
FALL PROGRAMS
the birds that have been part of this 
incredible migratory fallout. Craig will 
talk about both these matters this 
evening.

Raptor Migration at 
Franklin Mountain 
Hawkwatch 
Wed., November 13, 6:30 p.m.
Marcellus Free Library 
32 Maple St., Marcellus, N.Y. 

The Franklin Mountain Hawkwatch is 
one of New York’s premier fall raptor-
migration sites. Overlooking the city 
of Oneonta, this spot is particularly 
noted for late-season flights of Red-
tailed Hawks and Golden Eagles. In 
2018, 323 Golden Eagles were tallied 
there, the highest total in the hawk 
watch’s 30-year history. Andy Mason 
is co-president of the Delaware-
Otsego Audubon Society, co-chair of 
the Franklin Mountain Hawkwatch, 
and a regular, active counter at Frank-
lin Mountain. Come listen as Andy 
describes the latest updates on these 
fascinating raptors’ movements.

Citizen Science 
with CatTracker: A 
Smartphone App for 
Understanding an 
Ecological CATastrophe
Wed., September 11, 6:30 p.m. 
Marcellus Free Library  
32 Maple St., Marcellus, N.Y.

An associate professor of biology at 
Le Moyne College, Onondaga Audu-
bon board member Jason Luscier 
has been looking into free-ranging 
domestic cats. To better understand 
these populations in our region, he 
developed a smartphone app called 
CatTracker, which is designed to 
gather citizen-science data regard-
ing sightings of these wandering pet 
and feral felines. At this meeting, 
Jason will explain how each sighting 
reported through CatTracker helps 
monitor cat population sizes and 
their effects on native wildlife. The 
app can be downloaded for free from 
the Android and Apple app stores.

Migration at  
Magee Marsh
Wed., October 9, 6:30 p.m.
Community Library of DeWitt and 
Jamesville  
5110 Jamesville Rd., Jamesville, N.Y. 

Situated on the southern shore of 
Lake Erie, Magee Marsh is a prime 
stopover for North American warblers 
during spring migration; it’s also at 
the top of many a birder’s bucket list. 
Craig Braack is a passionate nature 
photographer who has photographed 
birds throughout countless natural 
areas in all 50 states. His many visits 
to Magee Marsh have generated 
some dazzling photographs of and 
inspiring experiences with some of 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS
Clinton 
Saturday, December 14, 2019 
Matt Perry 315-796-2233 

Cortland 
Saturday, December 14, 2019 
Matt Young may6@cornell.edu 

Montezuma 
Monday, December 16, 2019 
Chris Lajewski 315-365-3580, x200 

New Woodstock 
Monday, December 30, 2019 
Matt Young may6@cornell.edu 

Oneida 
Wednesday, January 1, 2020 
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871 

Oswego 
Sunday, December 15,  2019 
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871 

Rome 
Sunday, December 15, 2019 
Bruce Carpenter 315-271-9073 

Skaneateles 
Sunday, December 29, 2019 
John Cashier 315-469-3314 

Syracuse 
Saturday, December 14, 2019 
Jason Luscier luscierjd@lemoyne.edu 

Thousand Islands 
Thursday, December 19, 2019 
Josh Van Wieren 613 923-5261 x113 
josh.vanwieren@pc.gc.ca

Watertown 
Saturday, December 14, 2019 
Bill Haller 315-639-6848 
haldex@twcny.rr.com
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Sharp-shinned Hawk

To participate, please contact the 
count compiler, who will confirm 
the date and provide details about 
the count.
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Onondaga County has applied for a 
permit to build a trail on Murphy’s 
Island, which lies at the southern end 
of Onondaga Lake. We have encour-
aged Onondaga Audubon members 
to write to the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation and ask 
that the permit not be approved, as 
the trial is likely to disturb the large 
numbers of Bald Eagles that roost in 
the area. By the time this newsletter 
appears, a decision on that applica-
tion likely will have been made.

With such great applicants for this 
year’s Ruth Engelbrecht Scholarship, 
we picked two winners, Lisa Lowen-
berg and Liz DelConte. Each scholar-
ship paid for a trip to this year’s July 
Educator’s Week at the Hog Island 
Audubon Camp in Maine. I look for-
ward to learning how this workshop 
helped them expose their students 
to nature in new and unique ways. 

Although Paul Richardson has 
stepped down from the treasurer 
position, I am happy to report that 
he will remain on the chapter’s 
board of directors. I am also excited 
to welcome Bob Keuhnel as our 
new treasurer. As a retired clinical 
psychologist from the Syracuse 
Veterans Administration facility who 
continues to volunteer helping our 
local veterans, Bob brings a unique 
set of experiences to the board. 

I would like to give a hearty thanks to 
Jonathan Kresge, who stepped up as 
our 2019 Birdathon coordinator, as 
well as to the many of you that sup-
ported us and the birds by partici-
pating in this event.

Finally, I hope that you will consider 
taking part in your local Christmas 
Bird Count this winter. Board mem-
ber Jason Luscier has taken over the 
Syracuse-area count, and we look 
forward to updating you on this im-
portant citizen-science project—one 
that has been ongoing since 1900!

With the many projects we’ve been 
working on, 2019 was off to a busy 
start for Onondaga Audubon.

For the third year in a row, we were 
out banding birds at Baltimore 
Woods in Marcellus, New York. This 
year we found new species, includ-
ing Eastern Towhee, as well as some 
old friends, such as the first Song 
Sparrow we ever banded, which 
was back in 2017. Again this sum-
mer we monitored Piping Plovers 
on Lake Ontario. Despite high water 
levels and a resulting lack of sandy 
beach habitat, our pair from last 
year nested again and hatched three 
chicks. Our Chimney Swift tower did 
not have any occupants nesting in it 
this summer, but we are hopeful that 
migrant swifts will take advantage of 
it this fall.

Michelle Stantial determines the age of a second-
year male Chestnut-sided Warbler by examining 
feathers for molt limits.

Although we did not receive the sanc-
tuary planning grant we were hoping 
for, we will look into other avenues to 
complete this important work.

Working on Our Mission
By Alison Kocek 
President

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Andrew Noyes (left) was the initiator and leader of the Eagle Scout project at Noyes Sanctuary.  
The other scouts in the photo are Bill Reynolds (hidden behind Andrew)), Connor Loomis (center), and  
Bond Photos (right). The three-hour work session took place on March 23. 
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Migration, 
Improvements, and 
Friends New and Old

We were pleased to engage the ser-
vices of seasoned hawk counter Karl 
Bardon for the 2019 spring migration 
at Derby Hill. Having assisted in fall 
counts at both Hawk Ridge in Duluth, 
Minnesota, and Veracruz, Mexico, 
Karl possessed the experience and 
identification skills we sought. His 
desire to perform a spring count at 
Derby Hill combined with our need 
for a new counter proved mutually 
beneficial. It became obvious that 
we had a well-traveled hawk counter 
when Karl arrived with his own decoy 
owl, which provided much entertain-
ment for our visitors. He earned 
our respect with his long hours of 
observation (753) and identification 
expertise, which resulted in an all-
time record of 101,828 raptors being 
counted this year. Not surprisingly, 

ing read for birders, raptor lovers, 
and avian migration enthusiasts 
alike.

The new Purple Martin housing 
system has been received, but we 
were unable to dig and cement the 
pole before the ground froze last 
fall. I expect to have the unit in place 
and ready for occupancy before the 
martins’ 2020 arrival. Despite hav-
ing been cleaned out and the area 
cleared of close saplings, the existing 
house apparently was not used this 
season.

We have learned that the water pipe-
line serving Sage Creek Road will 
be extended up Grandview Avenue 
to the top of Derby Hill. Off-season 
and lake-watch visitors are advised 
that they may encounter vehicular 
access restrictions due to the instal-
lation of this line.

It was gratifying to receive a visit 
from Hawk Migration Association 
of North America executive director 
Jane Ferreyra this spring. Based in 
Detroit, Jane has been on a hawk-
watch site tour since becoming 
director in 2017. She did not witness 
a great flight during her visit, but 
we had a pleasant visit and walking 
tour of the sanctuary. I look forward 
to a continued partnership with this 
organization dedicated to raptor 
conservation and appreciation.

By David Fitch 
Sanctuary Chair

I wish to acknowledge the efforts 
of George Spak this past winter 
in experimenting with tools to cut 
phragmites from Sage Creek while 
the creek was frozen. Much remains 
to be accomplished, but George’s 
strenuous physical work warrants 
recognition.

Earlier this year Onondaga Audubon 
was approached by Andrew Noyes, 
a descendent of sanctuary donor 
Richard Noyes, with a request to 
perform an Eagle Scout project at 
Noyes Sanctuary. Following some 
discussion of what could be useful, 
it was proposed that Andrew’s troop 
construct 15 new sections of board-
walk for trail improvement. The troop 
solicited donations of materials from 
local vendors and provided all the 
tools and labor. The chapter commit-
ted to contribute monetary support 
for the balance of materials not do-
nated. On a sunny but wintry March 
Saturday, the troop assembled the 
boardwalk sections at the sanctu-
ary; during the summer, the scouts 
made plans to move the sections 
into place. We wish to thank Andrew, 
the Noyes family, Troop #888, and 
the many donors for their contribu-
tions and efforts to provide some 
much-needed improvements to this 
sanctuary.  

  
Editor’s note: If you received the 
Rough-leg newsletter in the past, 
but  did not get one in July/August 
2019, and would like to continue, 
please contact: 
oas.membership@gmail.com 

Red-tailed Hawk showing its opinion of  
Great Horned Owl decoys.

Karl’s season report in Derby Hill 
Bird Observatory’s newsletter, The 
Rough-leg, proved to be an interest-
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It’s definitely not 1979 anymore. 

When the Derby Hill Bird Observa-
tory daily hawk count was initiated 
in 1979, its purpose was to monitor 
raptor populations passing through 
our region. We now have 41 years of 
data, and that goal has largely been 
achieved beyond any of the founders’ 
wildest dreams. Even given the great 
variability in weather, observer effort, 
observer competence, and other 
factors, population trends for many 
species are very apparent. This is 
true even without sophisticated data 
analysis. When one assesses the  
value of these data against the mini-
mal cost of collecting them, it’s clear 
the supporters of the hawk count 
have gotten one heck of a bargain.

As the first official hawk counter 
trudging up the hill in late February 
1979, I could not have predicted the 
changes that have occurred during 
the last 40 years. In 1979 we were 
still in the depths of the DDT era, 
which decimated certain raptor spe-
cies. Other, less-impacted species 
were the more common players in 
the Derby Hill flights. 

Now is an opportune time to look 
back four decades for several rea-
sons. 1979 and 2019 are among the 
years with high coverage hours. Both 
years had a good amount of south-
erly winds favorable for migration 
observation. Both years were cov-
ered by observers with high identi-
fication competence. Thus, we have 
snapshots in time from different eras 
that, when viewed in context with 
the overall mass of collected data, 
provide food for thought. 

The 15 annual diurnal raptors along 
Derby Hill’s flyway fall in the catego-
ries that follow.

Today’s Most Numerous Species 

Broad-winged Hawk. 1979 / 
33,055; 2019 / 63,639. As always, 
counting this species north of Vera-
cruz, Mexico, is an exercise in futility. 
Will-o’-the-wisps soaring and drifting 
wherever thermals and winds take 
them, Broad-wings are the bane 
of the hawk monitor’s existence. 
2019’s flight of nearly 64,000 is the 
hill’s highest-ever total. What does 
it mean? Well, we can state that this 
number of Broad-wings flew close 
enough to the lookout to be counted, 
nothing more. Broad-wings are the 
bread-and-butter species at most 
northeastern hawk watches, but the 
numbers counted vary so much over 
the years as to be nearly meaning-
less. Compared with 1979, this year’s 
megaflight tells us there is still a 
good population of this small wood-
land buteo moving along our flyway. 
That is good news, but we have 
come to understand that the place 
to monitor this species’ populations 
is Mexico, not Mexico, New York.

Turkey Vulture. 1979 / 1,009; 2019 
/ 27,981. The extraordinary popula-
tion explosion of this species in north-
eastern U.S. and southern Canada 
continues. Many reasons for this, 
ranging from climate change to road 
kill, have been postulated. The truth is, 
we do not know why populations are 
exploding, only that they are. While 
the rate of increase may be slowing, 
it is now normal to have hours in late 
March and early April when numbers 
passing the lookout  exceed the entire 
1979 total. Whatever the reason, 

CONSERVATION

By Gerry Smith 
Guest Columnist

Derby Hill  
Hawk Counts, 
Then and Now

these flights now rival the Broad-wing 
movements of late-April as a spec-
tacle for hawk watchers.

The Good

Bald Eagle. 1979 / 14; 2019: 1,252. 
The recovery of our national bird 
from the ravages of DDT is now well 
known. Different populations are re-
covering at variable rates. The south-
ern group breeding in Florida and the 
southeastern U.S. is doing very well. 
When these birds are headed north 
for their “summer vacation” in May, 
hourly numbers passing the lookout 
often exceed season totals for most 
years until the mid-1990s. It’s clear 
that the increase is continuing. If the 
Derby Hill hawk count had coverage 
on southerly wind days extending 
into July, a lot more Florida birds 
would be detected. It sure isn’t 1979 
for this species, and what a wonder-
ful situation for all of us. There may 
now be more Bald Eagles flourishing 
in eastern North America than at any 
time during the last 150 year.

Golden Eagle. 1979 / 18; 2019 / 
68. This species has also increased 
since the early years of the Derby Hill 
hawk count. Their increase pattern 
parallels that of the Bald Eagle, sug-
gesting a recovery from DDT. Golden 
Eagle populations in the east are 
habitat-limited and appear to feed 
more on waterfowl and waterbirds 
than their western cousins. Goldens 
passing Derby Hill are largely im-
mature and subadult birds, since the 
majority of eastern adults migrate 
both ways along the mountain 
ridges. Thus it’s likely our increased 
numbers reflect better reproduction 
and growth of the population.

Merlin. 1979 / 14; 2019 / 94. Derby 
Hill counts reflect the explosion of 
the eastern Merlin population. In the 
count’s early years, this was a tough 
migrant to see. The population has 
now expanded into New York state as 
both breeders and winter residents. 
This expansion was unthinkable in 
the 1980s. Merlins represent another 
DDT-recovery success story and 
are now fairly common year-round 
in New York. That said, it should be 

Broad-winged Hawk
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noted that Derby Hill is a poor place 
to count falcons, as many pass well 
out over the lake.

Peregrine. 1979 / 3; 2019 / 32. As 
with other DDT-ravaged species, 
Peregrines have made a marvelous 
recovery. Since Peregrines can easily 
cross Lake Ontario directly, their 
being seen at Derby is a matter of 
chance. Birds that are hunting or at-
tracted to the concentration of other 
migrant raptors are those most likely 
to be seen at the Derby Hill lookouts.

Osprey. 1979 / 692; 2019 / 595.  The 
outlier year of 1979, amid the DDT era, 
was an extraordinarily high Osprey 
count, given the times. 2019 was also 
an excellent year, approaching 600 of 
these birds. Evidence from Derby Hill 
migration counts and breeding in our 
region indicates a continuing, consis-
tent, and steady population growth 
as the species recovers from the 
ravages of DDT. The ability of Osprey 
to adapt to human alterations of our 
planet suggests they will do fine for 
the foreseeable future.

The Cyclic

Populations of cyclic species un-
dergo large population swings based 
on normal ecological factors. This 
makes their numbers impossible to 
assess in the short term and very 
difficult in the long term.

Northern Harrier. 1979 / 667; 2019 
/ 568. Fran Hammerstrom’s won-
derful treatise on Northern Harri-
ers illustrates how its populations 
are determined by the abundance 
of meadow voles in a given region. 
In years of “vole plagues,” up to 
seven young may be raised from 
one nest. Since one male may have 
up to three mates, the potential 
population boost is considerable. 
Trends in this species are tough to 
detect, even with the entire data 
set. My best guess is that there are 
still reasonable numbers of barriers 
present along our flyway. Data on 
this species will require more sophis-
ticated analysis, particularly in light 
of increasing evidence of disruption 
of rodent cycles by climate change in 
many parts of the earth.

Northern Goshawk. 1979 / 55; 
2019 / 15. Famed for its great cyclic 
irruptions from the Boreal Forest 
every nine to 11 years, this mag-
nificent northern accipiter may be 
in trouble. It has been nearly three 
decades since any significant irrup-
tion occurred in this region. It has 
reached the point that most Derby 
Hill observers other than myself are 
very unfamiliar with them. Northern 
Goshawk is now a species to watch 
carefully in the near future here in 
the northeast. Are great irruptions 
a thing of the past, due to climate- 
change-based disruption of past 
cycles? Stay tuned.

Rough-legged Hawk. 1979 / 432; 
2019 / 111. These years are excel-
lent examples of the wild swings in 
Rough-leg numbers annually pass-
ing Derby Hill lookouts. Reproduc-
tive success and annual irruption 
patterns vary greatly in this Arctic 
breeder. Primarily a small-mammal 
specialist, this species is greatly 

impacted by cycles of lemmings and 
voles. Factors that might disrupt 
those patterns can greatly impact 
Rough-leg populations. More sophis-
ticated analysis of existing Derby Hill 
data and improved gathering of age 
and sex data on all irruptive species 
should be a future priority.

The Bad

Sharp-shinned Hawk. 1979 / 9,367; 
1984 / 11,582; 2019 / 3,654. This 
species is the poster child for long-
term declines in a raptor popula-

tion. After rapidly recovering from 
DDT due to high reproductive rates 
that began in the late 1970s, Sharp-
shinned Hawk populations began to 
crash again by the 1990s. Despite 
occasional elevated years, this de-
cline has been noted widely, includ-
ing at major concentration points 
in coastal regions of the Northeast. 
2019’s entire Derby Hill count for 
this species was nearly matched by 
a single day in 1984. The reasons for 
this severe decline in northern Sharp-
shinned populations are unclear, but 
it is very real. My guess is that, with 
the declines of Neotropical songbird 
migrants to the Boreal Forest, these 
small-bird hunting specialists are 
food-stressed. Their nesting cycle 
having evolved to match the timing 
of this prey base, adult male Sharpies 
are feeding females and young when 
singing male songbirds are most ob-
vious and therefore potentially most 
vulnerable. Moreover, young hawks 
are then learning to hunt during the 
period when young songbirds are 
fledging and thus very vulnerable. 
Adapted to be in sync with the breed-
ing cycle of this migrant- prey base, 
Sharpies are now out of sync with 
resident songbirds and are unable to 
switch to different prey.

Cooper’s Hawk. 1979 / 464; 2019 
/ 215. Migrant Cooper’s and Red-
shouldered hawks passing Derby Hill 
are near the northern limits of their 
ranges. Ranging fewer than 75 miles 
north of Ottawa, these edge-of-range 
birds are more sensitive to factors 
impacting their populations than 
birds dwelling nearer the center of 
their ranges. Reports of this species 
from farther south clearly indicate 
that Cooper’s Hawk populations are 
doing fabulously. 

Migration counts of more northern 
birds at Derby indicate otherwise. 
There is strong evidence of a long-
term trend of fewer birds passing 
our lookouts. Local observers often 
blame lousy weather during the late 
March and early April peak-migration 
period for both Cooper’s and Red-
shouldered hawks. While this may be 
a contributing cause, I suspect other 
factors are at work. Are more birds 

Rough-legged Hawk

Continued on page 8
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Fifty-five people on 24 teams par-
ticipated this year in the 61st annual 
Onondaga Audubon Birdathon, three 
teams more than last year. With 
rain holding off and weather stay-
ing warm and sunny throughout the 
day, conditions were much improved 
for most of the traditional Region 5 
Birdathon area. Overall, the event 
netted 198 species.  

Archaeopteryx (Mickey Scilingo, 
Chris Spagnoli) took top honors 
for the day, with 152 species—just 
six shy of the all-time high of 158 
species. The Uncommon Mergs 
(Matthew Voelker, Dennis Anderson, 
Kevin McGann) took second place 
with 139 species, while the group 
from Baltimore Woods, (I Wish That I 
Had) Jessie’s Gull (Tom Meier, Jason 
Mauro, Sterling Cousins, Jonathan 
Kresge), took third place with 132 
species. Also showing were the Blue-
birds (John Rogers, Pat Burns) with 
121 species and team Woodcock (Bill 
Purcell) with 117.

The Fabulous Baker Birds (Stephen, 
Philip, and Peggy Baker) captured 
the Clarke’s Nutcracker award for 
best bird with a Rough-legged Hawk. 
Other Birdathon highlights included 
Orange-crowned Warbler, Yellow-bel-
lied Flycatcher, and Golden-winged 
Warbler. Finally, Judy Thurber 
captured the best team name award 
with One Jay–Not So Stellar.

Team, Members, Territory*  Species Singles

Archaeopteryx (Mickey Scilingo, Chris Spagnoli) 152 Greater Yellowlegs, Dunlin, 
Philadelphia Vireo

The Blackburnians (Janet Needham McGraw,  
Jane Needham)

82

Bluebirds (Pat Burns, John Rogers) 121

The Buntings  (Kevin Bliss, Bernie Carr, Ashley Chiu, 
Sarah Shute, Lisa Welch) Oswego County

76

Bushwacking Fool (Dan Crane) Pepperbox Wilderness 43 Ring-necked Duck,  
Common Goldeneye

Cheryl Camp Toad Harbor area 26 Sandhill Crane

Egg Drop Coops (Al Bremmer, Kate Timm) Fair Haven, 
Sterling 

87 Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, 
Golden-winged Warbler

The Fabulous Baker Birds (Peggy Baker, Phil Baker, 
Steve Baker)

108 Rough-legged Hawk

Gray-crested Flakcatchers (Sue Boettger,  
Bill Gruenbaum)

71

(I Wish That I Had) Jessie’s Gull  (Sterling Cousins, 
Jonathan Kresge,  Jason Mauro, Tom Meier)

132 Horned Lark,  
Orange-crowned Warbler

The Kinglet (Tom McKay) Onondaga County 54

Lookin’4 Hooters (Frank Brosch, Stephen Schwab, 
Chris Stanger)

115

Team Loonatics (Deborah Rahalski, Peter Rahalski) 73

Mad Cowbirds (Dave Baldrini, John Moore,  
Katalin Moore)

92 Olive-sided Flycatcher, 
Gray-cheeked Thrush

Marsh Madness (Liz DelConte,  David Ryan,  
Jeanne Ryan, Sarah Stuart)

111

1 Jay–Not So Stellar (Judy Thurber) 102

Oran Station (Kyle Buelow) Oran Station 48 Prairie Warbler

Osprey Can You See (Dave Nash) Onondaga County 105 Semipalmated Sandpiper

Photon Hawk (Taj Sar) 94 Protonotary Warbler

Three Shrikes and We’re Out Birding  
(Maryanne Adams, Ken Hodgson, Renee Kittleman)

105

The Uncommon Mergs (Dennis Anderson,  
Kevin McGann, Matt Voelker)

139 Peregrine Falcon

What the Hawk? (Carla Bregman, Jane Fagerland) 84

Woodcock (Bill Purcell) Oswego County 117 Surf Scoter

Wrenegades (Charlie Baker, Faith Baker, Jim Baker,  
Joel Baker, Kharisma Baker, Ted Baker) Jefferson,  
Oswego Counties

100

BIRDATHON

2019 Birdathon Fields 
Two Dozen Teams

* Territories are multi-county in NYSOA Region 5 except as noted.

By Jonathan Kresge 
Birdathon coordinator

NEW YORK BREEDING BIRD ATLAS I I I

Breeding-bird atlases are designed 
to survey all the birds breeding 
within a specific area over a limited 
time. The first atlas in New York 
was conducted from 1980 to 1985. 
The second atlas was conducted 
20 years later, from 2000 to 2005. 
Starting in 2020, New York will be 
among the first states in the U.S. to 
conduct a third atlas.

period 2020-2025 to allow valid 
comparisons with prior and future 
New York Breeding Bird Atlases 
and to inform the conservation of 
birds and their habitats. To learn 
more about how you can par-
ticipate in this important citizen-
science project, visit https://ebird.
org/atlasny/about
This copy has been adapted from the eBird 
website.

The first two bird atlases have been 
the definitive resources used by New 
York state agencies and conserva-
tion organizations to assist in plan-
ning efforts and assessing the status 
of species. 

The purpose of the New York Breed-
ing Bird Atlas is to assess the distri-
bution and abundance of the breed-
ing birds of New York state in the 
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FIELD TRIPS:  AUGUST 2019–FEBRUARY 2020
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Creekwalk/ 
Onondaga Lake 
Saturday, September 21 
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Paul Richardson will be leading a 
field trip to look for waterfowl and 
late migrating songbirds. Please 
contact Paul for details and specific 
time and meeting place.

Sterling Nature Center 
Sunday, September 22 
Maryanne Adams goldtailedhermit@
aol.com, 315-626-6368

Maryanne will lead a beginner’s bird 
walk at Sterling Nature Center. Bring 
binoculars.  Some Great Blue Herons 
may still be at the rookery, as well 
as shorebirds and ducks. Migrating 
songbirds are also possible.  Contact 
Maryanne to sign up. 

Onondaga Lake 
West Shore Trail 
Saturday, September 28 
Alison Kocek akocek@gmail.com, 
602-402-2284

Join Alison on a trip to the Onondaga 
Lake Visitors Center and West Shore 
Trail. This 5-mile round trip is on an 
easy, paved walking trail and will 
afford looks at waterfowl, resident 
birds, and late fall migrants. This trip 
is great for beginning birders. Please 
contact Alison for more details and 
meeting location.

Long Branch Park and 
Onondaga Lake North 
Shore: Using the eBird 
Smartphone App 
Saturday, October 19 
Jason Luscier  
lusciejd@lemoyne.edu, 479-871-
9199

Join Jason for a morning birding 
the north shore of Onondaga Lake, 
starting at Long Branch Park. In 
addition to some excellent fall 
waterfowl, attendees will learn 
the ins and outs of the eBird 
smartphone app. This will likely be 
a 2- to 3-hour outing, so be sure to 
bring water, snacks, etc. Contact 
Jason for details and meeting place.

Fair Haven Beach State 
Park and Environs 
Saturday, November 23 
Bill Purcell wpurcell@twcny.rr.com 
315-382-2871

Bill will be leading this traditional 
field trip to look for Purple 
Sandpipers. Please bring a lunch 
and dress very warmly. Migrating 
waterfowl, Red-throated Loon, Bald 
Eagle, Dunlin, and Snow Buntings are 
just some of the possible birds to be 
seen on this trip, and there is always 
the possibility of a Snowy Owl on the 
dunes. Please contact Bill for details 
and meeting place. Easy walking.  

Baldwinsville to Oswego 
Saturday, January 11 
Bill Purcell wpurcell@twcny.rr.com 
315-382-2871

Join Bill on a trip to look for 
waterfowl and gulls along the rivers 
from Baldwinsville to Oswego. Please 
contact Bill for more details.

Creekwalk and  
Syracuse Inner Harbor 
Saturday, January 18  
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Paul Richardson will lead a morning 
hike along the Creekwalk to the 
Onondaga Lake shoreline, where 
wintering Bald Eagles roost. He will 
also head to Syracuse’s Inner Harbor 
to look for waterfowl and wintering 
gulls. Please dress warmly. Contact 
Paul for additional information. 

Baldwinsville to Oswego 
Saturday, February 22 
Bill Purcell wpurcell@twcny.rr.com 
315-382-2871

Join Bill on a trip to look for waterfowl  
and gulls along the rivers from 
Baldwinsville to Oswego. Please 
contact Bill for more details.

Additional trips to view Bald 
Eagles and other wintering 
species may be added during 
the winter months, depending 
on weather conditions. Please 
check Facebook and Twitter for 
announcements about these 
special events.

Team, Members, Territory*  Species Singles

Archaeopteryx (Mickey Scilingo, Chris Spagnoli) 152 Greater Yellowlegs, Dunlin, 
Philadelphia Vireo

The Blackburnians (Janet Needham McGraw,  
Jane Needham)

82

Bluebirds (Pat Burns, John Rogers) 121

The Buntings  (Kevin Bliss, Bernie Carr, Ashley Chiu, 
Sarah Shute, Lisa Welch) Oswego County

76

Bushwacking Fool (Dan Crane) Pepperbox Wilderness 43 Ring-necked Duck,  
Common Goldeneye

Cheryl Camp Toad Harbor area 26 Sandhill Crane

Egg Drop Coops (Al Bremmer, Kate Timm) Fair Haven, 
Sterling 

87 Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, 
Golden-winged Warbler

The Fabulous Baker Birds (Peggy Baker, Phil Baker, 
Steve Baker)

108 Rough-legged Hawk

Gray-crested Flakcatchers (Sue Boettger,  
Bill Gruenbaum)

71

(I Wish That I Had) Jessie’s Gull  (Sterling Cousins, 
Jonathan Kresge,  Jason Mauro, Tom Meier)

132 Horned Lark,  
Orange-crowned Warbler

The Kinglet (Tom McKay) Onondaga County 54

Lookin’4 Hooters (Frank Brosch, Stephen Schwab, 
Chris Stanger)

115

Team Loonatics (Deborah Rahalski, Peter Rahalski) 73

Mad Cowbirds (Dave Baldrini, John Moore,  
Katalin Moore)

92 Olive-sided Flycatcher, 
Gray-cheeked Thrush

Marsh Madness (Liz DelConte,  David Ryan,  
Jeanne Ryan, Sarah Stuart)

111

1 Jay–Not So Stellar (Judy Thurber) 102

Oran Station (Kyle Buelow) Oran Station 48 Prairie Warbler

Osprey Can You See (Dave Nash) Onondaga County 105 Semipalmated Sandpiper

Photon Hawk (Taj Sar) 94 Protonotary Warbler

Three Shrikes and We’re Out Birding  
(Maryanne Adams, Ken Hodgson, Renee Kittleman)

105

The Uncommon Mergs (Dennis Anderson,  
Kevin McGann, Matt Voelker)

139 Peregrine Falcon

What the Hawk? (Carla Bregman, Jane Fagerland) 84

Woodcock (Bill Purcell) Oswego County 117 Surf Scoter

Wrenegades (Charlie Baker, Faith Baker, Jim Baker,  
Joel Baker, Kharisma Baker, Ted Baker) Jefferson,  
Oswego Counties

100

Please contact the trip leader at 
least two days before the trip to sign 
up. Earlier sign-up is always better, 
as trips can fill up quickly. A leader’s 
preferred method of contact is listed 
first. Also, please be considerate of 
these dedicated birders and don’t 
call later than 9 p.m. Thanks and 
happy birding!

A note about scheduling field trips: 
The information about trips is accu-
rate at the time of publication of this 
newsletter. However, it is strongly 
suggested that you check online 
(Onondaga Audubon website, Face-
book page, Twitter, or email) for any 
changes. Sometimes trips have to 
be changed or canceled last minute, 
and the best way to communicate 
these changes is through these 
online methods. Also, additional trips 
may be added throughout the sea-
son, so check online for these, too.

Green Lakes State Park 
Saturday, September 7 
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

This hike will take from three to five 
hours (perhaps more) depending on 
trail length and weather conditions. 
It is highly recommended that 
participants bring their own water 
and insect repellent. Please contact 
Paul for details and for specific time 
and meeting place.

Montezuma National 
Wildlife Refuge 
Sunday, September 15 
Scott Peterson 315-430-4404

Join us on this trip to Montezuma to 
look for ducks, geese, swans, marsh 
birds, and migrating shorebirds. 
The refuge biologists are managing 
the habitat a bit differently this 
season and restricting the water 
entering the main pool. If water 
levels stay low, Wildlife Drive will be 
a hot-bed for shorebirds, and ducks 
will probably be found at Tschache 
Pool. Northern Montezuma could 
also be an option, depending on the 
habitats. Contact Scott for more 
details. 
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P.O. Box 620  
Syracuse, NY 13201

declining species is fairly good for this 
century. This species’ decline within 
the northeastern part of the conti-
nent is well-documented from many 
sources. As noted earlier, Derby Hill 
is a poor place to count falcons for 
many reasons. Our data does sup-
port data from many other sources 
that indicate this colorful little falcon 
is suffering significant population 
declines throughout our region.

In summary, when we compare the 
counts of 1979 and 2019, the upshot 
is, what was once rare is now more 
common, and what was once com-
mon is now less common. Clearly, the 
ongoing hawk count at Derby Hill Bird 
Observatory has achieved the purpose 
for which it was conceived decades 
ago. One can only wonder what these 
data will show four decades hence.
Guest columnist Gerry Smith was a member of the 
visionary team that created Onondaga Audubon’s 
Derby Hill Bird Observatory, one of the premiere 
hawk watches in northeastern U.S. He first visited 
Derby in 1966 and has been on the hill every spring 
migration since, including as the official hawk 
counter from 1979 to 1993.

have declined drastically at Derby in 
recent decades. Counts in the first 
two decades of this century were 
usually much lower than those of the 
last two decades of the 20th century. 
Once again, reasons for this  decline 
are very unclear, with many possibili-
ties. More sedentary behavior due to 
a warming climate is a possibility, but 
I doubt that’s currently the primary 
factor. Red-tailed Hawks are very 
vulnerable to the introduced West 
Nile virus, which probably impacted 
our breeding populations around the 
turn of the century. Moving north 
and west, this pathogen has reached 
the regions from which we draw our 
migrants. This species is likely suffer-
ing real population declines that are 
reflected in Derby Hill counts. Since it 
appears that our breeding birds have 
not yet returned to the population 
levels seen before the mid-1990s, the 
abundance outlook for this species in 
the future is very uncertain.

American Kestrel. 1979 / 548; 2019 
/ 421. This year’s count of this clearly 

staying north, “short-stopping” due to 
climate change and huge populations 
of European Starlings available in de-
veloped areas? While causes remain 
uncertain, it is clear that Cooper’s 
Hawk populations migrating through 
our region bear continued scrutiny.

Red-shouldered Hawk. 1979 / 951; 
1980 / 1,208; 2019 / 427. Most of 
the comments under Cooper’s Hawk 
apply to this lovely buteo. Although 
Red-shouldered Hawks are reported 
to be doing well in the core of their 
range to our south, numbers being 
counted at Derby Hill have declined 
noticeably since the 1980s. This spe-
cies is unlikely to winter to our north 
in numbers large enough to materi-
ally impact Derby Hill counts. When 
one compares today’s data with 
data from the early years of Derby 
Hill counts, there is clearly cause for 
concern regarding northern nesting 
Red-shoulders.

Red-tailed Hawk. 1979 / 7,525; 
2019 / 2,759. This is another once 
very common hawk whose numbers 

Hawk-Count Trends Continued from page 5


