 
Upstate New York

Invasive Mute Swan Native Trumpeter Swan
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This year, a pair of young Bald Eagles 
nested on the shores of Onondaga 
Lake for the first time in recent 
history. Two chicks hatched and in 
July could be seen making their first 
flights away from the nest. (Sadly, 
one of the two youngsters died 
shortly after this photo was taken 
and was collected by the New York 
State DEC for necropsy to determine 
why it died.) We would like to thank 
Sarah Shute, Tina Thomas, and 
the Haudenosaunee Confederacy for 
their incredible stewardship of this 
nest. We also appreciate the many 
photographers who documented 
the chicks’ lives while still allow-
ing their parents plenty of space 

to safely rear their young. For more 
information:  https://dailyorange.
com/2022/05/experts-say-new-
eagle-nest-onondaga-lake-shore-may-
1st-since-1800/
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an emphasis on nest treatments and 
non-lethal removal, those methods 
are costly and time-consuming, and it 
is unclear how specific situations will 
be handled. However, lethal control 
was to be employed when deemed 
necessary.

Scientific studies support the idea 
that the presence of too many Mute 
Swans in a specific territory can have 
a negative effect on that ecosystem. 
A Mute Swan can consume four to 
eight pounds of submerged aquatic 
vegetation (SAV) every day and may 
uproot even more than it actually 
eats. SAV is important because, in 
addition to feeding waterfowl, it also 
provides food and shelter for native 
fish and other wildlife. Mute Swans 
eat the same underwater vegeta-
tion as native waterfowl. When Mute 
Swans feed on SAV during its grow-
ing season, their uprooting of this 
vegetation can have a negative effect 
on native waterfowl, which then won’t 
find enough food at stopover sites 
during migration or at wintering sites. 
In addition, nesting Mute Swans will 
defend their territories and prevent 
native species from utilizing optimum 
nesting habitat.

It is important to note that the DEC 
management plan states that “the 
impact of mute swans on SAV at any 
particular location depends on the 
number of swans present, size of the 
affected area, and other factors.” A 
large pond or lake could support a 
single breeding pair of Mute Swans 
with little effect on other species,  
provided there is enough submerged 
aquatic vegetation. In such situa-
tions, Mute Swans will not be re-
moved.

Other states with growing Mute Swan  
populations have experienced diffi- 
culties crafting effective manage-
ment plans to curtail that popula-
tion’s growth without offending the 
sensibilities of those residents who 
see no problems with the swans. 
After all, without researching the 
subject, how would anyone know that 
the feeding habits of Mute Swans can 
unbalance an ecosystem or harm 
native species? The state of Michigan 
shares many of the same concerns 
about its Mute Swan population as  

Onondaga Audubon will host the an-
nual meeting of the New York State 
Ornithological Association (NYSOA) 
this fall in Oswego, New York. Join us 
for an exciting conference highlight-
ing the birds of Lake Ontario! 

Field trips to Rice Creek Field Station, 
Fair Haven Beach State Park, Sandy 
Island Beach State Park, Derby Hill 
Bird Observatory, and other spots 
are planned. Participants are sure 
to enjoy an assortment of migrating 
warblers, shorebirds, and raptors. A 
paper session on Saturday will high-
light the research of local students 
and ornithologists who are contribut-
ing to bird conservation in New York. 
In addition to workshops and educa-
tional presentations, many fabulous 
bird-themed vendors will be present 
with goodies to purchase.  

Two celebrated speakers are at the 
center of this event. On Friday eve-
ning, Bill Evans will discuss nocturnal 

NYSOA Annual 
Meeting
September 30–October 2, 2022
Lake Ontario Event and Conference
  Center
26 East First Street  
Oswego, NY 13216

bird-migration and lead an outdoor 
field trip to listen for the flight calls of 
birds migrating above us in the dark. 
On Saturday, eminent author and re-
searcher Scott Weidensaul will present 
the keynote address, “A World on the 
Wing: The Global Odyssey of Migratory 
Birds.” Scott will also make himself 
available to conference participants 
throughout the weekend by joining 
us for meals, mingling during cocktail 
hours, signing books, and accompany-
ing us on birding outings. The confer-
ence is open to everyone, and we hope 
you can join us! For more details, hotel 
booking information, and to register, 
go to https://onondagaaudubon.com/
public-programs/nysoa-2022/

does New York, and its management  
plans have generated concerns similar  
to those raised here. While researching 
this article, I came across a master’s de-
gree thesis, submitted by Corey A. Jager 
to Michigan State University in 2013 for 
a degree in fisheries and wildlife. Titled 
“Michigan Mute Swans: A Case Study Ap-
proach to Ethical Argument Analysis,” the 
paper delves into the values and ethics 
underlying any discussion about whether 
or not to control Mute Swans, and how. I 
would urge anyone with an interest in the 
subject to read this 140-page study, as  
it sheds light on crafting policy that  
“reflects and responds to diverse stake- 
holder values in a justified and transpar-
ent fashion.” Knowledge of these values 
will allow conservation issues to be  
addressed using sound and effective 
arguments, rather than subterfuge.

Although the New York DEC worked very 
hard to put together a sensible plan for 

Mute Swan management, they need 
to improve the first strategy men-
tioned in the plan—public education 
and outreach. If the Mute Swan man-
agement program in New York is to be 
successful, there needs to be more 
transparency in communicating well 
in advance why and how any action 
will be taken. Only when people know 
what to expect will they be more likely 
to accept unpleasant decisions. After  
the Mute Swan removal at Sandy 
Pond in the spring, Terie Delahunt, a 
Sandy Pond neighbor, explained what 
bothered her about how it was done. 
“What is most upsetting to us is that 
we weren’t aware that this was going 
to occur,” she said. “As a community, 
we want to be educated, and we want 
to be a part of that decision.”  
(https://www.localsyr.com/news/
your-stories/your-stories-whats-
happening-to-the-swans-at-sandy-
pond/) 

https://onondagaaudubon.com/public-programs/nysoa-2022/
https://onondagaaudubon.com/public-programs/nysoa-2022/
https://www.localsyr.com/news/your-stories/your-stories-whats-happening-to-the-swans-at-sandy-pond/
https://www.localsyr.com/news/your-stories/your-stories-whats-happening-to-the-swans-at-sandy-pond/
https://www.localsyr.com/news/your-stories/your-stories-whats-happening-to-the-swans-at-sandy-pond/
https://www.localsyr.com/news/your-stories/your-stories-whats-happening-to-the-swans-at-sandy-pond/
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2022 Birdathon Brings 
Out the Birders
By Paul Richardson and Whitni Smith 
Birdathon Coordinators

BIRDATHON
Team Species Team Singles Team Doubles

Bluebirds (John Rogers, 
Pat Burns)

111 Sharp-shinned Hawk Great Black-backed Gull, 
Eastern Screech-Owl, East-

ern Whip-poor-will

Bonxie (Tony Shrimp-
ton)

95 Northern Shoveler, Ameri-
can Wigeon, Bufflehead, 
Black Tern, Clay-colored  

Sparrow

Ring-necked Duck, Bay-
breasted Warbler, Prairie  
Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler

Bushwhacking Fool 
(Dan Crane)

52 American Black Duck, 
Common Goldeneye, 

Olive-sided Flycatcher, 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 
Lincoln’s Sparrow

Ring-necked Duck

Chuck-will’s-widow 
(Kayla Fisk, Robert Fisk, 
Melinda Fisk)

107 Philadelphia Vireo, Cape 
May Warbler, Orchard Oriole, 

Henslow’s Sparrow

Legal Eagle (Chris 
Spagnoli)

110 Solitary Sandpiper, Great 
Black-backed Gull, Louisiana 

Waterthrush

Marsh Madness (Jeanne 
Ryan, David Ryan, Sarah 
Stuart, Liz DelConte)

96 Louisiana Waterthrush,  
Prairie Warbler

Ms. Chickadee and Mr. 
Hoot (Dori Joiner, Brad 
Motter)

46

Old Gray Gnatcatchers 
(Paul Richardson, Sue 
Gilmore, Eric Richardson)

106 Snow Goose Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, 
Grasshopper Sparrow

Osprey Can You See 
(Dave Nash)

88 Wilson’s Snipe

Raven Loonatics (Brian 
Rutledge, Lin Garrepy, 
Barb Reuter)

101 Ruddy Duck

The Baltimore Woods 
Wonder Pigeons (Tom 
Meier, Anna Stunkel, 
David Dubois, Jonathan 
Kresge, Bill Wallauer, 
Kristin Mosher)

127 Gadwall, Dunlin, White-
crowned Sparrow,  

Lawrence’s Warbler

Long-tailed Duck, Eastern 
Screech-Owl, Merlin,  

Peregrine Falcon, Acadian 
Flycatcher, Cape May War-

bler, Wilson’s Warbler

The Bicycle Birders 
(Lonnie Mast, Jesse  
Hershberger, Timothy 
Miller, Benjamin  
Schlabach, Luke Yoder)

97 Black Vulture Solitary Sandpiper,  
Semipalmated Sandpiper,  

Philadelphia Vireo, Orchard 
Oriole 

The Blackburnians (Jan 
Needham McGraw, Jane 
Needham)

70

The Loon Rangers 
(Chris Stanger, Stephen 
Schwab, Frank Brosch, 
Cory Brosch)

133 Red-breasted Merganser Long-tailed Duck, Ruddy 
Duck, American Bittern, 

Semipalmated Sandpiper, 
Wilson’s Snipe, Eastern 

Whip-poor-will, Acadian Fly-
catcher, Cliff Swallow, Bay-

breasted Warbler, Grasshop-
per Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow

The Wrenegades (Faith 
Baker, Beverly Leverault, 
Ted Baker, Kharisma 
Goldston, Joel Baker, Jim 
Baker, David Marzolf)

100 Rusty Blackbird American Bittern, Cliff Swal-
low, Vesper Sparrow

What the Hawk? (Carla 
Bregman, Jane Fager-
land, Mark Bregman)

83 Henslow’s Sparrow

This spring brought Onondaga Audu-
bon’s 63rd Birdathon May 21. Sixteen 
teams with a total of 48 participants 
took part in the event. Despite an in- 
credibly hot day, birders produced 
186 unique species. 

High team-species totals went to the 
Loon Rangers, who found 133 spe-
cies; the Baltimore Woods Wonder 
Pigeons, with 127 species; and Blue-
birds, with 111 species. There were 
20 team single-species, highlighted 
by a Lawrence’s Warbler at Green 
Lakes State Park and a Black Vulture 
in Madison County. The 24 team-
doubles this year included Acadian 
Flycatcher, Philadelphia Vireo, and 
Henslow’s Sparrow. 

As we go to press, more than $5,000 
in Birdathon donations have been 
raised. Leading team donations were 
Marsh Madness with $2,000 and the 
Blackburnians with $1,604. Since we 
anticipate that more donations will 
be coming in, we’ll be updating team 
donation results in the 2023 spring/
summer Kestrel. 

Onondaga Audubon is currently 
seeking individuals to take on these 
special roles: 
-Copy editor to edit, revise, and 
rewrite articles for our publications 
and assist the design editor with 
layouts. Knowledge of AP style is helpful.
-Website Manager to take 
charge of our website and social 
media platforms (Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram), keeping them up to date 
with relevant information about the 
chapter and its upcoming events. 
-Board Members to attend meetings 
and assist in making important 
decisions determining Onondaga 
Audubon policies regarding programs, 
events, and conservation issues. 
The first two positions do not require 
joining our board of directors, but  
it is encouraged. If you can help 
us continue our important work in 
one of these roles, please email us at  
onauduboncom@gmail.com. 

mailto:onauduboncom%40gmail.com?subject=
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Highly Pathogenic 
Avian Influenza (HPAI)

(only two known cases have been 
reported so far this year) and does not 
appear to be deadly. 

H5N1 has already been found in many 
bird species in New York, and wildlife 
rehabilitators in our state are becom-
ing inundated with sick and dying 
raptors and waterbirds. Public- and an-
imal-health researchers have already 
begun working together to determine 
how to control the disease, how to 
prevent its continued decimation of 
both poultry and wild bird populations, 
and how to prevent any further spread 
to humans. 

We can all do our part to contribute to 
reducing the spread of this H5N1:

•While H5N1 is extremely rare in 
songbirds, we can help prevent trans-
mission of this or other diseases at 
our feeders and bird baths by cleaning 
and scrubbing them every week with 
a 10%-bleach solution. Just as you 
wouldn’t eat off the same dinner plate 

OAS FIELD TRIPS,  
CLASSES, AND EVENTS:  
AUGUST 2022-FEBRUARY 
2023
Please contact the trip leader at least two 
days in advance to sign up. Trips will be 
limited in number of participants, and sign-
up is required. All local and CDC regulations 
with regards to COVID-19 will be followed at 
the time of these trips. Trip leaders will limit 
the number of people as they see fit and will 
reveal a trip’s time and meeting place when 
participants enroll. People who do not sign Continued on page 8

up in advance but show up on the day of 
the trip will not be allowed to participate.

Pop-Up Field Trips. More trips may 
become available and will be announced 
one to two weeks in advance on social 
media, so keep an eye out for these special 
events!

Welcome to all beginning birders! We 
hope you’ll join us this fall to catch some 
migrants flying through our area en route 
to their winter homes. Please bring binocu-
lars if you have them; if not, let the leader 
know, as you may be able to borrow a pair. 
Be sure to dress according to the weather 

and wear appropriate footwear. Bring  
water and snacks if you need them.

Onondaga Lake’s West Shore Trail 
Saturday, September 10
Alison Kocek  602-402-2284 (text)
akocek@gmail.com

Join Alison for a walk along the south-
ern portion of Onondaga Lake’s West 
Shore Trail. This easy two-mile walk is 
great for beginners hoping to observe 
possible late-nesting marsh birds as well 
as migrant waterbirds, songbirds, and 
waterfowl. Contact Alison to sign up.

without washing it day after day, 
birds also should not eat from an 
unclean feeder for weeks at a time.

•If you have chickens, take precau-
tions to keep them separate from 
wild birds, especially waterbirds. 
Washing your hands and implement-
ing a 10%-bleach solution boot wash 
that you can step into before enter-
ing your coop can help prevent bring-
ing in any diseases from your birding 
travels earlier in the day. Preventing 
infections in your chickens also helps 
to reduce the spread of H5N1 to wild 
birds.

•If you notice numerous (three-plus) 
dead birds or birds exhibiting trem-
ors or other neurological symptoms 
(especially in a waterfowl, wading 
bird, seabird, shorebird, or raptor), 
please contact the wildlife office of 
the Department of Environmental 
Conservation (844-332-3267) im-
mediately and let them know you are 
concerned about avian influenza.

This year, a highly infectious and deadly 
strain of the avian influenza virus has 
been impacting the world’s birds. The 
H5N1 strain first emerged around 1996 
in commercial fowl in Asia; it has since 
spread all over the world. One reason 
for its spread is that the virus has be-
come more adapted to wild birds, which 
spread the disease as they migrate. The 
impact of H5N1 on the poultry industry 
has been extreme, with over 77 million 
birds dead or culled to prevent the  
virus’s spread, leading to the high 
chicken and egg prices we are seeing 
today. 

In wild birds, this disease seems to have 
the greatest impact on waterbirds. How-
ever, while waterfowl have been found 
to carry the disease, few are dying from 
it. This could be because they have 
adapted to other strains of the virus 
over time. But other waterbirds, such 
as seabirds, are dying in great numbers. 
Tern colonies in the Midwestern U.S. 
and in Europe have lost thousands of 
individuals to H5N1, including 64% of 
the Caspian Tern population in Wiscon-
sin and Michigan, and seabird carcasses 
are beginning to wash up along the 
Atlantic Coast in great numbers. 

The disease is also being spread to in-
dividuals that eat waterbirds, including 
such birds of prey as Bald Eagles, Red-
tailed Hawks, and Great Horned Owls, 
as well as such carnivorous mammals 
as foxes, bobcats, and otters. The virus 
has the ability to transfer to humans, 
but apparently this is extremely rare 

By Alison Kocek
Vice President
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Sustainability Practices

Onondaga Audubon is com-
mitted to environmentally 
responsible practices. This 
piece is printed at Jacobs Press, 
an environmentally conscious 
facility run by 100% wind power, 
on paper from tree farms with 
sustainable production meth-
ods in which nearly all waste 
paper, plastic, wood, and metal 
is recycled.

Pleasant Valley Preserve: 
Beginner Weekday Bird Walk
Thursday, September 15
Diane Emord 
demord55@gmail.com

Join Diane for a beginner’s morning bird 
walk at the new Pleasant Valley Preserve, a 
CNY Land Trust property located on Pleas-
ant Valley Road. Bring binoculars. Diane 
will give instruction on how to use binocu-
lars correctly and tips on how to spot and 
identify birds. The trip will take two to three 
hours. Easy walking; no facilities. Please 
contact Diane to sign up.

Green Lakes State Park
Saturday, September 17
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

This hike through Green Lakes State Park 
will take from 2.5 to 4 hours (or more), 
depending on trail length and weather con-
ditions. It’s highly recommended that par-
ticipants bring their own water and insect 
repellent. Please contact Paul for details 
and specific time and meeting place.

Creekwalk/Onondaga Lake
Saturday, September 24
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Paul Richardson will lead this field trip to 
Onondaga Lake to look for waterfowl and  
late migrating songbirds. Depending on 
conditions, we may also walk the West Shore 
Trail to the Harbor Brook area. Please contact 
Paul for more details and specific time and 
meeting place.

Long Branch Park: 
Onondaga Lake North Shore
Using the eBird Smartphone App
Sunday, October 16
Jason Luscier 479-871-9199
lusciejd@lemoyne.edu

Join Jason for morning birding along the 
north shore of Onondaga Lake, starting at 
Long Branch Park. In addition to seeing some 
excellent fall waterfowl, attendees will learn 
the ins and outs of the eBird smartphone 
app. This will likely be a two- to three-hour 
outing, so be sure to bring water and snacks, 
etc. Please contact Jason for details and 
meeting place.

Creekwalk Trip for Bald Eagles and 
Syracuse Inner Harbor 
Saturday, January 14, 2023
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Paul will lead this hike along the Creekwalk 

to the Onondaga Lake shoreline, where 
wintering Bald Eagles roost, and then head 
over to the Syracuse Inner Harbor to look 
for waterfowl and wintering gulls. Please 
dress warmly. Contact Paul for additional 
information.   

Baldwinsville to Oswego
Saturday, February 28, 2023
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871
wpurcell@twcny.rr.com

Join Bill to look for waterfowl and gulls along 
the rivers from Baldwinsville to Oswego. 
Please contact Bill for more details.

A Note about additional winter field 
trips. Additional field trips may be added 
during the winter months, depending on 
weather conditions and bird activity. For ex-
ample, we might schedule extra trips to view 
Bald Eagles on Onondaga Lake (dependent 
on lake ice) or to find Snowy Owls or Rough-
legged Hawks, should there be an irruption. 
Be sure to check out Facebook and Twitter 
for announcements on these special events.

FIELD TRIPS:  SEPTEMBER 2022-FEBRUARY 2023 Continued from page 7
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