
SPRING/SUMMER PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

From Finches to FiRN 
Wed., February 9, 6:30 p.m.
Online Virtual Meeting via Zoom

Winter finch irruptions have fasci-
nated birders for years. Matthew 
Young, founder of the Finch Research 
Network (FiRN), will talk about the 
ecology and distribution of these 
finches as well as how and where 
to look for them. You’ll learn about 
the different flights and calls of Red 
Crossbills and Evening Grosbeaks as 
well as the future of FiRN. 
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Population Dynamics and 
Habitat Use in New York 
Fishers
Wed., April 13, 6:30 p.m.
Online Virtual Meeting via Zoom

Fishers (Pekania pennanti) are 
medium-sized members of the 
weasel family, historically found in 
the temperate and boreal forests of 
North America. Recent data from fur 
trappers has indicated a possible de-
cline in fisher numbers in the central 
Adirondack region of New York. The 
New York State DEC has partnered 
with SUNY-ESF to investigate survival 
and reproduction rates of fishers and 
link them to landscape conditions 
in northern New York. Tonight, ESF 
doctoral candidate Stephanie Cun-
ningham will discuss her work with 
this project.

VIRTUAL PROGRAMS
To join these meetings, please see 
the note at the end of this program 
list.

Bird Migration: 
Connecting Continents
Wed., March 9, 6:30 p.m.
Online Virtual Meeting via Zoom

The lives of many bird species are 
defined by migration. Nonetheless, 
migration is the most perilous part of 
these birds’ lives, and they take great 
risks to accomplish their spectacular 
journeys. This evening, Lynn Scho-
field, staff biologist with the Institute 

Educator’s Week at Hog 
Island Audubon Camp
Wed., May 11, 6:30 p.m.
Online Virtual Meeting via Zoom

Each year, Onondaga Audubon sends 
two high-school teachers to National 
Audubon’s Hog Island camp off the 
coast of central Maine. In 2021, Holly 
Stekl, a biology and earth science 
teacher at Romulus Central School, 
and Rick Garrett, a biology and ecol-
ogy teacher at Skaneateles High 
School, took part in Hog Island’s 
invaluable one-week program. The 
workshops they attended offered 
them important field techniques, 
described current conservation is-
sues, and taught them field identifi-
cation skills, all transferable to their 
classrooms here in Central New York. 
Join us to hear about their incredible 
experiences!

R
IC

K
 G

A
R

R
E

T
T

S
T

E
P

H
A

N
IE

 C
U

N
N

IN
G

H
A

M

A young Red-eyed Vireo fitted with a transmitter 
that tracks its movements during migration.

for Bird Populations in Petaluma, 
California, will discuss the whys and 
hows of bird migration, the challenges 
of studying a phenomenon that occurs 
across a continental scale, and using 
our understanding of bird migration 
to improve conservation strategies for 
migratory species.
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A fisher photographed by a trail camera.

Holly Stekl inspects a young lobster during the 
educator’s week in Maine.

Join our Zoom Meetings!
Download the free Zoom program at 
https//zoom.us 
Enter the meeting ID: 998 8565 3241
Enter the Password: Ymo3Ymx 
BRGJ5UlFVbUEzZVprT0hWZz09



2

The Kestrel
Editors Rose DeNeve, Kayla Fisk 
 
Officers, Chairs, and Directors 2021-2022

President Dori Joiner 
Vice President Alison Kocek
Secretary Michelle Stantial
Treasurer  Robert Kuehnel
Birdathon Paul Richardson, Whitni        
 Smith
Conservation Maryanne Adams
Education (Not currently filled)
Field Trips Dori Joiner
Membership Joan Ragland
Programs Jason Luscier
Native Plants Diane Emord
Sanctuaries David Fitch
Directors Maryanne Adams,  

Diane Emord, Kayla Fisk, 
David Fitch,  Jason Luscier, 
Pat Parkhurst, Joan 
Ragland, Paul Richardson

Hon. Director Ellie Long

Join 
To become a member of Onondaga Audubon 
Society, please send your name, address, 
and a check for $15 payable to Onondaga 
Audubon Society to the address below. 
Chapter-only members receive The Kestrel 
newsletter. For information on National 
Audubon Society membership, please visit 
audubon.org. Joint members with National 
Audubon receive The Kestrel plus Audubon 
magazine.  

Volunteer  
If you would like to talk to a committee chair 
about how you might help, contact  
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com, and a 
representative will contact you.

 
Donate 
If you would like to help us achieve our 
mission, you can do so by mailing a check to: 
 
Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 620 
Syracuse, NY 13201 
 
Stay in touch 
Letters to the editor may be sent to 
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com or to the 
address above.

Visit our website: OnondagaAudubon.org

If you would like to receive The Kestrel 
by email only, please send your request to  
OAS.Membership@gmail.com.

If you would like to receive email  
reminders about public programs  
and field trips, send an email to  
OAS.Programs@gmail.com with the word 
Subscribe in the subject line.

Problems with subscriptions should be 
referred to the membership chair at  
OAS.Membership@gmail.com.

THE KESTREL  |   SPRING / SUMMER 2022

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Dorothy “Dori” Joiner 
President

Migration, Rebirth, 
New Growth

As the winter snow melts away and 
the days lengthen, we all excitedly 
await the arrival of birds migrating 
back to their summer homes. This 
spring, Onondaga Audubon has 
planned a full schedule of field trips, 
events, and program meetings in an-
ticipation of an active migration sea-
son. We are hopeful that everything 
will take place as planned; however, 
due to the continued uncertainty of 
COVID-19 variants, please check our 
emails, social media, and website for 
the most up-to-date information.

First in the line-up will be our excel-
lent program meetings; these started 
in January and will continue monthly 
through May online, via Zoom. While 
we miss interacting with our mem-
bers in person, we have discovered 
that attendance is higher for virtual 
meetings. In addition, virtual meet-
ings allow us to attract speakers 
from across the country, providing a 
greater variety of quality educational 
programs with no travel involved.  

Next, we have the return of the very 
popular Birding by Ear course. We 
were forced to cancel this course last 
year due to the pandemic, but now 
we’ve rescheduled it, providing the 
pandemic is in check and in-person 
classes are permitted. Sign up early 
for this interactive class; it fills up fast, 
and enrollment is limited. (See more 
details in the events listing in this 
newsletter).

Field trips are by far the best way to 
observe the spring migration, and 
this spring, we have some old favor-
ites back and some new weekday 
bird walks, too. In addition, we have 
two new field-trip leaders. Please 
contact each trip’s leader to sign up, 
and check our social media for any 
changes in field trips and for news of 
pop-up events.

Derby Hill Bird Observatory is the 
place to be in the spring to observe 
the annual raptor migration. While we 

have two field trips scheduled for  
Derby Hill, any clear day with moder-
ate, warm southerly winds is a great 
day for a trip to Derby Hill, which is 
open to the public year-round. This 
year we welcome a new professional 
hawk counter, Brandon Brogle. Be 
sure to say hello and welcome Bran-
don when you visit. (To learn more 
about him, see the sanctuary article 
in this newsletter.) On May 14, we also 
plan to hold Discover Derby Hill day, 
when guided bird walks will show off 
the many avian species to be found 
throughout the sanctuary. Bring the 
family and a picnic lunch for a fun-filled 
day outdoors!

Spring is also the time for experiencing 
the rebirth of nature after a long winter. 
Many of us will resume working in our 
yards and gardens, and we strongly 
encourage you to choose your plants 
wisely. One of the biggest impacts we 
can have on improving the environ-
ment and creating bird- and pollinator-
friendly habitats is to choose native 
plants and avoid plants treated with 
pesticides, especially neonicotinoids 
(neonics). For information on native 
plants, go to https://www.hgcny.org 
(Habitat Gardening in CNY); for more 
about neonics, go to https://abcbirds.
org/neonics. Unfortunately, neon-
ics are used in many flowering plants 
available at large garden centers and 
big-box stores. Please buy new plants 
from known sources that do not use 
these pesticides. If we each do our part 
to create good backyard habitats for 
birds and pollinators, our combined 
actions will make a big difference.
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A field trip to Onondaga Lake’s West Shore Trail.
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SANCTUARIES

A Season Full of 
Birds and Upgrades
By David Fitch 
Sanctuary Chair

As we approach the 2022 count 
season at Derby Hill, I am pleased 
to introduce our new contract-
counter, Brandon Brogle. Brandon 
comes to us from Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. He earned a bach-
elor’s degree in biology from 
Muhlenberg College and devel-
oped his raptor-spotting and iden-
tification skills while serving as a 
conservation-science trainee at 
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary in the 
fall of 2020. In spring 2021, Bran-
don was invited back to mentor a 
class of new trainees; in the fall, 
he served as the official counter at 
the Waggoner’s Gap hawk watch 
near Carlisle, Pennsylvania. Based 
on what I’ve learned to date, I am 
confident in Brandon’s abilities 
and believe that he will demon-
strate his expressed enthusiasm 
to witness migration at Derby Hill. 
Please join me in welcoming him.

In response to reports of an un-
known disease affecting birds in 
the mid-Atlantic states last sum-
mer, the bird feeders at Derby Hill 
were taken down. Now that the 
outbreak appears to have sub- 
sided, we expect to resume feed-
ing when the count season begins.

In my last report, I stated that 
the fields at Derby Hill would be 
mowed before readers received 
the fall/winter edition of The 
Kestrel. However, due to some 
maintenance issues with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s equip-
ment, that did not happen, and we 
were unable to obtain their tractor 
and brush cutter. It appeared as 
though we would have to put off 
mowing for another year, despite 
the fact that mowing was badly 
needed. Then, in mid-November, 
Matt Brown came to the rescue 
with his own equipment and 
mowed the critical fields at the 
north and south lookouts before 
the snow fell. I want to thank Matt 

for stepping up and providing this 
service. The lower north-lookout field 
near the Sage Creek Road parking lot 
and the second and third fields were 
not cut; we will address those fields 
in 2022.

I wish to acknowledge the contribu-
tions of John Cashier and former 
hawk counter Anna Stunkel, who 
repainted and stained the Derby Hill 
sign at the north lookout, and Ken 
Hodgson, who replaced the storage-
building doors. It has also been grati-
fying to have the cooperation and 
assistance of our neighbors, Gary and 
Lynn Toth and Dave and Barb Hoaglin, 
in reacting to some unfortunate acts 
of vandalism that occurred last fall.

Daniel Gagnier and his local Boy 
Scout troop have developed and 
funded some information boards that 
will be posted along Derby Hill trails 
in the spring. They have also offered 
us a trail clean-up day in 2022. I must 
say that interacting with this group of 
young men gives one hope!

At Noyes Sanctuary, trail clearing and 
marker replacement are ongoing  
efforts. The areas of the forest affec- 
ted by gypsy-moth caterpillars ap-
pear to have survived the infestation. 
Now that the deed for the recently 
acquired Noyes parcel has been filed 
and a survey completed, we are pre-
paring an application for a non-profit 
tax exemption from the Town of New 
Haven.

If you would like to receive the  
2021 Derby Hill Bird Observatory 
Rough-leg newsletter and be added 
to the mailing list for future issues,  
please contact:  
oas.membership@gmail.com

Fields at the north lookout at Derby Hill. These 
fields are mowed to maintain sightlines for viewing 
migrating raptors and preserve grassland habitats.
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Preventing Bird 
Collisions
Alison Kocek
Vice President

As many as 1 billion birds may die from 
window collisions each year in the Uni- 
ted States alone. These collisions are 
not just with high-rise buildings; resi-
dential buildings, such as our homes, 
are expected to kill at least 2 birds each 
year.  With nearly 150 million housing 
units in the U.S., this toll is a huge prob-
lem. Birds cannot detect clear glass 
and do not understand reflections from 
glass. This means collisions most often 
occur where vegetation is reflected in 
windows and where bird feeders are 
present. 

To save birds around your home, follow 
these guidelines: 

1. Find the most hazardous windows. 
Prioritize fixing windows that have had 
known collisions, or those that seem to 
reflect natural features the best. 

2. Determine what the issues might 
be and how to fix them. Are birds 
fighting their reflections during the 
spring? If so, dirty your windows with 
soap and water to cloud them and re-
duce reflections. Can you apply exterior 
window screens? These will reduce 
reflections and bird deaths while keep-
ing bugs out.

Other options include using the 2-inch 
(vertical) by 4-inch (horizontal) rule 
when applying decals or tape; our favor-
ites are tape dots by Feather Friendly 
(https://www.featherfriendly.com/resi-
dential). Or you can place vertical lines 
of parachute cord four inches apart 
along the outside of the window.

3. Report dead birds to dBird.org 
to help scientific research on bird 
mortalities.

While protecting your own home’s win-
dows from bird collisions is critical to 
conservation, Onondaga Audubon will 
soon begin a program to identify build-
ings in downtown Syracuse that may be 
leading to mass bird mortalities. Stay 
tuned to our social media platforms and 
emails for details on how you can help 
contribute to this important initiative.

mailto:oas.membership%40gmail.com?subject=
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At this writing, a landmark win for 
New York’s pollinators and birds 
might be on the horizon, should the 
state’s legislature pass the Birds 
and Bees Protection Act [S.699-B 
(Hoylman)/A.7429 (Englebright)] in 
its next session. This bill would pro-
hibit the use of neonicotinoid-treated 
corn, soybean, and wheat seeds as 
well as the non-agricultural use of ne-
onic pesticides on ornamental plants 
and turf.

The term neonicotinoid simply means 
new and nicotine-like. Neonicotinoids, 
or neonics, are made from the natu-
ral plant alkaloid nicotine. The first 
commercially produced neonicoti-
noid, imidacloprid, was patented by 
Bayer in 1985. Additional neonic com-
pounds have been developed since 
then, and neonicotinoids are now the 
most widely used class of insecticide 
in the world.

Neonics kill insects by attacking nerve 
cells, overstimulating and destroying 
them. Because the specific receptors 
in the nervous systems of insects are 
less prevalent in vertebrates, it was 
thought that neonicotinoids would 
cause very little harm to mammals, 
birds, and fish. It was also assumed 
to be safer for humans than other 
pesticides.

But neonics are water-soluble and 
systemic. The poison on treated 
seeds dissolves when in contact with 
water. Roots then absorb the neonic-
laced water, and the pesticide eventu-
ally reaches every part of the plant. 
At first, this fact was touted as an 
advantage, because it appeared that 
the neonic targeted only the pests 
that were attacking that particular 
plant. Unfortunately, as systemics, 
neonic pesticides are also present in 
pollen and nectar, making them toxic 
to bees and other pollinators. Water 
solubility also allows neonics to travel 
through the soil and contaminate 
water in other places. They can be 
absorbed by pollinator plants and 
trees near farms using treated seeds, 
thereby harming non-target insect 

species. Hence, insect populations are 
decreased either by being directly poi-
soned or from impaired reproduction.

Huge losses of honey bees were the 
first indicator that neonicotinoids were 
causing a problem, and in 2018, the Eu-
ropean Union banned the outdoor use 
of the three neonicotinoids that were 
most deadly to bees—clothianidin, imi-
dacloprid, and thiamethoxam. Mean-
while, neonicotinoid use increased in 
the U.S., where seeds were routinely 
treated before being sold. By 2018, at 
least 150 million acres of neonicoti-
noid-treated corn, cotton, and soybean 
seed had been planted in the U.S.

At the same time, insect populations 
that are important food sources for 
birds have plummeted, including but-
terfly and moth caterpillars that are 
needed by most nestlings. As a result, 
reproductive success for birds has also 
decreased. A report from the National 
Resources Defense Council links the 
decline of insects over the past 50 
years to the loss of 29% of North 
America’s birds.  

As one might expect, neonic-treated 
seeds may be spilled or left uncovered 
during planting. Birds that find the 
seed and consume even a tiny amount 
will be affected. Eating treated seed 
can kill birds outright, but there are 
other repercussions. Margaret Eng, 
lead author of the first study of the 

possible effects of neonics on birds 
in the wild, found that eating even a 
tiny amount of an imidacloprid-coated 
seed could delay migration and affect a 
bird’s breeding success (https://www.
nationalgeographic.com/environment/
article/widely-used-pesticide-makes-
birds-lose-weight/).

In this study, researchers captured 
White-crowned Sparrows at a stopover 
site during spring migration. The birds 
were fed varying doses of imidacloprid, 
the high dose being comparable to eat-
ing one-tenth of a treated sunflower or 
corn seed. Birds eating the high dose 
had lost 6% of their body mass by the 
time they were weighed six hours later. 

In the next phase of the study, the spar-
rows were tagged with tiny transmitters 
and released. Researchers found that 
the high-dose sparrows needed 3.5 
more days at the stopover site to re- 
cover from the neonic and regain their 
lost weight. This study demonstrates 
that even a very low dose of imidaclo-
prid would suppress the appetite of a 
sparrow subject and induce lethargy. 
It also showed that, although birds did 
not die from ingesting the neonic, they 
needed time to recover after consum-
ing it.

The implications of this groundbreak-
ing study are significant. As the authors 
point out, spring migration coincides 
with planting time, and North American 

CONSERVATION

By Maryanne Adams 
Conservation Chair

A Glimmer of Hope 
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farmers are using neonicotinoid-
treated seeds. Spillage is inadvertent 
yet inevitable, and birds could be re-
peatedly exposed to treated seed as 
they move toward breeding grounds. 
Resulting delays in migration will 
negatively affect reproductive suc-
cess, something that already-declin-
ing populations do not need.

Farmers are, for the most part, 
unaware that neonicotinoid-treated 
seeds are detrimental to wildlife and 
ecosystems. They have placed their 
trust in the chemical industry, and 
treated seeds are the ones chemical 
companies have made available. With 
so many unknown factors in agricul-
ture, is it any wonder that farmers 
have gravitated to buying treated 
seed, seed that needs no further 
protection against insect pests that 
might show up and destroy their 
investment?

Eng’s study was not an isolated in- 
quiry. A coalition of Audubon New 
York and nine other environmental  
organizations produced a documen- 
ted fact sheet about neonic pesti-
cides and the dangers they pose to 
both wildlife and humans. The fact 
sheet cited Cornell University’s analy-
sis of 1,121 peer-reviewed studies on 
the costs and benefits of neonics and 
their negative impacts on pollinators. 
The conclusion of the June 2020 re-
port was that corn and soybean seed 
treatments, which comprise about 
73% of the neonics used in New York 
agriculture, “pose ‘substantial’ risks 
to bees and other pollinators, yet pro-
vide ‘no overall net income benefits’ 
to farmers. Likewise, non-agricultural 
lawn and garden uses posed some of 
the highest risks to pollinators, but 
were easily replaced with safer alter-
natives.” (Fact sheet: A7639A/S5816 
Protects New York’s Birds, Bees, 
Water, and People from Neonics).

Although the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency considers neonic-
treated seeds to be pesticides, the 
agency has exempted them from 
regulation. That is why it’s up to New 
York to act to prevent additional and 
unnecessary neonicotinoid contami-
nation by passing the Birds and Bees 
Protection Act, and for other states to 
to pass similar bills.

If the bill has not been voted on by the 
time you read this report, please let 
your state legislators know that you 
support it. Meanwhile, you can help 
nature by creating your own pollinator 
habitat. Please be sure that the seeds 
or plants you choose to buy have not 
been treated with neonicotinoids. If 
enough consumers speak with their 
wallets, suppliers will pay attention. It’s 
not too late to avert a second “silent 
spring,” but it will take all of us working 
together to prevent it.

Straight Species vs. 
Nativars: How Does 
Your Garden Grow?   

By Diane Emord

Spring planting time will soon be here, 
and we’ll have to make decisions about 
which native species to plant and 
where to buy them. Native plants play 
many roles, and it’s important to look 
beyond the aesthetics of the plants you 
buy. The goal of the grow-native move-
ment is to provide as many ecological 
benefits as possible on the land we 
own, such as nectar sources for pol-
linators and hummingbirds, food for 
birds and other wildlife, nesting habi-
tat for birds and insects, and carbon 
sequestration. 

(M. didyma “Purple Rooster”), and Blue 
Stocking Bee Balm (M. didyma “Blue 
Stocking”). Our native bee balm has 
scarlet flowers, but these other varieties 
come in various shades of pink, purple, 
and red. These are cultivars of bee balm, 
varieties that have been deliberately 
bred for various bloom colors, heights, 
disease resistance, foliage color, and so 
on, and then mass produced via cloning 
techniques. It may seem advantageous 
to select plants for these traits, but it is 
becoming more and more questionable 
as to whether these nativars (cultivars of 
native plants) provide the same ecologi-
cal return as straight species.

Wild Ones is a national organization 
whose goal is to promote environmentally 
sound landscaping practices; their motto 
is “Healing the earth one yard at a time.” 
They have recently revised their position 
statement on the use of nativars, based 
on concerns about genetic biodiversity 
and ecosystem services (https:// 
wildones.org/wp-content/images/ 
Nativar-Position-Statement-July-2021-4.
pdf). “Native plants grown from seed  
carry the wealth of their native gene 
pool. ... This genetic diversity helps 
whole species to survive and adapt when 
confronted by environmental stress. ... 
Most cultivars, including nativars, are 
propagated by cloning, so that each plant 
has the same genetic makeup as the 
parent plant. ... If only a small percent-
age of the plants being planted in gar-
dens and landscapes are nativars, there 
would be no concern. However, the mass 
production and increased use of nativars 
over straight-species native plants is 
a concern for ecologists, environmen-
tally friendly gardeners, horticulturists, 
and native-plant professionals. Straight 
species, open-pollinated plants, and the 
genetic diversity they contain are the 
foundation of both nature and horticul-
ture ... as well as the key to ecological 
preservation.”

Wild Ones’ other concern about nativars 
is questioning whether they effectively 
provide the same ecological functions as 
straight-species plants. More research is 
needed, but one quoted study found that 
“when particular nativars varied signifi-
cantly in color, size, or shape from their 
wild type, they provided less ecological 
services to pollinators.” A plant with a 
double bloom may look attractive to us, 
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A native bee balm blooming at Baltimore Woods 
Nature Center.

Large nurseries and big-box stores are 
getting on the native-plant bandwagon, 
but are the plants they provide really 
the best options? A quick internet 
search of bee balm (Monarda didyma), 
a native species commonly grown in 
local habitat gardens, yields phrases 
such as “best variety” and “most 
hardy” and lists dozens of choices, 
including Fireball Bee Balm (M. didyma 
“Fireball”), Purple Rooster Bee Balm 

Continued on page 6
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Spring Birdathon
By Paul Richardson and Whitni Houston
Birdathon Coordinators

Mark your calendars right now and  
reserve Saturday, May 21, for Onon- 
daga Audubon’s 62nd annual Birda- 
thon! Our Big Day takes place during 
peak spring migration here in Central 
New York, and both competitive and 
recreational teams are invited to take 
part. We also encourage teams to 
raise funds in support of Onondaga 
Audubon’s mission to conserve birds 
and their habitats here in Central and 
Northern New York.

The Rules
When: Saturday, May 21, anytime 
between midnight and midnight—no 
rain date! 
Where: Anywhere you like within 
Jefferson, Lewis, Onondaga, Oswego, 
Madison, Oneida, and Herkimer 
Counties, plus Cayuga County north 
of Route 31. 
Teams: Join another, form you own, 
or go solo. No assigned territories. 
Because of COVID-19 concerns, team-
mates may split up from one another 
to cover more ground. But if you 
choose to bird together, please use 
the most current CDC guidelines for 
masks and social distancing. 
Count: Carefully identify species by 
sight and/or ear—follow the honor 
system, please.
Additional information: As we ap-
proach Birdathon day on May 21, we 
will be posting any additional informa-
tion on our social media pages as well 
as the Onondaga Audubon website 
(onondagaaudubon.com/Birda-
thon/).

Records to Beat
Most People: 43 teams, 116 birders 
(1999) 
Most Funds: $7,500 (2001) 
Most Money / Team: $2,001.11 
(2019) 
Most Species Combined: 209 (2011) 
Most Species / Team: 158 (2013)

For More Information:
onondagaaudubon.com/Birdathon/
Sign up now for this exciting bird-
watching event and help support 
Onondaga Audubon’s local education 
and bird sanctuary priorities. Contact 
Paul Richardson at 315-488-5022 or 
richardsonp.audubon@gmail.com

BIRDATHON
but if it makes a bee unable to reach 
its nectar, its ecological role is dimin-
ished. After all, native plants support 
our local ecosystem, and we should be 
supporting that ecosystem with local 
native plants.

Doug Tallamy, author of Bringing 
Nature Home and Nature’s Best Hope, 
advises, “It is a bad idea to load the 
landscape with cultivars that have no 
genetic variability. ... I think the safest 
policy right now is to encourage the 
use of straight species. Ask for them at 
your local nursery; encourage nursery-
men to start stocking more straight 
species. The nursery industry has not 
embraced the message that native 
plants are more about ecosystem 
function than about looks. We have to 
convince them that there is a market 
for plants with high function.”

So how can you tell if you are buying a 
nativar? Look at the name. Does it in-
clude a descriptor in quotation marks, 
such as Monarda didyma “Fireball”? 
This is a nativar. Many, many plants 
sold as native are actually mass- 
produced nativars and should be 
avoided. There are reputable nurseries 
in our area that grow their stock from 
local seed, a more time-consuming 
and labor-intensive process. These 
providers can be found in Habitat 
Gardening in Central NY’s (HGCNY, the 
local chapter of Wild Ones) native plant 
shopping guide (https://www.hgcny.
org/projects/shopping/). The guide 
gets updated each year and is both 
free and user friendly.

Updated 2021 Team Donations 
Team Name Total Donations

The Blackburnians $1,700 

Marsh Madness $1,515 

What the Hawk? $450 

The Bird Dogs $392.50 

The Empire Shrikes Back $320 

Old Grey Gnatcatcher $300 

Baltimore Woods $192.50 

Osprey Can You See $110 

Ms. Chickadee $50 

ALL TEAMS COMBINED $5,030 

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
2021 Birdathon raised just over $5,000 
in donations. Below is an updated list of 
2021 team donations.

On September 4, 
2021, Onondaga 
Audubon lost 
former board 
member Niles F. 
Brown of Tully, 
New York. Those 
who attended  
the Derby Hill 
Bird Festival 
might remember 
Niles for his en-

In Memoriam

thusiasm in planning and organizing that 
event, for which his main task was the 
silent auction. The auction was the festi-
val’s primary fundraiser, largely because 
of Nile’s personable manner. He was 
extremely attentive to details, drummed 
up a lot of support, actively pitched the 
auction at the festival, and connected 
with the crowd. 

Niles was also one the directors of the 
New York State Bluebird Society  
(NYSBS) right up to his passing. He was 
the society’s Cortland County coordina-
tor and received the group’s Bressler 
Service Award in 2014. Niles staffed 
NYSBS information booths at vari-
ous events, including the Empire Farm 
Days, and was one of the experts who 
answered “Questions for the Experts” in 
the society’s newsletter. He shared his 
knowledge about bluebird conservation 
with many visitors along the Derby Hill 
bluebird trail and helped others set up 
their own bluebird boxes, always finding 
the good in people and treating them 
with kindness.  —Diane Emord

We Need Your Help!
Onondaga Audubon is currently 
seeking individuals to take on two 
special roles:

•Education Committee Chair to 
bring our conservation messages to 
local schools and community events. 

•Website Manager to update and 
manage our website and keep it  
current. 

These positions do not require join-
ing our board of directors, but it is 
encouraged. If you can help us con- 
tinue our important work in one of 
these roles, please email us at  
onauduboncom@gmail.com.

Nativars, continued from page 5
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Please contact the trip leader at least 
two days in advance to sign up. Trips 
will be limited in number of participants, 
and sign-up is required. All local and CDC 
regulations with regard to COVID-19 will 
be followed at the time of these trips. Trip 
leaders will limit the number of people as 
they see fit; they will reveal the time and 
meeting place when each participant en-
rolls. Those who do not sign up in advance, 
or who simply show up on the day of the 
trip, will not be allowed to participate.

Pop-Up Field Trips. Additional trips may 
become available and will be announced 
one to two weeks in advance on social 
media, so keep an eye out for these special 
events.

Welcome to all beginning birders! We 
hope you’ll join us this spring to enjoy birds 
migrating back to their summer nesting 
grounds. Please bring binoculars if you 
have them; if not, let the leader know, as 
you may be able to borrow a pair. Be sure 
to dress according to the weather and wear 
appropriate footwear. Bring water and 
snacks if you need them.

Derby Hill Bird Observatory
Saturday, March 26 and April 23 
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871

Join Bill Purcell for a day at Derby Hill, one 
of North America’s best spring hawk-
migration sites. Dress very warmly; bring 
binoculars. Please contact Bill to sign up. 

Saturday, March 26 
This is the peak time for many adult rap-
tors. Besides the usual Turkey Vultures 
and Red-tailed Hawks, we would expect 
to see Red-shouldered and Rough-legged 
Hawks, Northern Harrier, and both Bald 
and Golden Eagles. 

Saturday, April 23
This second field trip to Derby Hill falls in 
the peak time for Broad-winged Hawks, 
and all of the 15 regularly occurring raptor 
species are possible at this date.

Birding by Ear: A Beginner’s Course 
for Identifying Birds by Their Songs 
and Calls
Steve Kinne 315-882-3684

If you are new to birding, or if you are con-
fident of your visual identification skills but 
don’t know birds by their songs/calls, then 
this concentrated course is a great starting 
point. The emphasis is on both developing 
your listening skills and your identification 
of birds by their song/call. You’ll learn how 
to actively listen to birdsongs/calls,  

Continued on page 8

describe their characteristics, learn mem-
ory aids (like mnemonics), and then use 
them to help guide you to an ID. During four 
evening classroom sessions, key birdsongs/
calls will be presented for detailed analysis 
and identification, with lots of repetition. 
Homework assignments then expand on 
these by comparing classroom ‘knowns’ 
with similar-sounding ‘unknowns.’ Each 
class and homework assignment builds 
on previous ones. Following the classroom 
sessions, four or more field trips during 
peak spring migration will present lots of 
opportunities to practice these skills and 
gain confidence in identifications.

Classroom dates
Tuesday evenings, April 5, 12, 19, and 26
Manlius Library, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Field outings 
Locations and additional trips to be an-
nounced
Sunday morning, April 24, 8:00-11:00 a.m.
Sunday morning, May 1, 8:00-11:00 a.m.
Tuesday evening, May 3, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Saturday morning, May 7, 8:00-11:00 a.m. 

N.B. Class size is limited to 10 people. 
Participants must be present for all four 
evening classes, be willing to do homework, 
and attend at least three field trips. Also, 
because of safety concerns during the on-
going pandemic, participants must be fully 
vaccinated against COVID and wear masks 
indoors if required by the hosting library. Fi-
nally, there is the possibility of canceling the 
course if there is a COVID surge that affects 
our ability to hold indoor classes. Contact 
Steve for more details and to sign up.

Annual Wildlife Festival
Saturday, May 7, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Montezuma Audubon Center

Enjoy live animal shows, family entertain-
ment, crafts, artisans, live music, delicious 
food, games, and much more. For more 
information, call 315-365-3580 or email 
Montezuma@audubon.org.

Green Lakes State Park
Monday, May 9
Dave Fitch 315-657-2040 
dfitch52@gmail.com

Saturday, June 18
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022   

Join Dave (Monday, May 9) and Paul (Sat-
urday, June 18) for our popular field trips 
at Green Lakes State Park. Hike with these 
experienced birders through woodland 
and grassland habitats. Good chances for 
Orchard Oriole, Scarlet Tanager, Eastern 

Bluebird, and other nesting species. Please 
contact Dave or Paul for more details.  

Discover Derby Hill Bird  
Observatory
Saturday, May 14, 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Join us for day of field walks that celebrate 
bird migration. Explore the trails and habi-
tats of this premier birding location with 
experienced leaders. Walks start on every 
hour.

Weekday Bird Walks
Thursday, May 19 and 26  
Pleasant Valley Preserve
Diane Emord 315-492-4258 
demord@twcny.rr.com

Join Diane for morning beginner bird walks 
at the new Pleasant Valley Preserve, a Cen-
tral New York Land Trust property located 
on Pleasant Valley Road. Bring binoculars. 
Diane will give instruction on how to use 
binoculars correctly and offer tips on how 
to spot and identify woodland birds. The 
trip will take two to three hours. Easy walk-
ing; no facilities. Please contact Diane to 
sign up.

Whiskey Hollow and Vicinity
Sunday, May 22 
Joe Brin 315-857-4734

A traditional spring-migrants and breed-
ing-birds trip to the special gorge that is an 
Important Bird Area and partly protected 
by the Central New York Land Trust. We’ll 
look for several vireos; Cerulean, Hooded, 
and Mourning Warblers; Scarlet Tanager; 
Barred Owl (which nests here); and Acadi-
an Flycatcher, found in only a few places in 
Region 5. Moderate to difficult terrain due 
to a few steep, muddy trails. Trip usually 
lasts until midafternoon. Please contact 
Joe for time and meeting place.

Three Rivers Wildlife  
Management Area
Saturday, May 28 
Joe Brin 315-857-4734

A level hike passing through woods and 
brushy fields. Good for many warblers and 
sparrows as well as both Bald Eagle and 
Osprey nests. Easy terrain. Please contact 
Joe for time and meeting place.

Weekday Morning Bird Walks
Thursday, June 2 and 9  
Erie Canal Towpath, Chittenango
Exact location to be announced
Steve Kinne 315-882-3684
AT2hike@yahoo.com

FIELD TRIPS, CLASSES, AND EVENTS: MARCH 2022-JUNE 2022
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Sustainability Practices

Onondaga Audubon is com-
mitted to environmentally 
responsible practices. This 
piece is printed at Jacobs Press, 
an environmentally conscious 
facility run by 100% wind power, 
on paper from tree farms with 
sustainable production meth-
ods in which nearly all waste 
paper, plastic, wood, and metal 
is recycled.

Steve will lead early morning walks 
along the canal towpath (wide, level 
terrain), looking and listening for a 
variety of birds. Expect to find clas-
sic songbirds, warblers, flycatchers, 
sparrows, herons, kingfishers, and 
many more along the waterway dur-
ing this two- to three-hour field trip.  
Bring binoculars. Because of COVID 
concerns and how close we will be 
gathered, face masks will be required 
for those not fully vaccinated. Contact 
Steve to sign up.

Great Adirondack Birding  
Celebration
June 3-5, 2022
Paul Smiths VIC
Paul Smiths, New York
518-327-6241, vic@paulsmiths.edu

The annual Great Adirondack Bird-
ing Celebration—the longest-running 
boreal birding festival in the North-
east—will be held June 3-5 at the Paul 
Smith’s College Visitor Interpretive 
Center in Paul Smiths, New York. 
The festival will feature field trips to 
boreal-birding hot spots, informative 
lectures, workshops, a raffle,  
social hours, and more. Please  

contact Paul Smiths VIC for more details.

Labrador Hollow Unique Area and 
Morgan Hill State Forest
Saturday, June 4
Michelle Stantial 
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com

Michelle will lead a morning of birding 
through the Labrador Hollow Unique Area 
and Morgan Hill State Forest. We’ll start at 
the Labrador Pond boardwalk to search 
for breeding birds and late migrants, then 
head over to Morgan Hill State Forest. Easy 
walking. 

Sterling Nature Center
Sunday, June 5
Maryanne Adams 315-626-6368
goldtailedhermit@aol.com

Maryanne will lead a beginner’s bird walk 
at Sterling Nature Center. Bring binoculars. 
Nesting Great Blue Herons are possible 
at the heronry, as are many other nesting 
species. Contact Maryanne to sign up.

Montezuma National Wildlife  
Complex
Tuesday, June 7
Dave Fitch 315-657-2040
dfitch52@gmail.com

Join Dave on this trip to Montezuma to look 
for ducks, geese, swans, and other marsh 
and shorebirds. We’ll also check out other 
birding hotspots within the Montezuma 
complex, as time permits. Contact Dave for 
more details.  

Camillus Forest Unique Area
Saturday, June 11  
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

This forest contains some of the tallest and 
oldest trees in Onondaga County. Although 
the main property is a forest, many parts of 
the hike will be through meadows and along 
open fields. Location is good for Baltimore 
Oriole, Scarlet Tanager, and Indigo Bunting, 
as well as Hooded, Blue-winged, and Mourn-
ing Warblers. The trip should last three to 
four hours. Moderate to difficult due to 
some steep trails. Please contact Paul for 
more details.

Green Lakes State Park
Saturday, June 18 
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Join Paul for opportunities to see and hear 
local nesting species. Contact him for more 
details. 

F IELD TRIPS:  MARCH 2022- JUNE 2022 Continued from page 7
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The view off the bluff at Derby Hill Bird Observatory.


