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to survey the diversity and abundance of urban birds. He will discuss
how these bird populations might
have been influenced by growth and
development in a city dating back
800 years.

Automated Monitoring
of Nocturnal Migrants at
Derby Hill
Onondaga Free Library
4840 W. Seneca Turnpike, Syracuse, N.Y.

Numerous species of songbird
migrate at night, posing visual detection issues. However, many species
give short vocalizations as they
fly that can be captured by microphones aimed at the sky and recorded.
Distinctive call-types within these
recordings can be detected and
classified by computer software. Bill
Evans, creator of Old Bird Inc., has
used acoustic monitoring to better
understand bird migration for over
20 years. In 2012, he placed an automated monitoring station atop an
outbuilding at Onondaga Audubon’s
Derby Hill Bird Observatory, and he
will speak to us about the results of
the first five years of fall nocturnal
flight call data that he recovered
from this station.

Impacts of Urbanization
on Birds of Ireland
Wed., October 12, 6:30 p.m.

Manlius Library
1 Arkie Albanese Ave, Manlius, N.Y.

In this increasingly urbanized world,
understanding the dynamics of
urban wildlife populations and communities is important for developing
future conservation strategies. An
Onondaga Audubon board member
and assistant professor at LeMoyne
College, Jason Luscier is particularly interested in how urbanization
affects wildlife populations and
biodiversity at different cities around
the globe. This past summer, Jason
traveled to the city of Cork, Ireland,

Local count compilers are listed
below. Contact them to be a part of
this important citizen science project.

Clinton

Saturday, December 17, 2016
Matt Perry 315-796-2233

AMANDA CHEESEMAN

Wed., September 14, 6:30 p.m.

CH RIST MAS
B IRD COU N TS

Cortland

Saturday, December 17, 2016
Matt Young may6@cornell.edu

Montezuma

Monday, December 19, 2016
Chris Lajewski 315-365-3580, x200

New Woodstock

To be announced
Matt Young may6@cornell.edu

Oneida

A Brush with Bunnies:
Perils Faced by
New England Cottontails
in New York’s
Changing Landscape
Wed., November 9, 6:30 p.m.
Marcellus Free Library
32 Maple St, Marcellus, N.Y.

Amanda Cheeseman is a doctoral
candidate at SUNY-ESF studying
the ecology of the declining New
England cottontail and its responses
to the many obstacles hindering its
recovery, including invasive species, ever-present habitat loss, and a
fragmented landscape. As part of a
multistate coalition of researchers,
she is discovering new aspects of
New England cottontail biology and
researching methods to recover our
only native cottontail.

Sunday, January 1, 2017
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871

Oswego

Sunday, December 18, 2016
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871

Rome

Sunday, December 18, 2016
Bruce Carpenter 315-271-9073

Skaneateles

Monday, January 2, 2017
John Cashier 315-469-3314

Syracuse

Saturday, December 17, 2016
Kevin McGann 315-635-7013

Thousand Island

To be announced
Josh Van Wieren 613 923-5261 x113
josh.vanwieren@pc.gc.ca

Watertown

Saturday, December 17, 2016
Bill Haller 315-778-1484
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BIRD FEST IVAL

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The fifth annual Onondaga Audubon
Bird Festival at Derby Hill took place
May 14. Although there was a bit of
rain, participants and visitors maintained their enthusiasm and everyone had a enjoyable time.

Chomppers Smokin’ Barbeque.
Lucky ticket holders and high bidders went home with some exciting
items from our prize drawings and
silent auction.

Once again, our generous sponsors
contributed needed funds to help
cover the cost of essentials.

To become a member of Onondaga Audubon
Society, please send your name, address,
and a check for $15 payable to Onondaga
Audubon Society to the address below.
Chapter-only members receive The Kestrel
newsletter. For information on National
Audubon Society membership, please visit
audubon.org. Joint members with National
Audubon receive The Kestrel plus Audubon
magazine.

Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 620
Syracuse, NY 13201
Stay in touch
Letters to the editor may be sent to
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com or to the
address above.

People with amazing talents brought
their nature photography, art, pottery, hand-blown glass, jewelry, and
other handcrafted items. One table
offered honey and honey products.

Visit our website: OnondagaAudubon.org
If you would like to receive The Kestrel by
email only, please send your request to
OnAudubonMembership@yahoo.com.
If you would like to receive email
reminders about public programs and field
trips, send an email to
OAS.Programs@gmail.com with the word
Subscribe in the subject line.
Problems with subscriptions should
be referred to the membership chair at
OnAudubonMembership@yahoo.com.
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Throughout the day, sharp-eyed
volunteers stood by their spotting
scopes on the bluff to identify distant birds on the lake.

MICHELE NELIGAN

Donate
If you would like to help us achieve our
mission, you can do so by mailing a check to:

A variety of groups at seven educational and information tables provided materials and shared ideas with
visitors. Above, two visitors study
the display from the Great Swamp
Conservancy in Canastota.

There were more activities for kids to
enjoy than ever before. Above, some
youngsters are engaged in a naturerelated activity. Many of them also
had fun getting their faces painted.
People raved about the pulled pork
and other tasty fare prepared by

By Alison Kocek
President

No one needed binoculars to get
great looks at the birds of prey avian
educator Rick West brought to the
event. On the other hand, binoculars
were quite useful during the six bird
and nature walks led by experienced
birders from the chapter. Some lovely
migrants were spotted, including a
gorgeous male Cape May Warbler

Join

Volunteer
If you would like to talk to a committee chair
about how you might help, contact
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com, and a
representative will contact you.

Greetings and
Thank You

Rain Did Not Dampen Enthusiasm

MICHELE NELIGAN

Thomas Riley, Alison Kocek

MICHELE NELIGAN

The Kestrel
Editors

“Answer guy” Gerry Smith and official hawk-counter David Wheeler
fielded questions from attendees
about birds and the history of Derby
Hill. On festival day, Dave Wheeler
counted 340 raptors flying overhead; the majority were were Broadwinged Hawks, Turkey Vultures, and
Sharp-shinned Hawks. In addition,
around 2,500 Blue Jays migrated
along the shore, below the bluff.
Thanks go out to all the volunteers
who worked so hard to make the festival a success. We also wish to thank
the Montezuma Audubon Center for
providing a shuttle van and driver
as well as tables and binoculars. It
was a team effort and worth all the
time it took to put things together.
Next year’s festival will take place on
Saturday, May 13. Please join us!
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First, I would like to give my utmost
thanks to the nominating committee and the chapter membership for
electing me president of Onondaga
Audubon. I am extremely honored
to be given this great opportunity. I
would also like to thank Paul Richardson for his exceptional leadership
over the past three years and for
continuing to serve in a new role as
treasurer. I am also grateful to have
such a strong board of directors,
each bringing an indispensable talent to the society.
For those who do not already know
me, I am a doctoral candidate at
SUNY-ESF in the environmental and
forest biology department. I have
been leading projects studying birds
for the past 12 years and hope to
continue to perform conservationbased research in the future. As
president of Onondaga Audubon,
I will use my skills to help the society
push for the conservation and proper
stewardship of the land and wildlife
of Central and Northern New York.
It is with a heavy heart that I
announce that Niles Brown and
Thomas Riley will be retiring from
the board of directors this year, but
we are overjoyed that Tom will be
remaining as communications manager and creator of this fine newsletter. Both Tom and Niles are recipients of Onondaga Audubon’s 2016
Service Award for their many years
of outstanding service to the chapter,
for which we are extremely grateful.
I would also like to welcome a new
board member, Jason Luscier, assistant professor at LeMoyne College in
the biological sciences department.
In January, Paul Richardson, Gerry
Smith, and Carol Adams of the
Kirkland Bird Club participated in a
Climate Watch pilot program by conducting Bluebird counts. These initial
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winter counts will be used in a long
term study of potential movement
of this species winter range due to
climate change.
Onondaga Audubon secured a minigrant through Audubon New York to
map nesting and roosting locations
of Chimney Swifts in the greater Syracuse area this summer. The project
idea was born from events in Solvay
last summer, where a chimney cap
was demanded by the municipality
to keep neighbors safe from a large
number of presumed bats, which
turned out to be swifts. I am happy
to report that the chimney in question has not been capped, and it was
among those mapped this summer.
Many thanks to Gerry Smith, Michael
Schummer, and Cody Nichols for
their efforts on this project.
In March, I attended the spring
meeting of the Audubon Council of
New York State, which focused on
native-plant habitat gardening for birds
and pollinators. This inspired me to
look for ways to augment our own
focus on native plants. Diane Emord
came up with the idea that Derby
Hill be certified and registered as an
official Monarch Waystation. Special
thanks to Diane for all the legwork
she did to make this happen.
Thanks also to Paul Richardson, who
stepped in and ran our well-received
Onondaga Audubon Raptor Academy this past spring, providing three
indoor classes as well as trips to
Derby Hill.
I’m pleased to announce that
Jonathan Kresge was selected as
our 2016 Ruth Engelbrecht Memorial Scholarship recipient. Jonathan
works with at-risk students at the
seventh and eighth grade levels. He
is looking forward to incorporating
what he learns at Hog Island as he
introduces his students to nature
education.
On Saturday, May 14, we held the
2016 Onondaga Audubon Bird Festival at Derby Hill. Many thanks to
Maryanne Adams, Renee Kittleman,
and their committee for all their hard
work and dedication in organizing
this event.

This summer, Piping Plover were
again observed on New York’s eastern Lake Ontario shoreline. I spent
several days at Sandy Island State
Park observing these birds’ behaviors, gathering band information, and
even finding a nest. (More information in the conservation column.)
The chapter has been keeping a
watchful eye on the placement of
the loop-the-lake trail being built
around Onondaga Lake. Onondaga
Audubon is committed to working
with Onondaga County to ensure
that any remaining trail placement
has as little impact as possible on
the wildlife and native habitat surrounding the lake. We are especially
concerned about trail placement
near Murphy’s Island, which could
cause a loss of mature trees and
disturb wintering Bald Eagles. It has
been stated by Onondaga County
Executive Joanie Mahoney that
trail plans will be made so as not to
impact these imperiled birds, and
Onondaga Audubon will work closely
with the county to provide guidance
for trail placement to ensure the
eagles’ safety and continued presence on Onondaga Lake. Members
who wish to become part of important environmental activities on
Onondaga Lake might want to join
the Onondaga Lake Conservation
Corps (OLCC). Please contact the
Montezuma Audubon Center (montezuma@audubon.org) if interested
in participating.
Program and field trip attendance
has been growing in the Syracuse
area recently. Onondaga Audubon
would like to expand our outreach
into other parts of our service area.
Anyone who might be interested
in becoming a program/field trip
liaison in Cayuga or Oneida Counties
is encouraged to contact me at OAS.
Programs@gmail.com).
In closing, Onondaga Audubon is
dedicated to supporting its members as well as the environment. I
look forward to receiving your input
on what you would like to see from
Onondaga Audubon in the future,
and hopefully we can work together
to make it happen.
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2016 Season Update
By David Fitch
Sanctuary Chair

The 2016 spring migration count
finished on May 31, and contract
counter David Wheeler has written
the report summarizing the season
count. A printed copy of the report,
which will appear in The Roughleg
newsletter, is scheduled for release
in March 2017. For those interested
in reading the report before this
date or those not on the mailing
list, the report may be accessed on
the Onondaga Audubon website in
the Derby Hill section. Thank you
to all who assisted David with the
count. The lack of snowpack allowed
the hill to firm up in March so that
parking on the north lookout could
be permitted earlier than usual. We
appreciate those who complied with
our parking guidelines and those
who helped make the sanctuary a
welcoming site for visitors.
During the spring migration season,
Onondaga Audubon president Paul
Richardson stepped in to present
Onondaga Audubon’s second Raptor
Academy to a group of interested
birders. His approach of conducting
field trips in the metropolitan Syracuse area, as well as at Derby Hill,
afforded registrants the opportunity
to observe raptors in urban settings
such as Onondaga Lake, the
Creekwalk, and downtown. Paul’s
efforts to ensure that the academy
went forward are commendable.
Thanks to the initiative and efforts of
Onondaga Audubon board member
Diane Emord, Derby Hill has been
registered as a certified Monarch
Waystation. Diane is not alone in
having noticed the migration of monarch’s through the sanctuary fields;
and the site’s favorable habitat as a
monarch roost site was reported as
early as 2014. The Onondaga Audubon board was quick to endorse her
recommendation and pleased to
participate in monarch conservation.
To learn more about the significance
4

of this designation, visit www.MonarchWatch.org.
I regret to inform readers that some
recent illegal dumping has made it
necessary to temporarily restrict
vehicular access to the third-field
parking area at the south end of the
north lookout parcel. We plan to
re-open the access road for the 2017
spring migration. In the interim,
access for permitted uses may be
arranged by contacting me or Gerry
Smith. Perhaps this is a good place
to mention that Onondaga Audubon’s sanctuaries are carry in/carry
out sites, having no refuse collection
service. If you bring something to
these properties, please take it with
you when you leave.
Since the spring edition of this newsletter, Onondaga Audubon’s dean of
Derby Hill Bird Observatory migration, Gerry Smith, has authored a
series of papers entitled “Derby Hill
Reflections,” which document his
observations of raptor species over
several decades. I believe that anyone with an interest in raptors and
their patterns of migration will find
these papers informative. Here’s
one of my personal favorite excerpts:
“Derby Hill Bird Observatory and
Hawk Ridge, Duluth, Minnesota, are
probably the best places in eastern
North America to observe migrating Rough-legs. Fifty or sixty on
good days is not uncommon, but
those numbers in a day would cause
apoplexy at most other eastern
hawk-watch sites. In 1981 an intense
late-February warm system resulted
in more than 160, primarily adults,
passing Derby Hill in a single day.
This record still stands, and as Fritz
Scheider said to the small number
of people present, ‘enjoy, you may
never see this again.’ To date no one
has.”
I encourage readers to access
Gerry’s papers at OnondagaAudubon.org under Reflections in the
Derby Hill section.
On our agenda for sanctuary management of invasive species is the
control of phragmites within the
Sage Creek marsh. We can see the
positive results of water chestnut
removal over the past two summers

BIRDATHON

in the creek. We hope to achieve
similar results with phragmites before it becomes overwhelming.

Early May Weather
DAVID FITCH

SA NCTUAR I ES

Earlier in the year it was brought
to our attention that the display
board posted at Onondaga Audubon’s Noyes Sanctuary parking lot
had been damaged by vandals. The
board has been replaced with a new
one. During several visits to this site
I have been impressed by the quiet,
solitude, and wildlife observation opportunities that can be experienced
there. We had received feedback
from some visitors that the abundance of poison ivy along the trails
was a deterrent, so last summer we
had trail borders treated. On a recent
visit I noticed that, while the treatment was effective in several areas,
additional treatment is needed. I
will arrange for this, but visitors are
cautioned to wear long pants and to
avoid contact with the plant. It is also
evident that the Noyes Sanctuary
trails suffer from a lack of use and
attention. Some trail sections have
become overgrown, have fallen trees
and branches across them and are
difficult to follow. I am looking for a
few volunteers who would be willing
to participate in a workday at this
sanctuary this fall. Interested parties
can reach me at 657-2040. Noyes
Sanctuary, located off Nine Mile
Point Road in the Town of New
Haven, is a unique property with an
interesting history. I have asked Gerry Smith, who is an Onondaga Audubon past-president, to document
at his convenience how the sanctuary came into Onondaga Audubon
ownership and what Richard Noyes’s
intentions were for our stewardship.
For those who would like to know
more, watch for his report on our
website in the coming months.
T H E K EST R E L | FA L L / W IN T E R 20 16

Thirty Birdathon teams went out
this year on May 21, the latest May
date for the event and fairly late
into the migration season. Weather
conditions in the region were generally cool, windy, and overcast. The
63 birders found 190 species in all,
which was well below the average
from recent years but not unexpected for the date.
With Jefferson and Lewis counties fully in play, the Jeffersonlian
Divers put together a strong team
and led the scoring at 155 species,
three short of the all-time record. In
Region 5, We See-Gulls put in a good
showing, placing second overall at

141 species, with Archaeopteryx hot
on their tail at 140. The Jeffersonlian
Divers also dominated the singles
categories with seven species, mostly
water birds. Looking back nine
years, this is the highest number of
singles for one team and possibly an
all-time record.

E DUCAT I O N

The Clark(e)’s Nutcracker award
for best bird went this year to the
Uncommon Mergs for their Snowy
Egret. In the specialty awards
department, Osprey Can You See
continued to dominate the most
birds / least miles category at 100
species even. Lastly and with due
apologies, the ignoble honor for best
team name went to American Widgeon, Stay Away From Me!

This summer, the National Park
Service (NPS) celebrated its 100th anniversary. Created on August 26, 1916,
the NPS was originally charged with
protecting 35 national parks and monuments, most located in the western
U.S. Today that number has swelled to
412, including national parks, battlefields, historic sites, and scenic rivers.
At a time when much concern exists
about connecting current and future
generations with the great outdoors,
our national parks and other protected
areas are gems in what can sometimes
seem a bleak future for conservation
and outdoor enthusiasts.

Submitted by Ken and Rose Burdick,
Birdathon coordinators.

Team, Members, Territory*

Species

American Widgeon Stay Away From Me! (Jonathan Kresge, Tom Meier)

117

Archaeopteryx (Marty Mau, Mickey Scilingo, Chris Spagnoli)
Onondaga, Oswego Counties

140

The BirdBrains (Al Bremmer & Kate Timm) Sterling

79

Bird-in-Some Hand (Daniel Leete) Lebanon property

73

The Blackburnians (Janet Needham McGraw, Jane Needham)

69

Bluebirds (James Burns, Pat Burns, John Rogers)

119

Singles
1

1

BOBO Fête (Ken Burdick, Dave Graham)

97

1

Bushwacking Fool (Dan Crane) Pepperbox Wilderness

49

2

Cello (Joseph Brin)

103

Green Heron (David Wheeler) Derby Hill Bird Observatory

82

Hawkward & Heisenbird (Dan Wood, Tammy Wood) Cayuga,
Onondaga, Oswego Counties

126

Hen Solo (Lin Garrepy) City of Syracuse yard

29

Hooded Warbler (Marge Rusk) City of Syracuse yard

1

8

Jeffersonlian Divers (Sue Adair, Jeff Bolsinger, Greg Lawrence, Tony
Shrimpton) Jefferson County

155

Ladder Backed Wood Bakers (Rick Back, Peggy Baker, Phil Baker, Stephen Baker)

111

Lookin’4Hooters (Frank Brosch, Stephen Schwab, Chris Stanger) Cayuga, Onondaga, Oswego Counties

132

Mad Cowbirds (Dave Baldrini, John Moore, John H. Moore)

100

1

Marsh Madness (Dave Ryan, Jeanne Ryan, Sarah Stuart)

103

1

Oran Station (Kyle Buelow) Oran Station Rd. property

43

Osprey Can You See (Dave Nash) Clay Marsh, Onondaga Lake Marina

100

Streaky Sparrow (Abigail Darrah) Jefferson, Onondaga, Oswego Counties

121

Team Loonatics (Debbie & Emma Rahalski)

102

Too Much (Maryanne Adams, Ken Hodgson)

91

The Uncommon Mergs (Dennis Anderson, Matt Voelker) Herkimer, Madison, Oswego, Oneida Counties

136

We See-Gulls (Wayne Fidler, Mark Magistro, Mary Magistro) Oswego County.

141

What the Hawk? (Carla Bregman, Jane Fagerland) Onondaga County.

80

What Was That Bird? (Ann Chadderdon, June Cowles, Eileen Kampf)

72

Wood Warblers (Kathy Strickland, Judy Thurber) Oswego County

98

Woodcocks(Kevin McGann, Bill Purcell) Lewis County

106

Wrenegades (Charlie Baker, Faith Baker, Jim Baker)

100

7

1
2
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Every Kid in a Park
Kim Farrell
Education Chair

In 2015, visits to our national parks
reached to more than 307 million.
National park attendance increased
by 14 million between 2014 and 2015 a
surge due in part to several campaigns
by the NPS, such as Every Kid in a
Park, where fourth graders can receive
a free pass to any national park (see
https://www.everykidinapark.gov/).
Yes, challenges exist when park attendance increases, including long traffic
lines, increased wait times, and more
stress to wildlife, but having people experience these incredible public places
is central to their preservation.
Balancing human access to national
parks with the mission of the NPS,
whose stated purpose is to conserve
scenery, wildlife, and natural and historical objects so they can be enjoyed
now and in the future, will always be a
challenge. But for now let’s celebrate
that more and more Americans are
getting outdoors and educating themselves on the beauty and value of the
incredible lands in our national park
system. And don’t let long lines scare
you; with 414 sites to choose from,
there are still many undiscovered
areas to be explored. Go to https://
www.nps.gov to find out more.

* Territories are multicounty in NYSOA Region 5 except as noted.
T HE KEST R E L | FA L L / W IN T E R 20 16
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Forests and Beaches
By Maryanne Adams
Conservation Chair

New Statewide Management Plan
New York’s Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has
begun implementing a new program
called the Young Forest Initiative
(YFI). The goal of the program is to
restore and maintain young forest
habitat on 10 percent of the land
within each Wildlife Management
Area (WMA) in New York. Young
forest is characterized as having
a dense understory composed of
a mixture of seedlings, saplings,
shrubs, vines, grasses, and flowering plants. After 10 years, a forest
is no longer considered “young.”
According to the DEC, this initiative
addresses the declining amount
of young forest in the state and
provides habitat for key species
of conservation interest, including
American Woodcock, Golden-winged
Warbler, New England cottontail,
Ruffed Grouse, varying (snowshoe)
hare, white-tailed deer, Whip-poorwill, and Wild Turkey.
One way to create young forest is to
remove mature forest. This is what
will happen in the Tug Hill WMA in
order to attain the arbitrary goal
of 10 percent young forest within
its boundaries. Patch clear-cuts
of mature forest on approximately
400 acres of the Tug Hill will begin
as soon as the plan is approved. Is
the YFI a good idea or a bad one?
There is no simple answer, and the
devil is in the details. The worrisome detail with regard to the Tug
Hill WMA management plan is that
much of the acreage around it is already young forest. By clear-cutting
so much mature forest within the
management area, will more be lost
than is gained? This plan will receive
enthusiastic support from those
wishing to produce more grouse,
turkey, and other game animals.
Unfortunately this increased abun6

dance of generalists will come at the
expense of mature forest specialist
species like the Black-throated Blue
Warbler, Red-shouldered Hawk, and
Swainson’s Thrush. These species
will lose suitable breeding habitat
under this plan.
Onondaga Audubon is in favor of
YFI in many areas, as the creation
of suitable habitat for species like
Golden-winged Warbler and Whippoor-will would be a good thing.
However, we believe this should
be determined on a case-by-case
basis, performed in locations with a
need for YFI, and include a corridor
for imperiled species that need it to
access it. According to the details of
this management plan, “YFI target
species selected for Tug Hill WMA,
which may be assessed to determine
response to management, include:
American Woodcock, Ruffed Grouse,
Varying (snowshoe) hare.”
One might wonder why the YFI is
being applied to all WMAs without
adequate consideration of the context of the surrounding landscape/
habitat. Onondaga Audubon will be
monitoring these activities carefully, and we would love to get more
chapter members involved. There
will be public hearings to share the
plans that have been drawn up for
each WMA, and public comments
will be accepted. Please read the
plans for yourself (http://www.dec.
ny.gov/press/press.html), check the
Onondaga Audubon website and
social media pages for information
about dates for upcoming hearings,
and then share your opinion.
Piping Plovers
In 1983, there were only 12 breeding
pairs of Piping Plover in the entire
Great Lakes region. The population
has since increased to 71 known
pairs in 2016, The species remains
listed as endangered in New York
State as well as federally, due to
numbers that are still too low to
sustain the population naturally. As
these birds nest on the same sandy
beaches that the public uses for
recreation, they are very susceptible

to human disturbance. This is why
Audubon New York, Onondaga Audubon, the state DEC, and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) have
teamed up to monitor and safeguard
Piping Plover nests in the eastern
Lake Ontario dune system. 2015 was
the first year that a pair of Piping Plover had returned to this system since
the early 1980s, successfully rearing
one chick.

nests failed this year, likely due to
predators. While this news is devastating to us all, we retain hope
that the birds will return in 2017 for
another try. Although it might seem
like a lot of effort and manpower
has been expended to save just a
few birds, we at Onondaga Audubon
believe that every species is precious We are proud to be part of the
continued existence of the Great
Lakes Piping Plover and look forward
to working with the many partners
managing them next year. For more
on this story, please visit our website, www.OnondagaAudubon.org

This year two pair of Piping Plover
returned to our Ontario Lakeshore.
Their nesting areas were roped off
to the public to prevent disturbance
of the birds and to ensure no one
accidentally stepped on their cryptically colored eggs or chicks. Park
staff/volunteers, dune stewards, and
Audubon volunteers were on hand
daily to monitor the nesting areas
and ensure that the public was mindful
of the birds while enjoying the beach.
ALISON KOCEK

CONS ERVAT I O N

Chimney Swifts
Onondaga Audubon is interested
in identifying Chimney Swift roosting locations in Syracuse and its
environs. If you have information on
roosting locations, we would appreciate your sharing it with us. Please
contact Cody Nichols by email at
cdnichols172@live.com, including
roosting dates and specific locations.

Upcoming Events
20th Annual Montezuma Muckrace
Friday and Saturday, September 16 and 17

This Big Day competition begins at 7:00 p.m. Friday, and runs for 24 hours.
Teams will compete to see who can see the most species within the Montezuma
Wetlands Complex in Cayuga, Wayne, and Seneca counties.
There will be five categories in which to compete: Competitive, Low Carbon (no
cars used), Recreational, Family/Mentor, Photo
See more at: http://friendsofmontezuma.org/projects-programs/muckrace/

Happy Owl-ween: Live Owl Program
Saturday, October 22, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Jean Soparano will have live owls on display during her presentation about the
silent hunters of the night. Then from 7:00-8:00, join the Montezuma Audubon
Center staff for an owl prowl around the woods and grasslands in search of the
wild owls of Montezuma. Fee: $6.00/child, $8.00/adult, $25.00/family. Space is
limited and registration is required.
For more information, call 315-365-3580 or e-mail montezuma@audubon.org.
Additional programs will be posted at: http://ny.audubon.org/montezuma.

FALL/WINTER FIELD TRIPS continued on page 8
Onondaga Audubon field trips
Green Lakes State Park
are free and open to the public.
New birders and non-birders
are welcome.

For information on other field trips
and events please visit us online at
www.onondagaaudubon.com/birding/field-trips/
One volunteer steward is Alison Kocek, our newly elected chapter president. She took several trips to Sandy
Island Beach State Park, observing
the birds’ behaviors, gathering band
information, and even finding a
nest.She hopes that the public can
understand that, even though these
birds do cause restrictions to recreation on the beaches where they
nest, they can also bring a sense of
pride to upstate New Yorkers, who
now know that our state parks can
provide the habitat to such a rare
species after so long an absence.

Please contact the trip leader at
least two days before trip to sign
up. Earlier sign-up is always better;
at times trips may fill up. Also be
considerate of these dedicated birders and don’t call later than 9 p.m.
Thanks and happy birding!

This hike will take from 3 to 5 hours
(or more) depending on trail length
and weather conditions. It is highly
recommended that participants
bring their own water and insect
repellant. Please contact Paul for
details and specific time and meeting place.

Creekwalk/
Onondaga Lake

Saturday, September 24
Paul Richardson: 315-488-5022
A field trip to Onondaga Lake
to look for waterfowl and late
migrating songbirds. Please
contact Paul for details and specific
time and meeting place.

Despite these protections, both
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Saturday, September 10
Paul Richardson: 315-488-5022
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Onondaga Lake
West Shore Trail

Saturday, October 8
Alison Kocek akocek@gmail.com,
602-402-2284
A field trip to Onondaga Lake’s
Visitor Center and West Shore Trail.
This five-mile round trip is on an
easy, paved walking trail and will
afford looks at waterfowl, resident
birds, and late fall migrants. This
trip is great for beginning birders.
Please contact Alison for more
details and meeting location.

Derby Hill or
Southeastern
Lake Ontario Area

Saturday, October 22
Gerry Smith: 315-771-6902
Depending on wind conditions at
Derby Hill, the trip may stay primarily at Derby (to look for Jaegers and
other pelagic species) or move on
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P.O. Box 620
Syracuse, NY 13201

WI NTER F I E L D T R I PS
to southeastern Lake Ontario to
look for late shorebirds, waterfowl,
and raptors. Please contact Gerry for
more details

Fair Haven Beach S.P.,
Little Sodus Bay, and
Barrier Bar Park
Saturday, November 19
Gene Huggins: 315-696-8065

Gene will be leading his traditional
field trip to look for Purple
Sandpipers. Please bring a lunch
and dress very warmly. Migrating
waterfowl, Red-throated Loon, Bald
Eagle, Dunlin, and Snow Buntings are
just some of the birds possible to see
on this trip. There is the possibility
of a Snowy Owl on the dunes. Please
contact Gene for details and meeting
place. Easy walking.
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continued from page 7

Point Peninsula and
Jefferson County
Sunday, December 4
Gerry Smith 315-771-6902

Gerry will lead a trip to the Point
Peninsula and Jefferson County
region to look for late passerine
migrants, including sparrows,
raptors, and waterfowl. Please
contact Gerry for more details.

Creekwalk and
Syracuse Inner Harbor
Saturday, January 14
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Paul Richardson will lead a hike to
the Onondaga Lake shoreline where
wintering Bald Eagles roost. He will
also head to the Syracuse Inner
Harbor to look for waterfowl and
wintering gulls. Please dress warmly.
Contact Paul for additional details.

North Country
Winter Raptors

Sunday, January 22
Michele Neligan 315-450-6860 and
Rose DeNeve
Michele and Rose will lead a trip to
northwestern Jefferson County for
winter hawks, open country birds,
and waterfowl. Snowy Owl is possible, with other northern species
likely. This trip will be primarily by
car and is weather dependent. There
may also be an option to extend the
field trip to look for Short-eared Owls
Contact Michele for meeting details.

Baldwinsville to Oswego
Saturday, January 28
Bill Purcell, 315-382-2871
wpurcell@twcny.rr.com

Join Bill on a trip to look for waterfowl and gulls along the rivers from
Baldwinsville to Oswego. Please
contact Bill for more details.
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