
SPRING PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
throughout human-dominated land-
scapes? Come to this program with 
Daniel Baldassarre, assistant profes-
sor at SUNY-Oswego, to find out! 

How a Single Gene  
Could Save the  
American Chestnut 
Wednesday, April 10, 6:30 p.m.
Manlius Library 
1 Arkie Albanese Ave., Manlius, N.Y.

At the beginning of the 20th century, 
American chestnut populations were 
devastated by blight. Hoping to re-
store this species to Eastern forests, 
William A. Powell, professor and 
director of SUNY-ESF’s Council on 
Biotechnology in Forestry, has been 
researching methods to develop a 
blight-resistant American chestnut. 
Come learn about the American 
chestnut’s hopeful future.

Birds of Prey of 
Montezuma National 
Wildlife Refuge 
Wednesday, May 8, 6:30 p.m.
Marcellus Free Library 
32 Maple St., Marcellus, N.Y. 

Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge, 
one of our favorite birding hotspots, 
offers visitors numerous birds of  

Canada Geese: Too Much  
of a Good Thing? 
Wednesday, February 13, 6:30 p.m.
Marcellus Free Library 
32 Maple St., Marcellus, N.Y.

It’s hard to believe that in the 1970s, 
Canada Goose populations were dan-
gerously low. Now, thanks to captive 
breeding programs, their populations 
are extremely high, and these birds 
have become a nuisance in many 
urban areas across the U.S. A wildlife 
specialist in the Cornell University 
Department of Natural Resources, 
Paul D. Curtis will talk about his work 
managing urban goose populations 
and mitigating human-wildlife con-
flicts.  

Linking Behavior and 
Biodiversity in Birds
Wednesday, March 13, 6:30 p.m.
Robert P. Kinchen Central Library 
447 S. Salina St., Syracuse, N.Y.

Bird behaviors are incredibly complex. 
How does the promiscuous sexual 
behavior of closely-related subspe-
cies of the Australian Red-backed 
Fairy-wren affect whether or not they 
will interbreed? Does the Galápa-
gos Vampire Finch’s bizarre habit of 
drinking blood mean it’s on the way 
to becoming a new species? What 
unique behaviors do Northern Cardi-
nals exhibit that allow them to spread 
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prey. Since 2009, refuge staff and-
volunteers have been conducting a 
comprehensive survey of these fasci-
nating birds. Linda Ziemba, a wildlife 
biologist for U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the primary biologist at 
the Montezuma refuge, will describe 
the results of this survey and current 
refuge programs to sustain healthy 
raptor populations.

Discover Derby Hill  
Bird Observatory
Saturday, May 11,  8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
36 Grand View Ave., Mexico, N.Y.

Celebrate spring migration at one of 
the Northeast’s best birding loca-
tions during a day of field walks that 
celebrate bird migration. Explore the 
trails and habitats of this premier 
birding location with experienced 
leaders. Explore Derby Hill’s trails and 
habitats with experienced leaders; 
bird walks start every hour, on the 
hour. Enjoy the spectacle of migrating 
birds from the lake watch, on trails 
through the fields and forest, and at 
the north lookout. 

Hog Island  
Educator’s Camp: 
Bringing Nature into  
the Classroom
Wednesday, June 12, 6:30 p.m.
Robert P. Kinchen Central Library 
447 S. Salina St., Syracuse, N.Y.  

Each year, Onondaga Audubon sends 
one or two educators to Hog Island, 
Maine, to attend Audubon’s summer 
seminar, “Sharing Nature: An Educa-
tor’s Week.” At this program, our 2018 
scholarship winners, Anton Ninno 
and Christopher Paoli, will share their 
Hog Island experiences and what they 
learned about engaging both children 
and adults with nature. 
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Join 
To become a member of Onondaga Audubon 
Society, please send your name, address, 
and a check for $15 payable to Onondaga 
Audubon Society to the address below. 
Chapter-only members receive The Kestrel 
newsletter. For information on National 
Audubon Society membership, please visit 
audubon.org. Joint members with National 
Audubon receive The Kestrel plus Audubon 
magazine.  

Volunteer  
If you would like to talk to a committee chair 
about how you might help, contact  
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com, and a 
representative will contact you.

 
Donate 
If you would like to help us achieve our 
mission, you can do so by mailing a check to: 
 
Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 620 
Syracuse, NY 13201 
 
Stay in touch 
Letters to the editor may be sent to 
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com or to the 
address above.

Visit our website: OnondagaAudubon.org

If you would like to receive The Kestrel by 
email only, please send your request to  
OAS.Membership@gmail.com.

If you would like to receive email  
reminders about public programs and field 
trips, send an email to  
OAS.Programs@gmail.com with the word 
Subscribe in the subject line.

Problems with subscriptions should be 
referred to the membership chair at  
OAS.Membership@gmail.com.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Alison Kocek 
President

Of Swifts, Plovers, 
Eagles, and More

As we step into deep winter, it warms 
me to reflect upon the work Onondaga 
Audubon accomplished in 2018.

Using funds from National Audu-
bon Society, we built and installed a 
Chimney Swift tower at SUNY-ESF. 
While many swifts use a cavity for 
roosting during migration, only one 
pair will nest within a cavity each 
year. Since these birds can’t create 
their own cavities, naturally occurring 
nest sites are limited. Hence, we were 
very excited to have the opportunity 
to create one. We plan to recruit ESF 
undergraduates to monitor the tower 
for both nesting and roosting activity 
beginning this spring. 

Piping Plovers once again nested on 
the eastern shore of Lake Ontario this 
past summer, and we spent our third 
year working with our many partners 
to help these birds rear their young. 
Only one pair nested this year, but 
they were able to successfully raise 
and fledge all four of their chicks. 
Each of these chicks was banded 
to help us gain better information 
on their survival and return rates. 
(One of the fledglings was already 
observed in New Jersey last fall as 
it journeyed south for the winter!) 
Meanwhile, we are crossing our 
fingers, hoping to see these plovers 
back in New York this spring. We also 
hope that readers will consider help-
ing us monitor the plovers next sum-
mer, thus raising public awareness 
about the need to share the shore 
with beach-nesting birds.

We completed our second successful 
Monitoring Avian Survivorship and 
Productivity bird-banding field sea-
son at Baltimore Woods. This season 
we expanded our banding area to 
include more varied habitat, resulting 
in the capture of new bird species, 
including Field Sparrow, American 
Robin, Wood Thrush, Yellow-breasted 
Chat, Yellow Warbler, House Wren, 
and Red-eyed Vireo. We invite you to 

stop by our banding station this sum-
mer to find out more about the band-
ing process and why it is so integral 
to the study of birds.

With the assistance of longtime On-
ondaga Audubon member, biologist 
Gerry Smith, and graphic designer 
Julie Covey, the chapter’s board of 
directors has applied for a Land Trust 
Alliance grant to fund the develop-
ment of a long-term management 
plan for the Derby Hill and Noyes 
sanctuaries. If the application is 
successful, we will be soliciting input 
from members and stakeholders 
as to the future use and direction of 
our properties.  We hope a long-term 
management plan will make our 
sanctuaries even more suitable for 
the birds and wildlife that depend 
upon them and for the public to enjoy.

Once again I’m asking for your help in 
protecting the Bald Eagles on Ononda-
ga Lake. County legislators have gone 
back on their promise to keep a trail on 
Murphy’s Island away from the eagle 
roost; they now plan to place it directly 
beneath the birds. You can learn more 
details about the struggle to protect 
these majestic birds by turning to the 
conservation column on page 4 and 
by writing OAS.programs@gmail.com 
to sign up for Bald Eagle and other 
conservation action-alerts.

We are currently accepting applicants 
for our Ruth Engelbrecht Scholarship, 
which each year sends an educator 
to Maine for a week-long summer 
workshop on Audubon’s Hog Island. 
Immersed in the natural world, par-
ticipants learn how to bring nature 
and the outdoors into the classroom. 
Educators can visit our website to ap-
ply for this exciting opportunity. 

As a non-profit organization without 
paid staff, Onondaga Audubon relies 
on its board of directors to take on the 
major responsibilities for the work the 
chapter is able to do. Currently, the 
board seeking a new treasurer and an 
education chair. If you would like to 
join the board in speaking out for the 
birds of central and northern New York, 
please email me at OAS.programs@
gmail.com.  

I look forward to seeing you at our 
upcoming programs and events.
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SANCTUARIES

2018 Fall Report
By David Fitch 
Sanctuary Chair

Since the end of the official spring 
migration season, we’ve completed a 
number of sanctuary projects.

The roof on the Sage Creek blind was 
replaced by a local contractor under 
Ken Hodgson’s supervision. Repairs 
were also made to the roof of the 
kiosk near the south lookout.

In an effort to stabilize the entrance 
to the north lookout parking area 
during snowmelt, a 24-ton load 
of stone was spread there in early 
October. Some of the stone was 
also used to fill several potholes in 
Grandview Avenue. While this should 
improve spring conditions, birders 
are reminded that we’ve been asked 
not to drive their vehicles on Grand-
view Avenue beyond the sanctuary 
entrance and counter’s residence.

In keeping with our three-year 
schedule, Ken Hodgson mowed the 
Derby Hill Bird Observatory fields in 
October using brush-cutting equip-
ment loaned to us by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. Ken’s familiarity 
with both the mower and our prop-
erty proved invaluable in this regard.

It is with mixed emotions that I 
report that Anna Stunkel will not 
be returning as our Derby Hill hawk 
counter for the 2019 season. While 
we are sad to lose her, I am sure 
many of you will be as happy as I 
was to learn that she has found a 
new, challenging, and more finan-
cially secure opportunity in Georgia. 
Meanwhile, we have now begun the 
process of recruiting a new counter 
for the coming season. I suspect 
that by the time you read this report, 
a suitable selection will have been 
made.

I look forward to seeing you when 
south winds bring this year’s first 
spring migrants to Derby Hill.

ginia creeper), caterpillar production 
(pussy willow), or nesting sites (east-
ern red cedar). Most of these plants 
provide multiple functions.

These 12 plants, plus the Birdy 
Dozens from 2017 and 2018, will be 
available at our third annual spring 
plant sale. Our prior two spring plant 
sales sold over 1,000 bird-friendly 
plants! Plants must be pre-ordered, 
then picked up in Westvale on May 
18. (Other pick-up times can be 
arranged.) Check Onondaga Audu-
bon and HGCNY websites for more 
information.

“Because food for all animals starts 
with the energy harnessed by plants, 
the plants we grow in our gardens 
have the critical role of sustaining, 
directly or indirectly, all of the ani-
mals with which we share our living 
spaces.”(Douglas Tallamy, Bringing 
Nature Home)

Native Plants for Birds, the collab-
orative project between Onondaga 
Audubon and Habitat Gardening in 
Central NY (HGCNY.org), has se-
lected its Birdy Dozen for 2019, the 
12 bird-friendly plants that we will 
promote this year. 

What are the criteria for selecting 
these plants? First, they must be 
available from local growers as the 
true species, not as cultivars. We 
try to select a variety of plant types, 
planting conditions, and bloom 
times because a good garden should 
provide for birds all year round. Sec-
ond, the plants must provide one or 
more ecological functions for birds, 
such as cover (switchgrass), nectar 
(columbine), spring migrant food 
(downy serviceberry), fall migrant 
food (spicebush), winter food (Vir-

2019 Birdy Dozen
By Diane Emord

NATIVE PLANTS FOR BIRDS

Grass

Panicum virgatum switchgrass

Sporobolus heterolepsis prairie dropseed

Herbaceous

Aquilegia canadensis wild columbine, red columbine

Helianthus divaricatus woodland sunflower

Solidago rugosa rough goldenrod, rough-stemmed goldenrod

Vernonia noveboracensis New York ironweed

Vine

Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia creeper, woodbine

Shrubs

Prunus virginiana American chokecherry, chokecherry

Salix discolor pussy willow

Dioecious Shrub

Lindera benzoin spicebush, northern spicebush

Evergreen

Juniperus virginiana eastern red cedar

Deciduous Tree

Amelanchier arborea downy serviceberry, common shadbush
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Woodland sunflower, Helianthus divaricatus
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Since the plan for the Loop the Lake 
Trail was formulated by Onondaga 
County several years ago, there 
has been a new development on 
the shoreline of Onondaga Lake. A 
significant number of Bald Eagles 
have begun roosting in mature trees 
on Murphy’s Island, a 36-acre parcel 
adjacent to the Destiny USA mall 
and the warm-water discharge area 
below Syracuse’s lakeside sewage 
treatment plant. As many as 39 
Bald Eagles have been observed on 
the island at one time during win-
ter months, and several individual 
eagles have been found to now use 
the area year round. 

Unfortunately, the presence of Bald 
Eagles has not been embraced by 
the county. Instead, the tone, if not 
the direct remarks of those in charge 
of implementing the trail, indicate 
annoyance that eagles are in the 
area and merely pay lip service to the 
bare minimum of eagle protections 
spelled out by federal law. The latest 
plan from Travis Glazier, director of 
the county office of environment, is 
to extend the trail directly beneath 
the trees used by roosting eagles. 
Furthermore, the plan offers to close 
the Murphy’s Island extension trail 

December 15 to March 15, the small-
est concession possible, ignoring 
any negative impacts to birds using 
the area the rest of the year.

Ever since trail options onto Mur-
phy’s Island were presented to the 
public, Onondaga Audubon has been 
working with Onondaga County to 
educate legislators about the impor-
tance of preserving the eagle roost. 
Glazier even attended one of our 
board meetings in 2016, where we 
talked to him about the eagles. There 
were subsequent private meetings 
between county representatives and 
our chapter president. In December 
2017, the county approved funding 
for the trail and passed a resolu-
tion stating that the trail would not 
disturb the Murphy’s Island eagle 
roost. Instead, the trail would skirt 
this important habitat and run near 
the railroad tracks instead.

In October 2018, despite the resolu-
tion the county had passed, Glazier 
announced that a trail near the CSX 
railroad line was unsafe. The trail 
would now be constructed closer to 
the lake –directly beneath the eagle 
roost. The railroad tracks were there 
in 2017, when the county passed a 
resolution that the trail would run 
next to them. How did those tracks 
suddenly present a danger?

This notice caused quite a stir 
among eagle proponents. We had 
been working with the county in 
good faith and had been prepared 
to accept the construction of a trail 
near the railroad line. However, after 
that location was replaced with one 
beneath the roosting area, it became 

clear that public action was needed. 
Onondaga Audubon asked the public 
to voice its concerns to county leg-
islators. We elicited Greg Craybas, a 
local dentist and avid wildlife photog-
rapher, to help us by publicly present-
ing his program showcasing the Bald 
Eagles of Onondaga Lake and dis-
cussing how the new trail route could 
affect them. At that presentation, a 
grassroots group was created. Called 
Friends of the Onondaga Lake Bald 
Eagles, the group took as its mission 
the prevention of any undue distur-
bance to eagles on Murphy’s Island. 

Although Onondaga Lake is cleaner 
now, the amount of undisturbed land 
around it has severely decreased. 
Seventy acres of land was claimed for 
development of the Lakeview Amphi-
theater, and there are plans for more 
boat docks and fishing access along 
the southern shore. Miles of lake-
shore are already available for human 
recreation and bike/hiking trails, so 
why create a trail through the last bit 
of undisturbed lakeshore habitat? Is 
it only to fulfill the primal directive of 
human access to everything?

Because Murphy’s Island has not 
been developed like most of Onon-
daga Lake’s shoreline, it continues to 
be a place where eagles can reside 
relatively undisturbed. The fenced-
off rail corridor protects it from the 
bustle of the Destiny USA shopping 
mall, while the remainder of the 
island faces the lake. Eagle sightings 
are now happening throughout the 
year, and there is potential that a pair 
could nest on the island in the near 
future. Why not capitalize on this 
unique situation? 

CONSERVATION

By Maryanne Adams  
Conservation Chair

Wasting a Precious 
Resource: The 
Politics Behind 
Environmental Policy  

Onondaga County map of proposed 
trail  on Murphy’s Island. The 
map’s broadly curving lower line 
represents the trail location approved 
by the county in December 2017 and 
supported by Onondaga Audubon as 
being as far away from the eagles as 
possible. The upper line represents the 
most recent trail location the county 
plans to pursue. Onondaga Audubon 
does not support a trail placed directly 
beneath the trees Bald Eagles use for 
roosting, and we are now calling for 
leaving Murphy’s Island an eagle 
sanctuary and using an alternate 
location for human recreation.
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Onondaga Audubon board member 
Diane Emord describes her vision 
in this opinion piece published by 
Syracuse.com:

I wish to offer a different perspective 
in response to recent letters on Bald 
Eagles at Onondaga Lake. The lake 
trail may not affect the statewide 
population of eagles; our eagles may 
relocate elsewhere. But is this what 
we want as a community? We have, 
on Murphy’s Island, the only urban 
eagle roost in New York State. Let’s 
not waste time and energy pitting 
eagle expert against eagle expert. 
Let’s promote and enhance our 
unique situation. The lake is getting 
cleaner, the eagles are moving in, 
what an opportunity!

Murphy’s Island is not an island; it 
is a former industrial dump site that 
remains highly contaminated. This 
controversial trail segment is not 
part of the continuous Loop the Lake 
Trail; it is a short, dead-end spur. 
Forget this trail. We will have enough 
lakeshore trail when Loop the Lake is 
completed. We do not need to disturb 
critical habitat in order to add a tiny 
bit more of the same. Create an eagle 
sanctuary on Murphy’s Island. That 
will be an attraction found nowhere 
else in New York.

The Creekwalk terminus provides 
excellent viewing of these eagles: far 
enough away to avoid disturbance, 
yet close enough to provide unsur-
passed views. The city is construct-
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ing a “Lake Lounge” at this location. 
Stop the trail here; enhance the Lake 
Lounge into an Eagle Sanctuary 
Viewing Area with telescopes and 
educational panels. This will be the 
economic boon. It will draw in many 
more people than an additional half-
mile of trail across highly contami-
nated land ever could.

More opinion letters and the inevita-
ble comments posted on Syracuse.
com reflect opposing viewpoints. 
Some people share Onondaga Audu-
bon’s opinion that Murphy’s Island 
would be the perfect place for a Bald 
Eagle sanctuary; others say that 
they believe the eagles would get 
used to the trail, and, if they cannot, 
they should just “go someplace else.” 

People need to realize that Murphy’s 
Island is that “someplace else.” If 
we wish to maintain Bald Eagles on 
Onondaga Lake in great numbers, 
as they’ve recently been observed, 
there are no other options besides 
an undisturbed Murphy’s Island.

To see photographs of the eagle 
roosting area and read more 
comments, please visit Bald 
Eagles of Onondaga Lake’s Face-
book page (www.facebook.com/
groups/161565884618146/). If you 
wish to add your voice in support of 
creating a Bald Eagle sanctuary on 
Murphy’s Island instead of a trail, 
email OAS.programs@gmail.com 
and ask to join our conservation ac-
tion and events listserv.

Wintering Birds: 
Approach With Care
The season has arrived when we 
should give some serious thought to 
our wildlife viewing and photographing 
habits. Cold weather can be especially 
challenging for birds. They run on a 
strict energy budget, balancing calo-
ries in with calories out, instinctively 
adhering to a conservation of energy. 
Every time we flush a winter bird by 
trying to get closer, the calories needed 
for them to move depletes their res-
ervoir. If they are near evening roost 
time, they will need to replenish those 
calories in order to keep their furnaces 
stoked all night. “Getting closer” should 
be much less a function of our legs 
than of our optics. 
By Tom Lake, Estuary Naturalist, NYSDEC

On September 20, 2018, Onondaga 
Audubon lost a pioneering birder 
from Central New York, Marge Rusk. 
Marge joined Onondaga Audubon in 
1953 and was soon leading field trips 
and mentoring junior birders. In 1963, 
she became editor of The Kestrel, a 
position she held for several years. 
She was also the chapter’s longtime 
delegate to meetings of the New York 
State Ornithological Association. 

Marge took part in every possible bird 
survey, including big days, Christ-
mas counts, breeding bird surveys, 
and waterfowl counts. In 2017 she 
received the Kirkland Bird Club’s 
annual Conservation Award, at which 
time she was said to have been bird-
ing for about 85 years.

Marge served as Region 5 Kingbird 
editor for decades and was known for 
her record keeping. Matt Perry, current 
Region 5 co-editor, posted an elegant 
tribute to Marge on the OneidaBirds 
listserv at the time of her death. 

“She was an extraordinary birder con-
servationist, archivist, and activist,” 
Perry wrote. “She contributed to the 
Kingbird for more than 50 years and 
was a great keeper of records. We still 
consult her great box of records on a 
regular basis when writing reports. “

Eleven juvenile and 
adult Bald Eagles 
seen roosting in a 
mature cottonwood  
tree on the shore of 
Onondaga Lake.

Remembering Marge Rusk
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Big Day in May 

Spring migration will be here before 
we know it, along with Onondaga 
Audubon’s annual Birdathon. This 
big-day birding event is set in mid-
May near the peak of spring migra-
tion—a perfect time to go birding with 
friends. 

Both competitive and recreational 
teams are welcome, and fundraising 
is optional but always appreciated. 
So whether you are a competitive, ca-
sual, or backyard birder, please join in 
and don’t let migration pass you by! 

This year’s event will be on Saturday, 
May 18, with the compilation picnic 
on Sunday, May 19. For more details 
and updates, check out the Onon-
daga Audubon website. 

The Rules
When: Saturday, May 18, anytime  
between midnight and midnight— 
no rain date!
Where: Jefferson, Lewis, Onondaga, 
Oswego, Madison, Oneida, and Herkimer 
Counties, plus Cayuga County north of  
N.Y. Route 31. 
Teams: Any size (one or more members). 
No splitting up! Team members must 
remain within sight of one another. Thank 
you for registering in advance.  
Count: Carefully identify species by sight 
and/or ear—follow the honor system, 
please.   
Bird List Deadline: 11 a.m. Sunday, May 
19, by email or phone, or in person at the 
compilation picnic at Derby Hill, starting 
at 4 p.m. Sunday. 
Dollars Deadline: Please turn in by  
June 15.

Records to Beat
People: 43 teams, 116 birders (1999)
Total Funds: $7,500 (2001) 
Most Money / Team: $1,471.50  (2017) 
Most Species Combined: 209 (2011) 
Most Species / Team: 158 (2013)

For More Information: 
onondagaaudubon.com/Birdathon-3/

for raising the bar, but this year, it 
was not so much raised as launched 
into orbit, setting a new single-team 
record of $1,850.00. The Blackburni-
ans also did very well at $1006, with 
the Skanderlings’ $850 rounding out 
the top three teams.  

Team Members Raised

All Teams Combined $5,480

The Blackburnians Janet Needham McGraw, Jane Needham 1,006

Bluebirds Pat Burns, John Rogers 65

Hill Hellions Kevin McGann, Anna Stunkel 37

I Wish They Could All 
Be California Gulls

Melissa Kirby, Jonathan Kresge, Tom Meier,  127

Marsh Madness Dave Ryan, Jeanne Ryan, Sarah Stuart 1,850

Old-gray Gnatcatcher Paul Richardson 200

Osprey Can You See Dave Nash 240

Photon Hawk Taj Sar 32

Raven Loonatics Nancy Bridges 140

The Seven-hour Birder Bill Purcell 25

Skanderlings Ken Burdick, Rose Burdick, Dave Graham 850

Team Baker Peggy Baker, Phil Baker, Stephen Baker 193

The Uncommon Mergs Dennis Anderson, Matt Voelker 290

What the Hawk? Carla Bregman, Jane Fagerland 425

BIRDATHON

We had another good fundrais-
ing event, with total donations 
of $5,480.25 raised by 14 teams.  
Somewhat below recent years, this 
might be considered a lackluster re-
sult, but Marsh Madness again came 
through with an upside surprise. In 
the past, they have been notable 

2018 Birdathon Fundraising

Through the generous funding of the Ruth Engelbrecht Memorial Scholarship,  
Onondaga Audubon is once again able to sponsor an educator to attend  
“Sharing Nature: An Educator’s Week” on  Hog Island, Maine.

This year’s workshop takes place July 14-19. Application forms are on the  
Onondaga Audubon website at http://onondagaaudubon.com/education/

Applications are due March 1.

EDUCATOR SCHOLARSHIP

The Birdathon is a decades-long tradition of Onondaga Audubon. In addition 
to being a fun big-day competition, it has been a major financial contributor to 
the chapter. If you love birding and enjoy the rush of birding competition, please 
consider coordinating this event. 

Please contact Alison Kocek at OnAudubonCom@gmail.com to learn more.

With your help, this year’s Birdathon will be held Saturday, May 18.

BIRDATHON COORDINATOR NEEDED
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particular songs/calls, and to use these 
to help guide you to an ID. The emphasis 
is on developing your auditory skills— 
identification is icing on the cake! Four 
evening classroom sessions will pre- 
sent key birdsongs/calls for analysis and 
identification (lots of repetition!), and 
homework assignments will then expand 
your repertoire by comparing classroom 
knowns with similar-sounding unknowns. 
Following classroom sessions, four field 
trips will allow hands-on practice with 
these new skills.

NOTE: Class size is limited to 10 people, 
novice birdsongers only. Contact Steve 
Kinne (315-882-3684) for more details.  
Classroom dates  
Tuesdays, March 26, April 2, 9, and 16  
6:30-8:30 p.m., Manlius Library
Field outings  
Erie Canal Towpath, Chittenango 
(number attended optional):

Tuesday evening, April 23, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Tuesday evening, April 30, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Sunday morning, May 5, 8:00-10:00 a.m.

Sunday morning, May 19, 8:00-10:00 a.m.

Green Lakes State Park
Saturday, May 4 and June 2, 15, and 22 
Jerry Case 315-687-9599 
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Join Jerry (May 4 and June 2) and Paul 
(June 15 and 22) for our popular field 
trips at Green Lakes State Park. Hike 
with these experienced birders through 
woodland and grassland habitats. Good 
chances for Orchard Oriole, Scarlet Tana-
ger, Eastern Bluebird, and other nesting 
species. Please contact Jerry or Paul for 
more details.  

Annual Wildlife Festival
Saturday, May 4, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Montezuma Audubon Center

Enjoy live animal shows, family entertain-
ment, crafts, artisans, live music, deli-
cious food, games, and much more! 

For more information, call 315-365-3580 
or email Montezuma@audubon.org.

Discover Derby Hill  
Bird Observatory
Saturday, May 11, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

A day of field walks that celebrate bird 
migration. Explore the trails and habitats 
of this premier birding location with ex-
perienced leaders. Walks start on every 
hour.

Montezuma National 
Wildlife Refuge
Sunday, May 12 
Scott Peterson 315-430-4404  
peterssm@lemoyne.edu 

Join Scott Peterson on this trip to Mon-
tezuma to look for ducks, geese, swans, 
and additional marsh birds. We will also 
check out other birding hotspots within 
the Montezuma complex as time per-
mits. Contact Scott for more details.  

Weekday Bird Walks
Thursday, May 23 and 30 
Camillus Erie Canal Park  
Diane Emord 315-492-4258  
demord@twcny.rr.com

Join Diane for morning beginner’s bird 
walks at Camillus Erie Canal Park. Bring 
binoculars. Diane will give instruction on 
how to use binoculars correctly and give 
tips on how to spot and identify woodland 
birds. The trip will take two to three hours 
and be easy walking along the towpath 
and on the nature trail. Please contact 
Diane to sign up.

Whiskey Hollow and Vicinity
Saturday, May 25 
Joe Brin 315-857-4734

Our traditional spring migrants and 
breeding-birds trip to the special gorge 
that is an Important Bird Area and partly 
protected by Central New York Land 
Trust. We’ll look for several vireos; Ceru-
lean, Hooded, and Mourning Warblers; 
Scarlet Tanager; Barred Owl, which nests 
there; and Acadian Flycatcher, found in 
only a few places in Region 5. Moderate 
to difficult terrain due to a few steep, 
muddy trails. Participants will meet Joe 
at 7:30 a.m at the Town of Van Buren 
Transportation Department. Trip usually 
lasts until midafternoon. Please contact 
Joe for additional details.

Great Adirondack  
Birding Celebration
Friday-Sunday, May 31-June 2  
Paul Smiths, New York 
Bernie Carr 315-469-9379

The 16th annual Great Adirondack Birding 
Celebration—the longest-running boreal 
birding festival in the Northeast—will be 
held May 31-June 2 at the Paul Smith’s 
College Visitor Interpretive Center in Paul 
Smiths, New York. The festival will feature 
field trips to boreal-birding hot spots, 
informative lectures, workshops, a raffle, 
social hours, and more. Please contact 
Bernie Carr for more details on this event.

Please contact the trip leader at least 
two days before the trip to sign up. If you 
find out later you can’t attend, call as 
soon as possible to let the leader know.

For all field trips, check the weather fore-
cast and dress for conditions. Suggested 
items to bring: binoculars, water, snack, 
hat, insect repellent, sunscreen. 

Trip leaders may postpone or cancel 
trips at their discretion, usually due to 
bad weather. Please check Facebook and 
Twitter the evening before and morning 
of the trip for possible trip changes.

Watch your email and social media for 
news of additional events and field trips 
that may be added during the season.  

Long Branch Park
Saturday, March 23 
Jason Luscier 479-871-9199   
lusciejd@lemoyne.edu

Join Jason Luscier on the north end of 
Onondaga Lake to look for waterfowl, 
gulls, and other late-winter birds. Please 
contact Jason for more details.

Derby Hill Bird Observatory
Saturday, March 30 and April 20 
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871

Join Bill Purcell for a day at Derby Hill, 
one of North America’s best spring 
hawk-migration sites. Dress very warmly; 
bring binoculars. Please contact Bill to 
sign up.  
Saturday, March 30 
This is the peak time for many adult rap-
tors. Besides the usual Turkey Vultures 
and Red-tailed Hawks, we would expect 
to see Red-shouldered and Rough-
legged Hawks, Northern Harrier, and 
both Bald and Golden Eagles. 
Saturday, April 20 
This second field trip to Derby Hill falls in 
the peak time for Broad-winged Hawks, 
and all of the 15 regularly occurring rap-
tor species are possible at this date. 

Birding by Ear: A Beginner’s  
Guide to Developing  
Listening Skills
March 26 to May 19 
Steve Kinne 315-882-3684

For a second year, Steve will share his 
skills for listening to, and describing, 
woodland birdsongs.  

If you’re a novice in identifying birdsongs 
and would like to better develop this skill, 
join Steve in this concentrated course. 
He will share with you ways to both 
“hear” and “listen to” woodland bird-
songs, to describe characteristics of
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Three Rivers Wildlife 
Management Area
Saturday, June 1 
Joe Brin 315-857-4734

A level hike that passes through woods 
and brushy fields. Good for many 
warblers and sparrows. There may be 
both Bald Eagle and Osprey nests. Easy 
terrain. Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the east 
end of Kellogg Road, where it dead-ends 
into Sixty Road. Please contact Joe for 
details.

Green Lakes State Park
Sunday, June 2  
Jerry Case 315-687-9599

Join Jerry for another visit to the wood-
land and grassland habitats of this state 
park. Late migrants and local nesting 
species are expected. Please contact 
Jerry for more details.  

Weekday Bird Walks
Thursday, June 6 and 13 
Erie Canal Towpath, Chittenango 
Steve Kinne 315-882-3684

Steve will lead morning walks along the 
canal towpath (wide, level terrain) look-
ing and listening for warblers, flycatch-

continued from page 7

ers, sparrows, and more. Herons, sand-
pipers, and swallows are also possible 
along the waterway during this two- to 
three-hour trip. Bring binoculars. Please 
contact Steve to sign up.

South Meadows Nature Area 
and Labrador Pond
Saturday, June 8 
Gene Huggins 315-696-8065 

Explore the varied bird life found in two 
protected areas of Onondaga County’s 
southern highlands. Seventy-four spe-
cies of birds have been recorded in the 
South Meadows during the summer. 
Black-billed Cuckoo, Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird, Pileated Woodpecker, 
Willow Flycatcher, Field Sparrow, Blue-
winged Warbler, and Indigo Bunting are 
just some of the birds that we may en-
counter. At Labrador Pond, 157 species 
have been recorded. Contact Gene for 
meeting time and place.

Camillus Forest Unique Area 
Sunday, June 9 
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

This forest contains some of the tallest 
and oldest trees in Onondaga County. 

Although much of the hike will be in 
woodlands, some parts will be through 
meadows and along open fields. Loca-
tion is good for Baltimore Oriole, Scarlet 
Tanager, Indigo Bunting, and Hooded, 
Blue-winged, and Mourning Warblers. 
Trip should be three to four hours, pos-
sibly longer depending on what trails we 
take. Moderate to difficult due to some 
steep trails. Please contact Paul for more 
details.

Green Lakes State Park
Saturday, June 15 and 22  
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Join Paul for opportunities to see and 
hear local nesting species. Please con-
tact Paul for more details. 

Sterling Nature Center
Sunday, June 16 
Maryanne Adams 315-626-6368  
goldtailedhermit@aol.com

Maryanne will lead a beginner’s bird walk 
at Sterling Nature Center. Bring binocu-
lars. Great Blue Herons are possible at 
the heronry, as are many other nesting 
species. Contact Maryanne to sign up.


