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PROGRAMS &
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Please note that the speakers and locations are
subject to change. Please check our blog at www.
OnondagaAudubon.com to confirm speakers and
locations.
MARCH 2012 PROGRAM MEETING
FAYETTEVILLE FREE LIBRARY
300 ORCHARD STREET, FAYETTEVILLE, NY
Wednesday, March 7, 7:00 PM
Piping Plovers and Red Knots.
Dr. Jonathon Cohen SUNY- ESF Professor will discuss
his research on Piping Plovers and Red Knots

I chose this piece of Betsy Potter’s artwork because it
captures the spirit of the times so well. The development
of technology has resulted in the ability of humans to
impact the environment and create physical changes of
monumental proportions. Easily obtainable sources of
oil and gas have been depleted and advanced technology
combined with the world’s increased appetite for fossil
fuels have had and will continue to have a profound
impact upon the natural world.
In September, the Honorable Ken Salazar, Secretary
of the Interior, received a 43-page letter from thirteen
American and Canadian environmental groups
requesting that action be taken “for Canada’s failure
to prevent takings of woodland caribou and migratory
birds, including whooping cranes, that result from
large-scale tar sands development in Alberta, Canada”
(www.earthjustice.org). The tar sands oil extraction
process consumes about 400 million gallons of water
a day. After use, the water becomes a toxic sludge.

by Maryanne Adams, Conservation Chair

APRIL 2012 PROGRAM MEETING
MANLIUS PUBLIC LIBRARY
1 ARKIE ALBANESE AVENUE, MANLIUS, NY
Wednesday, April 11, 7:00 PM
Speaker to be determined.
MAY 2012 PROGRAM MEETING
ONONDAGA FREE LIBRARY
4840 WEST SENECA TURNPIKE, SYRACUSE, NY
Wednesday, May 9, 7:00 PM
Environmental outreach
Paul Hai, SUNY-ESF Educator at the Adirondack
Ecological Center, will discuss outreach and children’s
environmental education.

AN EDUCATOR’S
OPPORTUNITY!
We are pleased to announce that OAS will again offer
a scholarship to an educator who wishes to attend
camp next summer on beautiful Hog Island in Maine.
The program, “Sharing Nature: An Educator’s Week,”
will be offered from July 19-24, 2012. Look for more
details and an application on the OAS website.
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Polar Bear and Man

From the Oil on Canvas.
Used with permission from http://www.betsypottersart.com/
images/polarbearandmanweb.jpg

Conservation continues on page 3
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PLEASE, CONSIDER TAKING
THE KESTREL ONLINE!

Help Onondaga Audubon Society save money by taking your
Kestrel online. Those taking the Kestrel online receive an email
with the link to the latest Kestrel when it becomes available.
An added bonus is that all the pictures in the electronic, online
version are in gorgeous full color!
Please contact newsletter editor Julie Covey at birdeditor@
gmail.com for more information. In the email, please include
your postal mailing address, so we may be certain of whom we
are taking off the postal mailing list. THANKS!

Onondaga Audubon
Society’s

Derby Hill Bird
Observatory

BIRD FESTIVAL AT
DERBY HILL

On May 12th, Onondaga Audubon will hold
its first ever Bird Festival at Derby Hill. It is
our goal to have this yearly festival to raise
money so that OAS will be able to fund
opportunities for education, conservation and
advocacy. The festival is in the planning stages, but may
include such activities as raptor identification seminars, bird
walks, ongoing raffles, native plant sale, food vendors, and
kid’s activities. To make this a success, OAS is looking for
volunteers to help with aspects such as finding donations
or donors, manning booths, help with parking or facilities,
leading bird walks, or other needs that may arise. If you are
interested in helping with this exciting event please contact
Jason Mauro at jmauro@ocs.cnyric.org or call 315-474-3778.

Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc. is a chapter of the National
Audubon Society. Meetings will be held at various sites
primarily within Onondaga County on different dates during
different months from September to May, excluding January
and February. Please check The Kestrel and/or http://www.
onondagaaudubon.org for details on each monthly meeting’s
date and time. Meetings usually run approximately two hours
long. Field trips are held year round to observe birds and
other interesting aspects of nature. All programs and field
trips are free and open to the public.
OAS owns and operates two sanctuaries on Lake Ontario:
Derby Hill Bird Observatory and Richard A. Noyes
Sanctuary. Derby Hill is an important site for spring hawk
migration. Noyes Sanctuary provides a variety of scenic
and birding opportunities in all seasons. Both sanctuaries
have maintained trails and are free and open to the public,
dawn to dusk.
Chapter only members receive The Kestrel newsletter.
Joint members with National Audubon receive The Kestrel
plus Audubon Magazine. Onondaga Audubon encourages
membership in both National Audubon and the local
chapter. Members are encouraged to actively participate as
volunteers in all functions of Onondaga Audubon.
Problems with subscriptions should be referred to the
membership chair.
Letters to the Editor may be sent to:

Onondaga Audubon Society

Chapter Membership Application

For information on National Audubon Society membership
please visit the OAS website:
http://www.onondagaaudubon.org.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN:
To enroll as a member of the Onondaga Audubon Society chapter
only please send your name, address, and a check for $15, made
payable to the Onondaga Audubon Society, to:
Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 620
Syracuse, NY 13201
You will receive The Kestrel newsletter several times per year.
Onondaga Audubon Society Chapter Code:
RO5
7XCH

Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 620, Syracuse, NY 13201
Phone 315-696-8065
http://www.onondagaaudubon.org
The mission of the Onondaga Audubon Society is to
engender in the people of the Central New York Community
a greater appreciation of wildlife, land, water, and other
natural resources. The members of Onondaga Audubon
believe this will lead to the wiser use of these resources and
encourage this result through our programs, field trips,
sanctuary management and environmental education.
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Ninety percent of this is dumped into huge tailings
ponds (www.foe.org). 65 square miles of tailings ponds
exist today (www.earthjustice.org). Migratory birds
are killed directly when they mistake tailings ponds
for natural ponds and land in them. Waterfowl and
shorebirds become “oiled with waste bitumen and toxic
elements. They then drown, die from hypothermia, or
suffer from ingestion of toxins.” The entire population
of wild, migratory whooping cranes migrate through the
tar sands region twice a year (www.energytribune.com).
In addition, the destruction of boreal forest indirectly
kills migratory birds by causing widespread damage
to crucial migratory bird habitat. The Alberta tar sands
set for extraction are found under forests and wetlands
similar in size to Florida (www.utsandiego.com). With
full development of the tar sands, millions of birds will
lose important breeding habitat.
TransCanada’s Keystone XL pipeline would transport tarsands oil 1,700 miles through the heartland of America
to refineries along the Gulf of Mexico. In order for the
pipeline project to proceed, President Obama needed
to decide whether or not it was in our national interest.
Because of the extreme environmental cost of extracting
oil from Alberta’s tar sands, I decided to participate in
the TransCanada XL pipeline protest in Washington,
DC on November 6. Fellow OAS members David and
Janet Muir also attended. Before dawn we boarded a
bus in Lowes’ parking lot in Syracuse and headed south,
stopping in Ithaca for a fair number of students. During
the bus ride, we watched Leonardo’s DiCaprio’s film,
The Eleventh Hour. The film’s overview of the current
plight of the Earth could have been depressing, but at the

Photos by David Muir.

end, the message that one could make a difference was
uplifting.
I am so glad that I went to this event. It was a very
positive experience; I’ve never seen such “extreme
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cooperation” in a crowd of 12,000. There was a rally
before we walked out to surround the White House and
then they just grouped us in a general fashion by telling
a section of the crowd indicated by an arm wave to wait
for the signal and then to follow the colored flag for that
group. Sometimes it felt like an on-foot traffic jam, but
eventually there were lines three-deep covering several
blocks. Everyone locked elbows and posed for photos.
It was wonderful to see
many young people
at this event. (There
were also many people
carrying signs against
Fracking.)
The
TransCanada
XL pipeline protest
generated
enough
attention
for
President Obama to
request
additional
environmental review.
The construction of the
pipeline was to be put
Janet Muir and
on hold for 18 months
Maryanne Adams at the
as the government
TransCanada XL pipeline
re-evaluated
the
protest in Washington DC
environmental
impact of the proposed route (www.newsreview.com,
11/17/11). Activists viewed the delay as a victory, but,
in December, a bill which temporarily extended payroll
tax cuts and jobless benefits, included a rider forcing
President Obama to make a decision about the Keystone
XL pipeline within 60 days (www.biologicaldiversity.
org). It remains to be seen what that decision will be.
On November 17, Janet Muir and I attended the
DEC hearing on the draft Supplementary Generic
Environmental Impact Statement (dSGEIS) in
Binghamton. It became evident that there is not much
chance of compromise between pro- and anti-frackers.
The antis are passionately opposed and the pros are
equally passionate about what they perceive as their
right to do as they please with their land. According to
newspaper articles, there were 900-1000 people at the
hearing. Those against hydraulic fracturing outnumbered
those in favor. Pro-drillers appeared to be farmers/
landowners who were anxious for drilling to begin so
they would get their royalty checks. Gas companies had
a station at a nearby hotel handed out yellow tee shirts
with “JOBS” stenciled across the front. Most of the prodrilling contingent wore those shirts. Some were a bit
hostile. A woman wearing a “JOBS” shirt, seated in front
of me, made rude remarks and sniggered when a woman
with a 200-acre organic blueberry farm in Sydney, NY
began to cry as she wondered what would happen to her
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farm as the leased land around her was fracked. (New
York state has a Compulsory Integration law that allows
drilling under your land (even if you have not signed a
lease) if the majority of your neighbors have.) Once, the
“JOBS” shirt lady in front of me turned around and
asked me how big my farm was. When I said, “Two
hundred six acres,” she replied, “I don’t believe you!”
and turned her back in a huff. She also accused us of
being “paid to be there.”
On the Local Level
Our chapter challenged SUNY Oswego with regard
to their wetlands mitigation for the student housing
project on campus. It was resolved by the acquisition
of a parcel of 40 acres of wetland/upland at Silver
Lake/Mud Pond in Oswego County by the Central
New York Land Trust, Inc. SUNY Oswego provided
$18,000 as per the Mitigation Agreement.
During the past year, OAS Board Members, as
well as Montezuma Audubon Center director,
Frank Moses, have met with Honeywell about the
Onondaga Lake Restoration Project. We have had the
opportunity to make recommendations for restoration
of bird habitat along the lake shore and at adjacent
wetlands. Honeywell has been extremely receptive to
suggestions from Audubon and is keeping us informed
of their plans for the rest of Onondaga Lake.
In November, the Onondaga Audubon Society joined
the Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society and Sullivan
County Audubon Society in calling for a ban on
hydrofracking in New York. Simply put, even with
stringent controls and oversight, the cumulative
impacts of the components of this process pose an
unacceptable risk to birds and their habitat.
Please visit our blog at www.OnondagaAudubon.
com and click on Conservation to read about recent
developments related to HVHF, the TransCanada
Keystone XL pipeline, the BP oil spill, and the loss of
Anne LaBastille and Wangari Maathai.

THINKING ABOUT
MAGEE MARSH?
Anyone interested in visiting Magee Marsh during
spring migration is reminded that the cutoff date
for reserving a room @$79.94/night at the Comfort
Inn in Port Clinton, OH is April 4. See the last
Kestrel for details or contact Maryanne Adams @
goldtailedhermit@aol.com.

WITH A LITTLE HELP
FOR OUR FRIEND:
How the OAS helped make a conservation difference
by Gerry Smith
As an alumnus of the State University College at
Oswego (SUNYCO) I receive various information
from my alma mater. It came to my attention that a need
for more on campus housing was to result in filling
of several acres of wetlands. Since I remembered
the wetlands fondly as places for birds and herptiles,
particularly in spring, I was concerned that appropriate
mitigation occur to compensate for this habitat loss.
While these sites were too small to be regulated by New
York State, since they were hydologically attached to
Lake Ontario, federal regulations under the authority
of the US Army Corps of Engineers applied.
As then OAS president, I asked then OAS Conservation
chair Tom Riley to investigate the situation. Tom
discovered that initial mitigation proposed involved a
trail and some education efforts on wetlands directed
at SUNYCO students. On behalf of OAS, Tom
made it very clear to all interested parties that such
measures were inadequate and that habitat loss must
be compensated for by habitat protection or gain.
Our participation in this process helped stimulate
discussion of alternative options, involving faculty
from the SUNYCO biology department, college
administrators, the Army Corps and The Central New
York Land Trust.
The end result of his process is a win-win for everyone.
Although a few acres of wetland will be lost to needed
development, critical wetland resources are being
protected. As mitigation for this project, SUNYCO
is providing funds to protect part of Mud Pond Fen
in Oswego County. This fen has been identified as
critical habitat for endangered animals by the New
York Natural Heritage Program. In years past Diann C.
Jackson, Assistant Director at SUNYCO’s Rice Creek
Field Station, has worked on conservation outreach to
many landowners at this critical site. These efforts may
have helped the awareness of local landowners of the
natural values of this fen. These lands will be owned
by The Central New York Land Trust and preserved
as critical habitat. Congratulations to the college and
TCNYLT for this great project
In my opinion the OAS role in asking questions and
assisting regulators contributed to this wonderful final
outcome. We need to continue to do more such work
in future.
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HOG ISLAND -

The ice was immediately broken when he began his
speech, telling us that when he first took the job of
Audubon president, he asked himself, “What have
I gotten myself into? And that was before anyone
mentioned ‘dues share’ to me.”

CHAPTER LEADERSHIP CAMP
by Maryanne Adams

Since 1936, Hog Island Audubon Camp has educated
and inspired people who love nature and who wish to
learn the best ways to inspire others. In August, OAS
Board members Maryanne Adams, Jason Mauro,
and Tim McCoy attended the Chapter Leadership
Program there.
The week was filled with activities. Most days began
with a 6:00 AM before breakfast bird walk and closed
with an after-dinner program. We enjoyed learning
about National Audubon’s Atlantic Flyway Initiative
(AFI) which focuses on specific ecosystems,
migration stopover sites, and habitat used for overwintering located outside the U.S. We were very
impressed with presentations by chapters from
Florida, North Carolina, and New York City that were
already implementing projects closely linked to AFI
Conservation Priorities. Case studies demonstrating
“How to Develop an Education Program to Achieve
Conservation Outcomes,” were presented during
another session.
Tim, Jason, and I participated in small-group breakout
sessions to develop projects that would help achieve
the conservation goals of the AFI at the chapter level.
It wasn’t all hard work. We were treated to
entertaining and informative presentations about
John James Audubon, The Puffin Project and Hog
Island. We enjoyed a Sunset Cruise, an off-island
Puffin Boat Tour, and an Intertidal Romp where we
received firsthand knowledge of how it feels to use
the outdoors as your classroom.
We also learned about Land Conservation Tools
and Strategies and participated in a Mock Chapter
Meeting that demonstrated how to inspire advocacy
action. During this activity, we filled out postcards
asking legislators to support the Reauthorization of
the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act
after we watched a short, informative video. In this
way we could see how it took only a few minutes to
inspire people to become active advocates.
David Yarnold, President of the National Audubon
Society, spent Friday afternoon with us and left a
good impression. Mr. Yarnold explained how the
vision of the Flyway Initiative could be the way that
individuals, chapters, and states could use a central
concept and work together toward a common goal.

Photo taken at the Hog Island Leadership Camp.
From left to right: Jason Mauro, Maryanne Adams,
David Yarnold (National Audubon Society President),
and Tim McCoy.

During two work sessions, participants brainstormed
and refined the answer to the question, “What makes
a successful chapter?” We finally decided that it is
composed of:
a vital, functional board with an active and
engaged membership that has fun participating
in conservation and educational activities.
With that model fresh in our mind, Jason, Tim, and
I talked all the way home. How could we make the
Onondaga Audubon Society even more successful
than it already was? One of the things we talked
about was how to raise funds for Derby Hill. That’s
where the notion of the Bird Festival came from.
(Since then, we’ve had two meetings and added Niles
Brown and Michele Neligan to our planning group.)
There is no doubt that Hog Island Leadership Camp
is inspirational. Again, we thank those whose
generosity made it possible for us to attend-- the
Onondaga Audubon Society, National Audubon, and
Judith Lockwood, who established our scholarship
fund and contributed additional money last year.
Mike Burger and Laura McCarthy did a fantastic job
planning the week and facilitating sessions. The food
was fabulous, the accommodations were pleasantly
rustic, the setting was picture perfect, and the staff,
the leaders, and the other participants were the kind
of people you felt privileged to meet. We look forward
to putting our ideas into action.
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FLEDGLING 2011

Bluebird back yard
Story and photos contributed by Niles Brown
Where do they go? Ever wondered just what happens
to the little guys when they leave the nest or fledge?
According to the books they stay close by for a period
of time. Their first flight is supposed to go up high. It
takes 10 to 14 days before the fledglings learn to go to
the ground to feed themselves. During this time the
parents, often the male feeds them. The female may be
occupied with the next brood.
I had been monitoring a nest box in my back yard part
of April and into mid May. On May 24th I found a little
guy on the ground at the edge of an Alberta Spruce on
the North West corner of the house. There is no direct
path from the nest box to this location. I went into the
house, retrieved my camera and took the photos. I felt
really fortunate to get quality shots of such a youngster
the first day out of the nest. In fact it almost seemed
to want to come to me looking for food. Life is good.

Wild Winter Programs @
the Montezuma Audubon Center
To register or for more information about the
Montezuma Audubon Center or its programs please
call 315-365-3588 or e-mail montezuma@audubon.org.
Space is limited. Registration is required.
The Center is open Tuesday-Saturday 10 AM - 4 PM.

Programs will be on the following dates:
*2/1 - 10-11:30AM Hot Cocoa & Snow: Snowshoe at
the MAC
2/11 - 1-3PM Girl Scout Snowshoe Spectacular
2/18 - 9AM-1PM Great Backyard Bird Count
Volunteer Event
*2/18 - 1-2:30PM Hot Cocoa & Snow: Great
Backyard Birds
2/20 - 1-3PM Webelos Scout Naturalist Badge Day
2/22 - 9AM-4PM Winter Breakout! - Full or half day
2/23 - 6:30-9:30PM Shade Grown Coffee House &
Open Mic
2/25 - 1-3:30PM Nature of Montezuma Lecture &
Snowshoe
*2/29 - 10AM-Noon Hot Cocoa & Snow: Snowshoe
at Howland’s Is.
3/3 - 9AM-1PM Nest Box Building Volunteer Day
3/7 - 9AM-Noon Montezuma Birding Van Tour
3/28 – 8AM-2PM Derby Hill Hawk Watch (3/29
backup date)
3/29 - 6:30-9:30PM Shade Grown Coffee House &
Open Mic
3/31 – 8-9:30PM Amphibian Migration Hike
4/21 – 9AM-1PM Trail Tracker Volunteer Workday
4/25 – 8AM-2PM Derby Hill Hawk Watch (4/26
backup date)
The Home School Nature Series will have programs
Feb 16, 17, March 29, 30, and April 26, 27.
Please call the MAC for details on these programs.
For detailed information about any of these programs,
please visit http://ny.audubon.org/montezuma.htm.

Next chapter: Not five minutes later a Sharp-shinned
Hawk flew from the area where the fledgling had been
and went to the treed area across from the house. I said
to myself “oh no there goes the little guy!” I consoled
myself by accepting that that was nature’s way. As a
bonus, I had a great photo so he could live on at least
in a picture.
I didn’t think much about it again until two weeks or
so later. I then saw an adult male with two fledglings
in the back yard near the original nest. I felt much
better as I knew two young had fledged from that nest
and there were no other young Bluebirds nearby. The
Sharpie didn’t get the little fellow after all! Without *50% Discount for Friends of the Montezuma
monitoring and observation I would have never known Wetlands Complex applies to programs with an
asterisk.
the little guy survived.
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OAS LOCAL
MEMBERSIPS

BIRDATHON 2012

FOR 2012 ARE DUE

OAS local memberships are on a calendar year
basis. These memberships help us conduct the many
programs of OAS locally. The limited dues split we
receive from the dues of National Audubon members
only assigned to the chapter does not cover our cost of
providing The Kestrel to these members.
Please consider becoming a local OAS member if
you are not already one. The board looks forward
to serving our members and the communities of our
service area in the coming year.

As the days lengthen and winter begins to lose its grip,
our minds turn to thoughts of the spring migration that
is soon to arrive. We look forward to it with longing,
yet, it is all too easy to miss this great event. All it
takes is a few commitments and a lapse of memory or
two, and before we know it, migration is over. Darn!
But not to worry! There is a great way to make sure
that we don’t miss out on this celebration of spring.
Simply sign up, and take part in Birdathon 2012. This
event is scheduled for Saturday May 19th, at the peak
of migration, when the greatest variety of birds can be
found in our area.

Please join us as a Local

Member and renew your local
OAS membership by sending
a check to membership chair
Whitni Smith at the address
listed on Page 2.

OAS HAS A BLOG!!
The Onondaga Audubon Blog is Now Live!

To reach as many people as we can with the Audubon
message we have added a blog. OnondagaAudubon.
com enables committee chairs to add content in a
timely manner and provides an opportunity for visitor
feedback.
We have had a web site for several years and a
Facebook page for a couple of years. We encourage
you to visit all three on-line locations and use those
that best fit your information needs.
www.OnondagaAudubon.com is the blog address.
www.OnondagaAudubon.org is the web site address.
You will find the latest information about public
programs, field trips, chapter events and environmental
issues. Visit us soon and often!
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How to sign up – Contact Ken or Rose Burdick, at
(315) 685-5571 or via e-mail at OAS.Birdathon@
verizon.net. We will send you a team information
packet as the event approaches.
Who can join – Birdathon is open to all birders and
birdwatchers of any age or experience level who want
to have fun.
Where to go birding – Bird any locations you
like within Kingbird Region. The region includes
Onondaga, Oswego, Madison, Oneida, and Herkimer
Counties, plus Cayuga County north of Route 31.
Online map is at www.nybirds.org/regionmap.htm
When to bird – May 19, 2012, from midnight Friday
to midnight Saturday, for as many hours (or few) as
you like.
How to count – Record the name of each species that
you identify by sight and/or sound – no need to count
individual birds. Honor system please! Report only
those species that you are sure of.

Onondaga Audubon Society
P.O. Box 620, Syracuse NY 13201
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FIELD TRIPS
Field trips are free and open to the public.
Novice birders (and non-birders too!) are

welcome. If you are planning to join us on a field trip,
you should notify the leader whose telephone number
is listed with the trip details. Please call at a reasonable
hour as most birders turn in early. Carpooling from the
meeting place is encouraged. If your schedule allows
you to join the carpool, do remember to offer to help
the driver with the cost of gas.
Occasionally changes in published field trips and/or
additional trips are announced on the OAS website
http://www.onondagaaudubon.org.

BEAVER LAKE NATURE CENTER
February 18, Saturday
Gene Huggins 315-696-8065
Gene Huggins will lead a field trip to Beaver Lake
Nature Center looking for winter birds. Trip will start
at the Nature Center building at 8:00 AM and should
last between 4 and 5 hours. Please contact Gene for
additional details.

DERBY HILL BIRD OBSERVATORY
March 31, Saturday
10 AM -3 PM
Gerry Smith
315-771-6902
Gerry Smith will lead a trip to the Derby Hill Bird
Observatory and vicinity. If weather is suitable for hawk
migration we may witness the peak of Red-shouldered
Hawk and early eagle movements. Dress warmly in
layers as Derby Hill
NORTHWESTERN JEFFERSON COUNTY
can be very cold at this
February 11, Saturday
9 AM -3 PM
time of season or very
Gerry Smith
315-771-6902
warm by afternoon.
Gerry will lead a trip to Northwestern Jefferson County
Please contact Gerry for
for winter hawks, open country birds, & waterfowl. Shortdetails.
eared Owl & Snowy Owl are possible with other northern
species likely. This trip will be primarily by car & is
Male Pileated
weather dependent. For anyone interested, an extension
Woodpecker
until dusk to seek Short-eared Owls leaving their daytime
Photo by Ken Hodgson.
roost may be offered. Please contact Gerry for details.
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