
FALL/WINTER PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

New York Breeding Bird 
Atlas: What’s hatching?
Wed., October 13, 6:30 p.m. 
Marcellus Free Library 
32 Maple St., Marcellus, N.Y.

The Breeding Bird Atlas (BBA) is a five-
year breeding-bird survey undertaken 
once every 20 years; its third survey 
began in 2020. Now that the current 
survey has acquired two years’ worth of 
data, Julie Hart, New York BBA project
coordinator, will tell us what’s been 
discovered to date and how partici-
pants in the greater Syracuse area can 
best use their time to add more data to 
the atlas. Whether you are a novice or 
advanced birder, this unique opportunity 
will strengthen your birding skills while 
you contribute valuable data to a large, 
conservation-minded project.

The Past, Present, and  
Future of the Great 
Swamp Conservancy
Wed., September 8, 6:30 p.m.
Great Swamp Conservancy
8375 N. Main St., Canastota, N.Y.

Michael J. Patane, president of the Great 
Swamp Conservancy (GSC), and GSC 
director Rusty Patane co-founded the 
reserve 22 years ago. While the GSC has 
gone through many changes since then, 
the co-founders have kept its core values 
close to their hearts. Their presentation 
tonight will describe the how and why of 
the GSC’s founding, the challenges it has 
faced, its current activities, and its hopes 
for the future. In the process, it will touch 
on every aspect of the reserve, including 
its wildlife, educational programs, conser-
vation practices, and engagement with 
the larger community. 

A guided tour of the property is available 
before the program. To join, meet in the park-
ing lot at 4 p.m. Bring muck boots or shoes you 
don’t mind getting wet, in case some of the 
trails are muddy.
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Clinton 
Date to be announced
Matt Perry 315-796-2233

Cortland 
Saturday, December 18, 2021
Matt Young may6@cornell.edu

Montezuma
Monday, December 20, 2021
Chris Lajewski 315-365-3580, x200

New Woodstock 
Thursday, December 30, 2021
Matt Young may6@cornell.edu 

Oneida 
Friday, January 1, 2022 
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871 

Oswego
Sunday, December 19, 2021
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871 

Rome 
Sunday, December 19, 2021
Bruce Carpenter 315-271-9073 

Skaneateles 
Date to be announced
John Cashier 315-469-3314 

Syracuse 
Saturday, December 18, 2021
Jason Luscier luscierjd@lemoyne.edu 

Thousand Islands 
Date to be announced
Josh Van Wieren 613 923-5261 x113 
josh.vanwieren@canada.ca 

Watertown
Saturday, December 18, 2021
Bill Haller 315-778-1484
haldex@twcny.rr.com

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
To participate, please contact the count 
compiler, who will confirm the date and 
provide details about the count.

Bald Eagles and the 
Haudenosaunee
Wed., November 10, 6:30 p.m.
Skä-noñh Great Law of Peace Center 
6680 Onondaga Lake Parkway 
Liverpool, N.Y.

Bald Eagles hold great historical 
significance for the Haudenosaunee 
people. In this program, Sarah Shute, 
director of the Skä-noñh Great Law of 
Peace Center, will talk about the 
Haudenosaunee and their relationship 
with the Bald Eagles of Onondaga Lake. 
She will also describe the establishment 
of the Great Law of Peace Center on the 
lake’s eastern shore.

At press time, there were dire warnings about 
the spread of the COVID delta variant. Please 
check social media for the status of our in-
person events.
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To become a member of Onondaga Audubon 
Society, please send your name, address, 
and a check for $15 payable to Onondaga 
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Chapter-only members receive The Kestrel 
newsletter. For information on National 
Audubon Society membership, please visit 
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OAS.Membership@gmail.com.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Dorothy “Dori” Joiner 
President

Cautiously Optimistic

This summer, as we began to see the 
relaxation of pandemic restrictions, 
we sought to offer a full slate of fall/
winter field trips and program meet-
ings. However, the ongoing, rapid 
spread of the COVID delta variant has 
given us pause. Before attending a 
program meeting or field trip in the 
next few months, please check our 
social media platforms or contact the 
field trip leader to verify the status of 
the event.

I would like to introduce and welcome 
our new board member and commu-
nications chairperson, Kayla Fisk, who 
is taking over design of our newslet-
ters. Tom Riley, our previous com-
munications director, has retired after 
many years’ service to Onondaga 
Audubon, not only as executive editor 
and designer of our communications 
but also as a board member and com-
munications chair. Tom will be greatly 
missed for his dedication, expertise, 
and the many hours he spent creating 
Onondaga Audubon’s graphic identity 
and website, and, with Rose DeNeve, 
our printed communications. Thank 
you so much, Tom, for so skillfully 
integrating the way our publications 
greet the public!

While last year’s Educator’s Week at 
the Audubon Camp in Maine was can-
celed due to COVID-19, I am pleased 
to report that our 2020 Ruth Engel-
brecht scholarship winners partici-
pated in the 2021 session. We hope 
the week on Hog Island has helped 
teachers Holly Stekl and Rick Garrett 
to present nature to their students in 
fresh and innovative ways.

This summer, bird banding under the 
U.S. Geological Survey’s Monitoring 
Avian Productivity and Survivorship 
program (MAPS) continued at 
Baltimore Woods for a fourth 
consecutive year. Two new species 
were banded this season: a Least 
Flycatcher and a Willow or Alder 
Flycatcher. (These last two birds can’t 
be identified visually; only their songs 

provide a definitive ID in the field). 
We have also continued to monitor, 
band, and advocate for the endangered 
Great Lakes Piping Plovers, who nested 
again at Sandy Pond. (This year we 
had two nesting pairs!) Alison Kocek, 
who has been banding and closely 
studying the plover chicks, has written 
us a special report detailing the perils 
Piping Plovers face when nesting on 
beaches and waterways used for hu-
man recreation.

Derby Hill Bird Observatory has re-
ceived a handsome upgrade, thanks 
to Daniel Gagnier and Boy Scout Troop 
825 of Mexico, New York. The troop’s 
work included building us some beauti-
ful benches. One of these will be placed 
before a native tree to be planted 
as a memorial to Diane Wheelock, a 
naturalist and bird lover who recently 
bequeathed a large gift to Onondaga 
Audubon. We are very grateful to her 
husband and family for fulfilling her 
generous bequest.

Finally, I invite you to join one or more 
Christmas Bird Counts (CBC) this 
winter. The regions, dates, and contact 
information are listed in this newsletter. 
The Audubon CBC has been providing 
data to conservationists for over 100 
years. Help carry on this tradition by 
adding your observations to this key 
database.  
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A Red-eyed Vireo banded at Baltimore Woods.
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SANCTUARIES

A Season Full of 
Birds and Upgrades
By David Fitch 
Sanctuary Chair

If you would like to receive the  
2021 Derby Hill Bird 
Observatory Rough-leg 
newsletter and be added to the 
mailing list for future issues,  
please contact:  
oas.membership@gmail.com

Onondaga Audubon completed its 
43rd consecutive year of collect-
ing raptor migration data this past 
spring, with Karl Bardon serving 
his third year as contract hawk 
counter. A total of 58,348 raptors 
were recorded during the official 
count period. No new high-count 
records for any species were set. 
(For further details, I refer you to 
Karl’s report in the 2021 Rough-
leg newsletter.) Visitors benefited 
from a relatively dry spring that 
permitted early parking at the 
north lookout. It was encouraging 
to see some of our raptor-watch-
ing enthusiasts return to Derby Hill 
as more people became vacci-
nated against COVID-19.

In March, we received a request 
from local Boy Scout Daniel 
Gagnier to use Derby Hill Bird 
Observatory for his Eagle Scout 
project. Following discussions of 
what would be useful, his troop’s 
capabilities, and his working guide-
lines, we developed a project that 
included replacement of trail signs, 
construction of several benches, 
and certain trail improvements. 
Daniel’s troop also raised funds for 
needed materials. On May 22 and 
June 19, the scouts spent after-
noons staining benches and new 
sign posts, placing mulch on trail 
wet spots, and clearing and mark-
ing trail sections that had become 
overgrown. Under Daniel’s leader-
ship, much-needed improvement 
has been made to the trail sections 
on the northeast side of the creek, 
beyond the boardwalk. Onondaga 
Audubon and our visitors will be 

the beneficiaries of Daniel’s vision 
and his troop’s efforts for many years 
to come. Thank you, Daniel and Boy 
Scout Troop 825!

After bringing public water to the 
Derby Hill residence, it became neces-
sary to replace several leaking or non-
functioning fixtures, including faucets 
for the kitchen sink and bathroom tub. 
I wish to thank Sal Licitra of Lakeside 
Plumbing for his prompt response to 
our needs as well as his donated ser-
vices. Sal came quickly and on short 
notice to make the cottage ready for 
our hawk counter’s arrival.

Our Purple Martin nesting system was 
put up during the first week of April 
in anticipation of and great hope for 
the return of these swallows. I regret 
to report that for the second full year, 
we have not had any nesting martins. 
On a positive note, I can report that 
in mid-June, I witnessed a small flock 
of martins (8 to 10 birds) swirling 
above the gourds and landing on the 
perches. A couple landed on the gourd 
porches and peered inside, but none 
entered. I am encouraged that at least 
the site has been discovered by the 
target species. Perhaps next year.

The Motus tower we erected last 
summer continues to collect data 
from the transmitters of tagged 
birds that pass within its range. As of 
this writing, the Derby Hill tower has 
detected six species. In addition, one 
individual Horned Lark passed the 
tower going south and again on its 
return flight north.

By the time this newsletter appears, 
the fields at Derby Hill will have been 
cut in keeping with our schedule of 
every third year.

At Noyes Sanctuary, the acquisition of 
a neighboring parcel of 12-plus acres 

has been completed, as has a survey 
of the parcel by Jon Erik Svereika 
of Hannibal. I wish to acknowledge 
and thank my friend and counsel 
Thomas Reynolds for providing the 
associated legal services at no cost 
to Onondaga Audubon. Now that 
one can identify the boundaries of 
the new parcel, I believe that there 
is potential for an extension of the 
green trail that would be of interest 
to visitors. Some effort will still be 
needed to determine a viable route, 
followed by clearing obstructions 
and placing trail markers.

On a mid-June tour of Noyes, I dis-
covered that the sanctuary has not 
been spared the effects of gypsy-
moth caterpillars, which have been 
prevalent this summer. Visitors are 
likely to notice a one- or two-acre 
acre area of deciduous trees near 
the center of the sanctuary that 
have been defoliated by the caterpil-
lars. Let us hope that the forest will 
recover from this infestation.
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This has been an exciting year for 
New York’s Great Lakes Piping 
Plovers. We had a record three pairs 
and three nesting attempts in 2021, 
with two of the nests making it to 
hatch. Only two chicks successfully 
fledged this year, but seven chicks 
hatched and graced the shores of 
Lake Ontario’s Sandy Pond beaches, 
the most chicks seen there since at 
least the 1950s.  

Historically, there have been some 
500 to 700 Piping Plover pairs 
nesting across the Great Lakes 
region. In the 1930s, approximately 
27 pairs were known to have nested 
in New York; 12 to 14 of these pairs 
were at Sandy Pond. The Great 
Lakes population reached a low of 
only 12 pairs in 1990 (none in New 
York), but has since slowly begun 
to recover. Today, there are 60 to 75 
pairs, thanks to dedicated manage-
ment and the listing of the Great 
Lakes subspecies as endangered 
under the Endangered Species Act. 

After more than 30 years’ absence, 
Piping Plovers finally returned to 
New York shores in 2015, and 
Onondaga Audubon has been 
working to monitor these imperiled 
birds alongside our partners: 
Audubon New York; New York State 
Office of Parks, Recreation, and 
Historic Preservation; New York 
State Department of Environmental 
Conservation; SUNY-ESF; and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service.

All this good news has not come 
without controversy, however. An 
expanding Piping Plover popula-
tion requires the public to share 
the shore with these beach-nesting 
birds. Each year, State Parks and 
DEC erect symbolic fencing around 
prime nesting habitat; this fencing is 
respected by most beachgoers—but 
sometimes resented. Once chicks 

hatch, they are mobile at only one 
day of age. They must leave the safe, 
fenced areas to forage with their 
parents along the shoreline, exposing 
them to direct contact with beach-
goers, dogs, and predators such as 
foxes, raccoons, and skunks, whose 
populations may be supported by 
nearby human developments. On 
days when the beach is covered in 
visitors (such as most weekends and 
holidays), these birds may not be 
able to access their prime foraging 
habitat, causing the chicks to grow 
more slowly and take longer to fledge, 
thereby leaving them at greater risk 
of predation.

An additional controversy arose this 
year at our prime Piping Plover 
nesting location, the Sandy Pond
inlet. This inlet provides the best 
Piping Plover nesting habitat along 
eastern Lake Ontario due to its wide 
beaches, which offer ample nesting 
and foraging habitat. Birds returned 
to this location in 2016 and have 
nested there ever since (except in 
2017, which had unusually high water 
levels). Sand is pushed in and out of 
the inlet by winter storms and 
changes in lake water levels. Low 
water levels this year brought an 
abundance of sand to all of our 
beaches, as well as the channel 
through the inlet. The Sandy Pond 
Channel Maintenance Association 
tries to keep this inlet open for boat 
traffic between Sandy Pond and Lake 

Ontario, and they have permits from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
to do so. According to the permits, 
the inlet channel can be dredged 
between September 1 and April 1. 
However, if dredging is desired after 
April 1, it is permitted only if there 
are no Piping Plovers present. 

In 2021, dredging could not begin 
until April 20; on April 24 our first 
Piping Plover returned, bringing 
dredging to a halt. Birds quickly 
nested within 500 feet of the 
channel, and later, a second pair 
nested within 200 feet. Due to their 
presence, the USFWS and the U.S. 
Army Corps determined that dredg-
ing could not resume while the birds 
remained, as it could cause an 
incidental take of the birds by 
disturbing them from the area. 

Many small to midsize boats were 
seen easily traversing the channel, 
including pontoon boats and those 
with outboard motors, but larger 
boats had a more difficult time. This 
had some impact on local busi-
nesses, such as the marinas these 
boats pay to use. However, with 
low water levels, it was difficult for 
many larger boats to get into Sandy 
Pond at any location. The inability to 
dredge led marina owners to petition 
for an exception to the ruling that 
prevents them from dredging, and 
they even involved Rep. Claudia 
Tenney in their request.

CONSERVATION

By Alison Kocek  
Vice President, Onondaga Audubon

Saving the Great 
Lakes Piping Plovers 
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Thankfully, the federal government 
followed the law of the Endangered 
Species Act and did not allow dredg-
ing to occur while Piping Plover 
were present. The loss of one or 
two of only 70 pairs of plovers could 
cause irreparable harm to the popu-
lation’s recovery. Despite this win 
for the plovers, the Sandy Pond inlet 
is part of a barrier-island system 
that will continue to shift from sea-
son to season. This dynamic move-
ment is what makes the area such 
ideal Piping Plover nesting habitat, 
but it will require regular dredging if 
it is to be kept open to boat traffic. 
Ensuring that lawmakers and the 
channel association work together 
to perform channel dredging in a 
timely manner—before the birds 
return each spring—can help reduce 
needless human-wildlife conflict 
and allow more visitors to enjoy the 
lake, the beach, and these incredibly 
rare birds.

To find out more about this issue, please 
read our Piping Plover and Dredging 
Fact Sheet: https://rb.gy/a4t9vw

Reports of sick and dying birds with 
vision problems, eye swelling (often 
with a crusty discharge), and neuro-
logical symptoms have been rippling 
across parts of the Mid-Atlantic and 
Southeastern United States. This 
illness is different from the conjunc-
tivitis known as “finch eye disease,” 
but the exact cause is currently un-
known. While many songbirds have 
been impacted, the illness seems to 
be most common in juvenile Com-
mon Grackles, Blue Jays, European 
Starlings, and American Robins. 

At this writing, the unknown bird 
disease has not yet appeared in 
Central New York, but cases have 
been reported in Western New York 
and as well as in Pennsylvania and 
Ohio. Taking a cue from wildlife 
agencies, Audubon New York and 
Onondaga Audubon suggest that 
concerned citizens who enjoy birds 
take the following five steps now, in 
order to prevent the disease from 
entering Central New York and 
infecting its birds.

1. Stop feeding birds and providing 
water in bird baths until this wildlife 
mortality event has concluded. This 
illness may be infectious.

2. Remove all feeders and bird baths 
and clean with a 10% bleach solu-
tion.

3. Avoid handling dead or injured wild 
birds. Wear disposable gloves if it is 
necessary to handle a bird.

4. Keep pets away from sick or dead 
birds as a standard precaution.

5. To dispose of dead birds, place 
them in a sealable plastic bag and 
discard with household trash. This 
will prevent disease transmission to 
other birds and wildlife.

Some of you may have concerns 
about ensuring birds have access 
to familiar food sources, including 

birdfeeders. We understand and want 
to provide a bit of reassurance that 
such temporary precautions will have 
minimal impacts on the birds you love. 
Fortunately, it’s the summer breeding 
season, and most bird species are rely-
ing on caterpillars and other insects to 
feed their young—natural food sources 
that are readily available in nature. In 
addition, birds are resilient and crafty 
creatures who adapt to changes in food 
supplies with relative ease, finding new 
opportunities when familiar options are 
no longer available. 

We hope the pathogen causing this dis-
ease is identified and quickly stopped 
from spreading so we can all resume 
using our feeders. Until then, for the 
safety of all birds, we encourage every-
one to work together and err on the 
side of caution by removing feeders. 
Meanwhile, if you live in New York state 
and find any birds with eye lesions or 
showing neurologic signs, please send 
photos of the sick or deceased birds to 
the state Department of Environmental 
Conservation (wildlife@dec.ny.gov) and 
to Onondaga Audubon (OnAudubon-
Com@gmail.com). 

More information at https://www.audubon.
org/news/scientists-still-searching-pathogen-
behind-easts-songbird-epidemic

https://www.localsyr.com/news/local-news/
onondaga-audubon-society-urging-people-
to-take-down-their-bird-feeders-as-deadly-
disease-nears/

Managing a Mystery 
Songbird Illness
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A young Blue Jay with an unknown eye illness, admit-
ted to the Blue Ridge Wildlife Center in Virginia.
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By Alison Kocek  
Vice President, Onondaga Audubon
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Spring Birdathon 
Returns With Gusto
By Paul Richardson and Whitni Smith 
Birdathon Coordinators

The 62nd annual Onondaga 
Audubon Birdathon was held May 
22 this year, a week later than 
our usual third Saturday in May. 
After the cancellation of last year’s 
Birdathon, it was great to get out 
again and bird for this event. This 
year, 16 teams were fielded with an 
overall 41 participants. Together 
they found a total 180 species, a 
figure lower than numbers in recent 
years.

The highest number of species 
was found by team Archaeopteryx, 
which counted 135 species. 
Following closely were The Loon 
Rangers, with 123 species, and 
The Empire Shrikes Back, with 
121 species. There were 22 single 
species found only by one team, 
most notably a Red Knot at Oneida 
Lake, a Laughing Gull at Sandy 
Island Beach State Park, and a Gray 
Jay in Herkimer County. This year’s 
14 team doubles (species found by 
only two teams) included Acadian 
Flycatcher, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, 
and Sandhill Crane. 

The 2021 Birdathon raised more 
than $3000, with Marsh Madness, 
The Empire Shrikes Back, and 
What the Hawk? leading the way in 
donations. Due to COVID-19, this 
year’s compiling session at Derby 
Hill was cancelled, but we look 
forward to resuming this tradition in 
2022.

BIRDATHON

transformed habitat to calling it lost. 
By changing how landowners manage 
their properties, some of these lands 
can be transformed from lawn-domi-
nated biological wastelands into spaces 
capable of supporting remarkably high 
plant biodiversity. In the U.S., 60% 
of land is privately owned, so there is 
enormous potential for transforming 
significant acreage back to productive, 

“In the past, we have asked one thing of 
our gardens: that they be pretty. Now 
they have to support life, sequester 
carbon, feed pollinators, and manage 
water.” —Doug Tallamy, Ph.D. and author, 
Nature’s Best Hope

By now it is well known that North 
America has lost 3 billion birds in the 
last 50 years, almost a third of its bird 
population, mainly because of habitat 

loss and pesticide use. In addition, Na-
tional Audubon has estimated that 150 
million acres wildlife habitat have been 
lost due to the effects of urbanization. 

Desiree L. Narango (https://desireel-
narango.weebly.com), a post-doctoral 
fellow at the University of Massachu-
setts, Amherst, who specializes in bird 
interactions with plants, likes to be 
more optimistic. She prefers the term 

Multitasking Your Lawn and Garden   By Diane Emord

Team Species Team Singles Team Doubles

Archaeopteryx (Mickey 
Scilingo, Chris Spagnoli)

135 Black-bellied Plover, Ruddy 
Turnstone, Dunlin, Red Knot, 

Sedge Wren

Common Goldeneye, Great 
Egret, Acadian Flycatcher, 
Vesper Sparrow, Lincoln’s 

Sparrow

The Baker Birds (Steve 
Baker, Phil Baker, Peggy 
Baker)

98 Northern Parula

The Bird Dogs (Maryanne 
Adams, Rose DeNeve)

67 Fish Crow

The Blackburnians (Jan 
Needham McGraw, Jane 
Needham)

61

BlueBirds (John Rogers, Pat 
Burns)

105 Pectoral Sandpiper

Bushwhacking Fool (Dan 
Crane)

50 Gray Jay Common Goldeneye, Yellow-
bellied Flycatcher, Lincoln’s 

Sparrow

Chuck-will’s-widow (Kayla 
Fisk, Robert Fisk, Melinda 
Fisk)

106 Cape May Warbler Sandhill Crane

Dinosaur Descendants 
(Fred Leff)

77 Semipalmated Sandpiper

The Empire Shrikes Back 
(Tom Meier, Jason Mauro, 
Jonathan Kresge, Kristin 
Mosher, Bill Wallauer)

121 Bonaparte’s Gull, Laughing 
Gull, Rusty Blackbird

Blue-winged Teal, Buffle-
head, Ring-necked Pheas-

ant, Cooper’s Hawk, Solitary 
Sandpiper, Yellow-bellied 

Flycatcher

The Loon Rangers (Chris 
Stanger, Stephen Schwab, 
Kathy Schwab, Frank Brosch, 
Cory Brosch)

123 Greater Yellowlegs, Great 
Horned Owl, Philadelphia 

Vireo, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 
American Pipit

Ring-necked Pheasant, 
Sandhill Crane, Acadian 

Flycatcher

Marsh Madness (Jeanne 
Ryan)

80 Cooper’s Hawk

Ms. Chickadee (Dori Joiner) 43

Old Gray Gnatcatcers (Paul 
Richardson, Sue Gilmore, 
Ruth Florey, Eric Richardson)

107 Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, 
Horned Lark

Cooper’s Hawk, Eastern 
Screech Owl

Osprey Can You See (David 
Nash)

94 Blue-winged Teal

What the Hawks? (Carla 
Bregman, Jane Fagerland, 
Mark Bregman)

90 White-winged Scoter Solitary Sandpiper

The Wrenegades (Faith 
Baker, Beverly Leverault, Ted 
Baker, Kharisma Goldston, 
Joel Baker)

101 Bufflehead, Semipalmated 
Sandpiper, Eastern Screech 

Owl, Vesper Sparrow

https://desireelnarango.weebly.com/
https://desireelnarango.weebly.com/
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native-plant communities.

Narango starts with three actions 
that all homeowners can take. The 
first is native plant selection. Birds 
eat insects, and insects—especially 
caterpillars—are highly nutritious for 
nestlings. Over 90% of plant-eating 
insects are feeding specialists to 
some degree, and they specialize in 
eating primarily native plants. Non-
native plants support fewer caterpil-
lars and specialists, so they cannot 
provide the insects birds need. These 
non-natives, which dominate typical 
yards, have been described as furni-
ture for birds. Typical garden plants 
like hosta, zinnia, and marigold sup-
port zero caterpillars. Replacing these 
plants with natives can help support 
food webs and restore biodiversity. 

Narango’s second action is to be 
a lazy gardener. Leave some bare 
ground for nesting bees; let dead 
stems overwinter before being 
trimmed (since many insects over-
winter in them); reduce mowing 
frequency (mowing every two weeks 
will allow violets and clovers to flower, 
providing nectar for pollinators); and 
do not use any pesticides. Her third 
action is to leave the leaves. Many 
bees, moths (such as Luna moths), 
and butterflies overwinter in leaf 
litter. Do not rake them to the curb. 
Instead, leave them in place, and the 
leaf litter will provide winter food for 
foraging birds.

At least two grassroots initiatives 
have been launched encouraging 
landowners to restore habitat where 
they live by converting part of their 
lawn to native plants. The goal of 
Doug Tallamy’s Homegrown National 
Park (homegrownnationalpark.org) 
is to restore 20 million acres of na-
tive plantings in the U.S. According 
to his website, if landowners were 
to convert half their yards to native 
plants, we could “collectively restore 
some semblance of ecosystem func-
tion to more than 20 million acres of 
what is now ecological wasteland.” 
The website features an interactive 
map showing each individual’s ef-
fort by state, county, and ZIP code; 
each of us can see our own and our 
neighbor’s contribution to the collec-

tive effort and track progress toward 
the goal. As of June 23 this year, there 
were 8,405 map entries nationwide, 
only about 15 of them in the Onondaga 
Audubon service area.

Another bottoms-up initiative that 
believes everyone, everywhere, can 
transform habitat is Two-thirds for the 
Birds (234birds.org). Since birds need 
70% (or approximately two-thirds) 
native plants in their range in order 
to maintain healthy population levels, 
people are asked to make a commit-
ment to plant two native plants for 
every three plantings and to avoid 
using pesticides, thus creating an 
“easy, instant, positive effect on any 
property.” The group claims that if even 
half of the country’s 40 million acres of 
lawn could be two-thirds planted with 
natives, “we could turn the bird losses 
into gains.” They ask you to sign their 
list and get on their map. It’s a work in 
progress, but the website has many 
useful links.

Fall is an excellent time to plant. Not 
sure how to start? Native Plant Trust 
(www.NativePlantTrust.org) has 
suggestions. Not sure which plants 
to buy? There are many native-plant 
finders available online, including www.
nwf.org/NativePlantFinder and www.
audubon.org/plantsforbirds. Amanda’s 
Garden (www.amandasnativeplants.
com) has excellent lists of local plants 
suitable for various light/soil/mois-
ture conditions. Not sure where to 
get plants? Visit Habitat Gardening 
in CNY (HGCNY.org) and download 
their native-plant shopping guide, 
which lists plants available at several 
local vendors. HGCNY itself will hold 
a native-plant sale on September 11. 
Watch social media for details, or sign 
up for their free newsletter by sending 
a subscribe request to info@hgcny.org. 

If your property can support a new 
tree, please make it an oak! Doug 
Tallamy’s latest book, The Nature of 
Oaks (Timber Press, 2021) describes 
how oaks support more life forms (532 
species of caterpillars alone!) than 
any other tree genus and follows them 
throughout the seasons. It also con-
tains hints on selecting, planting, and 
caring for oaks.

FIELD TRIPS: 
SEPTEMBER 2021- 
FEBRUARY 2022
Important field-trip notice: Due to the 
surge in COVID-19 variants, check social 
media for the latest information about 
trip status. All local and federal COVID 
regulations will be followed at the time 
of each trip. Trip leaders will determine 
the number of people allowed on the 
trip, so sign-up is required. Leaders will 
reveal the time, meeting place, and mask 
requirements to participants when they 
enroll (48 hours in advance). Those who 
do not sign up in advance will not be 
allowed to participate.

Welcome to all beginning birders! We 
hope you’ll join us this fall to catch some 
migrants flying through our area, en 
route to their winter homes. Please bring 
binoculars if you have them. (If not, tell 
the leader, who may be able to loan you 
some.) Be sure to dress according to the 
weather and wear appropriate footwear. 
Bring water and snacks as needed.

Green Lakes State Park
Saturday, September 11
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

This field trip to Green Lakes State Park 
will take from three to five hours (or 
more), depending on trail length and 
weather conditions. It is highly recom-
mended that participants bring their 
own water and insect repellent. Please 
contact Paul for details and specific time 
and meeting place.

Onondaga Lakes West Shore Trail
Sunday, September 12
Alison Kocek 602-402-2284 (text)
akocek@gmail.com

Join Alison for a walk along the southern 
portion of Onondaga Lakes West Shore 
Trail. This easy, roughly two-mile walk 
is great for beginners looking to ob-
serve possible late-nesting marsh birds, 
migrating waterbirds, songbirds, and wa-
terfowl. Binoculars are recommended to 
get the best views of these birds. Contact 
Alison to enroll.

Pleasant Valley Preserve: 
Beginner Weekday Bird Walks
Thursdays, September 16 and 23
Diane Emord
demord55@gmail.com

Join Diane for morning, beginner bird 

Continued on page 8

https://homegrownnationalpark.org/
http://www.234birds.org
http://www.NativePlantTrust.org
http://www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder
http://www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder
http://www.audubon.org/plantsforbirds
http://www.audubon.org/plantsforbirds
http://www.amandasnativeplants.com
http://www.amandasnativeplants.com
http://www.HGCNY.org
mailto:akocek%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:demord55%40gmail.com?subject=
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Sustainability Practices

Onondaga Audubon is com-
mitted to environmentally 
responsible practices. This 
piece is printed at Jacobs Press, 
an environmentally conscious 
facility run by 100% wind power, 
on paper from tree farms with 
sustainable production meth-
ods in which nearly all waste 
paper, plastic, wood, and metal 
is recycled.

walks at the new Pleasant Valley 
Preserve, a Central New York Land 
Trust property located on Pleasant 
Valley Road in the Town of Onondaga. 
Be sure to bring binoculars, as Diane 
will give instruction on how to use 
them correctly. She’ll also offer tips 
on how to spot and identify woodland 
birds. This trip will offer two to three 
hours of easy walking, but no facilities. 
Please contact Diane to sign up.

Creekwalk/Onondaga Lake
Saturday, September 25
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Paul Richardson will be leading a field 
trip to Onondaga Lake to look for 
waterfowl and late migrating song-
birds. Depending on conditions, we 
may also walk the west shore trail to 
the Harbor Brook area. Please 
contact Paul for details and specific 
time and meeting place.

Long Branch Park: Onondaga 
Lake North Shore
Using the eBird smartphone app
Sunday, October 17
Jason Luscier 479-871-9199
lusciejd@lemoyne.edu

Join Jason for a morning of birding along the 
north shore of Onondaga Lake, beginning 
at Long Branch Park. In addition to seeing 
some excellent fall waterfowl, attendees 
will learn the ins and outs of the eBird 
smartphone app. This will likely be a two- to 
three-hour outing, so be sure to bring water 
and snacks if you need them. Please contact 
Jason for details and meeting place.

Fair Haven Beach State Park, Little 
Sodus Bay, and Barrier Bar
Sunday, November 28
Bill Purcell, 315-382-2871
wpurcell@twcny.rr.com

Bill will be leading our traditional November 
field trip to look for Purple Sandpipers. Dress 
warmly. Migrating waterfowl, Red-throated 
Loon, Bald Eagle, Dunlin, and Snow Buntings 
are just some of the possible sightings on 
this trip, and there is always the possibility 
of a Snowy Owl on the dunes. Easy walking. 
Please contact Bill for details and meeting 
place. 

Creekwalk and Syracuse Inner 
Harbor
Saturday, January 22
Paul Richardson, 315-488-5022

This hike follows the Creekwalk to the Onon-
daga Lake shoreline, where wintering Bald 
Eagles roost, then heads to the Syracuse 
Inner Harbor to look for waterfowl and 
wintering gulls. Please dress warmly. 
Contact Paul for additional information.   
(More trips to view the eagles in February may be 
announced depending on weather conditions and 
ice on the lake.)

Baldwinsville to Oswego
Sunday, January 23 and
Saturday, February 19
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871
wpurcell@twcny.rr.com

Join Bill to look for waterfowl and gulls along 
the rivers from Baldwinsville to Oswego. 
Please contact Bill for complete details.

Pop-Up Field Trips
Additional trips may be added during the 
winter months, depending on weather 
conditions and bird activity. Examples 
include extra trips to view Bald Eagles on 
Onondaga Lake (dependant on lake ice) and 
trips to find Snowy Owls or Rough-legged 
Hawks (if there are irruptions). Be sure to 
check our Facebook and Twitter platforms 
for announcements on these special events.

FIELD TRIPS:  SEPTEMBER 2021-  FEBRUARY 2022 Continued from page 7
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