
SPRING PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

Habitat and Ecology of  
Native Orchids  
of New York State
Wednesday, April 12, 6:30 p.m.
Marcellus Free Library 
32 Maple St., Marcellus, N.Y.

Bernie Carr, president of Terrestrial En-
vironmental Specialists, Inc., has spent 
his professional career as a botanist 
and ornithologist and has studied many 
species of New York’s native orchids. 
Bernie will describe the natural history of 
some of the 60 species of orchids found 
within New York State, many of which 
are endangered or threatened and nearly 
all of which are state-protected from 
collecting.

Common Terns on the  
St. Lawrence River:  
From Peril to Prosperity 
Wednesday, April 19, 6 p.m.
Trinity Church Parish Hall 
227 Sherman St., Watertown, N.Y.

Dr. Lee Harper is a consulting avian 
ecologist who has studied and managed 
Common Tern populations along the 
river for nearly four decades. His efforts 
have been instrumental in staving off lo-
cal extinction for this species and greatly 
increasing regional populations. Come 
learn how and why this conservation suc-
cess has occurred and the past, present 
and  future of this globe trotting species 
along our northern border.

A Brush with Bunnies: 
Perils Faced by  
New England Cottontails 
in New York’s  
Changing Landscape 
Wednesday, February 8, 6:30 p.m.
Baldwinsville Public Library 
33 E. Genesee St., Baldwinsville, N.Y. 

Amanda Cheeseman is a doctoral candi-
date at SUNY-ESF studying the ecology 
of the declining New England cottontail 
and its responses to the many obstacles 
hindering its recovery, including invasive 
species, ever-present habitat loss, and 
a fragmented landscape. As part of a 
multistate coalition of researchers, she is 
discovering new aspects of New England 
cottontail biology and researching meth-
ods to recover our only native cottontail.

Coyotes and Foxes  
of Fort Drum
Wednesday, March 8, 6:30 p.m.
Baldwinsville Public Library 
33 E. Genesee St., Baldwinsville, N.Y.

Chee Pheng Low, a graduate student 
at SUNY-ESF, has studied the habitat 
use and interaction between coyotes, 
red foxes, and gray foxes within the Fort 
Drum Military Installation, New York over 
the past two years. Chee Pheng will dis-
cuss the methods used to trap, detect, 
and identify these species and describe 
which habitats they use.
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Ticks and Tick-Borne 
Disease in  
Onondaga County
Wednesday, May 10, 6:30 p.m.
Onondaga Free Library  
4840 W. Seneca Turnpike, Syracuse, N.Y.

Nicholas Piedmont, a graduate student 
at SUNY-ESF, has studied the ecology 
and distribution of blacklegged ticks (aka 
deer ticks) and their associated tick-borne 
diseases within Onondaga County over 
the past two years. Nick will discuss basic 
tick ecology and behavior, as well as how 
to identify common tick species, what 
to look for if bitten by a tick, and how to 
protect oneself and one’s pets from tick-
borne illnesses.

Discover Derby Hill  
Bird Observatory
Saturday, May 13, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
36 Grand View Ave., Mexico, N.Y.

Celebrate Spring migration at one of the 
Northeast’s best birding locations during 
a day of field walks that celebrate bird 
migration. Explore the trails and habitats 
of this premier birding location with expe-
rienced leaders. Walks start on every hour.  
Enjoy the spectacle of migrating birds 
from the lake watch, on trails through the 
fields and forest, and at the hawk watch. 

Birding in the  
21st Century
Wednesday, June 14, 6:30 p.m.
Manlius Library 
1 Arkie Albanese Ave., Manlius, N.Y.

Sightings and photographs submitted 
by birders like you are helping build the 
future of birding, while also providing 
valuable information for researchers and 
conservationists—giving back to the birds 
that we all care so much about. Ian Davies, 
project coordinator for eBird at Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology, will teach you about 
eBird and Merlin, two free projects that 
can help you find and learn about birds 
like never before. Even if you’ve used eBird 
and Merlin before, this is an opportunity to 
learn how to get the most out of the free 
tools that the Cornell Lab has to offer. 
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This past fall and winter has been a busy 
time, full of many exciting new adventures 
for Onondaga Audubon.

We recently partnered with Ducks Unlim-
ited, the state Department of Environmental 
Conservation, Thousand Island Land Trust, 
Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust, and several 
other collaborators on a large grant for 
conservation work in the St. Lawrence River 
Valley. This grant will be used to protect and 
restore over 1,500 acres of land, including 
Perch River Wildlife Management Area, one 
of the largest contiguous protected wetland 
complexes in the St. Lawrence Valley. This 
project is designed to create critical habitat 
for priority waterbird and wetland species, 
including Trumpeter Swan, Virginia Rail, 
Sora, Common Moorhen, American Coot, 
Marsh Wren, Swamp Sparrow, Caspian 
Tern, Common Tern, Black Tern, Pied-billed 
Grebe, Osprey, and Bald Eagle.

Virginia Rail

 
In summer/fall 2016 Cody Nichols became 
our Chimney Swift monitoring technician, 
scouting out the roost locations of these 
imperiled birds with help from location tips 
by many of you. Cody was able to identify 
26 roost sites within the Greater Syracuse 
area, housing over 700 birds in varying 
locations, from chimneys and steeples to 
dilapidated buildings to a rare few roosts 
found within natural tree cavities. Knowing 
where swifts are roosting will help us work 
to ensure that active roost sites are not torn 
down and allow us to educate the people  

living near these roosts about the impor-
tance of protecting these pest-eating birds.

Michele Neligan, who has helped make 
many Onondaga Audubon events a success, 
including the Derby Hill Bird Festival, has 
temporarily stepped down from the board. 
I would like to thank her for her countless 
hours of service and for helping make  
Onondaga Audubon what it is today.

I attended the Audubon New York 2016 Fall 
Council Meeting on Long Island in October, 
where local delegates from Audubon chap-
ters throughout the state gathered to share 
ideas and discuss plans for the future. It 
was a very invigorating event that provided 
me with new perspectives on how to find 
more opportunities for each of you to help 
us with conservation of our local birds and 
habitats.

Onondaga Audubon is dedicated to pro-
tecting the Bald Eagles that have recently 
begun roosting on Murphy’s Island along 
Onondaga Lake’s southern shoreline near 
DestinyUSA. Many thanks go out to Mi-
chelle Stantial, who has created a protocol 
for board members and other interested 
parties to record their eagle observations 
so we can better understand Bald Eagle 
abundance and site use in this area. This will 
aid us in better informing land managers on 
how to preserve areas that are important 
for these charismatic birds. For additional 
information: michelle.stantial@gmail.com 
or 315-470-4782.

This year, Onondaga Audubon would like 
to encourage an even greater interest in 
nature within our local schools by offering 
two scholarships to Hog Island’s Educator’s 
Week in Maine, July 16 to 21, through our 
Ruth Engelbrecht Memorial Scholarship. If 
you or someone you know is an educator 
that may be interested in attending this 
renowned camp, please visit www.Onon-
dagaAudubon.org/education/ for details on 
how to apply.

I would like to end by echoing the words of 
Audubon New York’s president, Erin Crotty, 
who recently wrote the following in regards 
to the outcome of the recent presidential 
election: “The Audubon conservation legacy 
has persevered for 111 years because our 
strong network of members, volunteers, 
and chapters are truly committed to our 
mission; we are a centric organization that, 
like the species we work so hard to protect, 
knows no political party; and we bring a 
well-respected and authentic voice to con-
servation priorities in communities across 
the country. None of that has changed, and 
neither will we.”

We commit to you that Onondaga Audu-
bon will continue to work side by side with 
each of you and with our elected officials to 
ensure that the protection of birds and their 
habitats remain a priority in Central New 
York. This is our mission and our passion, 
and we know that what is good for the birds 
will benefit us all.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Alison Kocek 
President

Partnerships and 
Commitments
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the birds. Exotic plants just cannot provide 
the needed support.

Recent studies indicate that native land-
scaping can be a key tool to increasing bird 
diversity and abundance, so part of the 
solution to the problem can begin in our 
own yards. Everyone is capable of contribut-
ing. Everyone can plant at least one native 
plant in place of a standard alien ornamen-
tal. Devoting a part of your property, even if 
it’s only a container on an apartment deck, 
to bird-friendly native plants will contribute 
to a collective action that can add up to 
significant change.

The Plants for Birds website (audubon.
org/plantsforbirds) is intended to identify 
native plants based on locality, provide 
information on the birds supported by these 
native plants, locate the closest native plant 
nurseries, and give tips on how to design 
gardens and care for the plants. You can 
find plants native to your own area simply 
by entering your ZIP code into the database 
(audubon.org/nativeplants). When I entered 
my ZIP code, I got a list of 85 “best results” 
and 412 “full results,” an overwhelming list 
indeed. 

To help narrow the focus, Onondaga Audu-
bon is partnering with Habitat Gardening 
in Central NY (hgcny.org), the local chapter 
of Wild Ones. In a program modeled after 
one by North Carolina Audubon, we will 
highlight and advertise 10 to 12 bird-friendly 
native plants each year. We will work with 
local growers who will focus on propagating 
these selected plants, making sure they are 
readily available. Each year, a dozen more 
plants will be added, the list will become 
substantial, and many more people will 
hopefully become involved in learning about 
and planting natives. As this collaboration 
progresses, look for more information on 
Onondaga Audubon’s and HGCNY’s web-
sites and Facebook pages.

All information for this article was found 
on the Plants for Birds website. In addition, 
we highly recommended reading Bringing 
Nature Home by Doug Tallamy (bringingna-
turehome.net).

PLANTS FOR BIRDS

National Audubon recently launched Plants 
for Birds, an initiative to encourage 50,000 
people to plant 1 million bird-friendly native 
plants. Alarmingly, 41 percent of all Neo-
tropical songbirds are declining; according 
to National Audubon, habitat loss is the No. 
1 factor contributing to this decline. Plants 
for Birds is an effort to help meet birds’ 
needs within the places that people live. 

Since 43 percent of the U.S. is now devel-
oped into an urban/suburban matrix, birds 
must be able to find food, shelter, places to 
raise their young, and safe passage within 
this human-dominated landscape. The aver-
age American yard does not provide many 
resources for birds— there is little to eat 
and few places to hide from predators. In a 
typical yard, about 80 percent of the plants 
are non-native, and over 50 percent of the 
yard is lawn with almost no ecological value. 
Trees, flowers, and shrubs that might be 
beneficial to wildlife make up less than 20 
percent of most yards.

Why are native plants so important? Native 
plants provide our native birds with fruit, 
seeds, nectar, shelter, and especially insect 
food. Native plants evolved as hosts for 
our specialized native insects; 90 percent 
of insects that eat plants can eat only the 
native plants with which they evolved. For 
example, our native oaks support 537 spe-
cies of caterpillars, while the gingko, a popu-
larly planted exotic, supports only 4. Exotic 
plants are advertised as pest-free because 
few local insects eat them, but they may 
as well say bird-free. Birds need insects: 
96 percent of our land birds feed insects to 
their young. A chickadee pair can bring up 
to 570 caterpillars to their nest each day. 
Without the native plants, we don’t have the 
insects; without the insects, we don’t have 

Our Yards Can 
Make a Difference
By Diane Emord

EDUCATION

By Kim Farrell 
Education Chair

Beneficial Insects

Many of you are aware of the plight of polli-
nators, both native pollinators and the intro-
duced honey bee. On average, one-third of 
the food we eat is dependent on a pollinator, 
from fruits and vegetables to the alfalfa that 
supports our dairy industry. An excellent 
way for landowners to support their local 
pollinators is to plant native flowers that 
bloom at different times of year.  

But there’s more to beautiful flowers than 
pollinators. Anyone with plants around 
their house has seen the negative effects of 
insect pests—insects that damage or ruin 
flowers, shrubs, and other plants you’ve 
worked so hard to grow. In naturally occur-
ring ecosystems, insect pests have natural 
insect predators, which are called “benefi-
cial insects” because they eat pest insects. 

Beneficial insects, including lady bugs, 
wasps, and bees, directly eat pests or act as 
parasites that eventually kill the pest insect. 
An excellent example of a beneficial insect 
is the lacewing. In just one week, the larvae 
of the lacewing can eat hundreds of aphids, 
an insect pest well-known to many garden-
ers. 

A North America lady beetle (Hippodamia 
convergens) feeding on soybean aphids.  

Although beneficial insects are primarily 
pest-eaters, most rely on other food  
sources, such as nectar and pollen, to com-
plete their life cycle or to supplement their 
diets. Planting wildflowers supports ben-
eficial insects, creating a supply of natural 
predators on the landscape to control pests. 
Supporting beneficial insects reduces the 
need for pesticides, which is a win for all 
wildlife species in our landscapes, birds and 
bees included. 

Information for this article was collected 
from “Farming with Native Beneficial In-
sects,” The Xerces Society; Storey  
Publishing: 2014.  
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It is well known that the development of 
low-carbon, renewable energy sources will 
help reduce greenhouse-gas emissions 
and slow climate change. However, such 
development needs to be done in a way that 
minimizes wildlife mortality. As an organiza-
tion that promotes the protection of birds, 
Onondaga Audubon supports the American 
Bird Conservancy’s (ABC) Bird-Smart Wind 
Energy Program, whose primary goal is to 
protect U.S. native birds from the rapidly 
growing threat of poorly sited and managed 
wind turbines. According to the ABC, the 
area around Lake Ontario is not appropriate 
for any large-scale wind development.

A prime example of poor siting is the Light-
house Wind project planned for Niagara 
County west of Rochester, N.Y. The same 
potentially negative environmental im-
pacts from that project hold true for others 
proposed along Lake Ontario in Onondaga 
Audubon’s area. “A” on the ABC wind-
development map (above right) marks the 
desired site for Lighthouse Wind, which 
the ABC calls one of the 10 worst-sited 
wind-energy projects for birds in the U.S.  
This development would place as many 
as 71 turbines along a 12-mile stretch of 
Lake Ontario, extending 4.5 miles inland. 
Each turbine would be 570 feet tall, and the 
amount of land leased would cover about 
20,000 acres. 

The ABC gives several reasons why this lo-
cation is so ill advised. Enormous numbers 
of migrating songbirds and raptors concen-
trate within six miles of the shoreline every 
spring and fall. The area includes a great 
deal of important migratory-bird stopover 
habitat. The project area also overlaps an 
Audubon New York’s Grassland Bird Breed-
ing Focus Area. The potential for mass avian 
mortality is clear.

There is now solid data to back up concerns 
about turbine impact on birds and bats. 
With funding provided by the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service has been studying bird and 
bat migration in select locations along the 
Great Lakes. The Great Lakes Avian Radar 
Technical Report for Niagara, Genesee, 
Wayne, and Jefferson Counties, issued in 
spring 2013, documents the importance 
of these regions to migration.  The data 
clearly “implies that a wind energy facility or 
communication tower constructed in these 
areas would be encountered by both birds 
actively migrating across the lake or along 
the lakeshore and those moving between 
stopover habitats.” (https://www.scribd.

com/document/326239504/Great-Lakes-
Avian-Radar-Technical-Report-Niagara-
Genesee-Wayne-and-Jefferson-Counties-
New-York#download). 

The study also confirms that birds and bats 
are at significant risk of colliding with wind 
turbines because they often fly within the 
area swept by the rotors. The only way to 
avoid these collisions is to avoid installing 
turbines in these areas or to turn turbines 
off during spring and fall migration. The 
ABC and the authors of the radar study 
concluded that their results could be gen-
eralized to the entire eastern and southern 
shores of Lake Ontario.

When you consider the availability of 
land near Lake Ontario’s windy shoreline, 
financial incentives in the form of subsidies, 
and the economic stresses of the recent 
recession, it is not surprising that Big Wind 
showed up on Tug Hill. The deals they of-
fered to cash-strapped towns and landown-
ers were mighty attractive. North-country 
ornithologist Gerry Smith describes the 
special qualities of this area. “New York’s 
Tug Hill Plateau region is famous for many 
things,” Gerry says. “Rising to over 2,000 
feet directly east of Lake Ontario, it receives 
more snow than anywhere east of the 
Northern Rockies. Birders have long known 
this heavily forested region as a place where 
one can find a great diversity of breed-
ing birds. A famous naturalist and future 
director of the Smithsonian, Clinton Hart 
Merriam was born nearby and explored the 
area in the late 19th century. Fritz Scheider 
rediscovered the avian diversity of the re-
gion in the 1950s. His counts from the Mad 
River region of 60-plus Least Flycatchers in 
a two-mile hike, and of many other species 
present in high densities, are fascinating. A 
wonderful area to bird throughout the sea-
sons, Tug Hill’s location 30 to 90 minutes 
from all parts of the Syracuse, Utica, and 
Watertown metropolitan areas makes it a 
prime destination for birders.” 

Unfortunately, this lesser wilderness is now 
facing the greatest threat to its ecological 

viability since the last glaciation. A decade 
ago the first industrial wind complex, 
Maple Ridge, was permitted in the towns of 
Martinsburg, Harrisburg, and Lowville along 
the northeastern and eastern slopes of the 
middle ring of Tug Hill (“D” on the above 
map). This nearly 200-turbine project sailed 
through the regulatory process virtually 
unopposed. The results likely have been sig-
nificant impacts on both human and wildlife 
residents far beyond those documented. 
One result is that where raptors were once 
regularly observed in fall and early winter 
within the industrial wind-complex foot-
print, few are seen today.

During the Maple Ridge regulatory process, 
promises were made by the wind industry 
that turbines would not be placed in the 
core forest. Currently there are two pro-
posed projects that would place nearly 100 
turbines and associated fragmenting roads 
into this forest. One of these proposed proj-
ects is in the towns of Redfield and Worth, 
encompassing the Mad River region of Fritz 
Schneider’s stomping grounds. 

An article published in the Watertown (N.Y.) 
Daily Times in October 2016 announced 
that Avangrid Renewables has leased 
20,000 acres along the northeast and 
southeast corners of Oswego and Jefferson 
counties, respectively. The property, owned 
by Salmon River Timberlands LLC, is de-
scribed as “working forest land with logging 
roads and snowmobile trails.”  This is the 
future site of the Mad River Wind Farm (“C” 
on the map).

According to Smith, the resulting fragmen-
tation would have devastating impacts on 
forest-interior birds and wildlife. In addition, 
another 150 to 200 turbines, up to 600 
feet tall, are on the drawing board for the 
northern and northwestern portions of the 
two outer rings of Tug Hill. Avangrid Re-
newables is owned by Iberdrola, a Spanish 
utility. Rural America has become the target 
of European industrial wind imperialism as 
land in Europe becomes more costly and 
less available. This new frontier offers great 

CONSERVATION

By Maryanne Adams  
Conservation Chair

The Trade-off  
The American Bird 
Conservancy Wind 
Risk Assessment Map 
promotes Bird-Smart 
wind energy siting 
by highlighting the 
locations of important 
bird areas that 
should be avoided by 
wind developers or 
approached with care.

Red: Critically Important Areas (crucial breeding habitat and state park) 
Yellow: Areas of High Importance (key migration corridors)

https://www.scribd.Red:CriticallyImportantAreas
https://www.scribd.Red:CriticallyImportantAreas
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the effectiveness of the treatment. The vine 
is evident climbing on several trees in the 
sanctuary, but our control efforts have been 
focused on trail borders. I expect this to be 
an ongoing project. We plan to return at the 
end of winter to remove additional branches 
and debris from the trails prior to passerine 
migration. I encourage readers to visit this 
tranquil natural area.

David Wheeler, the Derby Hill hawk counter 
in 2015 and 2016, informed us that he does 
not wish to continue in 2017. We advertised 
for a new counter, and I’ve been impressed 
by the number of applicants, the geographic 
range they represent, and the depth of 
many applicants’ experience. I believe that 
these factors are a testament to Derby 
Hill’s solid reputation as a premier hawk-
watch in the Northeast. It is my pleasure 
to announce that Anna Stunkel, a native 
of Natick, Massachusetts, has accepted a 
contract to count this season. 

Anna comes to us from the Kiptopeke State 
Park Hawkwatch in Cape Charles, Virginia, 
where she recently completed a fall migra-
tion assignment performing duties similar 
to our needs. She also has raptor-counting 
experience in the states of Maine, Idaho, 
and California. She possesses experience 
in teaching, bird-banding of both raptors 
and passerines, and field research. Anna’s 
enthusiasm for biological sciences and 
hawk watching were evident throughout 
her resume, cover letter, and the interview 
process. Please join us in welcoming Anna 
to Derby Hill.

During the second half of 2016, work contin-
ued on a number of projects at the chap-
ter’s two sanctuary properties.

Despite below-average precipitation, the 
water level in Sage Creek was too high to 
permit the planned phragmites treatment 
this past season. Wind and wave action on 
Lake Ontario, combined with a lack of flow 
in the creek, resulted in water at the creek 
outlet becoming dammed by rocks and 
debris. Consequently, the elevated water 
level in the creek prevented access. We will 
try the treatment again this year.

During November we spent a couple of 
days clearing trails at Noyes Sanctuary. I 
am pleased to report that all its trails are 
now passable and marked reasonably well. 
A few logs were left across certain trails to 
discourage ATVs, but the logs can be easily 
stepped over. I want to acknowledge the ef-
forts of my friend Doug Greene in assisting 
me and providing his chain saw to remove 
several blow-downs from the trails. I should 
also note that the trails were treated for poi-
son ivy again earlier in the year. At the time 
we were clearing trails most of the leaves 
had dropped, so it was difficult to assess  
 

SANCTUARIES 

2016 Season Update

By David Fitch 
Sanctuary Chair

financial incentives. A Newsweek article 
stated that Iberdrola Renewables has 
collected $2.2 billion in federal grants 
and tax credits over the past 15 years.

Iberdrola is also behind the roughly 
10,000-acre Horse Creek wind project 
in Clayton, New York, currently under 
Article 10 review (“B” on the above map). 
Environmentalists have great concerns 
about building such a project adjacent to 
the 7,862-acre Perch River Wildlife Man-
agement Area and so near to the unique 
alvar grasslands of the Nature Conser-
vancy’s Chaumont Barrens Preserve. 

Who decides when the trade-off for non-
carbon emitting energy is worth the loss 
of biodiversity?  Most siting decisions are 
made at Article 10 hearings. The Article 
10 process is heavily weighted in the 
state’s favor because, of the seven mem-
bers on the board that decides where 
industrial wind projects will be located, 
five are appointed by the governor. Only 
two individuals represent the locality that 
will be affected.

Governor Cuomo has set a target for 
New York State to produce 50 percent of 
its electricity with renewables by 2030. 
The implications of this goal are stag-
gering. In July, the New York Indepen-
dent System Operator estimated that 
meeting this target would mean adding 
17 projects the size of Lighthouse Wind, 
or 20,000 acres apiece. The estimate 
for new solar installations approaches 
10,000 megawatts of power, which is just 
about equal to the current solar capac-
ity of Spain and Australia put together. 
Where does Albany plan to put all those 
renewable-energy projects? In rural 
areas, of course. (http://www.city-
journal.org/html/where-bully-winds-
blow-14879.html).

With increasing pressure to site huge 
wind turbines near Lake Ontario, how do 
we prevent making wildlife the big loser 
in the trade-off of habitat for industrial 
wind? I don’t know if such prevention is 
possible. The projected amount of land 
needed to meet the governor’s 50/30 
goal comes to about 340,000 acres. How 
can we possibly degrade that much habi-
tat and not sacrifice another precious 
resource—our wildlife? 

The public needs more information 
about the proper siting of industrial 
wind complexes. Involvement from 
conservation organizations as well as 
from concerned citizens is essential. We 
need regulations governing placement 
and monitoring of wind turbines that go 
beyond voluntary. Small-scale solar and 
wind power needs to be more available 
to benefit individual households. Trading 
acres of forest and grassland for subsi-
dized industrial zones in high-risk natural 
areas is not a good deal for anyone.

Noyes Sanctuary trail before After some hard work!
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Big Day in May
By Ken and Rose Burdick 

What could be better than enjoying a full 
day of birding in May? Timed to coincide 
with the peak of spring migration, Onon-
daga Audubon’s Birdathon is a great op-
portunity to do just that, while at the same 
time providing a way to help fund Onondaga 
Audubon’s programs. So, join in and don’t 
let migration pass you by! Save the date for 
this year’s event on Saturday, May 20,  
and for the compilation picnic on  
Sunday, May 21. 

Both competitive and recreational teams 
are welcome, and fundraising is optional. 
But, of course, we love it when teams take 
part in both. For more details, check out the 
Onondaga Audubon website or contact us 
at the links below.

The Rules

When: Saturday, May 20, anytime  
between midnight and midnight— 
no rain date!
Where: Jefferson, Lewis, Onondaga, 
Oswego, Madison, Oneida, and Herkimer 
Counties, plus Cayuga County north of  
N.Y. Route 31. 
Teams: Any size (one or more members). 
No splitting up! Team members must re-
main within sight of one another.  Thank you 
for registering in advance.  
Count: Carefully identify species by sight 
and/or ear—follow the honor system, 
please.   
Bird List Deadline: 11 a.m. Sunday, May 
21, by email or phone, or in person at the 
compilation picnic Sunday at Derby Hill, 
starting at 4 p.m. 
Dollars Deadline: Please turn in to Ken and 
Rose Burdick by June 15.

Records to Beat

People: 43 teams, 116 members (1999)
Total Funds: $7,500 (2001) 
Most Money / Team: $1,422 (2011) 
Most Species Combined: 209 (2011) 
Most Species /Team: 158 (2013)

For More Information: 
onondagaaudubon.com/Birdathon-3/

Ken or Rose Burdick 315-436-9416  
KenBurdick@ieee.org

leaders who consistently do so much 
for us. This year, credit goes to Bobo 
Fête, Marsh Madness, and the Black-
burnians; each of these teams raised 
more than $1,000. Highest receipts for 
the year came from Bobo Fête—the 
team’s second year in top place. The 
other two teams, Marsh Madness and 
the Blackburnians, operate on a different 
plane, together having raised just shy of 
$20,000 over the last 10 years.  

Please join us in thanking all of our fund-
raising teams for a job well done!

Team Members Raised

All Teams Combined $5,918

American Widgeon, Stay 
Away from Me!

Jonathan Kresge, Tom Meier 65

The Blackburnians Janet Needham McGraw, Jane Needham 1,030

Bluebirds James Burns, Pat Burns, John Rogers 100

Bobo Fete Ken Burdick, Dave Graham 1,393

Jeffersonian Divers Sue Adair, Jeff Bolsinger, Greg Lawence, Tony 
Shrimpton

20

Lookin’ 4Hooters Frank Brosch, Stephen Schwab, Chris Stanger 300

Team Loonatics Deb Rahalski, Emma Ralhalski 102

Mad Cowbirds Dave Baldrini, John H. Moore, John P. Moore 60

Marsh Madness Dave Ryan, Jeanne Ryan, Sarah Stuart 1,135

Old-gray Gnatcatcher Paul Richardson 350

Osprey Can You See Dave Nash 200

Raven Loonatics Nancy Bridges 90

Two Much Maryanne Adam, Ken Hodgson 165

The Uncommon Mergs Dennis Anderson, Matt Voelker 184

We See-Gulls Wayne Fidler, Mark Magistro, Mary Magistro 170

What the Hawk? Carla Bergman, Jane Fagerland 350

What Was that Bird Ann Chadderton, Junes Cowles, Eileen Kampf 50

Wood Warblers Kathy Strickland, Judy Thurber 89

Wrenegades Charlie Baker, Faith Baker, Jim Baker 65

BIRDATHON

We would like to extend a big thank you 
to all the individuals, teams, and donors 
who took part in the 2016 Birdathon. It 
was another good day, with 197 species 
recorded and $5,918 raised for the chap-
ter’s coffers. This fundraiser supports 
the Derby Hill Bird Observatory and 
other activities that further the conser-
vation goals of Onondaga Audubon.  

Each year, fundraisers from four or five 
teams provide an important foundation 
of support that enables our Birdathon 
to be a continuing financial success. We 
owe a debt of gratitude to these financial 

2016 Birdathon Fundraising Success

Through the generous funding of the Ruth Engelbrecht Memorial Scholarship,  
Onondaga Audubon is once again able to sponsor two educators at the  
“Sharing Nature: An Educator’s Week” on  Hog Island, Maine.

This year’s workshop takes place July 17-22. Application forms are available on 
the Onondaga Audubon website at:  
http://onondagaaudubon.com/education/

Applications are due March 1.

EDUCATOR SCHOLARSHIP

mailto:KenBurdick@ieee.org
http://onondagaaudubon.com/education/
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dreds of migrating Flickers might also be 
seen. Dave Wheeler will again host the trip, 
help point out birds, and answer questions 
about migration.  

Birding by Ear: A Beginner’s 
Guide to Developing  
Listening Skills 
Tuesday, April 4, 11, and 18, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Manlius Library 
1 Arkie Albanese Ave., Manlius, N.Y. 
Plus Field Outings 
Steve Kinne 315-882-3684

Have you been amazed by expert birders 
who can immediately pick out and identify 
birds from their songs alone? If you’re a 
novice birder and would like to better de-
velop this skill, join Steve in this course. He 
will share with you ways to hear and listen 
to woodland birdsongs, describe charac-
teristics of a particular song, and use these 
techniques to help guide you to an ID. The 
emphasis is not on final identification but 
rather on skills that will lead to identifica-
tion. Three classroom sessions will present 
key birdsongs for analysis. Participants will 
practice listening and describing what they 
are hearing. Active participation is critical! 
Following classroom sessions, field trips will 
allow practice with these new skills.

NOTE: Class size is limited to 10 people, 
novice birders only. Contact Steve Kinne for 
more information and to sign up.
Field Outings (number attended optional)

Tues. evening, April 25, Erie Canal  
Towpath, Chittenango (6:30-8:00 p.m.)

Sun. morning, April 30, Erie Canal  
Towpath, Chittenango (8:00-10:00 a.m.)

Tues. evening, May 2, Erie Canal  
Towpath, Chittenango (6:30-8:00 p.m.)

Sun. morning, May 7, Tioughnioga WMA,  
New Woodstock (8:00-10:00 a.m.)

Green Lakes State Park
Saturday, May 6 
Jerry Case 315-687-9599

Join Jerry (May 6 and June 4) and Paul 
(June 17) for our popular field trips at Green 
Lakes State Park. Hike with these experi-
enced birders through woodland and grass-
land habitats. Good chances for Orchard 
Oriole, Scarlet Tanager, Eastern Bluebird, 
and other nesting species. Please contact 
Jerry or Paul for more details. Water and 
insect repellent are recommended. 

Whiskey Hollow & Vicinity
Saturday, May 27 
Joe Brin 315-638-8309

Traditional spring migrants and breeding 
birds trip to the special gorge that is an 
Important Bird Area and partly protected 
by the Central New York Land Trust. We’ll 

look for several vireos; Cerulean, Hooded, 
and Mourning Warblers; Scarlet Tanager; 
Barred Owl, which nests there; and Acadian 
Flycatcher, found in only a few places in the 
region. Moderate to difficult terrain due to 
a few steep, muddy trails. Participants will 
meet Joe at 7:30 a.m. at the Town of Van 
Buren Transportation Department. Please 
contact Joe for more details.

11th Annual Wildlife Festival
Saturday, May 6, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Montezuma Audubon Center

Enjoy live animal shows, family entertain-
ment, crafts, artisans, live music, delicious 
food, games, and much more! 

For more information, call 315-365-3580 or 
e-mail Montezuma@audubon.org. Addi-
tional Audubon Center programs are posted 
at ny.audubon.org/montezuma 

Discover  
Derby Hill Bird Observatory
Saturday, May 13, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

A day of field walks that celebrate bird 
migration. Explore the trails and habitats of 
this premier birding location with experi-
enced leaders. Walks start on every hour.

Great Adirondack Birding 
Celebration
Friday-Sunday, June 2-4 
Paul Smiths, N.Y. 
Bernie Carr 315-469-9379

The 15th annual Great Adirondack Birding 
Celebration—the longest-running boreal 
birding festival in the Northeast—will be 
held June 2-4 at Paul Smith’s College Visi-
tor Interpretive Center in Paul Smiths, N.Y. 
The festival will feature field trips to boreal 
birding hot spots, informative lectures, 
workshops, a raffle, social hours, and more. 
Please contact Bernie Carr for more details.

Three Rivers Wildlife 
Management Area
Saturday, June 3 
Joe Brin 315-638-8309

Level hike that passes through woods and 
brushy fields. Good for many warblers and 
sparrows. There may be both Bald Eagle 
and Osprey nests. Easy terrain. Meet at 7:30 
a.m. at the east end of Kellogg Road, where 
it dead-ends into Sixty Road. Please contact 
Joe for additional details.

Allegany Nature Pilgrimage
Friday-Sunday, June 2-4 
www.alleganynaturepilgrimage.com/ 

Nature topics include trees, flowers, ferns, 
insects, birds, salamanders, reptiles, tracks 
and signs, mammals, geology, astronomy, 
ecology, and more.

Please contact the trip leader at least two 
days before the trip to sign up. Earlier sign 
up is always better; at times trips may fill 
up. Be considerate of these dedicated trip 
leaders and don’t call later than 9 p.m.

 If you have signed up for a trip and are  
unable to make it, please contact the leader 
as soon as possible to report that you are 
not coming.

Trip leaders may postpone or cancel trips at 
their discretion, usually due to bad weather. 
Please check Facebook and Twitter the 
evening before and morning of the trip for 
notice of possible trip changes.

eBird Tutorial Class 
Wednesday, February 15, 6:00-7:45 p.m. 
Salina Library 
100 Belmont St., Mattydale, N.Y.

Regional reviewer Dave Wheeler will host a 
hands-on eBird training and tutoring ses-
sion at the Salina Library in Mattydale. Bring 
your laptop computer (or tablet) and any 
bird sightings or checklists you may have 
and learn how to use this powerful tool de-
veloped by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. 
Dave will help you set up an account, enter 
sample checklists, and unlock eBird’s many 
ways to visualize data. If you’ve ever wanted 
to use eBird, this is a great chance to get 
started. Please e-mail Dave at Tigger64@
AOL.com or call 315-373-5350 for more info 
and to sign up. Note: Class size is limited.  

Derby Hill Bird Observatory
Saturday, April 1 and April 22 
Dave Wheeler 315-373-5350  
(Tigger64@AOL.com)

Join veteran hawk-watcher Dave Wheeler 
for a day at Derby Hill, which will be in its 
38th continuous season as one of North 
America’s best spring hawk counts. Dress 
very warmly, bring lunch and drinks, binocu-
lars, etc. We will meet at the site or carpool. 
Alternate date in case of bad weather will be 
the next day (Sunday), and we will get any 
late changes out on the Derby Hill Facebook 
page or Twitter.
Saturday, April 1, 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Early-migrating raptors will be on the move, 
including Red-shouldered Hawk, Rough-
legged Hawk, Northern Goshawk, and 
Golden Eagle. Black Vulture is a possibility 
too, as are large migrations of Turkey Vul-
tures, Crows, Robins, and Blackbirds. Dave 
will help spot birds, talk about field marks 
and flight dynamics, and provide insight into 
the world of hawk migration.  
Saturday, April 22, 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
This second field trip to Derby Hill will see 
all 15 regular raptor species possible. With 
good weather, thousands of Broad-winged 
Hawks may be seen going north from their 
South American wintering grounds. Hun-

mailto:Montezuma@audubon.org
http://www.alleganynaturepilgrimage.com/
mailto:Tigger64@AOL.com
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Green Lakes State Park
Sunday, June 4 
Jerry Case 315-687-9599

South Meadows Nature Area 
and Labrador Pond
Saturday, June 10 
Gene Huggins 315-696-8065  
(gwren70@aol.com)

Join Gene on a half-day trip to this 27-acre 
highland area for late spring migrants. 
One-hundred and nine species have been 
recorded from the nature area. Easy to 
moderate walk on a well-marked trail. South 
Meadows is under the Save the County 
Land Trust and is maintained by the Tully 
Action Group. 

Later on the same morning, we will be 
visiting Labrador Pond. Labrador Pond is a 
highland glacial kettle reminding visitors of 
those in the Adirondacks. Alder Flycatcher, 
Northern Waterthrush, and Canada Warbler 
are just some of the species we will see 
or hear. Please contact Gene for time and 
meeting place.

continued from page 7

Camillus Forest Unique Area 
Sunday, June 11 
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

This forest contains some of the tallest and 
oldest trees in Onondaga County. Although 
the reserve is called a forest, many parts 
of the hike will be through meadows and 
along open fields. This location is good 
for Baltimore Oriole, Scarlet Tanager, and 
Indigo Bunting, as well as Hooded, Blue-
winged, and Mourning Warblers. Trip should 
be three to four  hours, possibly longer de-
pending on which trails we take. Moderate 
to difficult due to some steep trails. Please 
contact Paul for more details.

3rd Annual Birdies for Birds 
Golf Fundraiser
Monday, June 12 
Chris Lajewski 315-365-3588  
(clajewski@audubon.org)

Benefiting Montezuma Audubon Center and 
Onondaga Lake Conservation Corps. For 
more information contact Chris Lajewski.

Green Lakes State Park
Saturday, June 17  
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Onondaga Lake  
West Shore Trail
Sunday, June 18 
Alison Kocek (akocek@gmail.com)  
602-402-2284

Alison will lead a field trip along Onondaga 
Lake’s West Shore Trail and to the Honey-
well Visitor Center to look for late spring mi-
grants, summer resident songbirds, and the 
ever-expanding population of water-birds 
using the newly restored shoreline. The walk 
is easy on an asphalt trail but may be long 
(up to four or five miles). This is a good trip 
for beginner to advanced birders of all ages.

Sterling Nature Center
Sunday, June 25 
Maryanne Adams 315-626-6368 
(goldtailedhermit@aol.com)

Maryanne will lead a beginner’s bird walk 
at Sterling Nature Center. Bring binoculars, 
water, and insect repellant. Nesting Great 
Blue Heron are possible at the rookery, as 
are many other nesting species.

mailto:gwren70@aol.com
mailto:clajewski@audubon.org
mailto:akocek@gmail.com
mailto:goldtailedhermit@aol.com



