
Winter Wonderland Programs  
Are you looking for something fun and exciting to do this 

winter? The Montezuma Audubon Center’s programs are a 

great way to explore the winter wonderland with friends and 

family! Join us for Hot Cocoa and Snow programs to explore 

the wild side of Montezuma on snowshoes. Hop in our van 

and tour Montezuma to experience majestic Bald Eagles, 

Hawks, Owls and waterfowl. Don’t miss the live owls that 

will be the stars of our Owl Prowl program. You can also rent 

snowshoes from us to explore the winter landscape on your 

own. Space is limited and registration is required for all pro-

grams. Programs will proceed with or without snow. Please 

call 315-365-3588 or e-mail montezuma@audubon.org.  

*Friends of the Montezuma Wetlands Complex receive a 

50% discount for programs marked with an asterisk.* 

 

Dec. 10, Saturday, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Montezuma Wine and Wings Tour  
Join us for the first raptor van tour 

of the season to look for elusive 

Short-eared Owls, Northern Harri-

ers, Bald Eagles, and more! During 

the tour, we’ll stop at the Montezu-

ma Winery for wine tastings and to 

learn how vineyards and Important Bird Areas happily exist 

side by side. Must be 21+.  Fee: $20/adult, includes tastings.  

 

Dec. 19, Monday  

Montezuma Christmas Bird Count 

The Christmas Bird Count (CBC) is a long-standing program 

of the National Audubon Society, with over 100 years of citi-

zen science involvement. It is an early-winter bird census 

where thousands of volunteers across the US, Canada and 

many countries in the Western Hemisphere go out over a 24-

hour period on one calendar day to count birds.  As the 

Christmas Bird Count enters its 117th year, birders of all ex-

perience levels are encouraged to join us to count Monte-

zuma’s wintering birds.     

 

Dec 30, Saturday, 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

Hot Cocoa and Snow - Snowshoe Hike  

Celebrate the New Year with our year-end 

snowshoe hike! Hike through snow muffled 

forests and grasslands and onward to the 

usually inaccessible Crusoe Lake to explore 

hearty winter birds and signs of active mam-

mals! After the hike, warm up with a cup of 

hot cocoa in the Center!  Fee with snowshoe rental: $6/child, 

$8/adult.  Fee without rental: $4/child, $6/adult. 

 

Jan. 12, Thursday, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Teacher Workshop:  PLT Environmental Experiences for 

Early Childhood 

Project Learning Tree created an early childhood curriculum 

and an accompanying music CD providing a valuable re-

source designed specifically for early childhood educators. 

This curriculum guide and music CD engages children ages 3 

to 6 in outdoor exploration and play. Eleven field-tested, 

hands-on activities showcase over 130 "early childhood expe-

riences" which integrate investigations of nature with art, lit-

erature, math, music and movement. Pre-registration is re-

quired. Fee: Free. 

 

Jan. 13, Friday 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Home School Nature Series: Wonder of Trees, Leaves, 

and Bark 

Homeschoolers ages 5-12 will learn what our trees are up to 

during the winter and how important they are to our wetlands.  

Homeschoolers will learn how to identify trees without their 

foliage. If there is snow, we will strap on snowshoes and ex-

plore Montezuma’s forests so be prepared to spend part of the 

program outside. Winter hats, gloves, scarves, jackets, and 

snow pants are a must! Fee with snowshoe rental: $10/

student, $5/adult. Fee without snowshoe rental: $8/student. 

 

Jan. 14, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Walking in a Winter Wineryland: Apple Station Winery 
Join us at The Apple Station Winery for this 

exciting and tasty event that will include a 

guided snowshoe hike through apple orchards 

and a Christmas tree grove.  Then, enjoy wine 

tastings for the adults and apple cider samples 

for the kids. We’ll wrap up the event with a 

live bird of prey presentation. The Apple Sta-

tion Winery is located at 5279 Cross Road, 

Cayuga, NY 13034. Space is limited. PRE-PAID RESER-

VATIONS REQUIRED prior to January 10th.   

Fee with snowshoe rental: $30/adult, $20/child. 

Fee without snowshoe rental: $25/adult, $15/child. 

 

Jan. 19, Thursday, 2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Montezuma Winter Raptor Tour 

Raptors invade the Montezuma Wetlands Complex each   

winter and now is a great time to see them! Hop in the Mon-

tezuma Audubon Center van for an excursion to our premier 

birding locations to encounter Short-eared Owls, Bald Eagles, 

Northern Harriers, Rough-legged Hawks and more! The tour 

will involve minimal walking.  Binoculars and birding guides 

will be provided. Fee: $8/child; $15/adult.  
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Jan. 19, Thursday, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Teacher Workshop:  Growing Up WILD 

Growing Up WILD is an award-winning environmental edu-

cation program for early childhood educators, teachers and 

youth leaders working with children ages 3 to 7. Participants 

will be trained in hands-on activities from the Growing Up 

WILD guide which contains 27 field-tested, hands-on, nature 

based activities which include crafts, art projects, music, con-

servation activities, reading and math connections and more. 

Activities are correlated to the National Association for the 

Education of Young Children Standards and the Head Start 

Domains.  Pre-registration is required. Fee: Free. 

 
Jan. 21, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Girl Scout Snowshoe Spectacular 

Girl Scouts of all ages are welcome to 

snowshoe through Montezuma’s forests 

and grasslands to read the stories left in the 

snow by our resident foxes, coyotes, rab-

bits, and birds. Scouts will also discover 

where reptiles and amphibians are hiding 

this winter season. After snowshoeing, Scouts will warm up 

with a delicious cup of hot cocoa in the Center! Fee with 

snowshoe rental: $10/Scout, $5/adult. Fee without snowshoe 

rental: $7/Scout.  

 

Jan. 21, Saturday, 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  

Owl Prowl 

Get up close to live owls during an indoor 

presentation by KrittrKris who will discuss 

what special adaptations these birds have to 

help them survive during the winter season 

and be successful hunters of the night. Then, 

join the Montezuma Audubon Center staff to search for en-

dangered Short-eared Owls in Montezuma’s grasslands. It 

will be a real hoot! Fee: $6/child, $8/adult, $25/family. 

 

Jan. 28, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Wild Game for the Big Game 

Have you heard of “living off the land”, 

“sustainable living” or the “locavore move-

ment”?  Growing, raising, and hunting your own 

food is not only cost effective, but leads to a 

healthier life.  Do you want to get involved but 

are not sure how? Join us for this new program that will be 

led by Montezuma’s wildlife experts. The morning session 

will highlight the proper way to harvest and store wild game. 

The afternoon session will showcase the proper cooking tech-

niques to ensure the tastiest meals. We will provide new and 

seasoned wild game chefs with fun recipes to serve at your 

upcoming football party to score a touchdown!  Lunch will 

be a locavore potluck, so please bring a small dish to pass.   

Space is limited. PRE-PAID RESERVATIONS  

REQUIRED.  Fee: $15/child, $20/adult. 

 

Feb. 2, Thursday, 2:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Cayuga Lake Waterfowl Tour 

Cayuga Lake is an Audubon designated Important Bird Area 

because of the incredible number of waterfowl that use the 

lake during the winter and migration seasons. Hop in the 

Montezuma Audubon Center van for an excursion to the 

northern part of the lake where up to 30 species of ducks, 

geese and swans can be seen. Bald eagles and other raptors 

are a possibility too! Binoculars and bird guides will be pro-

vided. Fee: $8/child, $15/adult.  

 

Feb. 4, Saturday 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  

Walking in a Winter Wineryland: Buttonwood Grove 

Join us at the Buttonwood Grove Winery for 

this fun and delicious event! Enjoy a guided 

snowshoe hike along the gorge trail, wine and 

cheese pairings and a live bird of prey presen-

tation. Buttonwood Grove Winery is located at 5986 State 

Route 89, Romulus, NY  14541.  Space is limited. PRE-

PAID RESERVATIONS REQUIRED prior to February 

1st. Fee with snowshoe rental: $30/adult, $20/child. 

Fee without snowshoe rental: $25/adult, $15/child. 

 

Feb. 10, Friday 10:00 a.m.– 12:00 p.m. 

Home School Nature Series:  Mysteries of Ice 

Homeschoolers ages 5-12 will learn about the amazing prop-

erties of water and how wetlands depend on it throughout the 

year.  We will strap on snowshoes and find out how birds, 

mammals, reptiles and amphibians are surviving the winter. 

Be prepared to spend this session outside; winter hats, 

gloves, scarves, jackets and snow pants are a must!  

Fee with snowshoe rental: $10/student, $5/adult. 

Fee without snowshoe rental: $8/student. 

 

Feb. 11, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

Nature of Montezuma Lecture Series:  Bird Banding 

with Dr. John Van Niel 

Dr. Van Niel, a Professor of Environmental 

Conservation at Finger Lakes Community 

College, will demonstrate how to safely cap-

ture and handle songbirds, explain the scien-

tific reasons for placing bands on birds and what information 

researchers can obtain from a bird "in the hand". Fee: $4/

child, $6/adult, $20/family, Free for Friends of the Montezu-

ma Wetlands Complex. 
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Feb. 18, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. / 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Sweetheart Snowshoe and Bird Friendly  

Chocolate Tasting  

Love is in the air this Valentine’s Day week-

end so bring your sweetheart, friends, neigh-

bors, and family for an adventure to explore 

Montezuma’s winter wonderland. Sample 

delicious bird friendly chocolates and dis-

cover how these sweet treats protect important habitats where 

our breeding warblers spend the winter months.  

Fee with snowshoe rental: $10/child, $12/adult. 

Fee without snowshoe rental: $8/child, $10/adult. 

 

Feb. 22, Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Winter Breakout Day Camp 

Winter Break is here and the fun is heating up! Students ages 

5-12 will enjoy a winter adventure program that includes 

snowshoeing, winter games, nature exploration, and nature 

crafts. Come for the day (bring a lunch) or just the morning 

or afternoon sessions. Fee: $30/whole day, $20/half day. 

 

Feb. 24, Friday, 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Montezuma Raptor Tour 

Raptors have invaded the Montezuma Wet-

lands Complex and now is a great time to see 

them! Hop in the Montezuma Audubon Cen-

ter van for an excursion to Montezuma’s 

premier birding locations to encounter Short-

eared Owls, Bald Eagles, Northern Harriers, 

Rough-legged Hawks and more! Binoculars 

and field guides will be provided.  

Fee: $8/child, $15/adult.  

 

Feb. 25, Saturday, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

Hot Cocoa and Snow - Snowshoe Night Hike  
A white blanket of snow covering the roll-

ing hills, the hoots from hunting owls, and 

twinkling stars overhead will set the scene 

for this guided hike through Montezuma’s 

forests and grasslands. Join us for a 1-mile 

hike over level terrain to explore the 

nighttime sights and sounds of these wild-

life habitats. Then, warm up with some hot cocoa. Fee 

with snowshoe rental: $6/child, $8/adult. Fee without rent-

al: $4/child, $6/adult.  
 

 

 

 

Mar. 1, Wednesday, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Cayuga Lake Birding Tour  

Cayuga Lake is an Audubon desig-

nated Important Bird Area because 

of the incredible number of water-

fowl that use the lake during winter 

and migration seasons.  Hop in the 

Montezuma Audubon Center van for an excursion to the 

northern part of the lake where up to 30 species of ducks, 

geese and swans can be seen. Bald eagles and other raptors 

are a possibility too! Participants are encouraged to bring 

their camera. Fee: $8/child; $15/adult.  

 

Mar. 10, Friday 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

Home School Nature Series:  Montezuma Van Tour 
Spring migration is underway and our marshes, ponds, fields 

and lakes are teeming with waterfowl.  Homeschoolers ages 5

-12 will ride in the MAC van and tour the Montezuma Wet-

lands Complex. Students will improve their bird identifica-

tion skills while viewing massive flocks of Snow Geese, Tun-

dra Swans and other birds during their long journey. Fee: $8/

student. 

 

Mar. 18, Saturday, 12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

St. Patrick's Day Wine and Wings Tour  
Wear your green and join us in the Montezu-

ma Audubon Center’s van to search for elu-

sive Short-eared Owls, Northern Harriers, 

Bald Eagles, and more! During the tour we’ll stop at the 

Montezuma Winery to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day while tast-

ing award winning wines and learning how vineyards and 

Important Birds Areas can exist side by side. Must be 21+.  

Fee $20/adult, includes wine tastings.  

 
Mar. 23, Thursday 4:00 p.m.– 6:00 p.m. 

Montezuma’s Migration Mania Tour   

The Montezuma Wetlands Complex is Audubon’s first glob-

ally significant Important Bird Area because of the incredible 

number of waterfowl that stop here during the spring and fall 

migrations. Enjoy a leisurely ride in the Montezuma Audu-

bon Center ‘s van for an excursion to Montezuma’s birding 

hot spots where hundreds of thousands of ducks, geese and 

swans can be seen. Bald Eagles, Short-eared Owls and other 

raptors are a possibility too! Binoculars and bird guides will 

be provided. Fee: $8/child; $15/adult.  
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Mar. 25, Saturday, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Boy Scout Merit Badge – Reptile and Amphibian Study  

Boy Scouts are invited to complete the Reptile and Amphibi-

an Study Merit Badge requirements during this fun and inter-

active program. Scouts will need to complete a few require-

ments prior to the program. As always, please be prepared to 

go outside. Fee: $8/scout. 

 

Mar. 28, Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Derby Hill Hawk Watch Trip 

Visit Lake Ontario for the spectacular spring raptor migration 

and leave the driving to us. Travel with other birders in our 

van to view thousands of Bald Eagles, Red-tailed Hawks, 

Sharp-shinned Hawks, Turkey Vultures and more! This pro-

gram is sponsored by the Onondaga Audubon Society. Please 

pack a lunch. Fee: $17.50/child, $25/adult. 

 

Apr. 1, Saturday, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Nature of Montezuma Lecture Series:  Finger Lakes Art-

ist David Beale 

David Beale, from Cortland, NY, is an award-

winning watercolor artist who captures the 

essence of the Finger Lakes.  His bold and 

dynamic paintings illustrate the beauty of the 

region.  Join us as David talks about his paint-

ings, not just of the Finger Lakes, but also from his travels 

around the world. Fee: $4/child, $6/adult, $20/family, *free 

for Friends of the Montezuma Wetlands Complex. 

 

Apr. 8, Saturday 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Girl Scouts Juniors’ Flower Badge 

Spring is here and Montezuma is in full bloom! Junior Scouts 

will complete the requirements for the Flower Badge with our 

fun and hands-on program while exploring woodland wild-

flowers. Troops and individual Scouts are welcome. Fee: $7/

Scout.  

 

Apr. 22 Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Derby Hill Hawk Watch Trip 

Visit Lake Ontario for the spectacular spring raptor migration 

and leave the driving to us. Travel with other birders in our 

van to view thousands of Bald Eagles, Broad-winged Hawks, 

Osprey and more! This program is sponsored by the Ononda-

ga Audubon Society. Please pack a lunch. Fee: $17.50/child, 

$25/adult. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



advocacy on behalf of areas sustaining important bird popu-

lations, engage millions of people of all ages and back-

grounds in conservation. www.audubon.org. 

 

 

Montezuma Audubon Center 

2295 State Route 89 

Savannah, NY 13146 

 

The Center is open Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

 

Visit http://ny.audubon.org/montezuma for more  

information about our facilities, trails, and events. 

 

The Montezuma Audubon Center is a state-owned facility 

operated through a cooperative agreement between the New 

York State Department of Environmental  

Conservation and the National Audubon Society. 

 

We’re Dedicated to Enhancing the Habitat of the Montezuma 

Wetlands Complex & Surrounding Important Bird Areas. The 

Montezuma Wetlands Complex is Audubon’s First Globally 

Significant Important Bird Area. 

 

Now in its second century, Audubon is dedicated to protect-

ing birds and other wildlife and the habitat that supports 

them. Our national network of community-based nature cen-

ters and chapters, scientific and educational programs, and  A Montezuma Sunset by Chris Lajewski 

Montezuma’s winter wonderland is waiting for you! 

https://nascas.audubon.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=2620bdea16d84376b0c48066502d26fe&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.audubon.org%2f
http://ny.audubon.org/montezuma


History of the Christmas Bird Count 
 
Prior to the turn of the 20th century, hunters engaged in a holiday tradition known as the Christmas 

"Side Hunt." They would choose sides and go afield with their guns—whoever brought in the biggest 

pile of feathered (and furred) quarry won. Conservation was in its beginning stages in that era, and many 

observers and scientists were becoming concerned about declining bird populations. Beginning on 

Christmas Day 1900, ornithologist Frank M. Chapman, an early officer in the then-nascent Audubon 

Society, proposed a new holiday tradition—a "Christmas Bird Census" that would count birds during the 

holidays rather than hunt them. 

 

So began the Christmas Bird Count. Thanks to the inspiration of Chapman and the enthusiasm of 

27 dedicated birders, 25 Christmas Bird Counts were held that day. The locations ranged from Toronto, 

Ontario to Pacific Grove, California with most counts in or near the population centers of northeastern 

North America. Those original 27 Christmas Bird Counters tallied around 90 species on all the counts 

combined.   

 

Each November, birders interesting in participating in the CBC can sign up and join in through the 

Audubon website. From December 14 through January 5 each year tens of thousands of volunteers 

throughout the Americas brave snow, wind, or rain, and take part in the effort. Audubon and other or-

ganizations use data collected in this long-running wildlife census to assess the health of bird popula-

tions, and to help guide conservation action.  

 

The data collected by observers over the past century allow Audubon researchers, conservation biolo-

gists, wildlife agencies and other interested individuals to study the long-term health and status of bird 

populations across North America. When combined with other surveys such as the Breeding Bird Sur-

vey, it provides a picture of how the continent's bird populations have changed in time and space over 

the past hundred years. The long term perspective is vital for conservationists. It informs strategies to 

protect birds and their habitat, and helps identify environmental issues with implications for people as 

well.  

 

What conservationists have learned through Christmas Bird Count data 

 Audubon’s 2014 Climate Change Report is a comprehensive, first-of-

its kind study that predicts how climate change could affect the ranges 

of 588 North American birds. Of the 588 North American bird species 

Audubon studied, more than half are likely to be in trouble. Our mod-

els indicate that 314 species will lose more than 50 percent of their cur-

rent climatic range by 2080. 

 The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has included Audubon's 

climate change work from CBC data as one of 26 indicators of climate 

change in their 2012 report. 

 In 2009 CBC data were instrumental in the collaborative report by the North American Bird Conser-

vation Initiative, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - State of the Birds 2009.  

 In 2007, CBC data were instrumental in the development of Audubon’s Common Birds in Decline 

Report, which revealed that some of America's most beloved and familiar birds have taken a 

nosedive over the past forty years. 

 

Glenn Bartley 



Dear Friend: 

 

Thank you for your past support of the Montezuma Audubon Center to help conserve and re-

store habitats for birds, other wildlife and our community! With your help, our center is able to 

provide a diverse array of habitat restoration, outdoor recreation and environmental education 

programs for over 15,000 people annually while serving as a gateway to the Montezuma Wet-

lands Complex, Audubon’s first globally significant Important Bird Area and one of the na-

tion’s largest conservation projects. With 50,000 acres of wetlands, forests, grasslands and pro-

ductive agricultural soils, the Montezuma Wetlands Complex serves as a vital migratory rest 

stop for millions of birds on an impressive journey along the Atlantic Flyway. During this holi-

day season, I want to let you know how grateful I am for your generous support! We could not 

do all of this without you! 

 

It is no exaggeration to say that people from all over the world visit the Montezuma Audubon 

Center to see millions of migratory birds. In the last year, our guests have come from Italy, Ger-

many, England, India and other distant locales. One of the most frequent questions our guests 

ask us is, “Where can I see a Bald Eagle?” We are very fortunate to be able to send guests to 

our wetlands where a pair of Bald Eagles nest every year and are regularly seen soaring over the 

Center with their young. Additionally, there are nine other Bald Eagle nests around the Monte-

zuma Wetlands Complex where visitors can witness our national bird gliding majestically. But 

it wasn’t always this way. 

 

Just a short 40 years ago, Bald Eagles were on the verge of extinction and only one pair nested 

in New York State. For centuries, people in this country destroyed Bald Eagle habitat by cutting 

down the largest canopy trees and draining wetlands. Additionally, our national bird was hunted 

for fun and for their prized feathers. But the final straw came after World War II when DDT 

pesticide contaminated their ecosystems. DDT worked up the food chain and made Bald Eagle 

eggs so fragile that they cracked under the adult Bald Eagle’s weight. The number of Bald Ea-

gles in our country dropped from 100,000 in the late 1700s to about 1,000 in the 1960s. Our 

national symbol was nearly gone! That is, until the citizens of our nation rose up together and in 

one voice said, “Enough!” 

 

Together, we decided to conserve Bald Eagle habitat instead of destroy it.  

Together, we enacted laws that made it illegal to hunt our national bird.  

Together, we passed legislation that prohibited the sale of DDT in America. 

 

These changes put the Bald Eagle on a new trajectory but our bird was still in trouble. There-

fore, to ensure the Bald Eagle experienced a full and complete recovery, a first of its kind rein-

troduction program began at the Montezuma Wetlands Complex in 1976. With thousands of 

acres of healthy wetlands, clean water and an abundant fish supply, 23 young Bald Eagles from 

the Midwest and Maryland were brought to the Montezuma Wetlands Complex during the next 

four years to bring our national symbol back from the brink of extinction. This program was so 

successful, it was brought to other parts of New York State. Now, we can proudly say that there 



are 10 Bald Eagle nests at the Montezuma Wetlands Complex and over 250 pairs across New 

York State! That is a conservation success story we can all be proud of! 

 

It is a story we tell almost every day at the Montezuma Audubon Center. We are privileged to 

talk about the Bald Eagle with nearly 1,000 school students, 200 Boy and Girl Scouts, about 

100 home-schoolers, and almost 50 summer campers that join us for programs throughout the 

year. These youth are the future of this country and will be responsible for taking care of our 

land, water, air and wildlife.  

 

Please consider making a donation to the Montezuma Audubon Center to help us inspire the 

future stewards of our planet to protect the birds, other wildlife and the habitats we all share. 

You can make your tax deductible gift today using the attached reply card or our secure online 

donation form at http://ny.audubon.org/montezuma. With your support, we will work tirelessly 

to ensure that Bald Eagles and all birds continue to soar over the Montezuma Wetlands Com-

plex and beyond!  

 

Thank you for your friendship and support of the Montezuma Audubon Center! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Lajewski 

Center Director 

 
 

NYSDEC Wildlife Biologist Frank Morlock teaches 

our home-schoolers about waterfowl and bird migra-

tion. 

Bald Eagles by John Hunter. 


