
ONLINE PROGRAMS in those regions to survive during the 
winter. Today, most coffee is grown 
in monocultures with no habitat for 
birds. But some farms still grow cof-
fee under the shade of native trees 
that provide high-quality habitat for 
birds. Come listen to Ruth Bennett, a 
research ecologist with the Smithso-
nian Migratory Bird Center, and learn 
why bird-friendly coffee farms are so 
important for migratory birds—and 
how you can support birds with your 
coffee purchases. 

Stopovers: 
Semipalmated 
Sandpipers in Atlantic 
Canada and Brazil 
Wed., November 11, 6:30 p.m.
Online Virtual Meeting

Migratory stopover locations are 
the areas where birds stop to rest 
along their migration route, but their 
habitat requirements are largely 
misunderstood for most bird species. 
A master’s student at Mount Allison 
University in New Brunswick, Canada, 
Rebeca Linhart will speak about her 
graduate research on Semipalmated 
Sandpiper migration patterns and 
habitat use in Atlantic Canada and 
northeastern Brazil. Research con-
necting wintering and breeding 
habitats is very important for under-
standing migration biology, so you do 
not want to miss this presentation.

Brown Pelicans on a 
Changing Coastline
Wed., September 9, 6:30 p.m. 
Online Virtual Meeting

Coastline habitats are declining rap-
idly due to climate change. Wetland 
drying, coastal erosion, and sea-level 
rise threaten populations of coastal 
wildlife. How quickly can birds like 
Brown Pelicans respond to these 
changes? In this virtual program, 

University of Louisiana doctoral fel-
low Juita Martinez will discuss her 
doctoral research on habitat use and 
reproductive ecology of Brown Peli-
cans on barrier/bay islands in coastal 
Louisiana. You won’t want to miss this 
important and timely seminar!

Bird Friendly Coffee: 
How Your Morning 
Cup of Coffee Impacts 
Migratory Birds
Wed., October 14, 6:30 p.m.
Online Virtual Meeting

Did you know that many of our 
migratory birds overwinter on cof-
fee plantations in Central and South 
America? Golden-winged Warblers, 
Cerulean Warblers, Olive-sided Fly-
catchers, and many other species de-
pend on native vegetation and insects 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS
Clinton 
Saturday, December 19, 2020 
Matt Perry 315-796-2233 

Cortland 
Saturday, December 19, 2020 
Matt Young may6@cornell.edu 

Montezuma 
Monday, December 14, 2020 
Chris Lajewski 315-365-3580, x200 

New Woodstock 
Tuesday, December 29, 2020 
Matt Young may6@cornell.edu 

Oneida 
Friday, January 1, 2021 
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871 

Oswego 
Sunday, December 20,  2020 
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871 

Rome 
Sunday, December 20, 2020 
Bruce Carpenter 315-271-9073 

Skaneateles 
Sunday, January 3, 2021 
John Cashier 315-469-3314 

Syracuse 
Saturday, December 19, 2020 
Jason Luscier luscierjd@lemoyne.edu 

Thousand Islands 
Friday, December 18, 2020 
Josh Van Wieren 613 923-5261 x113 
josh.vanwieren@canada.ca

Watertown 
Saturday, December 19, 2020 
Bill Haller 315-639-6848 
haldex@twcny.rr.com

R
E

B
EC

C
A

 L
IN

H
A

R
T

To participate, please contact the 
count compiler, who will confirm 
the date and provide details about 
the count.
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Follow us on Facebook for details on 
how to participate in these meetings.
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Join  
To become a member of Onondaga Audubon 
Society, please send your name, address, 
and a check for $15 payable to Onondaga 
Audubon Society to the address below. 
Chapter-only members receive The Kestrel 
newsletter. For information on National 
Audubon Society membership, please visit 
audubon.org. Joint members with National 
Audubon receive The Kestrel plus Audubon 
magazine.  

Volunteer  
If you would like to talk to a committee chair 
about how you might help, contact  
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com, and a 
representative will contact you.

 
Donate 
If you would like to help us achieve our 
mission, you can do so by mailing a check to: 
 
Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 620 
Syracuse, NY 13201 
 
Stay in touch 
Letters to the editor may be sent to 
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com or to the 
address above.

Visit our website: OnondagaAudubon.org

If you would like to receive The Kestrel by 
email only, please send your request to  
OAS.Membership@gmail.com.

If you would like to receive email  
reminders about public programs and field 
trips, send an email to  
OAS.Programs@gmail.com 
with the word Subscribe in the subject line.

Problems with subscriptions should be 
referred to the membership chair at  
OAS.Membership@gmail.com.
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This summer we continued to moni-
tor Piping Plovers on Lake Ontario. 
Again we had one nesting pair in 
New York that hatched three chicks, 
two of which fledged. We also had a 
2019 chick return to the area on fall 
migration; this bird had unsuccess-
fully attempted to nest at Hanlan’s 
Point Beach, Toronto, Canada. We 
wish her much more luck in 2021!

Our MAPS banding station has 
been in operation again this year at 
Baltimore Woods, but unfortunately, 
due to social distancing restric-
tions, it was without the educational 
component involving the public. 
This year we had great diversity 
with species new to the station, 
including Ovenbird, Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker, Downy Woodpecker, and 
Brown-headed Cowbird. We also 
had many recaptures of birds from 
previous years, including Song Spar-
rows banded as chicks in 2019 that 
returned to breed. This project is 
contributing data to the Institute for 
Bird Populations as well as the New 
York Breeding Bird Atlas III (BBA3).

We were honored to bestow our 
2020 Ruth Engelbrecht Scholarship 
on two incredible educators, Rick 
Garrett of Skaneateles High School 
and Holly Stekl of Romulus Central 
School. This scholarship sends local 
educators to the Hog Island Audu-
bon Camp in Maine to help them 
enrich their classrooms with nature 
and outdoor learning. Although this 
year’s camp was canceled, we look 
forward to sending both Rick and 
Holly to Hog Island in 2021.

I hope that many of you were able to 
improve your birding skills over the 
summer and will consider joining us 
for our Fall Birdathon on September 
19. This Birdathon will take place just 
as many fall migrants are returning 
to our area and will hopefully bring 
much needed funds to keep OAS 
working for the birds. (See details, 
page 6.) We also encourage you to 
take this time to watch birds more 
closely and identify their  
behaviors so that you will have 
a head start in helping us report 
breeding birds to the BBA3 next 
year. Until then, good birding!

First, I want to say thank you to all of 
our members for supporting me as 
president over the past four years. 
It has truly been a pleasure working 
with so many of you, and I feel we’ve 
had a lot of success in continuing to 
build Onondaga Audubon as a force 
for bird conservation in Central and 
Northern New York. I am now step-
ping down from my position, and 
Renee Kittleman will be stepping up 
as president. Dori Joiner is our new 
vice president; I will continue in the 
office of secretary. Please give Renee 
and Dori a hearty welcome next time 
you see them!

With all of the changes that COV-
ID-19 has brought to our lives, we’ve 
been doing our best to provide each 
of you with fun, virtual, bird-related 
experiences. Right now, in-person 
experiences are not easy for us to 
manage safely. This is why we made 
the decision not to include bird-
ing field trips in this issue of The 
Kestrel. As our trip leaders become 
more comfortable with conducting 
field trips, we will create these op-
portunities on the fly. Please follow 
Onondaga Audubon on Facebook or 
sign up for activity alerts from us at 
OAS.Programs@gmail.com to find 
out about our virtual and in-person 
activities as they are created.

Construction has begun on our 
Motus wildlife-tracking system tower 
at Derby Hill. By the time you receive 
this mailing, the tower should be 
complete and joining a network of 
towers along Lake Ontario. These 
will be tracking birds, bats, and other 
flying animals that have been tagged 
by researchers and are moving 
through the area during fall migra-
tion. We look forward to being a part 
of this landscape-scale research and 
conservation project and to sharing 
our findings with you. 

Change, Continuity, 
and Birds
By Alison Kocek 
President

PRESIDENT’S  
MESSAGE
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Ever since I became conservation 
chair for Onondaga Audubon, I’ve 
spent some time every day reading 
about issues related to birds, wildlife, 
plants, insects, and the environ-
ment. As a result of all the things I’ve 
learned, I’ve come to the conclusion 
that if ever there was an appropri-
ate time to promote awareness in 
people who care what happens to 
the natural world, 2020 is it. And 
along with that, we need to consider 
how our actions (or lack thereof) will 
affect future generations.

Like many of us, I’ve spent a great 
deal of time at home since March, 
and I’ve had a lot of time to look 
inward and reflect on what I think is 
important. How can I help make the 
world better? I thought about the 
trail through the Bald Eagle roost on 
Onondaga Lake, which, despite the 
efforts of many, is still moving for-
ward. I thought about how wide it will 
be, how many trees will be cut down, 
and how the vegetation in the under-
story will be destroyed—all so that 
humans will be able to proceed down 
a dead-end trail, turn around, and 
go back where they started. There 
are already miles of trails around the 
lake, an amphitheater, and a boat- 
launch area with a large parking lot. 
But the county executive wanted the 
trail at all costs, and it could not be 
stopped. 

Under the leadership of Diana Green, 
the Friends of the Onondaga Lake 
Bald Eagles had done a great deal to 
raise awareness of the trail’s conse-
quences and prevent it from being 
built. The idea to engage the larger 
community in this effort came to her 
when she attended a 2018 Onon- 
daga Audubon program meeting 
about the eagles and their plight. Af-
ter seeing Greg Craybas’ spectacular 
photographs of these birds, Diana 

put her name on a list to receive 
more information. Then, moved by 
what she’d learned, she went a giant 
step further: She used the other 19 
names on the list to form a group 
called Friends of the Onondaga Lake 
Bald Eagles. Within months, the 
group had swelled to more than 100 
members and was supported by 
scores of others living in the com-
munity.

Two years later, Diana is still fighting 
for the eagles. With the unforeseen 
financial impacts of the coronavi-
rus, including the loss of significant 
revenues from the amphitheater, 
Onondaga County has decided to tax 
its citizens to make up for the budget 
shortfall. Upon learning about the 
shortfall and additional tax, Diana 
issued a press release urging people 
to write to both County Executive 
Ryan McMahon and their legislators 
once more and ask that they help the 
county save money by overturning 
their decision and leaving Murphy’s 
Island to the eagles. This latest effort 
demonstrates the importance of 
going beyond promoting awareness 
to taking purposeful action to effect 
change. Persistence is often needed 
in order for change to occur, espe-
cially when dealing with the most 

CONSERVATION

By Maryanne Adams 
Conservation Chair

A Time for Awareness, 
Purposefulness, and 
Seventh Generation 
Philosophy

difficult problems. I urge our readers 
to demonstrate purposefulness by 
following Diana’s lead. (See box.)

The story of the Onondaga Lake Bald 
Eagles has not yet ended because so 
many members of our community 
want to sustain the presence of our 
national bird in their own backyard. 
They have learned that, in order to 
insure sustainability, one needs to 
consider the future. The Haudeno-
saunee Seventh Generation philoso-
phy does just that. This way of life 
has been part of Native American 
culture since the Great Peacemaker 
founded the Iroquois Confederacy 
in 1142. Oren Lyons, Faithkeeper of 
the Turtle Clan, Onondaga Council 
of Chiefs, Iroquois Confederacy, 
explains the concept: The Peace-
maker taught us about the Seven 
Generations. He said, when you sit in 
council for the welfare of the people, 
you must not think of yourself or of 
your family, not even of your genera-
tion. He said, make your decisions 
on behalf of the seven generations 
coming, so that they may enjoy what 
you have today. 

If corporations and government 
policymakers lived by this principle, 
we would not be in the mess we are 
today. It is obvious that Seventh 
Generation philosophy was not 
considered when rules for pesti-
cide use were developed. Current 
research supports the conclusion 
that the startling decline of insects 
in the U.S. is the result of our cur-
rent agricultural practices being 48 
times more toxic than they were 25 
years ago. This is primarily due to 
the use of neonicotinoid pesticides, 
which are designed to kill insects by 
attacking their nerve cells (neonics) 
(https://www.nationalgeographic.
com/environment/2019/08/
insect-apocalypse-under-way-toxic-
pesticides-agriculture/). The drastic 
decline of bee, butterfly, and other 
pollinator populations is in sync with 
this increase in toxicity, as is the 
sharp decline in bird populations. 

Even worse, according to this study, 
neonics can remain toxic for more 
than 1,000 days after they are 

Save County Taxpayers Money:
Stop the Murphy’s Island Trail!

Because of the coronavirus, Onon-
daga County is strapped for funds. 
Recently the legislature voted for a 
regressive 4% residential energy tax 
to help offset this deficit. 

We urge County Executive Ryan Mc-
Mahon and the county legislature 
to rescind the proposed Murphy’s 
Island trail through the eagle roost-
ing area and save county taxpay-
ers $1.8 million. A dead-end trail is 
something we can no longer afford.

Please contact Ryan McMahon 
(ryanmcmahon@ongov.net), Envi-
ronmental Protection Committee 
Chair Casey Jordan (cejordan@cny-
mail.com), and your local legislator 
(http://www.ongov.net/legislature-
members.html) to let them know 
you support this idea.
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applied. Why does neonic use have 
such a negative effect on insect 
populations beyond farm fields? 
Because most of the poison doesn’t 
stay on the plants or in the fields. 
Only 5% of the neonic is taken into 
the corn or soybean plant. The other 
95% goes into the soil and dissolves 
in water, contaminating streams, 
ponds, and wetlands.

Steve Holmer, policy vice president 
of the American Bird Conservancy, 
believes that the buildup of toxic 

neonics in the environment explains 
why insect populations have de-
clined. As insects have declined, so 
have nearly all bird species—an  
unavoidable result because, as 
Holmer says, “Every bird needs to 
eat insects at some point in their 
life cycle.” Baby birds need protein 
to develop properly, and that comes 
from insects. 

Most neonics in the United States 
are used for coating seeds, espe-
cially corn, soy, and cotton. Designed 

A Tree Swallow feeds its nestlings insects on the fly.
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pesticides are systemic and can be 
found in all of the plant’s tissues. It’s 
even present in dead leaves. Plants 
treated with neonics are brought 
home by well-meaning gardeners, 
who later wonder what happened to 
the honey bees.

After I learned that neonics were 
a systemic pesticide and pres-
ent in most plants offered for sale, 
I stopped buying annuals. I now 
garden using untreated perennials 
and native plants. I also have much 
more shrubbery and “wild” areas 
than lawn. As a result, birds are 
breeding on my property because 
they have enough insect biomass to 
feed their young. My resident breed-
ers include Gray Catbirds, Common 
Yellowthroats, Eastern Phoebes, Yel-
low Warblers, American Redstarts, 
Northern Cardinals, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks, Baltimore Orioles, Red-
winged Blackbirds, Song Sparrows, 
Downy Woodpeckers, Blue Jays, 
American Robins, American Gold 
Finches, House Finches, and Bobo-
links. It’s good to have space where 
so many birds have enough food to 
raise families.

The impact of a declining insect 
population is being felt by all birds, 
but especially by birds that are 
open-country, aerial insectivores 
(birds that catch insects while fly-
ing). Gerry Smith has been surveying 
blocks in southern Jefferson and 
western Lewis Counties for the New 
York Breeding Bird Atlas. Recently 
he told me that he has seen only 
about three Barn Swallows and two 
Eastern Kingbirds per block this 
year. Formerly, he used to see 40 to 
50 Barn Swallows per block, as well 
as five pairs of kingbirds. I have also 
noticed fewer Barn and Tree Swal-
lows and kingbirds in the area where 
I live. In the past, we had hoped that 
the low numbers were an aberration 
and that next year things would be 
better. Unfortunately, I don’t think 
this is the case anymore. 

My suspicions were supported by 
findings reported in an article  
recently published in Avian  
Conservation and Ecology, Vol. 15, 

Although often thought of as seed eaters, White-breasted Nuthatches  
feed their young entirely on insects and spiders.
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lots served as staging areas for the 
contractor’s equipment and materials. 
Despite this project occurring in the 
middle of the count, Highland Con-
struction kept traffic restrictions and 
inconvenience to a minimum and took 
care in restoring Onondaga Audubon 
property once the project had been 
completed. By the time you read this 
report, the Derby Hill cottage will have 
been connected to the new water line.

Recently, our board of directors 
contracted with the Northeast Motus 
Collaboration to install a tower for 
avian migration tracking at Derby Hill. 
Fitted with an antenna and recording 
equipment, this tower will bring Derby 
Hill Bird Observatory into a growing 
network of wildlife monitoring sites 
across North America. At this writing, 
the installation is slated to be com-
pleted by the end of summer. 

With the new Purple Martin nesting 
system, which includes decoys and 
nesting material, we were hopeful 
that some of North America’s largest 
swallows would take up residence on 
Derby Hill. Our hawk counter informed 
me that he saw martins flying over the 
north lookout on several occasions; 
alas, none stayed. Instead, a few of the 
dozen gourds in the system were used 
by Tree Swallows. Based on what I’ve 
read, it may take several seasons for 
martins to establish a colony, so for 
now that colony remains something to 
look forward to.

With approval from the chapter’s 
board, National Grid removed several 
ash trees on Onondaga Audubon 
property along Sage Creek Road. The 
trees were infected with emerald ash 
borers and also deemed a poten-
tial hazard to utilities. At our Noyes 
Sanctuary, trail maintenance has been 
delayed this season as I recover from 
knee surgery and search for helpers.  
Anyone interested can contact me at 
315-657-2040.

SANCTUARIES 

A Pandemic, a Water 
Main, and Some 
Recent Initiatives

This spring, hawk counter Karl Bardon 
completed his second season with us 
at Derby Hill, tallying 82,684 raptors.  
With the COVID-19 pandemic sweep-
ing the country and Governor Cuomo’s 
stay-at-home directive in effect for 
most of the count season, visitor 
numbers were reduced in comparison 
with past years. Traditional group field 
trips to Derby Hill were canceled, and 
several regular visitors were noticeably 
absent. The north lookout remained 
open throughout the count, and safe-
distancing guidelines were posted. 
Due to its smaller footprint and the 
need for social distancing, the south 
lookout was closed to all except the 
counter.  A special thank-you goes out 
to several skilled visitors who assisted 
with the count, especially Bill Purcell, 
who stepped in during the count’s final 
week. We look forward to welcoming 
our out-of-state and long-distance visi-
tors back for the 2021 season. 

The Town of Mexico extended its 
public water main up GrandviewAve-
nue during mid-April. During the work, 
the north lookout and lower parking 

By David Fitch 
Sanctuary Chair

  
If you would like to receive the  
2020 Derby Hill Bird Observatory 
Rough-leg newsletter and be added 
the mailing list for future issues, 
please contact:  
oas.membership@gmail.com

Grandview Avenue looking west.
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No. 1, Article 23, and titled “Falling 
Through the Policy Cracks: Imple-
menting a Roadmap to Conserve 
Aerial Insectivores in North America” 
(https://doi.org/10.5751/ACE-01618-
150123). This guest editorial supports 
what many birders have already 
observed and goes on to propose ac-
tions that need to be taken now.

The authors explain that what we 
are now seeing is the cumulative 
impact of decades of faulty policy: 
“The expansion of intensive agricul-
tural and urban land use especially 
over the last 30 years has intro-
duced a range of threats impacting 
both habitat quantity and quality. 
Direct impacts include habitat loss 
and degradation, particularly of 
wetlands, grasslands, and forests, 
and indirect impacts of stressors 
that reduce the quality of breeding, 
foraging, and roosting sites. Cu-
mulatively, systemic use of pesti-
cides has cascading effects across 
ecosystems, affecting avian health 
and food webs.” The entire article, 
which can be accessed at the link 
above, particularly discusses avian 
aerial insectivores and their severe 
population decline, but, as the title 
suggests, it also provides a compre-
hensive strategy for change. I urge 
everyone to read it. 

As the article’s authors so ably 
demonstrate, awareness is the first 
step toward identifying a problem; 
only then can one go on to find a 
solution. After awareness comes 
being purposeful about what action 
to take. Finally, when you apply 
Seventh Generation philosophy to 
your strategy, you are planning for 
the long term. This is important at 
every level, from individual deci-
sions about what to plant in your 
yard to public-policy decisions that 
will affect air and water quality, 
energy use, environmental protec-
tion, preservation of habitat, or the 
survival of entire species. Aware-
ness, purposefulness, and Seventh 
Generation philosophy will help us 
leave our great, great, great, great, 
great, grandchildren a place where 
they might still be able to go bird-
watching.
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Onondaga Audubon is excited to  
announce our first Fall Flight Birda-
thon, and we hope you’ll join us!

Because the coronavirus this year 
prevented our holding our usual Big 
Day during spring migration, this 
year’s Birdathon will be held Sep-
tember 19, at the peak of fall migra-
tion. It’s the perfect opportunity to 
go out and find some great birds on 
the move. Through your participa-
tion, you can help document the 
occurrence of birds in Central and 
Northern New York and provide 
financial support for the important 
work of Onondaga Audubon, all while 
enjoying a day of birding. 

Due to concerns over COVID-19, 
we’ve made some changes as to how 
this year’s Birdathon will work. So 
please read the instructions below 
and mark your calendars. Then con-
tact your bird-watching teammates 
and start making plans for the Fall 
Flight Birdathon!

When: Saturday, September 19, 
anytime between midnight and mid-
night— no rain date! 

Where: Cayuga, Jefferson, Lewis, 
Onondaga, Oswego, Madison, 
Oneida, and Herkimer Counties, the 
Onondaga Audubon Service area. 

Teams: One to five members pre-
ferred. Teams are allowed to split up or 
maintain social distancing—you can 
cover more ground than ever before! 
Thank you for registering in advance. 

BIRDATHON

Announcing Our First 
‘Fall Flight’ Birdathon

Count: Carefully identify species 
by sight and/or ear—follow the 
honor system, please. 

Bird List Deadline: 11 a.m. Sun-
day, September 20, using eBird 
(preferred, instructions online) 
or by email. We will have a virtual 
compilation at 4:00 p.m. Sunday.

Dollars Deadline: Please turn in 
by October 15. We will have online 
links to make donations via social 
media even easier.

Records to Beat: Since this is our 
first Fall Flight Birdathon, we won’t 
be comparing this year’s numbers 
with spring Birdathons of the past. 
Instead, we’ll be creating new fall 
Birdathon records for numbers of 
teams, birders, and species, as well 
as for dollars raised.

For more information 

Sign up now for this exciting bird-
ing event and help support Onon-
daga Audubon’s efforts to conserve 
birds in Central and Northern New 
York!

Contact OAS.FallFlight@gmail.com 

Or write or phone

Alison Kocek and Paul Richardson 
Birdathon Coordinators

107 Eggleston Drive  
Camillus, NY 13031

Phone: 315-488-5022

Helping  
Injured Wildlife
By Maryanne Adams 
Conservation Chair 

During the month of June, I received 
many wildlife-related phone calls 
from people wondering what to 
do about a host of natural issues: 
fledglings out of nests, a carnivo-
rous squirrel attacking hatchlings, 
baby robins in a nest under a deck 
that was being removed, an injured 
turtle on a roadside, a hummingbird 
feeder being raided every night, and 
a fledgling American Robin on the 
ground in a yard with a cat. The fact 
that people called me after finding 
a contact number on an Onondaga 
Audubon webpage was encourag-
ing, because it showed that people 
care enough to find out who might 
be able to help. 

If you have a question about 
injured wildlife, you can find a 
detailed listing for wildlife rehabili-
tators at https://www.dec.ny.gov/
animals/83977.html. On that page 
there is a hot link called “Find a 
Wildlife Rehabilitator Near You.” 
It leads to a searchable database 
organized by county and type of 
animal, allowing users to easily find 
an appropriate licensed rehabilita-
tor. Although some biologists might 
question the time and energy 
expended to help one animal from 
an abundant species, one cannot 
put a price on the value of teaching 
compassion.

Birdathon 2019 Correction
The amounts raised by two teams 
were incorrectly reported. The 
Blackburnians raised $1,245. The 
Uncommon Mergs raised $271.
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Woodcock rehabilitated and released by Kindred 
Kingdoms Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, 
Pennellville, New York. 
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serve includes some agricultural 
lands, open fields, extensive open 
and wooded wetlands, upland for-
est, two shallow pools, a man-made 
pond, about 50 acres of regulated 
wetlands, and a tributary of the west 
branch of Onondaga Creek. The  
active agricultural land includes 
cornfields, several stands of Christ-
mas trees, and a sugarbush, all 
generating revenue toward purchase 
of the property. The open wetland 
includes a sedge marsh created 
in part by a series of beaver dams 
built across the creek. The wooded 
wetland consists of a mixture of 
cedar, hemlock, and black ash, with 
a diversity of ferns and herbaceous 
plants. The ridge is an upland forest 
of maple, birch, ash, oak, and cherry. 
Elevation ranges from 640 to 860 
feet above sea level; it slopes steeply 
upward at the southern edge of the 
preserve. The preserve also includes 
nearly three miles of newly marked 
trails.

Birding PVP is outstanding due 
to easy access, open views, and 
a diverse habitat. If you walk the 
gravel road south from the parking 
lot, you first pass a cornfield, open 
fields, and shallow pools (Northern 
Mockingbird, Eastern Bluebird, Song 
Sparrow, Yellow Warbler, Common 

Yellowthroat). You then enter a 
shrubby area (Willow Flycatcher, 
Warbling Vireo, Eastern Kingbird, 
Baltimore Oriole), cross a culvert at 
an open sedge marsh (Sora, Green 
Heron, Belted Kingfisher, Swamp 
Sparrow, Great Blue Heron, Wood 
Duck), pass through a stand of white 
cedar and a pond, and enter a stand 
of Christmas trees (Chipping and 
Field Sparrows, Indigo Bunting). 
Heading west, you enter woods— 
upland forest on your left, cedar 
swamp on your right (Veery, Wood 
Thrush, Scarlet Tanager, Ovenbird, 
Winter Wren, American Redstart, 
Pileated Woodpecker). If you go 
no farther than this, you will have 
experienced a satisfying morning of 
birding. However, the trail continues, 
turns south and goes uphill to the 
ridgeline, offering a nice view of the 
valley (Red-eyed Vireo, Eastern Wood 
Pewee, Magnolia Warbler). There are 
now two options to complete your 
loop: The red trail slopes gently back 
down to the Christmas tree field, 
while descent on the blue trail is 
rocky and steep.

Once the property purchase has 
been completed, a number of im-
provements are in the offing, such 
as converting some of the acreage 

While organized field trips must be 
postponed and we weary of back-
yard birding, we try to adapt by 
seeking out safe, productive areas 
to pursue socially distanced bird-
ing on our own. Now, a new Central 
New York (CNY) Land Trust acquisi-
tion provides easy access to a great 
diversity of terrestrial and aquatic 
habitats. Called Pleasant Valley 
Preserve (PVP), it’s but a short drive 
from Syracuse and is especially 
suited to beginning birders.

You may have driven or bicycled 
along scenic Pleasant Valley Road 
through Pumpkin Hollow in the Town 
of Onondaga, or visited Cedarvale 
Maple Syrup Co., a concern operated 
until recently by Karl and Mary Wiles. 
The couple owned over 200 acres 
across the road from their store and 
managed this land not only for its 
sugarbush but also for agricultural 
crops and Christmas trees. In 2018, 
they decided to retire from farm 
work and sell the property. This deci-
sion inspired a group of neighbors 
to try to protect the property from 
development, sparking a coopera-
tive effort between land advocates, 
the CNY Land Trust, and the sympa-
thetic sellers. 

The CNY Land Trust already owned 
land-locked parcels adjacent to the 
Wiles property. If the Land Trust 
could acquire the latter, the interior 
parcels would no longer be land-
locked and an accessible preserve of 
almost 300 acres would be created. 
Action had to be taken quickly, so 
the neighbors essentially acted as 
a bank for the Land Trust by financ-
ing the purchase until funds could 
be raised. Half the money was 
immediately pledged; at present, a 
$150,000 matching-gift campaign is 
underway to complete the purchase 
by early 2022.

The 203-acre Pleasant Valley Pre-

BIRDING HOT SPOT

Pleasant Valley 
Preserve
By Diane Emord
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to grassland suitable for Bobolinks 
and other grassland birds; upgrad-
ing trail conditions; revamping the 
parking area; and adding an infor-
mation kiosk. If you can help PVP 
with its matching capital campaign, 
please visit the Land Trust’s website 
at www.cnylandtrust.org. Be sure 
to indicate Pleasant Valley Preserve 
with your donation.

Pleasant Valley Preserve is located 
on the south side of Pleasant Valley 
Road, just west of its intersection 
with Cedarvale Road and across 
from the Cedarvale Maple Syrup Co. 
It is open seven days a week, dawn to 
dusk, for hiking, photography, bota-
nizing, snowshoeing, fishing, and, of 
course, birding. There is a mowed-
grass parking area that can accom-
modate about 10 cars and offers a 
bike rack and trail maps. There are 
no other facilities. If you go, be sure 
to take precautions against ticks and 
biting flies in season. Hunting, camp-
ing, biking, and fires are not allowed, 
and dogs must remain on leash.

Visit PVP Online!
Take a virtual bird-tour of Pleasant Valley Preserve with Jason Mauro:  https://
youtu.be/ENV11AoE41w

View a slide show of some Pleasant Valley Preserve plants:  https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=XQpFHAly0j8

View a narrated drone video: https://www.facebook.com/CNYLandTrust/vid-
eos/228172175174508/
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