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S P RI N G P RO G RA M S A N D EVEN TS

Wednesday, February 14, 6:30 p.m.
Onondaga Free Library
4840 W. Seneca Turnpike, Syracuse, N.Y.

Discover Derby Hill
Bird Observatory

Wednesday, April 11, 6:30 p.m.

36 Grand View Ave., Mexico, N.Y.

Manlius Library
1 Arkie Albanese Ave., Manlius, N.Y.

Celebrate spring migration at one of
the Northeast’s best birding locations
during a day of field walks that celebrate bird migration. Explore the trails
and habitats of this premier birding
location with experienced leaders.
Walks start on every hour. Enjoy the
spectacle of migrating birds from the
lake watch, on trails through the fields
and forest, and at the north lookout.

The notion of hundreds of millions—if not billions—of migratory
birds passing in and out of broad
geographic areas is of considerable
public and ecological interest, as well
as of conservation concern. Capturing and quantify these large-scale
movements, however, has remained
a principle challenge. Kyle Horton,
a Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology
postdoctoral fellow, will explain how
he uses weather surveillance radar
to forecast avian migratory movements across the U.S.

Saturday, May 12, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Amphibian Ecology in
Northeastern Forests
Wednesday, May 9, 6:30 p.m.
Marcellus Free Library
32 Maple St., Marcellus, N.Y.

River Otter: New York
State’s Elusive Carnivore
Wednesday, March 14, 6:30 p.m.
Baldwinsville Public Library
33 E. Genesee St., Baldwinsville, N.Y.

As recently as the early 1990s, the
range of North American river otters
in New York state had been reduced
to only its eastern half. However, in
the late 1990s, the New York River Otter Project was formed to restore river
otters to western New York watersheds. Kelly Powers will describe her
graduate work at SUNY-ESF, in which
she has been testing an experimental
camera-trapping technique. Aimed
at finding river otters in Central and
Western New York waters, this technique could help gauge the success of
otter reintroduction efforts.

Despite a rich history of environmental change, most amphibians in the
northeastern U.S. thrive in forested
ecosystems. Harrison Goldspiel, a
SUNY-ESF graduate student, has
been studying the various habitat
needs of frogs and salamanders in
Central New York. He will talk about
this research and relate how historical
land-use such as agriculture has influenced habitat quality. His research
results will help inform conservation
efforts for these unique species.
HARRISON GOLDSPIEL

ADAMS, KEENAN/USFWS

As moose began to recolonize New
York state in the 1980s, researchers
became interested in the health and
growth potential of this population,
which resides at the southern margins of the species’ range. SUNY-ESF
graduate student Sam Peterson will
discuss the history of moose, their
current status in New York state, and a
collaborative moose research project
being conducted in the Adirondacks.

Using Radar to Quantify
and Forecast Bird
Migration Patterns

ROSE DENEVE

Current Status and
Ongoing Research of
Moose in the
Adirondack Park

Creating a
Bird-Friendly Yard

Wednesday, June 13, 6:30 p.m.
Marcellus Free Library
32 Maple St., Marcellus, N.Y.

Do you enjoy watching birds in your
yard? Would you like to create a
more bird-friendly environment in
which you can further enjoy the daily
company of birds around your home?
Janet Allen of Habitat Gardening in
Central New York will share interesting facts about some of our favorite
backyard birds and discuss how we
can provide them with food, water,
cover, and places to raise their young.
She will also describe the vital role of
native plants in providing for birds’
needs and explain how to help birds
beyond our own backyards.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Our Voice is Making
a Difference
By Alison Kocek
President

Advocacy and conservation outreach
is an important part of Onondaga
Audubon’s mission. We’ve been
zealous in our protection of the Bald
Eagles that roost on Onondaga Lake.
Board member Michelle Stantial and
I have spent many hours performing literature reviews, writing and
speaking to county legislators and
state and federal officials, and attending county legislative sessions,
all in an effort to protect eagles from
disturbance from a proposed trail on
Murphy’s Island, where these eagles
roost. We would like to thank each
and every one of you that joined in
our petition asking the county not to
place the trail in a location that would
cause the most harm to the birds.
While the county ultimately voted to
fund the trail, we would also like to
give our utmost thanks to legislator
Michael Plochocki, who succeeded
in adding a stipulation to the trails’
funding that will keep trail placement
away from the shoreline of Murphy’s
Island, thus allowing the eagles a
clear flight path to their foraging
waters. While a small victory, this
would not have happened without
the urgings of Onondaga Audubon
and concerned citizens speaking out
on the eagles’ behalf.
We finished up our first Monitoring
Avian Productivity and Survivorship
(M.A.P.S.) bird-banding session this
summer at Baltimore Woods. During our seven days of banding, we
detected 144 birds of 16 species. The
data collected will go toward a continent-wide effort to track population
changes in bird species, thus aiding
large-scale conservation efforts.
Data was also provided to SUNY-ESF
graduate student Kurt Gielow, who is
studying how bird populations fit into
the tick/Lyme-disease cycle.
Maryanne Adams recently spearheaded our efforts asking congress-

men Elise Stefanik and John Katko
to remove oil drilling in the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR)
from the house tax bill. While ANWR
is thousands of miles from us, many
of the birds that we enjoy as they
migrate through Central New York
depend on the refuge as breeding
grounds. We applaud representative
Stefanik for listening to the voices of
her constituents on this issue and
thank the many of you that added
your voices to this matter. We will
continue to fight to keep this valuable, pristine habitat free from the
fragmenting infrastructure and
danger of oil spills that drilling would
bring.
We are overjoyed that the campaign
initiated by Central New York Land
Trust and Friends of Great Bear to
save Whiskey Island and Northern
Great Bear from development and
privatization was successful. The
130-acre parcel will now be kept in
trust in perpetuity for birds and birders alike.
Onondaga Audubon is also pleased
that, through our Ruth Engelbrecht
Scholarship, we will once again be
sending two local educators to National Audubon’s Hog Island Camp in
Maine. Apply today! For more information, please see box on page 6.
I would like to end with special
thanks to our conservation committee (Maryanne Adams, Gerry
Smith, and Renee Kittleman) for
their tireless work to keep Onondaga
Audubon up-to-date on conservation issues that impact Northern
and Central New York. Their efforts
in speaking out against improperly
sited projects, sitting in on policy
calls, providing input to management plans, writing Op-Ed pieces
for local newspapers, and reaching
out to congressmen help us achieve
positive conservation outcomes that
would otherwise not be possible. We
hope you will continue to support
these efforts by responding to action
alerts and by letting us know about
any additional issues of concern to
you. The birds we love cannot speak
for themselves, so we must use our
voices to speak out on their behalf.
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P L A N TS FO R B I R DS

2018 Birdy Dozen
By Diane Emord
Secretary

“All plants are not created equal,
particularly in their ability to support wildlife. Most of our native
plant-eaters are not able to eat alien
plants, and we are replacing native
plants with alien species at an alarming rate, especially in the suburban gardens on which our wildlife
increasingly depends. My central
message is that unless we restore
native plants to our suburban ecosystems, the future of biodiversity in
the United States is dim.” (Douglas
Tallamy, Bringing Nature Home)
We are facing grim environmental
news on a lot of fronts, but here is an
opportunity for each of us as individuals to make a significant difference. If everyone with a yard, a patio,
a balcony, or just access to a public
space replaced at least some of their
alien ornamentals and/or lawn with
native plants, we could help our birds
and pollinators satisfy their needs
within the spaces that people live.

lent discussion at www.audubon.org/
news/why-native-plants-are-betterbirds-and-people. Each year, we are
highlighting 12 bird-friendly local
native plants; we are working with local
growers to ensure that these plants
are available. Last year’s pilot program
saw the sale of 538 bird and pollinatorfriendly plants at our spring plant sale.
The ‘Birdy Dozen’ for 2018 is:
Grass
Sorghastrum nutans
Indiangrass
Herbaceous
Agastache foeniculum
Anise hyssop, Blue giant hyssop
Aster divaricatus
(Syn: Eurybia divericata)
White wood aster
Liatris spicata
Blazing star, Dense gayfeather
Rudbeckia laciniata
Cutleaf coneflower
Solidago caesia
Bluestem goldenrod,
Wreath goldenrod
Vine
Lonicera sempervirens
Coral honeysuckle, Honeysuckle vine

“Our studies have shown that even
modest increases in the native plant
cover on suburban properties significantly increases the number and
species of breeding birds, including
birds of conservation concern. As
gardeners and stewards of our land,
we have never been so empowered
to help save biodiversity from extinction, and the need to do so has never
been so great. All we need to do is
plant native plants!” writes Doug
Tallamy on his website, www.bringingnaturehome.net.

Shrubs
Aronia melanocarpa (Syn: Photinia)
melanocarpa, Pyrus melanocarpa)
Black chokeberry
Cornus racemosa
Gray dogwood, Panicled dogwood

There are many arguments in favor
of planting native plants. Two of the
difficulties in doing so are selecting
which species to grow out of myriad
choices and locating nurseries that
provide them. Onondaga Audubon
has partnered with Habitat Gardening in Central New York (HGCNY)
in a program called Native Plants
for Birds. You can learn more about
this program at: www.hgcny.org.
National Audubon also has an excel-

Deciduous Tree
Betula lenta
Sweet birch, Black birch
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Sambucus canadensis (Syn: Sambucus nigra ssp. canadensis)
American black elderberry,
Common elder
Dioecious Shrub
Ilex verticillata
Winterberry (cultivar OK)

Be on the lookout for details of our
spring plant sale. The highlighted
plants for 2018 (and 2017) can be
purchased by pre-order; the pickup day is May 19. You can also find
reputable growers in HGCNY’s Native Plant Shopping Guide, available
for viewing or downloading on their
website.

SAN CT UARIES

2017 Summer/Fall
Updates
By David Fitch
Sanctuary Chair

I am pleased to report that Anna
Stunkel has accepted our offer to return to Derby Hill Bird Observatory to
count for the 2018 spring migration
season. We look forward to welcoming her back. With this news I am confident that Onondaga Audubon will
be well served in its 40th consecutive
year of raptor counting. Congratulations are extended to all who have
contributed to this accumulation
of data. Very few hawk watches can
match this longevity of record keeping, and it is something in which we
should take great pride.
The sanctuaries have been relatively
quiet since the end of the 2017 count.
Activity and visitation drops considerably once the official count is over.
Yet birds continue to stream past the
lookouts. A number of regular observers know this and continue to spend
time at the north lookout. In an effort
to accommodate them and the contingent of lake watchers, the board
decided to extend portable toilet services through October this year. I am
informed that this was appreciated
by visitors, and it may have had an
effect on an increase in donation-box
collections. We plan to continue this
service as long as funds allow.
Again in 2017 the water level in Sage
Creek was too high to permit phragmites treatment. Perhaps 2018 conditions will be more favorable.
Periodic trail clearing at the Noyes
Sanctuary continues to be needed,
along with shoreline trash removal.
We appreciate the assistance of
those who have helped to keep the
trails open and litter-free.
The Onondaga Audubon board has
applied for an Audubon Collaborative
Funding Grant to permit the replacement of the Purple Martin house at
Derby Hill. If awarded, a new and
improved housing system will be
installed in the coming year.
3

CO NS ERVAT I O N

2017, Paul had contacted numerous
individuals and agencies in the hope
that someone would be able to find
a regulation or statute that would
prevent the removal of the remaining
roost trees and allow the eagles to
continue to access the open water.
He attended meetings, sent emails,
and made phone calls, but without
success. The trees are now gone, and
the apartments are being built.

No Action is
Too Small
By Maryanne Adams
Conservation Chair

In 1988, there were only 10 nesting pairs of Bald Eagles in New York
state. If you were lucky enough to
see an eagle, it was a big deal. Nowadays, Bald Eagle sightings are fairly
common. In fact, in July 2017, the
New York Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) estimated that the number of nesting
Bald Eagles in the state had grown to
323 pairs.

Paul shared multiple email correspondences with me. His frustrations with the bureaucracy were
quite evident. But his experience
shows that it is naïve to think that
any official can or will do anything
unless there is a regulation that requires it. Current laws do not protect
small numbers of individuals of a
species if they are not endangered.

It has become easy to take Bald
Eagles for granted, and in some
cases their presence is viewed as an
impediment to progress. Although
the bird is listed as threatened in
New York state, most protections
have to do with nest sites and documented winter roosts.

“Several hundred feet downstream
from the dam, the river shallows,
gets narrower, and never freezes.
Wintering eagles have been coming here to forage for fish or eat the
occasional duck for at least the last
seven or eight years that I know of. At
first it was three or four eagles, but
over the last few years that number
has more than doubled. Even though
this past winter was warm, a dozen
eagles would come to gather in the
old-growth trees along the shore.
Sadly, many of these trees were removed in April to make room for two
three-story apartment buildings and
several condos.”

• Individuals who shared Paul’s
passion for the eagles and could
do little besides offer support and
suggest actions [Gerry Smith, Jean
Soprano (Kindred Kingdoms), Mike
Allen (New York’s “Eagleman”), and
Onondaga Audubon]
• Those from the wildlife sector who
explained the rules on the books
and wished they could help but were
unable to do so [Sandy Duran (DEC),

PAUL PACELLI

So it is no surprise that Paul Pacelli,
a Baldwinsville resident who enjoyed
watching eagles at a small winter
roost site in the village, was unable
to prevent “progress” from taking away the trees that the eagles
used. These trees were by a popular
winter birding spot along the Seneca River where the moving water
remains open during the frigid winter
months. Paul describes the situation
as follows:

The respondents to Paul’s concerns
about the eagles and the roost trees
fell into three groups:

Bonnie Parton (U.S. Fish and Wildlife), Dan Rosenblatt, Ph.D. (DEC-Bureau of Wildlife), Scott Crocoll (DEC)]
• Elected officials who had their own
agenda and seemed to favor progress [Steve Darcangelo (engineer for
the village of Baldwinsville), Bruce
Stebbins (deputy mayor of Baldwinsville)]
Several issues stood out as I reviewed the material that Paul shared.
In one email, Baldwinsville’s village
engineer indicated that on December 3, 2015, there had been a public
hearing on establishing zoning for
this development. No one from the
general public spoke in favor or
against the matter. If Paul had known
about the hearing and the changes
the development would bring, he
might have been present to share
his concerns. The lesson here is that
we all need to read the newspaper,
watch for notices, and attend public
meetings.
Another item that caught my attention was how often the reason for
allowing the pertinent tree removal
was the same as the one in a letter
that Dan Rosenblatt (DEC-Bureau
of Wildlife) sent to Paul in reply to
the latter’s email to the governor:
“The Seneca River within the village has not been designated as an
important wintering area for eagles
Stumps of eagle roost trees
that were removed as part
of an apartment-complex
construction project on the
Seneca River in Baldwinsville.

From April through September
4
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its best to prevent any disturbance to
the Bald Eagles at their winter roost
on Murphy’s Island at the southern
end of Onondaga Lake. Stay tuned
and watch for action alerts!

In Memory of Mike Allen
1952-2017
After being hired as a wildlife technician in 1976, Mike Allen devoted 30
years of his life to New York State’s
Department of Environmental
Conservation’s Bald Eagle recovery
program.

by the department, and therefore is
not mapped as one. … While eagles
may no longer be able to roost in the
trees that were removed from the
site, they will still have access to the
Seneca River.”

become part of the solution and run
for public office. If local governments
were to have more conservationminded citizens as representatives,
outcomes for local issues involving
wildlife might well be different.

The DEC’s Bald Eagle Conservation Plan (March 2016) contains a
map of Bald Eagle winter roost sites.
However, it is grievously out of date.
There is not one site in the Mohawk
Valley, Central New York, or the
Finger Lakes indicated on that map.
It concerns me that the Onondaga
Lake winter roost site is also not
included. [Readers can view the plan
online at http://www.dec.ny.gov/
docs/wildlife_pdf/nybaldeagleplan.
pdf (map on page 40).] The omission of locally known eagle wintering
sites confirms the need for concerned citizens to share information
and make sure that environmental
agencies are informed of changes in
eagle distribution.

Finally, just because a species is
doing better and is no longer in dire
straits doesn’t mean we can let
ourselves become complacent. In a
letter to Paul regarding the Baldwinsville eagle roost, Mike Allen stated:
“It’s very sad for me, because it
makes it seem like the powers that
be don’t give a damn about all the
work that was put into bringing these
birds back. ... The younger clan of
wildlife biologists and technicians
seem to have the attitude that ‘we’
did such a wonderful job bringing
these birds back they don’t have to
worry about them anymore. Nothing
could be further from the truth!”

Although the village of Baldwinsville
might claim that it is well aware of
the eagles and respects them, it
won’t matter when it comes down
to approving a development project
that will bring in significant revenue.
This fact tells us that it behooves
those who care about wildlife to

T HE K EST R E L | SPR ING / SUMMER 2018

The message here is that we must
never think an action is too small
to make a difference. Martin Luther
King Jr. said it perfectly: “If I cannot
do great things, I can do small things
in a great way.” There is nothing we
can do now about the Baldwinsville
eagle roost trees. We can, however,
continue to fight another battle: Onondaga Audubon will continue to do

The next time you see one of these
majestic birds, please look skyward
and remember Mike Allen, who left
this earth on October 28,2017.
NYSDEC PHOTO

Paul Pacelli photo of Bald Eagles roosting in trees along the Seneca River.

“Mike’s contribution to the restoration of bald eagles in New York
cannot be overstated," said Paul
D’Amato, DEC Region 8 director.
“Whether trudging through snow or
climbing trees to check on nests, his
commitment to the restoration project was unwavering, even in the early
years when its success was certainly
not guaranteed. He never tired of the
work, and was always inspired by the
sight of a bald eagle in the wild, many
of which were there only because of
his tireless efforts. There was a good
reason he was known as ‘Eagleman.’"

With thanks to the Democrat and Chronicle for
permission to excerpt from the full obituary:
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/
local/2017/11/08/mike-allen-bald-eaglescomeback/845295001/
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BIRDATHON

Big Day in May
By Ken and Rose Burdick

Spring migration will be here before
we know it, along with Onondaga
Audubon’s annual Birdathon. This
big-day birding event is set in midMay near the peak of spring migration—a perfect time to go birding with
friends.
Both competitive and recreational
teams are welcome, and fundraising
is optional but always appreciated.
So whether you are a competitive, casual, or backyard birder, please join in
and don’t let migration pass you by!
This year’s event will be on Saturday,
May 19, with the compilation picnic
on Sunday, May 20. For more details
and updates, check out the Onondaga Audubon website or contact us
at the links below.
The Rules
When: Saturday, May 20, anytime
between midnight and midnight—
no rain date!
Where: Jefferson, Lewis, Onondaga,
Oswego, Madison, Oneida, and Herkimer
Counties, plus Cayuga County north of
N.Y. Route 31.
Teams: Any size (one or more members).
No splitting up! Team members must
remain within sight of one another. Thank
you for registering in advance.
Count: Carefully identify species by sight
and/or ear—follow the honor system,
please.
Bird List Deadline: 11 a.m. Sunday, May
20, by email or phone, or in person at the
compilation picnic at Derby Hill, starting
at 4 p.m. Sunday.
Dollars Deadline: Please turn in to Ken
and Rose Burdick by June 15.

Birdathon funds fly higher
Many of us have seen a large increase in fundraising requests in
recent months, so we are pleased to
report that Birdathon did very well
in 2017, even though there were so
many good alternatives for donors to
choose from. Team members raised
nearly 20 percent more than last
year, with a grand total of $6,843.55
for 2017. We also achieved a new
Birdathon benchmark for funds
raised by a single team, bringing the
new bogey to $1,471.50. We thank
Team

Dave Graham, on the Grackle Debacle team, who made this happen!
Congratulations to everyone for this
great result and a special thank you
to those who sought support from
multiple donors! This event helps
Onondaga Audubon financially and
also provides an opportunity to
share our enthusiasm for birds with
other members of the community.
Again, a great job, and we hope to
see you next year!

Members

Raised

All Teams Combined

$6,844

The Blackburnians

Janet Needham McGraw, Jane Needham

1,200

Bluebirds

Pat Burns, John Rogers

Goldtailed Hermit and
the Fledglings

Maryanne Adams, Dori Joiner, Renee Kittleman

Grackle Debacle

Ken Burdick, Rose Burdick, Dave Graham

Hawkward Conversations

Jason Mauro, Tom Meier, Jonathan Kresge

320

Hill Hellions

Kevin McGann, Anna Stunkel

424

Lone Loon

Deb Rahalski

Lookin’ 4Hooters

Frank Brosch, Stephen Schwab, Chris Stanger

Marsh Madness

Dave Ryan, Jeanne Ryan, Sarah Stuart

Old-gray Gnatcatcher

Paul Richardson

200

Osprey Can You See

Dave Nash

200

Raven Loonatics

Nancy Bridges

The Seven-hour Birder

Bill Purcell

Thor Feat

Alex Thor, Angela Thor

The Uncommon Mergs

Dennis Anderson, Brenda Best, Matt Voelker

453

What the Hawk?

Carla Bregman, Mark Bregman, Jane Fagerland

375

80
240
1,472

75
300
1,330

50
100
25

Records to Beat
People: 43 teams, 116 members (1999)
Total Funds: $7,500 (2001)
Most Money / Team: $1,471.50 (2017)
Most Species Combined: 209 (2011)
Most Species / Team: 158 (2013)

For More Information:
onondagaaudubon.com/Birdathon-3/
Ken or Rose Burdick 315-436-9416
KenBurdick@ieee.org
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E DUCATO R SCH O LARSH IP
Through the generous funding of the Ruth Engelbrecht Memorial Scholarship,
Onondaga Audubon is once again able to sponsor two educators to attend
“Sharing Nature: An Educator’s Week” on Hog Island, Maine.
This year’s workshop takes place July 15-20. Application forms are on the
Onondaga Audubon website at: http://onondagaaudubon.com/education/

Applications are due March 1.
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20 18 S P RI N G/SU M M E R F I E LD T RIPS, CLASSES AN D EVEN TS
Please contact the trip leader at least
two days before the trip to sign up. If you
find out you can’t attend, call as soon as
possible to let the leader know.
For all field trips, check the weather forecast and dress for the conditions. Suggested items to bring: binoculars, water,
snack, hat, insect repellent, sunscreen.
Trip leaders may postpone or cancel
trips at their discretion, usually due to
bad weather. Please check Facebook and
Twitter the evening before and morning
of the trip for possible trip changes.
If you have suggestions for new locations, trip leaders, or other comments on
field trips, contact field trip coordinator
Dori Joiner at doripj@msn.com.

Long Branch Park

Saturday, March 24
Jason Luscier 479-871-9199
lusciejd@lemoyne.edu

Join Jason Luscier to look for waterfowl,
gulls, and other late winter birds. Please
contact Jason for more details.

Derby Hill Bird Observatory
Saturday, March 31 and April 21
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871

Join Bill Purcell for a day at Derby Hill,
one of North America’s best spring
hawk-migration sites. Dress very warmly;
bring binoculars. Please contact Bill to
sign up.
Saturday March 31

help guide you to an ID. The emphasis is
on developing your auditory skills—
identification is icing on the cake! Four
evening classroom sessions will present key birdsongs/calls for analysis and
identification (lots of repetition!), and
homework assignments will then expand
your repertoire by comparing classroom
knowns with similar-sounding unknowns.
Following classroom sessions, four field
trips will allow hands-on practice with
these new skills.
NOTE: Class size is limited to 10 people,
novice birdsongers only. Contact Steve
Kinne (315-882-3684) for more details.
Classroom dates

Tuesday, March 27, April 3, 10, and 17
6:30-8:30 p.m., Manlius Library
Field outings

Erie Canal Towpath, Chittenango
(number attended optional):
Tuesday evening, April 24, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Saturday morning, April 28, 8:0010:00 a.m.
Tuesday evening, May 1, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Sunday morning, May 6, 8:00-10:00 a.m.

Montezuma National
Wildlife Refuge

Saturday, April 7 and Sunday, April 29
Scott Peterson 315-430-4404
peterssm@lemoyne.edu
and Jason Luscier
Saturday, April 7

This is the peak time for many adult raptors. Besides the usual Turkey Vultures
and Red-tailed Hawks, we would expect
to see Red-shouldered and Roughlegged Hawks, Northern Harrier, and
both Bald and Golden Eagles.

Join Scott Peterson and Jason Luscier on
this trip to Montezuma to look for ducks,
geese, swans, and other marsh birds. We
will also check out other birding hotspots
within the Montezuma complex as time
permits. Contact Scott for more details.

Saturday April 21

Sunday, April 29

This second field trip to Derby Hill falls in
the peak time for Broad-winged Hawks,
and all of the 15 regularly occurring raptor species are possible at this date.

Birding by Ear: A Beginner’s
Guide to Developing
Listening Skills
March 27 - May 6
Steve Kinne 315-882-3684

For a second year, Steve will share his
skills for listening to, and describing,
woodland birdsongs.
If you’re a novice in identifying birdsongs and would like to better develop
this skill, join Steve in this concentrated
course. He will share with you ways to
both “hear” and “listen to” woodland
birdsongs, to describe characteristics of
particular songs/calls, and use these to
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Join Scott Peterson for a second trip to
Montezuma. Waterfowl will continue to
be in abundance this time of year along
Wildlife Drive. We also expect to see returning shorebirds and other early spring
arrivals. Contact Scott for more details.

Green Lakes State Park
Saturday, May 5
Jerry Case 315-687-9599
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Join Jerry (May 5 and June 3) and Paul
(June 16 and 23) for our popular field
trips at Green Lakes State Park. Hike
with these experienced birders through
woodland and grassland habitats. Good
chances for Orchard Oriole, Scarlet Tanager, Eastern Bluebird, and other nesting
species. Please contact Jerry or Paul for
more details.

continued on page 8

12th Annual Wildlife Festival
Saturday, May 5, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Montezuma Audubon Center

Enjoy live animal shows, family entertainment, crafts, artisans, live music, delicious food, games, and much more!
For more information, call 315-365-3580
or e-mail Montezuma@audubon.org.
Additional Audubon Center programs are
posted at ny.audubon.org/montezuma

Discover Derby Hill
Bird Observatory

Saturday, May 12, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

A day of field walks that celebrate bird
migration. Explore the trails and habitats
of this premier birding location with experienced leaders. Walks start on every
hour.

Weekday Bird Walks
Thursday, May 24 and 31
Clark Reservation State Park
Diane Emord 315-492-4258
demord@twcny.rr.com

Join Diane for morning beginner bird
walks at Clark Reservation. Bring binoculars. Diane will give instruction on how to
use binoculars correctly and give tips on
how to spot and identify woodland birds.
The trip will take two to three hours, be
easy walking, and stay on the west side
of the park in the wooded section. Please
contact Diane to sign up.

Whiskey Hollow and Vicinity
Saturday, May 26
Joe Brin 315-857-4734

Traditional spring migrants and breeding
birds trip to the special gorge that is an
Important Bird Area and partly protected
by Central New York Land Trust. We’ll
look for several vireos; Cerulean, Hooded,
and Mourning Warblers; Scarlet Tanager; Barred Owl, which nests there; and
Acadian Flycatcher, found in only a few
places in Region 5. Moderate to difficult
terrain due to a few steep, muddy trails.
Participants will meet Joe at 7:30 a.m
at the Town of Van Buren Transportation Department. Trip usually lasts until
mid-afternoon. Please contact Joe for
additional details.

Great Adirondack
Birding Celebration
Friday-Sunday, June 1-3
Paul Smiths, New York
Bernie Carr 315-469-9379

The 16th annual Great Adirondack Birding
Celebration—the longest-running boreal
birding festival in the Northeast—will be
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held June 1-3 at the Paul Smith’s College
Visitor Interpretive Center in Paul Smiths,
New York. The festival will feature field
trips to boreal-birding hot spots, informative lectures, workshops, a raffle, social
hours, and more. Please contact Bernie
Carr for more details on this event.

Three Rivers Wildlife
Management Area
Saturday, June 2
Joe Brin 315-857-4734

A level hike that passes through woods
and brushy fields. Good for many
warblers and sparrows. There may be
both Bald Eagle and Osprey nests. Easy
terrain. Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the east end
of Kellogg Road, where it dead-ends into
Sixty Road. Please contact Joe for additional details.

Green Lakes State Park
Sunday, June 3
Jerry Case 315-687-9599

Join Jerry for another visit to the woodland and grassland habitats of this state
park. Late migrants and local nesting
species are expected. Please contact
Jerry for more details.
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Weekday Bird Walks

Thursday, June 7 and 14
Erie Canal Towpath, Chittenango
Steve Kinne 315-882-3684

Steve will lead morning walks along the
canal towpath (wide, level terrain) looking and listening for warblers, flycatchers, sparrows, and more. Herons, sandpipers, and swallows are also possible
along the waterway during this two to
three hour trip. Bring binoculars, water, a
snack, insect repellent, and a hat. Please
contact Steve to sign up and for meeting
time and place.

Dewitt Feeder Canal
Saturday, June 9
Gene Huggins 315-696-8065

Gene Huggins will lead this trip along the
Dewitt feeder canal to look for Red-tailed
Hawk, Belted Kingfisher, Carolina Wren,
Northern Mockingbird, Cedar Waxwing,
and Yellow Warbler. Gene will also point
out the native and introduced plants in
the area. Easy walking on level ground.
Please bring insect repellent, a hat, and
comfortable walking shoes. Contact
Gene for meeting time and place.

continued from page 7

Camillus Forest Unique Area
Sunday, June 10
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

This forest contains some of the tallest
and oldest trees in Onondaga County.
Although much of the hike will be in
woodlands, some parts will be through
meadows and along open fields. Location is good for Baltimore Oriole, Scarlet
Tanager, Indigo Bunting, and Hooded,
Blue-winged, and Mourning Warblers.
Trip should be three to four hours, possibly longer depending on what trails we
take. Moderate to difficult due to some
steep trails. Please contact Paul for more
details.

Green Lakes State Park
Saturday, June 16 and June 23
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Sterling Nature Center
Sunday, June 17
Maryanne Adams 315-626-6368
goldtailedhermit@aol.com

Maryanne will lead a beginner’s bird walk
at Sterling Nature Center. Bring binoculars. Great Blue Herons are possible at
the heronry, as are many other nesting
species. Contact Maryanne to sign up.
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