
FALL PROGRAM MEETINGS

Bald Eagles of  
Onondaga Lake
Wednesday, September 10, 7 p.m. 
Baldwinsville Public Library,  
33 E. Genesee St., Baldwinsville, N.Y. 
  
A practicing dentist in Syracuse, 
Greg Craybas is also a professional 
nature and wildlife photographer.  He 
has spent countless hours over the 
past three years photographing 
the wintering eagles of Onondaga 
Lake.  At this meeting, Greg will pres-
ent bald eagle behavior, fishing tech-
niques, and habitat use along critical 
areas of the lake that are in the direct 
path of the potential ‘loop-the-lake’ 
trail.  With this presentation, Greg 
hopes to raise public awareness to 
protect the lake’s natural habitat so 
that it will continue to attract eagles 
to the city of Syracuse for years to 
come. 

2014 Derby Hill  
Bird Festival  
a  “Bang-up Day” 
By Diane Emord 

“Awesome bird festival. A really 
bang-up day birding!”  “That was fun! 
It’s nice to be surrounded by good 
people enjoying life.” 

These are but two comments made 
by folks who attended Onondaga 
Audubon’s 2014 Bird Festival at 
Derby Hill. On May 10, more than 
300 ‘good people’ braved the rainy-
day forecast to spend a few hours 
outdoors, ‘enjoying life.’ 

The predicted rain never arrived, but 
a lot of nature activity did. Returning 
to the festival this year was popular 
master falconer Rick West, who used 
his live hawks and owls to demon-
strate raptor physiology, ecology, 
and conservation. Also returning

See Festival Page 6

Watertown Program   
Wednesday, September 17, 6 p.m. 
Flower Memorial Library  
229 Washington St., Watertown, N.Y. 

Speaker to be announced.

Golden-cheeked Warbler 
Habitat Selection
Wednesday, October 8, 7 p.m.
East Syracuse Free Library 
4990 James St., East Syracuse, N.Y. 

An assistant professor at SUNY-ESF, 
Shannon Farrell has been studying 
endangered songbirds in Texas. She 
will discuss how social behaviors 
might influence habitat selection 
and how research like hers can boost 
the accuracy of predicting where 
species can be found, allowing better 
conservation of and habitat manage-
ment for imperiled birds.

Watertown Program
Wednesday, October 15, 6 p.m.
Flower Memorial Library  
229 Washington St., Watertown, N.Y. 

Speaker to be announced. 

A Photo-a-day 365: One 
Photographer’s Journey
Wednesday, November 12, 7 p.m.
Northern Onondaga Public Library,  
8686 Knowledge Ln., Cicero, NY

Wells Horton took his first picture at 
age 8, and by 13 he realized he had a 
passion for landscape photography.  
He began his photo-a-day project in 
2011, seeking to capture a timeless 
outdoor moment each and every 
day of the year, and has continued 
to do so to this day.  Join Wells on his 
photographic journey capturing the 
beauty of New York State.
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Chapter Takes  
Pro-active Stand on 
Local Challenges
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CONSERVATION

The first representative democracy 
in the West, the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy was formed on the 
shore of Onondaga Lake centuries 
ago.  The lake became a sacred 
place, one that must be cared for 
and respected. Then the state of 
New York took control. Gradually, 125 
years of degradation from sewage 
waste and industrial and chemi-
cal pollutants culminated in 1994, 
when the lake achieved the dubious 
distinction of being designated a 
Superfund site.

But now, a variety of clean-up ac-
tions have finally begun to bear fruit. 
Water quality has improved, and the 
lake is undergoing a remarkable re-
covery. Onondaga County is looking 
at the area quite differently now. The 
completion of the Loop-the-Lake 
Trail has become a top priority for 
residents and visitors who can’t wait 
to circumnavigate the once “most 
polluted lake in America.”  Addition-
ally, a 17,500-seat Lakeview Amphi-
theater to be sited atop waste beds 
has been fast-tracked through the 
New York State legislature.

Onondaga Audubon has been ac-
tively providing input to the county 
regarding the amphitheater project, 
among others. In a hand-delivered 
letter to the County Executive, board 
member Frank Moses spelled out 
our concerns regarding bird-friendly 
development. “To continue a legacy 
of sustaining Onondaga Lake and its 
value to birds,” he wrote, “the Onon-
daga Audubon Society respectfully 
requests that Onondaga County de-
velops and adopts bird conservation 
development standards” by taking 
these steps: 
•Require comprehensive pre-con-

By Maryanne Adams  
Conservation Chair
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Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc., is a chapter 
of the National Audubon Society. 

The mission of the Onondaga Audubon 
Society is to engender in Central and 
Northern New Yorkers a greater appreciation 
for their land, water, and other natural 
resources, and to increase respect for the 
wildlife that inhabits these places, especially 
birds. Onondaga Audubon believes this focus 
will lead to wiser use of these resources, and 
we encourage such use through programs, 
field trips, sanctuary management, and 
environmental education. 

Onondaga Audubon owns and operates two 
sanctuaries on Lake Ontario: Derby Hill Bird 
Observatory and Richard A. Noyes Sanctuary. 

Our sanctuaries, monthly programs, and field 
trips are free and open to the public. Please 
visit www.onondagaaudubon.com for details 
about these opportunities for public  
participation.

To become a member of Onondaga Audubon 
Society chapter, please send your name, 
address, and a check for $15, payable to 
Onondaga Audubon Society, to the address 
below. Chapter-only members receive The 
Kestrel newsletter. For information on National 
Audubon Society membership, please visit 
our website at www.onondagaaudubon.com. 
Joint members with National Audubon receive 
The Kestrel plus Audubon magazine. 

Problems with subscriptions should 
be referred to the membership chair at 
OnAudubonMembership@yahoo.com.

Letters to the editor may be sent to 
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com or to the 
address below.

The Kestrel is printed on sustainable forest  
paper using environmentally sensitive inks 
and printing methods.

Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 620 
Syracuse, NY 13201

Volunteer 
We have lots of opportunities for 
volunteers. Whether you have an 
hour to give or are looking for a 
bigger challenge, we can point you  
in the right direction.

If you would like to talk to a 
committee chair about how you 
might help, contact Onondaga 
Audubon at:  
OnAudubonCom@gmail.com  
and we will get back to you.

Receive this 
newsletter online- 
it’s the green  
thing to do!.

If you would like to receive 
The Kestrel only electronically 
and save the chapter the 
printing and postage costs, 
please send your request to 
OnAudubonMembership@yahoo.
com

It’s easy to stay  
in touch with us!
• Visit our website  

OnondagaAudubon.com

• Follow us on Twitter and Facebook

If you would like to receive email  
reminders about public programs 
and field trips, send an email to  
OAS.Programs@gmail.com with the 
word Subscribe in the subject line.

How to Donate
Your generous contribution makes it 
possible for us to continue our public 
programs, educational initiatives, 
and conservation advocacy, as well 
as to maintain two sanctuaries.

If you would like to help us achieve 
our mission, you can do so by 
mailing your check to:

Onondaga Audubon 
P.O. Box 620 
Syracuse, NY 13201
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struction and post-construction bird 
surveys 
•Prevent human disturbance of Bald 
Eagle roosting sites and nesting 
sites of other birds of conservation 
priority.  
•Avoid fragmentation of existing and 
newly restored habitat that has high 
conservation value to birds. 
• Incorporate bird-friendly building 
design concepts into new and exist-
ing building construction 

The county has been responsive to 
our requests as seen by the adop-
tion of bird-friendly design for the 
amphitheater and following the 
“dark skies” initiative, which seeks to 
preserve the nighttime environment 
through control of outdoor lighting. 

In taking every opportunity to speak 
up for the environment, for birds, 
and for habitat, Onondaga Audubon 
is monitoring development of the 
loop-the-lake trail and attending 
meetings with various environmental 
stakeholders. For the past few years, 
thanks to warm water discharged 
from the metro sewage plant, the 
southwest corner of Onondaga Lake 
has become a hot spot for winter-
ing Bald Eagles. It is crucial that the 
lake trail option which causes no 
disturbance to the eagles be the one 
adopted by Onondaga County.

You can learn more about the Onon-
daga Lake eagles by attending our 
September 10 program with photog-
rapher and Bald Eagle enthusiast 
Greg Craybas, who will share some 
of his awesome photos of eagle ac-
tivity on Onondaga Lake. In addition, 
you can read about the lake trail’s 
various options at http://www.olwp.
org/loop-the-lake.html and voice 

your concern for wintering eagles 
by  emailing a comment to  loop-
thelake@chacompanies.com.  

Another development in our chap-
ter coverage area is the proposal 
to build a compressor station in 
Madison County near known breed-
ing territory for seven raptors and at 
least 16 warbler species. Sited in a 
rural area that includes wild streams, 
beaver dams, and state forest pre-
serves, this highly productive and 
diverse late spring/early summer 
birding grounds deserves protection. 
Consequently, Onondaga Audubon 
has filed a motion to intervene with 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission. If it is accepted, we will be 
able to officially voice our concerns 
regarding the degradation of the 
area from noise, light pollution, and 
possible accidents, should the com-
pressor station be built. 

Finally, the International Joint Com-
mission (IJC) has adopted the final 
revised version of Plan 2014, which 
recommends allowing more natural 
fluctuations of water levels in Lake 
Ontario and the upper St. Lawrence 
River. Plan 2014 will benefit wetlands 
and the wildlife dependent on them, 
including species like the Black Tern 
(endangered in New York). Property 
owners along the south shore of 
Lake Ontario are in opposition to 
this plan because they fear quick-
ening erosion and lower property 
values. In spite of being a shoreline 
property owner, OAS stands with 
New York Audubon in support of 
Plan 2014. Visit  http://savetheriver.
us/?tag=plan-2014 to find out how 
to support the plan. 

Onondaga Lake 
Conservation Corps 
Continues to Instill 
Stewardship 
 
By  Frank Moses 
 
Since its inception in 2012, the 
Onondaga Lake Conservation Corps 
(OLCC) has engaged over 400 
volunteers in planting over 2,000 
native shrubs, trees, and plants 
along the shores of Onondaga 
Lake and its multiple tributaries. In 
tandem with Honeywell’s restoration 
work, community members have 
dedicated their time and energy 
to improving the lake’s natural 
habitat.  These volunteers have 
been rewarded by a great sense 
of accomplishment for having 
supported the Onondaga Lake 
Important Bird Area.

Honeywell’s continued support 
of the OLCC and its measurable 
conservation results has helped 
establish Onondaga Lake as one of 
National Audubon’s highest prior-
ity Important Bird Areas. From over 
2,500 Audubon Important Bird 
Areas, only 23 projects were desig-
nated in 2013. Founding partners of 
the Onondaga Lake Conservation 
Corps include Honeywell, Onondaga 
Audubon Society, Montezuma Audu-
bon Center, and Parsons, O’Brien & 
Gere.

To learn more about the OLCC or 
participate in future activities, please 
call 315-365-3588 or email mont-
ezuma@audubon.org.

Wintering Bald Eagles roost in trees at the southern end of Onondaga Lake.
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The past several months have been 
an active period for Onondaga Audu-
bon. Here are some highlights.

In January and February, a Derby Hill 
Bird Observatory financial appeal 
raised funds to support much-need-
ed repairs and augmentations to the 
facility. Later this fall, an Onondaga 
Audubon Society financial appeal 
will be mailed. Moneys raised in this 
appeal will be used for the chapter’s 
general operations budget.

Using a National Audubon mini-
grant, sanctuary chair Ken Karwow- 
ski created the first-ever Onondaga 
Audubon Raptor Academy. Derby 
Hill hawk counter Steve Kolbe taught 
the course and led class field trips 
at Derby Hill. Individuals taking the 
course reported that it was very well 
done and that they learned a great 
deal about raptor migration and 
identification.

In March, I attended the Audubon 
New York spring council meeting 
and gave a brief presentation on the 
Green Lakes State Park grassland 
management project. (More infor-
mation on this initiative is provided 
below.) 

During the last weekend in March, 
Honeywell’s Onondaga Lake Visitors 
Center mounted a photo exhibit ti-
tled “Birds of Onondaga Lake.” Many 
wonderful pictures of Bald Eagles 
and waterfowl were displayed from 
local photographers, including Greg 
Craybas. Several Onondaga Audu-
bon board members attended the 
event, including Diane Emord and 
Michele Neligan, who put spotting 
scopes on the deck for public bird 
viewing. The highlight was watching 
more than 20,000 Snow Geese fly 
over the visitor center.

Erin Crotty, executive director of 
Audubon New York, attended our 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

2014 a Busy Year for 
Onondaga Audubon

By Paul Richardson 
President

April board meeting at Derby Hill. 
Erin gave a presentation on Audubon 
New York’s conservation efforts and 
networking opportunities for Onon-
daga Audubon. 

The 2014 Onondaga Audubon Bird 
Festival was held May 10 at Derby 
Hill. Although the forecast called for 
precipitation, the weather ended 
up being great and attendance was 
very good. A special treat for the day 
was a very cooperative Prothonotary 
Warbler seen along the bluff. I want 
to thank Maryanne Adams and her 
staff of volunteers for the outstand-
ing job they did in organizing this 
event.

In June I attended a presentation 
on bird-friendly building design by 
Christine Sheppard, PhD., who also 
gave a presentation at the Syracuse 
City Hall Commons. The presenta-
tion drew many other interested 
parties, including members of local 
architectural firms.  Frank Moses, 
who is our Onondaga Lake liaison, 
did a terrific job in setting up this 
event. 

Currently, there are two major op-
portunities for Onondaga Audubon 
members to engage in important 
environmental activities. The first is 
through the Onondaga Lake Con-
servation Corps (OLCC), a team of 
volunteers that is working on trans-
forming the western shoreline of 
Onondaga Lake into unique wet-
lands. Those interested in participat-
ing in OLCC projects can contact the 
Montezuma Audubon Center (mon-
tezuma@audubon.org) or respond 
to announcements of their projects 
on the Onondaga Audubon website 
(http://onondagaaudubon.com/).

The second opportunity is assist-
ing in the Green Lakes State Park 
grassland management project. This 
initiative involves the conversion of 
the southern part of the Green Lakes 
property into an enlarged grassland 
habitat to support birds such as 
Bobolinks, Meadowlarks, Savannah 
Sparrows, and Grasshopper Spar-
rows. In June I participated in point 
counts, which are used to help moni-
tor changes in bird species. The next 

phase will be to map invasive plant 
species for management strategies. 
If you are interested in assisting with 
this project, please contact me at 
vireo2@verizon.net, and I will add you 
to my list of volunteers.

If there are any other environmental 
activities in the Onondaga Audubon 
region in which you would like the 
chapter to participate, please feel free 
to bring them to our attention. 

Earlier this year Ken Karwowski an-
nounced that he would be stepping 
down as sanctuary chair at the end 
of the hawk-watch season. Over the 
years, Ken has done a wonderful job 
of maintaining the trails and updat-
ing the cottage at Derby Hill. At our 
May meeting, the Onondaga Audubon 
board unanimously voted to pres-
ent Ken with the Onondaga Audubon 
Society Service Award. This accolade 
is well deserved, and I thank Ken for 
his outstanding service. 

David Fitch is the newest addition to 
the board, and he will be helping with 
sanctuary activities. I first met David 
when he attended one of my Green 
Lakes hikes. He has already contrib-
uted by offering his perspective on 
future projects.  

I am still in the process of finding a 
person who could act as a program/
field trip liaison for the Oneida County 
region. I suggest that this individual 
also work in conjunction with the 
Kirkland Bird Club. Anyone interested 
in volunteering can contact me at 
vireo2@verizon.net

At this juncture, I want to stress 
the importance of participating in 
Audubon’s Christmas Bird Counts. 
Data from these counts are used 
to monitor potential threats to bird 
populations and to map their trends. 
As a statistics instructor, I know the 
importance of a large sample. If you 
would like to learn more about how 
this data is used, please visit http://
birds.audubon.org/how-christmas-
bird-count-helps-birds.

I hope everyone has a chance to get 
out and enjoy the fall migration. If 
you have time, do come to a program 
meeting or attend one of our field 
trips. We would love to see you!
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On April 27 a group from the New York State 
Young Birders Club visited Derby Hill Bird 
Observatory. Although strong northwest winds 
that day did not favor a large hawk flight, the group 
still tallied 31 bird species and enjoyed views of 
ocean-like Lake Ontario, many for the first time.
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EDUCATION

SANCTUARY REPORT 

Skaneateles Educator 
Takes Scholarship 

Birds and Birders Abound  
as Guard Changes at Derby Hill
This spring’s hawk count at Derby 
Hill Bird Observatory started in deep 
snow. However, a late winter did not 
deter our intrepid hawk counter, 
Steve Kolbe, from scanning the skies. 
With days-off coverage provided by 
Bill Purcell, the season tallied 56,877 
raptors of 17 species—nearly 10,000 
more migrants than seen in 2013. 
Continuing the rising trend of recent 
years, Turkey Vultures numbered 
22,527, recording a Big Day of 4,318 
on April 2. Bald Eagle numbers also 
continued to climb, with 680 BAEAs 
counted and a Big Day of 91 on 
May 9. A rarity in this year’s count 
was a Swallow-tailed Kite, which 
passed over the Hill on May 14. To 
learn more about the 2014 count, 
visit https://hawkcount.org/siteinfo.
php?rsite=358.

In the early weeks of the hawk watch, 
Onondaga Audubon hosted its first 
Raptor Academy. Conceived by Ken 

Anna Leiss of Skaneateles is the 
2014 recipient of Onondaga Audu-
bon’s annual Ruth Engelbrecht Me-
morial Scholarship to the Educator’s 
Week on Hog Island, Maine. Anna is 
an environmental educator at Balti-
more Woods Nature Center, where 
her primary involvement is with a 
program called Nature in the City. 

Anna has been an environmental 
educator for six years. She is look-
ing forward to the Educator’s Week 
at Hog Island providing her with 
new and fresh ways to engage her 
students.

The Hog Island educator’s workshop 
includes citizen science, creating 
some inquiry-based lessons on birds 
and other topics, and demonstrating 
both low- and high-tech methods of 
teaching. There will also be a boat 
trip to the restored Atlantic Puf-
fin and tern colony on Eastern Egg 
Rock, intertidal explorations, and hik-
ing through Hog Island’s unspoiled 
spruce-fir forest. 

Karwowski and developed by Ken 
with hawk-counter Steve Kolbe, the 
Academy hosted weekly classes for 
21 students. Under Steve’s tutelage, 
birders learned about raptor migra-
tion and identification and viewed 
scores of Steve’s spectacular photos 
of airborne birds. Finally, student 
identification skills were tested 
through a series of field trips to 
Derby Hill.

As noted in the President’s Report 
in this issue, sanctuary chair Ken 
Karwowski stepped down at the 
end of May. Derby Hill regular David 
Fitch has been recruited to take on 
administrative tasks at the Hill, while 
Ken Hodgson will be taking care of 
the building and grounds. Dave has 
already spoken about his view of the 
Hill at our board meetings, and Ken 
has been busy keeping paths and 
lawns mowed and making needed 
repairs to the benches on the bluff. 

2014 hawk counter Steve Kolbe leads a Raptor 
Academy field trip April 4 on the bluff at Derby Hill.
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Festival from page 1
were Chomppers Smokin’ Barbeque 
and eight vendors offering nature-
related items, from note cards, 
candles, and jewelry to original pho-
tography and fine artwork. 

New to the festival was Bob Gulotta’s 
wood-carving demonstration, show-
ing how a chunk of hardwood can be 
transformed into an anatomically 
correct duck. New advocacy tables 
also provided information on hydro-
fracking, the 30-year take permits 
for eagles, invasive species, Lake On-
tario management plans, and other 
environmental issues.

Three guided bird walks turned 
up Orange-crowned, Prairie, and 
Hooded Warblers, Red-headed 
Woodpecker, and a very cooperative 
Prothonotary Warbler. Another bird 
walk helped monitor the Derby Hill 
Bluebird trail, while a fifth walk was 
for kids only. Other kids’ activities 
included face painting, an interac-
tive storm-water table, and ecologi-
cal simulation games. Finally, three 
drawings and a silent auction proved 
to be a big fundraiser for the chapter. 

A brief onsite survey indicated that 
most festival-goers were not mem-
bers of Onondaga Audubon and were 
making their first visit to Derby Hill. 
The annual Bird Festival helps sus-
tain the chapter’s outreach mission 
of increasing environmental aware-
ness and engendering a greater ap-
preciation for local natural resources 
and wildlife. 
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By Ken Burdick 

Birding conditions for the 2014 
Birdathon were fairly typical, but sev-
eral changes took place for the 56th 
Big Run, adding a bit of spice to an 
otherwise routine year.  First among 
these was the annexation of Jeffer-
son and Lewis Counties to our target 
area, which made possible two new 
species to the all-time Birdathon 
list:  a long-awaited Snowy Owl and 
the incredibly rare Willow Ptarmigan, 
both seen on Point Peninsula.  An-
other big change was a shuffling of 
members in the team lineup.  Three 
new teams joined, while six regular 
teams did not participate.  This left 
some free agents who transferred to 
other teams.  However, the singular 
event for the year was the Wood-
cocks team going into semi-retire-
ment, changing the landscape in the 
competitive team arena.  

All together, Birdathon 2014 had 58 
birders participating on 26 teams.  
The combined species count was  
204, with 25 singles (by one team) 
and 9 doubles (two teams).  

The top team for the year again was 
Archaeopteryx (Mickey Scilingo, 
Marty Mau, Chris Spagnoli) with 147 
species.  Crowding them for the hon-
ors was Greatness Thrushed Upon 
Us (Jason Mauro, Tom Meier, John 
Kresge, Drew Weber) who closed in 
at 143.  In a repeat performance of 
last year, We See Gulls (Wayne Fidler, 
Mary Magistro, Mark Magistro, 
Michele Neligan) placed third at 140, 
while Wandering Ataloss (Brenda 
Best, Matt Voelker) held onto their 
fourth-place position with 127.  

Also in an encore performance, the 
Most Birds/Least Miles award was 
taken by Dave Nash with 96 spe-
cies.  The occasional and ignoble 
honor for Best New Team Name was 
awarded to What the Hawk? (Carla 
Bregman, Jane Fagerland, Mark 
Bregman).  Finally, custody of the 
Clark(e)’s Nutcracker was passed 
on to Jeanne and Dave Ryan for the 
Best Bird, a Kentucky Warbler found 
in their back yard.
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May’s Birdathon Sees New Teams, New Birds

Team and Members  Species Singles

Anonymous1 (Kevin McGann) 123

Archaeopteryx (Mickey Scilingo, Marty Mau, Chris Spagnoli) 147 2

Bird-in-some-place (Daniel Leete) 91 2

The Blackburnians (Janet Needham McGraw,  Jane Needham) 76 1

Bluebirds (John Rogers, Pat Burns, James Burns) 113

Bobble Ink (Steve Soule) 30

Bushwhacking Fool (Dan Crane) 41 1

Gerry Smith 131 4

Greatness Thrushed Upon Us (J. Mauro, T. Meier, J. Kresge, D. Weber) 143 2

Grizzled Woodcock (Bill Purcell) 126

Hooded Warbler (Marge Rusk) 7

The Leaf Sparrow (Aletheia Ieta, Rodica Ieta, Adrian Ieta) 38

Lookin’4Hooters (Stephen Schwab, Chris Stanger) 124

Mad Cowbirds (D. Baldrini, J. Moore, J. H. Moore, K. Moore, P. Moore) 100

Marsh Madness (Jeanne Ryan, David Ryan, Patti Rojec) 105 4

Morning Divo (Tom McKay) 52

Old-gray Gnatcatcher (Paul Richardson) 92

Osprey Can You See (Dave Nash) 96

Raven Loonatics (Nancy Bridges, Linn Garrepy, Barb Reuter) 91

The Blurry-Eyed Vireos (Stephen Baker, Peggy Baker, Tammy Wood) 113

Wandering Ataloss (Brenda Best, Matt Voelker) 127 4

We See Gulls (W. Fidler, M. Magistro, M. Magistro, M. Neligan) 140 3

What the Hawk? (Carla Bregman, Jane Fagerland, Mark Bregman) 63 1

What Was That? (June Cowles, Eileen Kampf) 85 1

A Wing and a Prayer (Ken Burdick, Rose Burdick, Dave Graham) 98

Wood Warbler (Judy Thurber) 113

Wrenegades (Faith Baker, Joel Baker, Ted Baker) 69
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Over the summer, Senior Scout Sarah Mandanas 
installed a demonstration hummingbird garden 
behind the cottage at Derby hill. With guidance 
from board member Rose DeNeve, Sarah began 
work on the project last year by first surveying 
the site, then identifying what hummingbirds 
need in a garden and researching plants to meet 
those needs. Sarah’s solution provides a variety 
of blooms for hummingbirds—and butterflies—
from May to September, fully encompassing 
their breeding season. Among the plants she 
included are Butterfly Weed (Asclepias tuberosa), 
Columbine (Aquilegia canadensis), Great Blue 
Lobelia (Lobelia siphilitica) and Oswego Tea 
(Monarda didyma). The project was completed 
in fulfillment of requirements of the prestigious 
Girl Scout Gold Award, which is the highest 
achievement in Girl Scouting.  

FALL / WINTER FIELD TRIPS

Green Lakes State Park 
Saturdays, September 6 and 27 
Paul Richardson 315-488-5022 
 
This September, Paul Richardson will 
lead two field trips to Green Lakes 
State Park. Each hike will take from 
3 to 5 hours (or more), depending 
on trail length and weather condi-
tions. It is highly recommended that 
participants bring their own water 
and insect repellant. Please contact 
Paul for details on specific times and 
meeting place. 
 
Sylvan Beach
Saturday, September 13
Bill Purcell, 315-382-2871 
wpurcell@twcny.rr.com 
 
Join Bill on a trip to look for migrant 
warblers, sparrows, and shorebirds 
at Sylvan Beach. Please contact Bill 
for more details.

 

Derby Hill / 
Southeastern  
Lake Ontario
Saturday, October 25
Gerry Smith 315-771-6902

Gerry will lead a trip to Derby Hill 
or the Southeastern Lake On-
tario area. Depending on the wind 
conditions at Derby Hill, the trip 
will stay primarily at Derby (to look 
for Jaegers and other migrants) or 
move on to other parts of south-
eastern Lake Ontario to look for 
late shorebirds, waterfowl, and 
raptors.   Please contact Gerry for 
more details.

Fair Haven Beach S.P. 
Saturday, November 22
Gene Huggins 315-696-8065

This is Gene’s traditional field trip 
to look for Purple Sandpipers.  
Please bring a lunch and dress very 
warmly.  Migrating waterfowl, Red-

continued on page 8
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Fall Events
Howland Island Bird-Watching Hike  
Thursday, September 4,  9–11 a.m. 
Fee: $4/child, $6/adult, $20/family.

Montezuma Muckrace 
7 p.m. Friday, September 12, to 7 p.m. Saturday, September 13 
http://friendsofmontezuma.org/muck_race.html

Cayuga Lake Sunset Paddle 
Thursday, September 18, 4:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Fee: $8.00/child without rental, $13.50/adult without rental, $25/
solo kayak rental, $40/canoe rental 

Happy OWL-ween 
Saturday, October 18, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Fun for the whole family! Join Jean Soprano of Kindred Kingdoms 
Rehabilitation for a live owl presentation followed by an owl prowl 
with the Montezuma Audubon Center staff. Space is limited. Fee: $5/
child.

For more information, call 315-365-3588 or e-mail montezuma@
audubon.org.  Additional autumn/winter programs will be posted at 
http://ny.audubon.org/montezuma.

throated Loon, Bald Eagle, Dunlin, 
and Snow Buntings are just some 
of the possible birds to be seen on 
this trip.  In addition, there is always 
the possibility of a Snowy Owl.  Easy 
walking. Please contact Gene 
for details and meeting place.  

Point Peninsula and 
Jefferson Co.
Saturday, November 29
Gerry Smith 315-771-6902

Gerry will lead a trip to Point Pen-
insula and Jefferson County region 
to look for late passerine migrants 
including sparrows, raptors, and 
waterfowl. Please contact Gerry for 
more details.

Winter Raptors
Saturday, January 17
Gerry Smith 315-771-6902

Gerry will lead a trip to Northwest-
ern Jefferson County for winter 
hawks, open-country birds, and 
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waterfowl. Snowy Owl is possible, 
with other northern species likely. 
The trip might be extended to look 
for Short-eared Owls. This trip will 
be primarily by car and is weather 
dependent. Please contact Gerry 
for more details.

Baldwinsville to Oswego
Saturday, January 24
Bill Purcell, 315-382-2871

wpurcell@twcny.rr.com

Each winter, dams along the 
Seneca and Oswego Rivers attract 
wintering birds seeking open water.  
Join Bill on a trip to look for wa-
terfowl and gulls along rivers from 
Baldwinsville to Oswego. Please 
contact Bill for more details.

WINTER FIELD TRIPS   

Join the Christmas Bird Count Tradition
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P.O. Box 620  
Syracuse, NY 13201

With the expansion of Onondaga 
Audubon’s service area, the num-
ber of Christmas Bird Counts in our 
region this year number 10, offering 
members more opportunities than 
ever to participate in these holiday 
birding events. We hope you will con-
tact one of the Christmas Bird Count 
compilers listed by city below and 
help us count winter birds! 
 
Clinton 
Saturday, December 20 
Matt Perry 315-796-2233

Cortland
Tuesday, December 30 (tentative) 
Matt Young may6@cornell.edu

Montezuma
Monday, December 15 
Chris Lajewski 315-365-3580, x200 

continued from page 7

New Woodstock
Saturday, December 20 (tentative) 
Matt Young may6@cornell.edu

Oneida
Thursday, January 1 
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871 

Oswego 
Sunday, December 14  
Bill Purcell 315-382-2871 

Rome
Sunday, December 14 
Bruce Carpenter 315-271-9073

Skaneateles
Sunday, January 4 
John Cashier 315-469-3314

Syracuse
Saturday, December 20 
Kevin McGann 315-635-7013 

Watertown
Sunday, December 14 
Gerry Smith 315-771-6902 


