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S P RI NG P RO G RA M S
A ND EV EN TS
Reptiles and Amphibians
of New York
Wednesday, February 10, 7 p.m.
DeWitt Community Library
Shopping Town Mall
3649 Erie Blvd. East, DeWitt, N.Y.

As a current graduate student at
SUNY–ESF, Samantha Dean
studies urban herpetology at the
Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt
National Historic Site in Hyde Park,
New York. Samantha will provide an
overview of the reptiles and
amphibians (aka herpetofauna) that
can be found throughout New York
state, as well as talk about the early
results of her thesis research.

The Endangered
Migration of Monarch
Butterflies
Wednesday, March 9, 7 p.m.

Fayetteville Free Library
300 Orchard St., Fayetteville, N.Y.

Monarch butterflies are well known
and much beloved, but their
abundance has declined significantly
over the past 20 years due to
changes in their overwintering
colonies, summer breeding habitat,
and migratory corridor. Dr. Ernest
Williams, the William R. Kenan
Professor of Biology Emeritus at
Hamilton College and co-author of
the Stokes Butterfly Book, has spent
the past 10 years focusing on these
butterflies in New York, Wyoming,
and Mexico. He will describe several
conservation efforts underway to try
to counter these losses as well as
discuss what is known about the
current state of monarchs.

Spring/Summer 2016

Urban Peregrine Falcons
of Utica

Wednesday, April 13, 7 p.m.

Onondaga Free Library
4849 West Seneca Tpke., Syracuse, N.Y.

Peregrine Falcons are famous for
being the fastest bird in the world,
but there is much more to know
about their complex lives. Matt
Perry, co-founder and president of
the Utica Peregrine Falcon Project,
will share his experience observing
the first-ever successful nest of
Peregrine Falcons in Utica and
Oneida County, New York. His
presentation will shed light on the
fascinating lives of these urbandwelling raptors and explain how the
species bounced back from the brink
of extinction to become a fixture in
urban canyons across
New York state.

Birds of Fort Drum

Wednesday, April 20, 6 p.m.
Flower Memorial Library
229 Washington St., Watertown, N.Y.

Jeff Bollsinger will give an overview
of the birds of Fort Drum, New York.
As a biologist for the U.S. Army, Jeff
has studied the area for many years.
He will discuss his observations
of rare species such as Henslow’s
Sparrow and Upland Sandpiper.
These birds are declining in upstate
New York but still occur on the fort’s
managed lands.

Bluebirds and Nest Boxes
Wednesday, May 11, 7 p.m.

Manlius Library
1 Arkie Albanese Ave., Manlius, N.Y.

John Rogers co-founded the New
York State Bluebird Society in
1982 and has maintained a trail of
bluebird nest boxes in Central New
York for over four decades. In this
program, John will discuss the life
history and conservation story of

the Eastern Bluebird, other birds
that nest in bluebird boxes, and nest
box management. He will also share
his passion for the natural world in
hopes the audience will take in some
broader and deeper messages about
nature and life.

Local Birds of
Conservation Concern
Wednesday, May 18, 6 p.m.

Flower Memorial Library
229 Washington St., Watertown, N.Y.

Ornithologist Gerry Smith will provide an overview of species of high
conservation concern in the North
Country. His discussion will cover
grassland birds, including Bobolink, Northern Harrier, and Upland
Sandpiper, as well as wetland birds,
including both bitterns, Black Tern,
and Common Tern. The talk will
focus on species conservation needs
and how we can meet these needs.

2016 Bird Festival
Saturday, May 14

Derby Hill Bird Observatory
More information on page 5 and at
onondagaaudubon.com/bird-festival-2

Derby Hill:
2016 Hawk Count Report
Wednesday, June 8, 7 p.m.
Marcellus Free Library
32 Maple St., Marcellus, N.Y.

Onondaga Audubon's 2015 and 2016
hawk counter, Dave Wheeler, will report on his findings from this year's
spring hawk migration at Derby Hill
Bird Observatory. Dave will discuss
how many birds he counted, when
the best migration days occurred at
Derby, what oddities he observed,
and how the 2016 season compared
to 2015. He will also give insight into
the life of a hawk counter and what
it takes to spend an entire season
counting hawks.
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Join
To become a member of Onondaga Audubon
Society, please send your name, address,
and a check for $15, payable to Onondaga
Audubon Society, to the address below.
Chapter-only members receive The Kestrel
newsletter. For information on National
Audubon Society membership, please visit
audubon.org. Joint members with National
Audubon receive The Kestrel plus Audubon
magazine.
Volunteer
If you would like to talk to a committee chair
about how you might help, contact
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com.
Donate
If you would like to help us achieve our
mission, you can do so by mailing a check to:
Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 620
Syracuse, NY 13201
Stay in touch
Letters to the editor may be sent to
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com or to the
address above.

Visit our website: OnondagaAudubon.org
If you would like to receive The Kestrel by
email only, please send your request to
OnAudubonMembership@yahoo.com.
If you would like to receive e-mail
reminders about public programs and field
trips, send an email to
OAS.Programs@gmail.com with the word
Subscribe in the subject line.
Problems with subscriptions should
be referred to the membership chair at
OnAudubonMembership@yahoo.com.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Looking Ahead

approved, additional details of the
project and a call for volunteers will
be on our website and social media.
I welcome two new members to
Onondaga Audubon’s board of
directors: Renee Kittleman, who has
attended several chapter field trips
and did wonderful work with our bird
festival, and Michelle Stantial, a PhD
student at SUNY–ESF, who spoke
about the Night Life of Birds at our
February 2015 program meeting,
and has aided the chapter with communications outreach.

By Paul Richardson
President

I want to start by thanking everyone
who participated in the Christmas
Bird Counts, waterfowl count, and
the Great Backyard Bird Count this
season. The data gathered from
these counts will be useful for the
ornithologists who are researching
climate-change effects on birds. In
January 2016, Onondaga Audubon
will be participating in a pilot study
for the National Audubon Climate
Watch Project. This brief study will
involve point counts in selected
locations in Central New York for
Eastern Bluebirds during the Martin
Luther King Jr. holiday weekend.
ANDY MORFFEW - FLICKR (CC BY-ND 2.0)

The Kestrel

In early November, I attended part
of the 2015 Audubon Council of New
York State Fall Meeting in Windham,
New York. The theme of the meeting
was “Forest Conservation for Watershed Protection,” and there were several informative presentations that
focused mainly on forest conservation in the Catskill Mountain region.
At the meeting I gave a brief report
on Onondaga Audubon activities.
Onondaga Audubon has applied for
an Audubon New York collaborative
grant to provide funding for mapping
roosting locations of Chimney Swifts
in the greater Syracuse area during
late spring and summer 2016. At the
time of this writing there has been no
indication of whether Audubon New
York has approved our grant. If it is

Looking ahead, the selection of this
year’s Ruth Engelbrecht Memorial
Scholarship recipient to Hog Island,
Maine will take place at the end of
March. If you are an educator and
are interested in enhancing your
knowledge of birds and conservation, I highly recommend applying
for this scholarship. You can do so
by completing the application form
at this link: onondagaaudubon.com/
education/.
We intend to run our second Raptor
Academy in the early spring. If you
missed the first academy or would
like to learn even more about
raptors, contact Dave Fitch at
OARaptorAcademy@gmail.com for
more information.
We will also be holding our annual
bird festival at Derby Hill in May. The
host of volunteers that assisted with
last year’s festival helped us out a
great deal, and I encourage everyone
who has time available on May 14 to
help us out again this year.
As mentioned in my last report, this
will be my final year as president
of Onondaga Audubon. On July 1, I
will be continuing my service to the
organization by assuming the
responsibilities of treasurer. From
the chapter’s board of directors to
the staff of Audubon New York, I’ve
had the opportunity to meet and
work with truly dedicated people
who are deeply passionate about
birds and conservation. It has been
an honor to be your president these
past three years, and I thank everyone who has worked with me to advance Onondaga Audubon’s mission.
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Cutting-edge
Bird Population
Projects

By Maryanne Adams
Conservation Chair

Today most birders are familiar with
Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs).
Beginning on Christmas day 1900,
ornithologist Frank M. Chapman,
an early Audubon Society leader,
proposed a Christmas bird census—
counting birds rather than shooting
them. Conservation was in its beginning stages at that time, and concerns about declining bird populations were growing. A century later,
some things have improved, but new
challenges like climate change and
habitat loss have emerged.
CBCs take place annually from
December 14 to January 5. The majority of count circles are in the U.S.
and Canada, but in 1972 CBCs expanded to include about 100 circles
in Latin America. The importance of
data collected has increased, and we
are now starting to use this information for hemispheric conservation
plans. It makes sense. Bicknell’s
Thrush breeds in forests of the
northeastern U.S. and southeastern
Canada. There are approximately
125,000 individuals left, making it a
species of high conservation concern. Loss of suitable habitat on
both ends of its migratory range has
resulted in a yearly population decline of about five percent. Fighting
development in habitat the thrush
needs for breeding in the U.S. is one
thing, but how does one address the
severe loss of habitat on its Caribbean wintering grounds?
An organization called “Two Worlds–
One Bird” (2W1B) might have the answer. This program is an alliance between private, public, and non-profit
groups that have united to develop
a business partnership protecting
biodiversity and habitat on both
ends of the Bicknell’s Thrush range.
T HE K EST R E L | SPR ING/SUMMER 2016

The Associated Press describes this
project as a cutting-edge eco-business venture. It blends sustainable
cacao (chocolate) and macadamia
production with conservation of a
global biodiversity hotspot and an
endangered rainforest.

Data about range shifts of specific
species can provide information
about the impacts of climate change.
In a ClimateWatch pilot program, ten
chapters will help National Audubon
explore how North American birds
are responding to climate
change by using location-specific
point counts of bluebird species.
Survey areas were chosen based on
data from the 2014 Audubon Climate Change report which included
predictions of range expansion and
contraction.

Chris Lajewski, director of the Montezuma Audubon Center in Savannah,
New York, traveled to the Dominican
Republic in January. The 2W1B program sent Chris there to set up the
first CBC in the Dominican Republic.
From January 2 to 6 Chris trained
local landowners and conservationists, to use the CBC as an economic
driver to spur tourism and conservation projects that benefit these
rural areas. The plan is to survey all
birds, with a special focus on the
Bicknell’s Thrush, in the cloud-forest
habitats as well as in low-elevation
and coastal communities. Since 90
percent of the wintering population
of Bicknell's Thrush occurs in the
Dominican Republic, this project
could significantly help in identifying
specific areas used by this and other
imperiled birds.

Here in New York, Onondaga Audubon will be partnering with the
National Audubon science team and
chapters from Jamestown, Buffalo,
and Chemung Valley to count Eastern Bluebirds. Chapters farther west
will focus on Mountain and Western
Bluebirds. Areas to be covered by
chapter volunteers are located in the
northern and southeastern parts of
our service area.

Birds are one of the best indicators
of environmental quality and change.
Bicknell’s Thrush
AARON MAIZLISH - FLICKR (CC BY-NC 2.0)

CO NS ERVAT I O N

Each participating chapter will conduct counts in at least 10 grid cells
(10 x 10 km.) during Martin Luther
King weekend. Volunteers will conduct five-minute point counts within
each selected grid cell, recording
the number and species of bluebirds
seen or heard. Counts in each grid
will be repeated 12 times from January 15 to 18 at points at least 250
meters apart. Data will be submitted
via eBird.
Because this is a pilot project, feedback about materials, resources,
and training will be shared. We hope
to learn more about how birds are
responding to climate change and
to test the predictions of climate
change models developed by Audubon. As the efficacy of the methodology is tested, counts will be expanded to include other avian species and
will be done twice a year.
CBC data from the project in the
Dominican Republic and point-count
data from our own chapter territory will help us develop ways to
keep habitat these birds depend on,
available to them. As we face today’s
environmental challenges,
Chapman’s CBC legacy is more
important than ever.
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DAVID FITCH

SA NCTUA RI ES

Summer
Accomplishments/
The Season Ahead
By David Fitch
Sanctuary Chair

Since the conclusion of the 2015
migration season there are several
updates to report.
Last summer, Onondaga Audubon
representatives appeared at Town of
Mexico board meetings and public
hearings requesting exclusion from
the proposed water district along
Sage Creek Drive. We submitted our
position in writing at a public hearing. Despite these efforts, the Sage
Creek/North Church Road district
extension remained as originally
drawn when presented for referendum in July. The proposed annual
cost to property owners was $612/
developed parcel, $306/undeveloped over a financing term of 38
years. Our chapter owns seven
parcels within the district extension.
Town property owners approved
the extension. We then initiated the
process to consolidate Onondaga
Audubon's parcels to a minimum
number to reduce the fiscal impact.
On September 15, the town assessor merged all of our properties for
taxation purposes into two, thereby
reducing the estimated annual cost
from $2,142 to $612. These parcel
mergers do not take effect until July
1, 2016. Costs from the improvements are not scheduled to appear
on tax bills until January 2017.

Volunteer Ken Hodgson mowing at Derby Hill Bird Observatory

than had previously been recorded.
While in residence, Kyle also served
as an on-site property steward. We
were pleased to accommodate Kyle
and appreciate his efforts.
In late September, we discovered
that the cottage septic system had
failed and required replacement.
Town regulations required that a professional engineer design the new
system to be installed by a contractor. The project proceeded expeditiously, and Onondaga Audubon now
has a state-of-the-art system that
should last many years. The new
leach field is located in the northeast
field just beyond the crest of the
north lookout. The area will need to
be maintained in a mowed condition
and we ask visitors not to drive or
park vehicles in this area. While we
feel that the total cost of this project
was reasonable, unforeseen physical
improvements such as this, exceed
annual sanctuary budget appropriations. We are hopeful that supporters will give this consideration during
our next sanctuary appeal.

Service delivered their brush-cutting
equipment. Ken Hodgson provided
the labor to mow both lookouts and
several fields to maintain visibility.
This required long days of effort on
slow moving equipment in dusty
conditions. For those who are unaware, Ken has performed numerous
maintenance services at the sanctuary, that likely go unnoticed. Please
join me in thanking him for his steadfast and valued stewardship.
As I prepare this report, the Onondaga Audubon board is making plans
to offer its second Raptor Academy
during mid-March to mid-April 2016.
Initial plans are to hold four to five
weekly evening classes in the Syracuse metro area and weekend field
sessions at Derby Hill. We expect
registration to be in the range of
$60 to $75. So that we can gauge
participation, interested readers are
encouraged to submit their contact
information and any comments or
questions to OARaptorAcademy@
gmail.com.
I hope to see you on the hill.

In October, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Installation of the new leach field at Derby Hill Bird Observatory
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In June 2015 we received a request
from former Derby Hill hawk counter Kyle Wright to occupy the Derby
Hill residence during the month of
July in exchange for his services in
organizing, compiling, and entering prior-year count data into the
Hawk Migration Association of North
America (HMANA) database. Kyle
also offered to digitize recent available data and revise our data collection forms to allow for greater detail
T H E K EST REL | SP RI N G/SU M M E R 20 16

BIRDATHON

Not Your Same Old
Birdathon
Don’t forget to set aside Saturday,
May 21, and Sunday, May 22, for the
58th annual Birdathon. The event
is timed to coincide with the peak
spring migration in upstate New
York–a great time to go after birds
and to help Onondaga Audubon’s
budget.
This year’s Birdathon is on the
latest third Saturday of the month,
so most local breeding birds should
be present, and there is a good
chance of finding late-migrating
species as well. Even better, the
competitive category is now open to
the whole chapter service area, offering a fresh challenge for birders.
Both competitive and recreational
teams are welcome, and fundraising
is optional. But of course, we love it
when teams take part in both.
The Rules
When: Saturday, May 21, anytime
between midnight and midnight—
no rain date!
Where: Jefferson, Lewis, Onondaga,
Oswego, Madison, Oneida, and Herkimer
Counties, plus Cayuga County north of
New York Route 31.
Teams: Any size (one or more members). No splitting up! Team members
must remain within sight of one another.
Thank you for registering in advance.
Count: Carefully identify species by
sight and/or ear—follow the honor
system, please.
Bird List Deadline: 11 a.m. Sunday, May
21, by e-mail or phone, or in person at
Sunday’s compilation picnic at Derby
Hill, starting at 4 p.m.
Dollars Deadline: Please turn in to Ken
and Rose Burdick by June 15.

Thank You For a Job Well Done!
Each year, we like to make it a point
to acknowledge the teams who take
part in Birdathon fundraising. This
year, everyone again did a great job,
securing a four percent increase in
donations over last year. We were
pleased to have our top teams
continuing their tradition of support,
with several teams, making large
increases over recent years.
Team

This event is an important source
of income for Onondaga Audubon,
and all contributions to the effort are
appreciated. We are fortunate to be
able to continue the Derby Hill hawk
count tradition and to support the
other activities of the organization.
Please join us in thanking each of
these teams for a job well done!
Submitted by Ken and Rose Burdick,
Birdathon Coodinators.

Members

All Teams Combined

Raised
$6,401

The Blackburnians

Janet Needham McGraw, Jane Needham

721

Blurry-eyed Vireos

Peggy Baker, Stephen Baker, Tammy Wood

221

The Fool on the Hill

Gerry Smith

50

Hooded Warbler

Marge Rusk

20

Looking 4Hooters

Frank Brosch, Stephen Schwab, Chris Stanger

Mad Cowbirds

Dave Baldrini, John H. Moore, John P. Moore

Marsh Madness

Dave Ryan, Jeanne Ryan,

Maryanne, Ken &
Sabrina

Maryanne Adams, Ken Hodgson ,
Sabrina Winslow

Old-gray Gnatcatcher

Paul Richardson

200

Osprey Can You See

Dave Nash

150

Raven Loonatics

Nancy Bridges, Mike Gomborone,
Barb Reuter, Brian Rutledge

888

Skanderlings

Ken Burdick, Rose Burdick, Dave Graham

Southern Highlanders

Virginia DeBenedictis, Natalia Garcia

50

Three Sandpipers Walk
Into a Bar

Jonathan Kresge, Jason Mauro, Tom Meier

131

The Uncommon Mergs

Dennis Anderson, Matt Voelker

399

We See-Gulls

Rose DeNeve, Wayne Fidler, Mark Magistro,
Mary Magistro, Michele Neligan

298

What the Hawk?

Carla Bergman, Jane Fagerland

300

What Was That Bird?

June Cowles, Eileen Kampf

300
60
1,125
115

1,323

50

Records to Beat
People: 43 teams, 116 members (1999)
Total Funds: $7,500 (2001)
Most Money / Team: $1,422 (2011)
Most Species Combined: 209 (2011)
Most Species /Team: 158 (2013)

For More Information:
onondagaaudubon.com/birdathon-3/
Ken or Rose Burdick 315 436-9416
KenBurdick@ieee.org
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B I R D FEST IVAL
Derby Hill Bird Observatory
Saturday, May 14, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Mark your calendars for the Bird Festival at Derby Hill—Saturday, May 14.
Event will include live birds of prey, kids activities, bird walks and great food.
We need volunteers for the day and also for the months preceding the event.
Check the Onondaga Audubon website and Facebook page for more information. Get involved with this fun event! onondagaaudubon.com/bird-festival-2/
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Inspiring
Opportunities
Kim Farrell
Education Chair

Hog Island Update
Each year, Onondaga Audubon
sponsors a teacher to attend the
Educator’s Workshop on Hog Island,
Maine. This past year’s recipient,
Julia Yeatts, recently presented her
experience to the board. Julia is a
second grade teacher at Dr. Martin
Luther King Elementary in the city of
Syracuse.
In her own words, Julia describes
her experience. “First of all, I would
like to thank the Onondaga Audubon
Society for selecting me to represent
them at Hog Island’s Educator Week.
I found the experience rewarding
and it gave me innovative methods
to reach my students. I was able to
participate in best practice science
methodology that allowed me to
deepen my understanding of the curriculum I deliver. My students love to
go to Destiny Mall to watch the Bald
Eagles hunting for fish in the warm
waters by the metropolitan treatment plant on Onondaga Lake. We
have studied birds in the local news.
We discussed a Post-Standard article
about a Red-tailed Hawk caught in a
careless fisherman’s line. We learned
how the crows were attacking it while
its wings were tangled. We discussed
the article’s points of whether nature
should take its course or should
someone intervene, since it was a
man and his fishing line that caused
the problem.
We also like the Peregrine Falcons
that live on the State Tower Building
several blocks from our school. This
fall we discussed the Flicker feathers
found on the sidewalk up the street
from our school. We took the newspaper reporting and discussed why
that forest bird would be downtown.
It led to great inferences. We agreed
with the reporter that the Flicker
was just migrating through Syracuse
6

when he met the untimely end with
the Peregrine Falcon. We also discuss
the Crows who flock to our trees to
roost at dusk.
The Hog Island experience helped me
reinforce conservation connections.
I learned hands on approaches to
nature education. These approaches
help my students make connections
to nature without traveling to Maine.
As the naturalist Charles Jordon said,
‘What they do not know, they will not
protect, and what they do not protect, they will lose.’”
Ruth Engelbrecht Scholarship
Through the generous funding of the
Ruth Engelbrecht Scholarship, Onondaga Audubon is once again able to
sponsor an educator at the “SharingNature: An Educator’s Week” on Hog
Island, Maine.
This year’s workshop takes place
July 17-22. Application forms are
available on the Onondaga Audubon
website at onondagaaudubon.com/
education/. Applications are due
March 1.
Audubon Adventures Update
Back for the 2015-2016 school year
is the Audubon Adventures topic
“City Life for Wildlife”. Did you know
that pigeons, also called “Rock
Pigeons”, used to nest in cliffs and
caves? Brought to the United States
by European colonists for food, Rock
Pigeons today are frequently found
nesting on buildings and window
ledges in cities. Wild creatures
abound in our cities, and now children can learn that you don’t need to
live in the country to see wildlife.
New this year is the kit “Action for
Planet Earth,” including lessons
and activities on protecting wildlife
habitat, keeping our water clean, and
learning the pros and cons of different sources of energy. For children in
grades 3 to 5, Audubon Adventures
also addresses required teaching
standards. If you are interested in
receiving a free kit for your classroom, please contact me: jkfarrell1@
windstream.net.

MEMB ERSH IP
Two questions are frequently
asked regarding membership:
What’s the difference between
joining Audubon and
joining Onondaga Audubon?
Audubon is the National Audubon
Society organization, while Onondaga Audubon Society is the local
Audubon Chapter for members in
Central New York and the eastern
Lake Ontario basin. When you join
the National Audubon Society, you
automatically become a member of
Onondaga Audubon Society, and you
receive both Audubon magazine and
our newsletter, The Kestrel.
Onondaga Audubon receives a small
portion of your national dues. When
you join Onondaga Audubon, you
receive only The Kestrel, but Onondaga Audubon receives your entire
membership donation; this will
benefit programs and conservation
in your local area. Some people join
one organization or the other, and
some choose to join both in order
to support the important work your
local chapter and National Audubon
are performing.
Why should I provide my e-mail
address to Onondaga Audubon?
Onondaga Audubon maintains a
distribution list for occasional
reminders about upcoming local
events, programs, field trips and
membership renewals. Onondaga
Audubon will never share or sell
your e-mail address to any other
organization and you can ask to be
removed from our list at any time.
To be added to our list for membership-renewal reminders or e-mail
subscriptions to The Kestrel, send
a message to onaudubonmembership@yahoo.com with the word
“SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line.
For reminders about programs and
events, send an e-mail to
oas.programs@gmail.com.
We ask that you add us to your
e-mail address book so that our
e-mails don’t get lost in your spam
folder.
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In Memory of
Dorothy Crumb
An avid field birder, highly skilled in
identification, Dorothy Crumb had a
remarkable knowledge of bird behavior and biology. For many years she
was an active director of Onondaga
Audubon greatly contributing to the
organization’s growth. Editor of the
History of Onondaga Audubon published in 2001 for the chapter’s 50th
anniversary, she co-authored City
Cemeteries to Boreal Bogs birding
guide. Dorothy was also a regional
co-coordinator for both the first and
second breeding bird atlases of New
York state.
For some personal reflections on
Dorothy's life and her contributions
to birding in Central New York, please
visit onondagaaudubon.com/about/
history/remembering/.
Dorothy Crumb died August 12,
2015. She was 92.

,,

Derby Hill
Bird Observatory Trips

Wednesday, March 30, and Saturday, April 23
Visit the Onondaga Audubon Derby Hill Bird Observatory on the east end of
Lake Ontario for the spectacular spring raptor migration and leave the
driving to us. Travel with other birders in our van to view Bald Eagles,
Red-tailed Hawks, Cooper’s Hawks, Turkey Vultures, and more! If weather
conditions are poor on either day, the program will be moved to the next day.
Please pack a lunch. Fee for each trip: $17.50/child, $22.50/adult.

2016 Wildlife Festival
Montezuma Audubon Center

Saturday, May 7, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Owls, hawks, and mammals—including a wolf, fox, and bobcat—will be on
display! Enjoy games, crafts, artisan vendors, great food, live music, guided
canoeing expeditions, and much more!
For more information, call 315-365-3580 or e-mail montezuma@audubon.
org. Additional programs will be posted at ny.audubon.org/montezuma.

S P RI N G/SUM M E R F I E L D T R I PS
Onondaga Audubon
field trips are free
and open to the public.
New birders and
non-birders are welcome.
If you are interested in attending
a field trip, please contact the trip
leader well ahead of time (at least a
two-day notice).
If you have signed up for a trip and
are unable to make it, please contact
the leader as soon as possible to let
him or her know you are not coming.
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continued on page 8

Derby Hill Area

Saturday, April 2 and April 30
Gerry Smith 315-771-6902

Gerry Smith will lead two trips to
Derby Hill to look for migrants,
including waterfowl, sparrows, and
departing winter birds. The trips will
last from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dress
warmly as Derby Hill can still be
cold during April. Please contact
Gerry for additional details.

Green Lakes State Park
Saturday, May 7 and June 11
Jerry Case 315-687-9599

These two field trips are timed to
see and hear neo-tropical migrants
and resident breeding birds. A
variety of habitats in the park make
for a pleasant hike and interesting
bird sightings. Please contact Jerry
for more details.

Whiskey Hollow
and Vicinity
Saturday, May 28
Joe Brin 315-638-8309

Traditional spring migrants and
breeding birds abound at this
special gorge which is a National
Audubon Important Bird Area. Trip
attendees may get to experience
several species of vireos; Cerulean,
Hooded, and Mourning Warblers;
Scarlet Tanager; Barred Owl, which
nests here; and Acadian Flycatcher,
found in only a few places in Central
New York. Moderate to difficult
terrain due to a few steep, muddy
trails. Participants will meet Joe at
7:30 a.m. at the Town of Van Buren
Highway Department. Please contact Joe for additional details.
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P.O. Box 620
Syracuse, NY 13201

SU MMER FI E L D T R I PS
Great Adirondack
Birding Celebration
Weekend of June 3-5
Paul Smiths, New York
Bernie Carr 315-469-9379

This 14th annual event—the longest
running boreal birding festival in the
Northeast — will be held at the Paul
Smith's College Visitor Interpretive
Center. The festival will feature field
trips to boreal birding hot spots, informative lectures, workshops, social
hours, and more. Please contact
Bernie Carr for more details.

continued from page 7

Bald Eagle and Osprey nests. Meet
at 7:30 at the east end of Kellogg
Road where it ends at Sixty Road.
Please contact Joe for additional
details.

Camillus Forest
Unique Area

Saturday, June 18
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

This forest contains some of the
tallest and oldest trees in Onondaga
County. Although it is forested, many
parts of the hike will be through
meadows and along open fields. This
Three Rivers Wildlife
location is good for Baltimore Oriole,
Management Area
Scarlet Tanager, and Indigo Bunting,
Saturday, June 4,
as well as Hooded, Blue-winged, and
Joe Brin 315-638-8309
Mourning Warblers. The trip should
This trip consists of a fairly easy hike be three to four hours (possibly
longer depending on what trails we
on level terrain that passes through
take) and will be moderate to diffiwoods and brushy fields. Many specult due to some steep trails. Please
cies of warblers and sparrows are
expected, as well as sightings of both contact Paul for more details.
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Green Lakes State Park
Saturday, June 25 and July 9
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022

Hike through mixed habitats to see
and hear Orchard Oriole, Scarlet
Tanager, Eastern Bluebird, and other
nesting species. Many species are
still singing and fledged young are
often seen. Please contact Paul for
more details.

Perch River Wildlife
Management Area
Saturday, August 27
Gerry Smith: 315-771-6902

Gerry Smith will lead a field trip with
a focus on shorebirds and marsh
species. The trip will be to an area
that is usually closed to the public but briefly open in late August.
Please contact Gerry for additional
details.
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