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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS

SUSAN PARKS

Clinton

Saturday, December 15, 2018
Matt Perry 315-796-2233

Cortland

Saturday, December 15, 2018
Matt Young may6@cornell.edu

Montezuma

Monday, December 17, 2018
Chris Lajewski 315-365-3580, x200

Growing On Ice:
Climate Change, Women,
and Antarctica

Can You Hear Me?
Impacts of Noise on
Whale Communication

Onondaga County Public Library
447 S. Salina St., Syracuse, N.Y.
(Please note earlier starting time)

Marcellus Free Library
32 Maple Street, Marcellus, N.Y.

Wed., September 12, 6:00 p.m.

HILARY McMANUS

Hilary McManus, Ph.D., an associate professor at Le Moyne College,
joined more than 80 other women
scientists from around the globe for
a month-long leadership development program in Antarctica. Called
Homeward Bound, the program is
aimed at empowering women leaders
in decision making for the future of
our planet. Come hear about their adventures and see incredible photos of
vanishing icebergs, dynamic wildlife,
and women leaders in action.

Wed., October 10, 6:30 p.m.

This increasingly urbanized world
is quite noisy! Noise pollution can
interfere with the ability for wildlife
to communicate. Some wildlife are
adjusting their communication patterns by being louder or changing
their pitch. Other wildlife may not be
able to adapt. Susan Parks, Ph.D.,
an associate professor at Syracuse
University, will talk about her longrunning research regarding responses of whale communication to noise
pollution.

Rehabilitation Wildlife
in Central New York:
From Capture to Release
Wed., November 14, 6:30 p.m.
Manlius Library
1 Arkie Albanese Ave, Manlius, N.Y.

Kindred Kingdoms Wildlife Rehabilitation Center co-founder Jean Soprano
will have live birds on display at this
program. She will discuss the importance of these birds to our local ecosystem and Kindred Kingdom’s role in
helping reduce the human impact on
our avian populations.

New Woodstock

Friday, December 28, 2018
Matt Young may6@cornell.edu

Oneida

Tuesday, January 1, 2019
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871

Oswego

Sunday, December 16, 2018
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871

Rome

Sunday, December 16, 2018
Bruce Carpenter 315-271-9073

Skaneateles

Sunday, December 30, 2018
John Cashier 315-469-3314

Syracuse

Saturday, December 15, 2018
Kevin McGann 315-635-7013

Thousand Islands

Thursday, December 20, 2018
Josh Van Wieren 613 923-5261 x113
josh.vanwieren@pc.gc.ca

Watertown

Saturday, December 15, 2018
Bill Haller 315-639-6848
haldex@twcny.rr.com
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To become a member of Onondaga Audubon
Society, please send your name, address,
and a check for $15 payable to Onondaga
Audubon Society to the address below.
Chapter-only members receive The Kestrel
newsletter. For information on National
Audubon Society membership, please visit
audubon.org. Joint members with National
Audubon receive The Kestrel plus Audubon
magazine.
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If you would like to talk to a committee chair
about how you might help, contact
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com, and a
representative will contact you.
Donate
If you would like to help us achieve our
mission, you can do so by mailing a check to:
Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 620
Syracuse, NY 13201

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Working on Our Mission
By Alison Kocek
President

This summer, Onondaga Audubon
has continued its work toward the
protection of birds and their habitat
in Central and Northern New York
through research, conservation, and
advocacy.
We continue to partner with several
agencies to monitor Piping Plover on
Lake Ontario, and this year our efforts were rewarded with the hatching of four chicks–only the second
brood to hatch on eastern Lake Ontario in over 30 years. We banded the
chicks so that we can look at survival
and return rates of these young birds
to the Lake Ontario region. We also
monitored their habitat use and behaviors so that we can inform future
restoration plans for these birds in
our region.
We began a project to build a Chimney Swift tower at SUNY-ESF, thanks
to the support and expert tool use
of Sam Noldar. This tower can house
hundreds of hungry swifts needing
a place to roost as they prepare for
their long migration southward this

winter. It may also serve as a nesting location for a pair of swifts next
spring. Loss of natural tree cavities
and old chimneys due to development has imperiled this species, and
we hope that providing them with
a safe place to nest and roost will
boost their population in the Syracuse area.
We also purchased a new and easyto-clean Purple Martin house for our
Derby Hill Bird Observatory. Parasite
control is critical to the protection
of this species. This tower will help
ensure that we keep deadly parasites
from harming our martin population
at Derby Hill.
We continue to band birds at Baltimore Woods as part of our longterm M.A.P.S. (Monitoring Avian
Productivity and Survivorship) effort.
We have seen a number of returning individuals from last year, which
is great news for the survivorship of
birds at Baltimore Woods. We also
captured a very rare species for the
area, a Yellow-breasted Chat!

Yellow-breasted Chat
ALISON KOCEK

The Kestrel
Editors

Stay in touch
Letters to the editor may be sent to
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com or to the
address above.
Visit our website: OnondagaAudubon.org

If you would like to receive The Kestrel by
email only, please send your request to
OAS.Membership@gmail.com.
If you would like to receive email
reminders about public programs and field
trips, send an email to
OAS.Programs@gmail.com
with the word Subscribe in the subject line.
Problems with subscriptions should be
referred to the membership chair at
OAS.Membership@gmail.com.
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DAVID KEITH

Representatives from upstate New York environmental groups and
businesses attended Healing Our Waters Great Lakes Day in Washington,
D.C., to speak out for continued funding of the Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative, which is critical in keeping our Great Lakes healthy for wildlife
and citizens alike. From left to right: Tom Heins of Ecology and Environment
Engineering, Brandy Neveldine of Ducks Unlimited, Alison Kocek of
Onondaga Audubon, Carley Hill of Union Concrete and Construction
Corporation, Brian Smith of Citizens Campaign for the Environment

Our Spring Plant Sale, organized by
Diane Emord and Habitat Gardening of Central New York, was another
great success, with 598 Plants sold.
This number is similar to last year’s,
but we were thrilled to note that
many different individuals purchased
plants this year. This is great news for
the birds of New York, which depend
upon native plants for food, nest material, and roosting habitat.
We are pleased to announce that we
sent two educators, Chris Paoli and
Anton Ninno, to National Audubon’s
Hog Island Educator’s Week this year.
Chris is a living-environment, chemistry, and environmental club adviser
at West Genesee High School; Anton
is a retired tutor from Southside
Academy and organizer of an annual
Celebrate Urban Birds Festival. Both
look forward to using what they’ve
learned to inspire children and teens
to get outside and respect nature.
Onondaga Audubon Society board
members made two trips to Washington, D.C., this year to advocate for
birds and wildlife. I attended a Healing
Our Waters Coalition advocacy day
in March and was able to speak with
the offices of 12 congressmen about
the importance of funding the Great
Lakes Restoration Initiative, which
was slated to lose funding. Our efforts
resulted in full funding of the initiative at $300 million. Conservation
chair Maryanne Adams traveled to
Washington with Defenders of Wildlife
to speak at the only public hearing in
the lower 48 states about oil drilling
in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
We have hopes that this hearing will
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inspire Congress to reverse their
decision to allow drilling in this currently pristine environment, which
provides nesting habitat to so many
species that we enjoy during migration in New York.

of Onondaga Audubon, please reach
out to us. We would also like to thank
Ken and Rose Burdick for their many
years of service to Onondaga Audubon through organizing our annual
Birdathon. They have decided to step
We would like to welcome Dori Joiner down from this position, so please let
us know if you’d be interested in takto the board of directors. She has
ing over this exciting event, starting
organized field trips over the past
next year.
few years and has brought a boom
in trip numbers and variety to the
As autumn approaches, we hope you
society. We are currently in need of
will take advantage of our various
an education chair on our board,
programs and field trips. Meanwhile,
so if you have the time and aspirado let us know how you would like Ontion to reach out to school children
ondaga Audubon to better serve the
about nature and wildlife on behalf
birds and wildlife in your community.

N AT IVE PLAN TS FO R B IRDS

Spring Sale is a Growing Success
By Diane Emord
Secretary

“Studies have shown that even
modest increases in the native plant
cover on suburban properties significantly increases the number and
species of breeding birds.”
—Doug Tallamy
www.bringingnaturehome.net

(Amanda’s Garden in Dansville, Nannyberry Native Plants in Fulton, The
Plantsmen in Groton, and White Oak
Nursery in Geneva) and were available for pick-up in Westvale. Despite
the cold and rainy day, 65 people
picked up a total of 598 plants.

Native Plants for Birds, a cooperative
project between Onondaga Audubon
and Habitat Gardening in Central
New York (hgcny.org), conducted its
second annual spring plant sale on
May 19. The ‘Birdy Dozen’ plants for
2018 and the bird-friendly plants we
featured in 2017 were all offered by
pre-order. The plants came from four
reputable Central New York growers

HGCNY will have a fall native-plant
sale September 8 in Westvale. A variety of plants from these same growers will be available on a first-come,
first-served basis; no pre-order is
necessary. All plants will be the species; there will be no cultivars. Look
for details on this fall sale and on the
2019 ‘Birdy Dozen’ plant list on our
websites.
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CO NS ERVAT I O N

The Migratory Bird
Treaty Act,
Then and Now
By Maryanne Adams
Conservation Chair

Audubon and other partners had
planned for 2018 to be “The Year of
the Bird” in celebration of the 100year anniversary of the signing of the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).
Now, it is more than a celebration;
it is a time to show support for the
law that has been keeping birds safe
from the actions of people for a hundred years. The current administration has revised the interpretation of
situations in which the MBTA may be
applied and has proposed a bill that
would allow industry to kill (“take”)
an unlimited number of birds with no
fear of punishment, as long as they
are not doing it on purpose.
In the 1800s, there were no regulations restricting the actions of market hunters who were killing birds
by the thousands for their lovely
breeding plumage, which was just
the thing to add to the hats of wellto-do women. The French word for
egret is aigrette, and this word aptly
describes the cluster of wispy feathers from an egret or other bird to be
used on a hat or as a hair decoration. Plume hunters in the southern
states shot herons and egrets by the
hundreds as the birds sat on nests in
rookeries. The young were left to die
as the best feathers were torn from
their parents’ bodies. There was no
restriction on this activity at all, and
some species were in danger of being hunted to extinction.
Nothing was sacred. Imagine fanning
yourself with the wing of a Roseate
Spoonbill. Or, maybe wearing dangly
earbobs made from the heads of
Red-legged Honeycreepers. Such
fashionable atrocities were acceptable until conservation-minded
individuals took up the cause and
embarked on a crusade to stop the
cruelty and prevent the extinction
of targeted species like the Snowy
4

Egret. Indeed, the first Audubon
societies were formed as individuals
banded together to stop the slaughter before it was too late.
Although at first the purpose of the
MBTA was to prevent the birds with
the loveliest plumage from being
extirpated and to curb the wanton
exploitation of water fowl and game
birds being sent to market by the
millions, the MBTA has been successful in protecting species that
would be directly harmed from specific practices of industry. Modernday threats include power lines,
communications towers, poorly sited
industrial wind turbines, fracking
waste water pits, tar sand tailings
ponds, gigantic solar arrays, methane flares, and oil pits and spills. If a
company has demonstrated gross
negligence by refusing to minimize
harm by following best management
practices designed to minimize harm
to birds, it may be held accountable.
Although incidental take means the

killing is unintentional, it is also predictable and avoidable. The enforcement of the MBTA can result in a
penalty, and this penalty has been an
incentive for adopting practices that
reduce avian mortality.
In December 2017, the Trump administration reversed decades of
bipartisan agreement regarding the
application of the MBTA by exempting industry from situations where
birds were incidentally killed. Under
this new interpretation, because the
Deep Water Horizon oil spill was not
intentional, BP would not have had
to pay the $100 million in compensation for violating the act and the
money being used for wildlife habitat
restoration in the Gulf would have
had to come from elsewhere. To
make the new MBTA interpretation
official, the House Committee on
Natural Resources has passed H.R.
4239: SECURE American Energy
Act, which is on its way to becoming
law. An amendment in the SECURE

THE WOMAN BEHIND THE GUN/LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Although the ladies most certainly did not set
foot in the swamp, their vanity was responsible
for the decimation of certain bird species,
as were the milliners who profited from hats
decorated with feathers from slaughtered birds.
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act specifically states that industries
are no longer accountable for bird
deaths under the MBTA.
In May 2018, a coalition of national
environmental groups filed a lawsuit,
National Audubon Society v. Department of the Interior, to restore protections for migratory birds. If a suit
like this were to go all the way to the
top, the outcome might not be favorable. By retiring, Supreme Court
Justice Anthony Kennedy opened
the door to his being replaced by an
individual who could favor industry
over conservation in legal decisions.
We just don’t know.
Voters must act now. Representatives and senators need to know that
you support the interpretation of the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act that has
prevented the avoidable and needless deaths of millions of birds for
the past century. H.R. 4239 must
not become law. The ramifications
of a law that removes incidental take
liability are horrible. Protecting birds
would become much more difficult
because industry cooperation would
be purely voluntary and avian mortality would have no consequences.
It is more important now than ever
that anyone who cares about birds,
their habitats, and the conditions
that they need for survival to let their
representatives know how they feel.
The voices of industry lobbyists and
the dollars from wealthy donors are
hard to ignore, but if constituents are
silent, there is no hope.
There is a link for taking action on
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act on Onondaga Audubon’s home page. There
is also contact information for your
representatives and senators. Please
take the time to call their offices and
tell them to vote NO on H.R. 4239. A
single vote can make a difference.
To that end I would like to make our
readers aware of the Countable
website at countable.us. I have found
this website extremely valuable for
tracking the progress of specific legislation and for learning how representatives and senators vote.

T HE K EST R E L | FA LL/ W INTER 2018

SAN CT UARIES

2018 Spring Report
and Future Plans
By David Fitch
Sanctuary Chair

Another successful migration season was completed under the skilled
and watchful eyes of Derby Hill hawk
counter Anna Stunkel. Despite an
extended stretch of dismal weather
conditions during April, Anna provided exemplary coverage along with
daily predictions demonstrating her
experience at Derby Hill. I received
several favorable comments from
visitors who voiced their appreciation. A number of raptor watchers
also took advantage of updated
counting technology introduced by
Bill Purcell. Modeled after systems
used at Cape May, N.J., and Hawk
Mountain, Pa., observations were
posted hourly to a website (Dunkadoo.org), where flight conditions
could be monitored remotely and
data automatically entered into the
Hawkcount database. I want to thank
Bill for sharing this advancement
and for donating a tablet dedicated
to this purpose.

One of the many available Dunkadoo screens.

A few days of spring-like weather
during the last week of February
brought out a few regular hawkwatchers along with a number of
non-birding sightseers at a time
when the north lookout parking
lot was still quite soft. It became
necessary to temporarily block
the lot entrance to prevent further
damage. This created a nuisance
with neighbors as drivers of larger
vehicles sought other locations to
turn around. Plans are underway to
address this prior to next season, but

we ask that birders refrain from driving beyond the counter’s residence
on Grand View Avenue.
The Derby Hill Bird Observatory
fields are due for clearing this fall,
and we will be obtaining the loaned
brush-cutting equipment during
September/October. The slow pace
of cutting proves to be more than
one volunteer should be asked to
perform. This year we are seeking
others with some suitable tractordriving skills to assist us in this
effort. Please contact me through
the Onondaga Audubon website or
by phone at 315-657-2040 if you are
interested in helping.
A contractor has been authorized to
replace the roof on the Sage Creek
blind and to repair the roof on the
south-lookout kiosk. I anticipate the
work to be completed before the
snow flies.
As of this report, I am awaiting the
delivery of a new Purple Martin
house for the north lookout. With a
little help I expect to have it in place
by the 2019 season.
I wish to thank all who have contributed to our sanctuary, especially
those that helped our counter locate
and identify passing raptors. At
times, it can be an overwhelming
task and difficult to avoid missing
birds. I especially appreciate Bill
Purcell’s willingness to substitute for
Anna when she took an occasional
well-deserved break. I also want to
recognize Don Metzger for his assistance in property maintenance. His
efforts saved me a few trips.
We also wish to acknowledge and
thank Mark and Mary Lichtenstein
for providing snow-plowing service
to the north-lookout parking lot and
for their annual maintenance of
Grand View Avenue. It has been comforting to know that our counter had
welcoming and supportive neighbors
to turn to in times of need.
A day of trail clearing was performed
at Noyes Sanctuary this spring. Dave
Babb assisted me and provided his
chain saw for the larger obstructions.
I am grateful for those who have
stepped up to help make our sanctuaries safe and enjoyable places to visit.
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BIRDATHON

Difficult Weather
Forty-four people on 21 teams took
part this May in the 60th annual Onondaga Audubon Birdathon, well below the normal turnout. The weather
was windy and rainy most of the
day, with returning teams reporting
about 10 to 20 species fewer than
usual. Nineteen species appeared in
the singles category, and 15 species
were seen only twice. Within the traditional Region 5 area, those figures
read 18 and 10, respectively. As a
whole, the event netted 176 species.
The Uncommon Mergs (Matt Voelker
and Dennis Anderson) had the best
results for the day, with 128 birds.
Mickey Scilingo’s Archaeopteryx
took second place with 119, while the
group from Baltimore Woods,
I Wish They All Could Be California
Gulls, rounded out the winners’
circle with 113. Also showing were
Lookin’4Hooters at 108 and Hill Hellions at 106.
Custody of the Clarke’s Nutcracker
award for best bird was claimed by
Bill Purcell for his Lesser Scaup. For
low-carbon lists, Dave Nash continued to dominate most birds/least
miles with 89 birds, while Daniel
Leete won best yard list with 63 spe-

cies on his property. This new category is for birders who restrict their
list to private property of up to 160
acres that includes their residence.

Finally, the Baltimore Woods group
took the ignoble award for best team
name, I Wish They All Could Be California Gulls.
Species

Singles

A Burdensome Hand (Daniel Leete) yard

Team, Members, Territory*

63

2

Archaeopteryx (Mickey Scilingo, Chris Spagnoli)

119

BirdBrains (Al Bremmer, Kate Timm) Sterling

77

The Blackburnians (Janet Needham McGraw, Jane Needham)

61

Bluebirds (Pat Burns, John Rogers)

102

Gray-crested Flakcatchers (Sue Boettger, Bill Gruenbaum) Manlius,
Sullivan, Fabius, Pompey

59

1
1

Hawkward & Heisenbird (Dan Wood, Tammy Wood)

90

Hill Hellions (Kevin McGann, Anna Stunkel) Oswego County

106

4

I Wish They All Could Be California Gulls (Melissa Kirby, Jonathan
Kresge, Tom Meier) Baltimore Woods

113

3

Lookin’4 Hooters (Frank Brosch, Stephen Schwab, Chris Stanger)

108

1

Marsh Madness (David Ryan, Jeanne Ryan, Sarah Stuart)

95

Old-gray Gnatcatcher (Paul Richardson)

99

Osprey Can You See (Dave Nash) Clay marsh, Cicero Swamp

89

OT Weaverbirds (Mike Gomborone, Barb Reuter)

68

Photon Hawk (Taj Sar)

102

The Seven-hour Birder (Bill Purcell) local town

97

2

Skanderlings (Ken Burdick, Rose Burdick) backyard

16

Team Baker (Peggy Baker, Phil Baker, Steve Baker)

93

1

The Uncommon Mergs (Dennis Anderson, Matt Voelker)

128

3

What the Hawk? (Carla Bregman, Jane Fagerland)

80

Wrenegades (Charlie Baker, Faith Baker, Jim Baker, Joel Baker, Kharisma
Baker, Ted Baker) Oswego and Jefferson Counties

86

1

* Territories are multi-county in NYSOA Region 5 except as noted.
Submitted by Ken and Rose Burdick, Birdathon coordinators.

Millions of birds are killed each day in
this country by free-roaming house
cats. Populations of mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and other wildlife
are also greatly affected. Sadly, most
animal shelters are at (or above) capacity for house cats. Consequently,
many house cats have become feral
(i.e., wild-like and capable of living
without human intervention). These
feral cats and free-roaming pet cats
are at risk of serious disease and
even early death.
In order to better understand
populations of free-roaming house
cats in the region, Jason Luscier
has developed a free smartphone
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app called Cat Tracker. This app is
designed to gather citizen-science
data regarding sightings of freeroaming house cats. Your sightings
reported through Cat Tracker will
help researchers better understand
free-roaming cat population sizes
and their effects on native wildlife.
You can download the free app from
the Android and Apple app stores.
For more information, check out
http://cattracker.research.lemoyne.
edu. If you have any questions,
please contact Dr. Jason D. Luscier
at lusciejd@lemoyne.edu. Lastly,
encourage your friends and family to
keep their cats indoors.

JEV55 (CC BY-NC 2.0)

Helping Free-roaming Cats and Birds
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F I EL D TRI PS: AUGUST 20 1 8 –FEB RUARY 2019
Please contact the trip leader early
to sign up. Some trips are limited
in attendance to ensure a quality
experience. Leaders will tell you
important information about the trip
meeting place, time, and details.
If you sign up for a trip and later find
you can’t make it, let the leader know
as soon as possible.
Check the weather and dress for
the conditions. Suggested items to
bring: binoculars, water, snack, hat,
insect repellent, sunscreen.
For fall/winter trips, dress in layers.
Don’t forget hats, gloves, rain gear,
and waterproof boots. The weather
can change quickly, and it’s best to
be prepared. Remember, you will be
out in the elements for hours.
Trip leaders may postpone or cancel
trips at their discretion, usually due
to bad weather. Please check Facebook and Twitter the evening before
and morning of the trip for possible
trip changes.
If you have suggestions for new
locations, new trip leaders, or other
comments on field trips, feel free to
contact Dori Joiner, field trip coordinator, at doripj@msn.com.

Great Bear
Recreation Area
Saturday, August 25
Joe Brin 315-857-4734

Fall migration will be underway, so
join Joe as he looks for warblers,
vireos, and sparrows making their
way south to their winter homes.
Please contact Joe for details of
meeting time and place.

Green Lakes State Park
Saturday, September 8
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

This hike will take from three to
five hours (or more) depending on
trail length and weather conditions.
It is highly recommended that
participants bring their own water
and insect repellent. Please contact
Paul for details and specific time and
meeting place.
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Verona Beach State Park
Sunday, September 9
Joe Brin 315-857-4734

Join Joe on a hike through the
woodland trails in search of late
migrating warblers, vireos, and other
songbirds. Please contact Joe for
details of meeting time and place.

Montezuma National
Wildlife Refuge
Sunday, September 16
Scott Peterson 315-430-4404
Jason Luscier

Join these experienced birders on
this trip to Montezuma to look for
ducks, geese, swans, marsh birds,
and migrating shorebirds.We will also
check out other birding hotspots
within the Montezuma complex as
time permits. We will meet at the
Visitors Center at the start of Wildlife
Drive at 8:00 a.m. Contact Scott for
more details and to sign up.
A second field trip to Montezuma may be offered in October
and will be announced on social
media.

Creekwalk/
Onondaga Lake

Saturday, September 22
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022
Paul Richardson will be leading a
field trip to Onondaga Lake to look
for waterfowl and late-migrating
songbirds. Please contact Paul for
details, start time, and meeting place.
This trip will depend on access to the
Creekwalk, which has been restricted
recently due to safety issues.

Onondaga Lake
West Shore Trail

Continued on page 8

will afford looks at waterfowl,
resident birds, and late fall migrants.
This trip is great for beginner birders.
Please contact Alison for more
details and meeting location.

Long Branch Park and
Onondaga Lake North
Shore: How To Use the
eBird Smartphone App
Saturday, October 20
Jason Luscier
lusciejd@lemoyne.edu
479-871-9199

Join Jason for a morning birding
the north shore of Onondaga Lake,
starting at Long Branch Park. In
addition to seeing some excellent
fall waterfowl, attendees will learn
the ins and outs of the eBird
smartphone app. This will likely be a
two- to three-hour outing, so be sure
to have water, snacks, and proper
clothing. Please contact Jason for
details and meeting place.

Fair Haven Beach State
Park, Little Sodus Bay,
and Barrier Bar
Saturday, November 17
Gene Huggins 315-696-8065

Gene will be leading his traditional
field trip to look for Purple
Sandpipers. Please bring a lunch
and dress very warmly. Migrating
waterfowl, Red-throated Loon, Bald
Eagle, Dunlin, and Snow Buntings
are just some of the possible birds
to see on this trip. There is always
the possibility of a Snowy Owl on
the dunes. Please contact Gene
for details and meeting place. Easy
walking.

Baldwinsville to Oswego

Saturday, September 29
Alison Kocek akocek@gmail.com,
602-402-2284

Saturday, January 19
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871
wpurcell@twcny.rr.com

Join Alison on a trip to Onondaga
Lake’s Visitor Center and West
Shore Trail. This five-mile round trip
is on an easy, paved walking trail and

Join Bill on a trip to look for
waterfowl and gulls along the rivers
from Baldwinsville to Oswego. Please
contact Bill for more details.
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P.O. Box 620
Syracuse, NY 13201

FIEL D TRI PS:
AUGUST 20 1 8 –F E B RUA RY 2019
Continued from page 7

Creekwalk and
Syracuse Inner Harbor

Baldwinsville to Oswego

This may be a short trip and will
depend on access to the Creekwalk.
Paul Richardson will lead a hike along
the Creekwalk to the Onondaga
Lake shoreline, where wintering Bald
Eagles roost. He will also head to the
Syracuse Inner Harbor to look for
waterfowl and wintering gulls. Please
dress warmly and contact Paul for
additional information.

Join Bill on a trip to look for
waterfowl
and gulls along the rivers from
Baldwinsville to Oswego. Please
contact Bill for more details.

Saturday, January 26
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

More trips to view eagles in
February may be announced
depending on weather conditions
and ice on the lake.
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Saturday, February 23
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871
wpurcell@twcny.rr.com

Additional trips may be added
during the winter months,
depending on weather conditions
and bird activity, for example,
Bald Eagles on Onondaga Lake,
dependent on lake ice, or Snowy
Owls or Rough-legged Hawks, if
there is an irruption. If we have
enough snow, perhaps snowshoe
trips! Please check Facebook and
Twitter for announcements about
these special events.

Happy Owl-ween
Saturday, October 20,
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
We are happy to welcome Jean Soprano of Kindred Kingdoms Wildlife
Rehabilitation, who will have live
owls on display during a presentation about silent hunters of the night.
Then join us for a night hike around
Montezuma’s woods and grasslands
to experience the sights, sounds, and
smells of the night. Fee: $6/child,
$8/adult, $25/family. Call 315-3653588 to register.
Additional programs will be posted
at ny.audubon.org/montezuma
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