
SPRING PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
of a gull colony on an island off Long 
Island. Sea-level rise and habitat 
loss are quickly encroaching on 
these unique species in such highly 
populated areas. Alex Cook is a 
graduate student at SUNY-ESF with 
more than five years of avian con-
servation experience. Her research 
to better understand these species 
aims to provide information and 
management techniques that will 
help restore habitat and keep these 
highly specialized species in New 
York marshes. 

Natural History 
Collections and 
Conservation Biology 
Wednesday, April 8, 6:30 p.m.
Marcellus Free Library 
32 Maple St., Marcellus, N.Y.

Museum collections are like  
natural-history time machines in 
that they offer a unique glimpse into 
how avian morphology, diet, pol-
lutants, genetics, and other traits 
have changed from the 1700s to the 
present. SUNY-ESF graduate student 

Sarah Dzielski will explain how  
museum collections are being used 
to answer pressing conservation 
issues and discuss her research into 
how mercury pollution from small-
scale artisanal gold mining is affect-
ing avian wildlife in Indonesia.

Creating a Winter Refuge 
for Backyard Birds 
Wednesday, February 12, 6:30 p.m.
Manlius Library 
1 Arkie Albanese Ave., Manlius, N.Y.

Have you ever wondered how your 
backyard birds survive the long 
cold winters in Central New York? 
Join Matt Kosty, owner of Wild Birds 
Unlimited in Fayetteville, New York, to 
learn how offering the right habitat 
and nutrition can help your backyard 
birds thrive during the winter months. 
Matt has an unbridled passion for 
backyard birds and wants to spread 
his mission of bringing people and 
nature together.

Survival in an Age of 
Sea Level Rise and 
Urbanization
Wednesday, March 11, 6:30 p.m.
Community Library of DeWitt & Jamesville  
5110 Jamesville Rd., Jamesville, N.Y. 

Highly specialized to live and breed 
in salt marshes, both Saltmarsh and 
Seaside Sparrows are now facing 
drastic declines. While New York City 
is not known for its natural areas, tidal 
marsh sparrows have been found 
nesting in marshes beside John F. 
Kennedy Airport, along major high-
ways in Brooklyn, and in the middle 
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Landscaping for Wildlife 
Saturday, May 2  
8:30 a.m. and 10:20 a.m.
Skaneateles High School Auditorium 
49 East Elizabeth St., Skaneateles, N.Y.

Urbanization is encroaching on native 
natural areas around the country.  
Consequently, habitat gardening in our 
cities and towns is essential for sup-
porting pollinators, birds, and other 
wildlife. A professor in the University of 
Delaware Department of Entomology 
and Wildlife Ecology, Douglas Tallamy 
will provide insight on turning your 
yard into a diverse landscape of native 
plants that are both low maintenance 
and aesthetically pleasing. You don’t 
want to miss these seminars by the 
author of Bringing Nature Home: How 
Native plants Sustain Wildlife in Our 
Gardens. This program is co-spon-
sored by Habitat Gardening in CNY, 
Onondaga Audubon, and Skaneateles 
Lake Association among others.

The World of the Great 
Swamp Conservancy
Wednesday, June 10, 
Guided tour 4:00-6:00 p.m.  
Program 6:30 p.m.
Great Swamp Conservancy 
8375 North Main St., Canastota, N.Y.

Created 22 years ago, the Great 
Swamp Conservancy (GSC) has gone 
through many changes, but it still 
keeps its core values close to heart. 
This special presentation by GSC 
founders and conservation educa-
tion staff will touch on every aspect 
of the GSC, including its history and 
challenges, educational programs, 
conservation practices, resident and 
migrant wildlife, events, and com-
munity involvement. (If you come for 
the tour, please wear muck boots or 
shoes you don’t mind getting wet, as 
some trails may be muddy.)
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Join 
To become a member of Onondaga Audubon 
Society, please send your name, address, 
and a check for $15 payable to Onondaga 
Audubon Society to the address below. 
Chapter-only members receive The Kestrel 
newsletter. For information on National 
Audubon Society membership, please visit 
audubon.org. Joint members with National 
Audubon receive The Kestrel plus Audubon 
magazine.  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Alison Kocek 
President

Reflections

This is my final year as president 
of Onondaga Audubon, and I want 
to take a moment to look back on 
the substantial conservation work 
our chapter has performed over 
the past four years. For Onondaga 
Audubon, conservation has taken on 
three forms. The first is partnering 
with other organizations to perform 
research that will help us better 
understand birds and their habitats 
and how to conserve them. The 
second is to create native habitats 
for birds to use. Finally, we advocate 
for birds politically, for example, 
by opposing improperly sited 
construction projects that would 
harm birds; promoting the passage 
of laws that help birds; and funding 
projects that help bird populations. 

Research and conservation. We 
continue to hire a spring-migration 
hawk counter at Derby Hill, whose 
data helps us track changes in raptor 
populations coming through our 
site over time. We began annually 
monitoring Piping Plovers on Lake 
Ontario and have seen eight chicks 
fledge from these sites since 2015, 
providing vital new blood to a 
population that has only 70 pairs of 
birds in the world. We have now spent 
three years banding birds at Baltimore 
Woods with SUNY-ESF as part of a 
Monitoring Avian Productivity and 
Survivorship study. All of our data 
has gone to the Institute for Bird 
Populations, where it is used to help 
look at trends in bird survival and site-
use on a local and regional level.   

Habitat creation. We built a Chim-
ney Swift tower at SUNY-ESF and 
a Purple Martin tower at Derby Hill; 
aided in many planting events with the 
Onondaga Lake Conservation Corps; 
donated to preserving the Great Bear 
Recreational Area; supported grant 
funding for the Thousand Island Land 
Trust and the Finger Lakes Land Trust; 
and worked with Wild Ones Habitat 
Gardening in Central New York to hold 
spring sales of native plants that will 

help homeowners create bird-friendly 
habitats in their yards. 

Advocacy. We have advocated hard 
for birds in our region. We went to 
Washington, D.C., to ask our legisla-
tors to fund the Great Lakes Restora-
tion Initiative, which helps maintain 
and restore wildlife habitat in and 
around the Great Lakes. We signed 
on to letters covering an array of 
conservation-related issues, such 
as preventing drilling in the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge, which is the 
breeding grounds for many of our 
wintering birds; seeking legislation to 
mandate that bird-friendly glass be 
used on public buildings; and asking 
that major construction projects such 
as the Onondaga Lake Amphitheater 
and the Liverpool warehouse proj-
ect include bird and wildlife-friendly 
measures. We have also reached out 
to legislators on local issues, notably 
in our ongoing fight to prevent a trail 
being built on Murphy’s Island, where 
trail use would disturb Bald Eagles 
using the winter eagle roost on Onon-
daga Lake. This battle has been long 
and hard, but we have succeeded in 
preventing a trail from being built for 
four years now.

We haven’t been able to win all of our 
conservation battles, but we know 
that even our losses help us learn 
how to better fight for birds in the 
future and how to better incorporate 
our most valuable resource—each 
of you! We hope you will continue 
to partner with us by becoming an 
active member of Onondaga Audubon 
through our calls-to-action emails 
(email OAS.Programs@gmail.com 
to join). While we may be a small, 
volunteer-run chapter, we have 
strength in numbers. With each of 
you as a member, we look forward to 
having you alongside of us as we fight 
to protect the birds of Central and 
Northern New York.

If you are looking for another way to 
help Onondaga Audubon’s fight for 
birds, the board is seeking someone 
with editorial and design experience 
to help produce the chapter’s com-
munications and publications. If 
interested, please email me at OAS.
Programs@gmail.com.



3THE KESTREL  |   SPRING / SUMMER 2020

SANCTUARIES

Looking Toward 
Spring
By David Fitch 
Sanctuary Chair

Having completed a fall-migration sea-
son counting birds at the Florida Keys 
hawkwatch, Karl Bardon has com-
municated his interest in returning to 
Derby Hill for the spring 2020 season. 
Please join me in welcoming him as the 
official count begins on March 1.

Derby Hill’s new Purple Martin nesting 
system was assembled and the pole 
erected last August. The unit was taken 
down and stored indoors for the winter 
but will be reassembled prior to the 
anticipated arrival of the martins in the 
beginning of April. I am hopeful that 
some early scouts will find the location 
to their liking. Consideration is being 
given to using decoys and/or audio 
recordings to accelerate occupancy.

The project to extend a potable water 
pipeline up Grandview Avenue hit a 
snag when bids exceeded the Town of 
Mexico’s cost estimates and available 
funding. We have since learned that 
the town was successful in obtaining 
additional funding and that a contract 
was awarded in November. The 
Grandview Avenue extension is one 
of five improvements included in the 
district contract. The contractor has 
been notified of Derby Hill’s period of 
high visitation. What can be completed 
and when will depend on the arrival 
and severity of winter weather.

At Noyes Sanctuary five new sections 
of boardwalk have been positioned, 
replacing deteriorated sections re-
moved last year. As I write this report, 
10 additional sections await transpor-
tation to needed locations. Since the 
trails purposely do not accommodate 
motorized vehicles, moving these sec-
tions requires a couple of able-bodied 
helpers. Please contact me at 315-657-
2040 if you would be willing to assist in 
this endeavor. Thank you!

herbaceous plants will be available 
in a browse-about format. Look for 
more details, including sale location, 
on our websites this spring. 

Meanwhile, do save the date:  
Spring Plant Sale, May 16

To learn more about backyard birds 
and native plants, be sure to attend 
one of the two May 2 talks by profes-
sor and author Doug Tallamy. Tallamy 
is an engaging writer and speaker 
with a unique talent for presenting 
scientific evidence to non-scientists. 
See program listings on page 1 for 
more information.

Each year, Onondaga Audubon and 
Habitat Gardening in CNY (HGCNY.
org) select 12 native plants beneficial 
for birds to highlight, promote, and 
sell at Onondaga Audubon’s spring 
plant sale. We started the Birdy  
Dozen in 2017, and with the addition 
of this year’s plants (below), we list 
48 species of plants native to our 
area that are both bird-friendly and 
locally available. Our spring sales of 
these plants have increased from 
322 units in 2017 to 819 in 2019! This 
year’s plant sale will be May 16. Trees 
and shrubs will have to be  
pre-ordered, while a selection of  

The 2020 Birdy Dozen and Spring Plant Sale 
By Diane Emord

NATIVE PLANTS FOR BIRDS

Grass

Andropogon gerardii Big bluestem

Herbaceous

Eutrochium purpureum Purple joe-pye weed

Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal flower, cardinal lobelia

Monarda fistulosa Bergamot

Shrubs

Alnus serrulata Black alder, smooth or common alder

Ceanothus americanus New Jersey tea

Rhus aromatica Fragrant sumac, aromatic sumac

Vaccinium corymbosum High-bush blueberry

Dioecious Shrub

Morella pensylvanica Northern bayberry

Evergreen

Pinus strobus White pine

Deciduous Tree

Acer saccharum Sugar maple

Prunus serotina Black cherry
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This summer I heard from numer-
ous chapter members who had been 
wondering why there seemed to 
be hardly any birds in their yards. It 
wasn’t their imagination. In Septem-
ber, a study conducted by research-
ers from seven institutions conclud-
ed that “2.9 billion breeding adult 
birds have been lost since 1970, 
including birds in every ecosystem” 
(https://www.3billionbirds.org/). 
The report appeared in the journal 
Science, and it got the attention of 
everyone. 

This decline has been happen-
ing gradually and over more than 
a generation. The numbers and 
diversity of what I used to see during 
a typical day of birding 40 years ago 
are nothing like what young birders 
are experiencing today. The authors 
of a Washington Post opinion piece 
(September 9, 2019) tell us that 
because bird populations decreased 

gradually, it was hard to see it was 
happening, and, therefore, it was not 
acted upon. This is called “shrinking 
baseline syndrome.” The baseline 
for the next generation will be even 
lower than ours, and their “new 
normal” will not include many of the 
birds that we are seeing today.

For the past 50 years, I have been 
watching the gradual decline or 
disappearance of much of the 
wildlife I had cherished as a child. I 
grew up in Connecticut and enjoyed 
many years as a nature-loving free 
spirit with 85 acres of farmland, 
cow pasture, and woods as my 
playground. My baseline included 
Eastern Towhees, wood turtles, Barn 
Swallows, and the calls of Whip-
poor-wills during summer nights. 

I left that happy world to go to 
college in Geneva, New York. I 
stayed in the area after graduation 
because my beloved Connecticut 
farm had been sold to a developer, 
and I now have my own farm in 
Central New York. In the mid-‘70s, 
Cayuga County and other rural areas 
within Onondaga Audubon’s service 
area still supported a diverse bird 
population. There was a nice mixture 

of small agricultural fields with 
hedgerows, forests, open scrubland, 
and grassland. The suburbs were 
limited to areas close to cities, and 
small family farms could still turn 
a profit. But the times they were 
a-changin’. 

Fast forward to 2019 and take a ride 
down the country roads 30 miles 
west of Syracuse. You can drive five 
miles and see only wall-to-wall corn, 
with no hedgerows or wood lots 
breaking it up. If you aren’t looking at 
corn, then you are probably looking 
at soybeans. Acre upon acre has 
been planted with Roundup Ready 
seed. Even the nine-hole golf course 
south of the town of Cato was sold to 
a farmer who removed mature native 
trees and replaced everything with 
corn.

Grassland birds like the Bobolink 
have been hit hard, because hay is 
cut too early and too frequently to 
allow the birds to reproduce. For 
every 10 Bobolinks that existed 
in 1970, only four remain today. 
Nowadays, Bobolinks are found only 
in places where property owners 

CONSERVATION

Text and photos by 
Maryanne Adams  
Conservation Chair

The New Normal  

Male and female Bobolink in rich grassland habitats.
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manage land for their preservation.

Lately I have become a devoted fol-
lower of Douglas W. Tallamy, author 
of Bringing Nature Home: How You 
Can Sustain Wildlife with Native 
Plants. Tallamy is a professor in the 
University of Delaware Department 
of Entomology and Wildlife Ecology. 
Reading his book helped me under-
stand why providing native vegeta-
tion is so important. There has been 
so much loss of wildlife habitat that 
we need to fill the usable space that 
remains with native species. Why? 
Because putting out seed for birds 
only helps them survive the win-
ter or live in areas without natural 
food sources. It does not help them 
reproduce successfully because 96 
percent of terrestrial birds use in-
sects, especially caterpillars, to feed 
their young. 

Non-native landscape plants are 
useless for supporting essential 
insect populations. According to 
Tallamy, “Insects can only tolerate a 
narrow group of chemicals to which 
they have been repeatedly exposed 
over thousands of generations.” By 

clearing native vegetation like wild 
cherry, goldenrod, milkweed, and 
asters that insects can use, you are 
starving the birds that you buy seed 
for in the winter. 

While in the dentist’s office last 
week, I watched an hour of HGTV 
and saw only one native tree. I was 
distressed because this is the new 
normal for suburbia. People love 
lawns and flower beds filled with 
showy plants and don’t think about 
how it affects anything else. Tallamy 
does not expect people to give up all 
of that. Instead, he shows how they 
can help birds by changing just part 
of their landscape by adding native 
plants, shrubs, and trees.

Next spring, Audubon members and 
friends will have a fantastic oppor-
tunity. On May 2, 2020, Professor 
Tallamy will be in Skaneateles to 
present a free program about how 
to landscape your yard for birds. By 
adding native plants to your proper-
ty, you can make up for habitat loss 
and create a future “normal” that will 
be better than what we have today. 
Please save the date and get ready 
to be inspired!

A facially stained female Purple Finch gorging on mulberry fruit.

Discover Derby Hill  
Bird Observatory
Saturday, May 9,  8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
36 Grand View Ave., Mexico, N.Y.

Come welcome spring at one of 
the Northeast’s premier birding 
and hawk-watch sites during a 
day of field walks that celebrate 
bird migration. Explore Derby 
Hill’s trails and habitats with 
experienced leaders; bird walks 
start every hour, on the hour. 
Enjoy the spectacle of migrating 
birds from the lake watch, on 
trails through the fields and 
forest, and at the observatory’s 
north lookout. 

An immaculate Cedar Waxwing considering highbush cranberry fruit.

ALISON KOCEK 
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Don’t Be Shy—Give the 
2020 Birdathon a Try!
Bird enthusiasts one and all are 
invited to participate in this year’s 
Birdathon quest. Timed to take place 
at the peak of spring migration, this 
is the perfect opportunity to go out 
and find some great birds. Through 
your participation, you can help 
document the occurrence of birds 
in Region 5 of the New York State 
Ornithologist Association and provide 
financial support for the important 
work of Onondaga Audubon—all 
while enjoying a day of birding. So 
mark your calendars, contact your 
bird-watching teammates, and start 
making plans for Birdathon!

When: Saturday, May 16, anytime be-
tween midnight and midnight— no rain 
date! 
Where: Jefferson, Lewis, Onondaga, 
Oswego, Madison, Oneida, and Herkimer 
Counties, plus Cayuga County north of 
N.Y. Route 31.  
Teams: Any size (one or more members). 
No splitting up! Team members must 
remain within sight of one another. Thank 
you for registering in advance. 
Count: Carefully identify species by sight 
and/or ear—follow the honor system, 
please.  
Bird List Deadline: 11 a.m. Sunday, May 
17, by email or phone, or in person at the 
compilation picnic at Derby Hill, starting 
at 4 p.m. Sunday.  
Dollars Deadline: Please turn in by  
June 15.

Records to Beat
People: 43 teams, 116 birders (1999)
Total Funds: $7,500 (2001) 
Most Money / Team: $2.001.11 (2019) 
Most Species Combined: 209 (2011) 
Most Species / Team: 158 (2013)

For More Information:
onondagaaudubon.com/Birdathon-3/

Sign up now for this exciting bird-watch-
ing event and help support Onondaga 
Audubon’s local education and bird  
sanctuary priorities.

Jonathan Kresge 
Birdathon Coordinator 
3426 Burnet Avenue 
Syracuse, NY  13206 
oasbirdathonjk@gmail.com 
(315) 308-0029  Home

Team Members Raised*

All Teams Combined $5,401

Archaeopteryx Mickey Scilingo, Chris Spagnoli 100

The Blackburnians Janet Needham McGraw, Jane Needham 1,245

Bluebirds Pat Burns, John Rogers 100

Cheryl Camp Cheryl Camp 20

(I Wish That I Had)  
Jessie’s Gull

Sterling Cousins, Jonathan Kresge,  
Jason Mauro, Tom Meier

439

Lookin’ 4 Hooters Frank Brosch, Stephen Schwab, Chris Stanger 300

Marsh Madness Liz Delconte, Dave Ryan, Jeanne Ryan,  
Sarah Stuart

2,001

1 Jay–Not So Stellar Judy Thurber 25

Osprey Can You See Dave Nash 230

Three Shrikes and 
We’re Out Birding

Maryanne Adams, Ken Hodgson,  
Renee Kittleman

340

The Uncommon Mergs Dennis Anderson, Kevin McGann, Matt Voelker 226

What the Hawk? Carla Bregman, Jane Fagerland 375

*Dollar amounts in table are rounded.

BIRDATHON

by raising $2001.11 for this year’s 
Birdathon! The Blackburnians raised 
$1,245.00 and (I Wish That I Had)  
Jessie’s Gull raised $439.25 to round 
out the top three teams. 

The 2019 Birdathon proved to be an-
other good fundraising event with a 
total of $5.401.11 raised by 12 teams.  
Marsh Madness once again raised 
the bar by breaking their own single-
team record of $1.850.00 last year 

2019 Birdathon Fundraising

Counts for the third New York 
breeding bird atlas began 
January 1, 2020.
Visit the atlas website for in-
formation: https://ebird.org/
atlasny/about

NEW YORK 
BREEDING BIRD 
ATLAS I I I

EDUCATOR  
SCHOLARSHIP
Through the generous funding of the 
Ruth Engelbrecht Memorial Scholar-
ship, Onondaga Audubon is once 
again able to sponsor an educator to 
attend “Sharing Nature: An Educa-
tor’s Week” on  Hog Island, Maine.

This year’s workshop takes place 
July 12-17. Application forms are on 
the Onondaga Audubon website 
at http://onondagaaudubon.com/
education/

Applications are due March 1.

ANNA LEISS 
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Birding by Ear: A Beginner’s  
Guide to Developing  
Listening Skills
March 24 to May 2 
Steve Kinne 315-882-3684

For a fourth year, Steve Kinne will share 
his skills for listening to, describing, and 
identifying woodland birdsongs. If you’re 
a novice in identifying birdsongs and 
would like to better develop this skill, join 
Steve in this concentrated course. You’ll 
learn how to actively listen to birdsongs/
calls, describe their characteristics, and 
then use these to help guide you to an 
ID. The emphasis is on developing your 
auditory skills… identification is icing on 
the cake! Four evening classroom ses-
sions will present key birdsongs/calls for 
analysis and identification (with lots of 
repetition). Homework assignments then 
expand your repertoire by comparing 
classroom ‘knowns’ with similar-sounding 
‘unknowns.’ Following classroom ses-
sions, four or more field trips will present 
many opportunities to practice these new 
skills. Class size is limited to 10 people, 
novice birdsongers only. Contact Steve 
Kinne (315-882-3684) for more details. 
Classroom dates  
Tuesday, March 24 and 31; April 7 and 14 
Manlius Library, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Field outings  
Locations to be announced

Tuesday evening, April 21, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Sunday morning, April 26, 8:00-11:00 a.m.

Tuesday evening, April 28, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Saturday morning, May 2, 8:00-11:00 a.m.

Green Lakes State Park
Saturday, May 2 and Sunday, June 7  
Jerry Case 315-687-9599 
Saturday, June 20 
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Join Jerry (May 2 and June 7) and Paul 
(June 20) for our popular field trips at 
Green Lakes State Park. Hike with these 
experienced birders through woodland 
and grassland habitats. Good chances for 
Orchard Oriole, Scarlet Tanager, Eastern 
Bluebird, and other nesting species. 
Please contact Jerry or Paul for more 
details.    

Annual Wildlife Festival
Saturday, May 2, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Montezuma Audubon Center

Enjoy live animal shows, family entertain-
ment, crafts, artisans, live music, deli-
cious food, games, and much more! 

For more information, call 315-365-3580 
or email Montezuma@audubon.org.

Discover Derby Hill  
Bird Observatory
Saturday, May 9, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

A day of field walks that celebrate bird 
migration. Explore the trails and habitats 
of this premier birding location with expe-
rienced leaders. Walks start on every hour.

Weekday Bird Walks
Thursday, May 21 and 28 
Pleasant Valley Preserve, Cedarvale 
Diane Emord 315-492-4258  
demord@twcny.rr.com

Join Diane for morning beginner 
bird walks at the new Pleasant Valley 
Preserve, a Central New York Land Trust 
property located on Pleasant Valley Road. 
Bring binoculars. Diane will explain how 
to use binoculars correctly and offer tips 
on how to spot and identify woodland 
birds. This trip will take two to three 
hours. Easy walking; no facilities. Please 
contact Diane to sign up.

Whiskey Hollow and Vicinity
Saturday, May 23 
Joe Brin 315-857-4734

Traditional spring migrants and breeding 
birds trip to the special gorge that is an 
Important Bird Area and partly protected 
by the Central New York Land Trust. We’ll 
look for several vireos; Cerulean, Hooded, 
and Mourning Warblers; Scarlet Tanager; 
Barred Owl, which nests there; and Aca-
dian Flycatcher, a bird found in only a few 
places in Region 5. Moderate to difficult 
terrain due to a few steep, muddy trails. 
Trip usually lasts until mid-afternoon. 
Please contact Joe for time and meeting 
place.

Montezuma National 
Wildlife Refuge
Sunday, May 24 
Scott Peterson 315-430-4404  
peterssm@lemoyne.edu 

Join Scott Peterson on this trip to Monte-
zuma to look for ducks, geese, swans, and 
other marsh and shorebirds. We will also 
check out other birding hotspots within 
the Montezuma complex as time permits. 
Contact Scott for more details.

Three Rivers Wildlife 
Management Area
Saturday, May 30 
Joe Brin 315-857-4734

Level hike passing through woods and 
brushy fields. Good for many warblers 
and sparrows. There may be both Bald 
Eagle and Osprey nests. Easy terrain. 
Please contact Joe for time and meeting 
place.

Please contact the trip leader at least 
two days before the trip to sign up. If 
you find out later you can’t attend, call 
the leader as soon as possible to let the 
leader know.

For all field trips, check the weather 
forecast and dress for the conditions. 
Suggested items to bring: binoculars, 
water, snack, hat, insect repellant, 
sunscreen. 

Trip leaders may postpone or cancel 
trips at their discretion, usually due to 
bad weather. Please check Facebook and 
Twitter the evening before and morning 
of the trip for possible trip changes. Trip 
leaders may decide to continue on to 
another location, if rare birds have been 
reported elsewhere in the area.

Watch your email and social media for 
news of additional events and field trips 
that may be added during the season.  

Finger Lakes Birding Festival
March 26-29

Montezuma Audubon Center, Braddock 
Bay Raptor Research, Sterling Nature 
Center, and Onondaga Audubon are 
proud to announce the inaugural Finger 
Lakes Birding Festival that will feature 
birding tours, lectures, and workshops 
at the Montezuma Wetlands Complex, 
Braddock Bay, Sterling Nature Center, 
and Onondaga Lake. Discounted hotel 
accommodations and program registra-
tions will be available shortly, so save the 
dates and stay tuned.

Search for FingerLakesBirdingFestival 
in Facebook or on Messenger to find the  
festival Facebook page.

Derby Hill Bird Observatory
Saturday, March 28 and April 25 
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871

Join Bill Purcell for a day at Derby Hill, 
one of North America’s best spring 
hawk-migration sites. Dress very warmly 
and bring binoculars. Please contact Bill 
to sign up.    
Saturday, March 28 
This is the peak time for many adult 
raptors. Besides the usual Turkey 
Vultures and Red-tailed Hawks, we 
would expect to see Red-shouldered and 
Rough-legged Hawks, Northern Harrier, 
and both Bald and Golden Eagles. 
Saturday, April 25 
This second field trip to Derby Hill falls in 
the peak time for Broad-winged Hawks. 
In addition, all of the 15 regularly occur-
ring raptor species are possible at this 
date. 
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Weekday Bird Walks
Thursday, June 4 and 11 
Erie Canal Towpath, Chittenango 
Steve Kinne 315-882-3684

Steve will lead morning walks along the 
canal towpath (wide level terrain) looking 
and listening for warblers, flycatchers, 
sparrows, and more! Herons, sandpipers, 
and swallows are also possible along the 
waterway during this two- to three-hour 
trip. Bring binoculars. Please contact 
Steve to sign up.

Great Adirondack  
Birding Celebration
Friday-Sunday, June 5-7  
Paul Smiths, New York 
Bernie Carr 315-469-9379 
mycocarex@hotmail.com

The 18th annual Great Adirondack  
Birding Celebration–the longest running 
boreal birding festival in the Northeast–
will be held June 5-7 at the Paul Smith’s 
College Visitor Interpretive Center in Paul 
Smiths, New York. The festival will feature 
field trips to boreal birding hot spots, 
informative lectures, workshops, a raffle, 
social hours, and more. Please contact 
Bernie Carr for more details.

continued from page 7

Labrador Pond
Saturday, June 6 
Joe Brin 315-857-4734 

Joe will lead a trip to Labrador Pond to 
look for warblers and other songbirds. 
Species often seen here include Balti-
more Oriole, Eastern Kingbird, and Alder 
and Least Flycatchers, to name a few. 
Depending on recent nearby bird sight-
ings, we may travel to other areas. Call 
Joe for meeting place and time.

Green Lakes State Park
Sunday, June 7  
Jerry Case 315-687-9599

Join Jerry for another visit to the wood-
land and grassland habitats of this state 
park. Late migrants and local nesting 
species are expected. Please contact 
Jerry for more details. 

Camillus Forest Unique Area 
Saturday, June 13 
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

This forest contains some of the tallest 
and oldest trees in Onondaga County. 
Although it is a forest, many parts of 
the hike will be through meadows and 

along open fields. Location is good for 
Baltimore Oriole, Scarlet Tanager, and 
Indigo Bunting, as well as Hooded, Blue-
winged, and Mourning Warblers. Trip 
should last at least three to four hours. 
Moderate to difficult due to some steep 
trails. Contact Paul for more details.

Sterling Nature Center
Sunday, June 14 
Maryanne Adams 315-626-6368  
goldtailedhermit@aol.com

Maryanne will lead a beginner’s bird walk 
at Sterling Nature Center. Bring binoculars. 
Nesting Great Blue Herons are possible 
at the heronry, as are many other nesting 
species. Contact Maryanne to sign up.

Green Lakes State Park
Saturday, June 20  
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Join Paul for opportunities to see and 
hear local nesting species. Contact him 
for more details.  

P.O. Box 620  
Syracuse, NY 13201


