
CONSERVATION
by Thomas Riley, Conservation Chair
MY THOUGHTS
This is my last column for The Kestrel and I am 
indulging myself with an opinion piece that is solely 
mine and does not (to my knowledge) reflect the view 
of the chapter’s board, officers or editor. Writing this 
conservation column for the past four years I found 
myself occasionally wincing as it seemed I was 
sounding like Chicken Little – with “the sky is falling” 
warnings about industrial scale wind power and bio-
fuel production’s negative impact on bird populations. 
I hope my message was not perceived as anti-alternative 
energy. To the contrary, I believe that we are going to 
need to innovate and develop alternatives to fossil fuel 
energy. This column will address how we might achieve 
that change while providing a vibrant economy, and an 
enhanced quality of life in upstate New York.
The key, I believe, will be in developing appropriately 
scaled and sited energy sources. Ideally the basis for 
our future energy economy should be local and small 
and it should start with conservation of energy used for 
transportation and housing. 
Today gas is hovering around $4.00 a gallon. What if gas 

PROGRAMS & 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SEPTEMBER 2011 PROGRAM MEETING
FAYETTEVILLE LIBRARY 300 ORCHARD ST. FAYETTEVILLE NY.
Wednesday, September 14, 7:00 PM
Story of the Bald Eagle Recovery in NYS
Mike Allen, a retired DEC agent that worked extensively 
on the recovery of the Bald Eagle in NY state, will share 
the story of his work.

OCTOBER 2011 PROGRAM MEETING
LIVERPOOL LIBRARY, 310 TULIP ST. LIVERPOOL, NY
Wednesday, October 12, 7:00 PM
Owls of the Pacific Northwest
Chris Standley, an ESF graduate student, will discuss his 
work on owls of the Pacific Northwest.

NOVEMBER 2011 PROGRAM MEETING
FAYETTEVILLE FREE LIBRARY
Wednesday, November 9, 7:00 PM
Boreal chickadee and environmental outreach 
programs in the Adirondacks
Paul Hai, an ESF staff member stationed at the Adirondack 
Ecological Center, will discuss some work he has done 
on the Boreal Chickadee and environmental outreach 
programs in the Adirondacks.

A HAPPY EVENT...
Please avoid Derby Hill on the weekend of July 9, 2011. 
Danielle Lichtenstein, daughter of Derby Hill neighbors 
Mark and Mary, is having her wedding at the North 
Lookout on that Saturday.
In order to minimize any interference with this happy 
event, please do not go to Derby Hill on this weekend.
Thank you!
Onondaga Audubon Board Conservation continues on page 3

Onondaga Audubon Society
A Chapter of National Audubon

Serving Cayuga, Cortland, Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Madison, 
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Small solar panel kits, like these two, can be one step 
homeowners can take to decrease their grid usage.  

Photo by Julie Covey
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Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc. is a chapter of the National 
Audubon Society.  Meetings will be held at various sites 
primarily within Onondaga County on different dates during 
different months from September to May, excluding January 
and February.  Please check The Kestrel and/or http://www.
onondagaaudubon.org for details on each monthly meeting’s 
date and time.  Meetings usually run approximately two hours 
long.  Field trips are held year round to observe birds, and 
other interesting aspects of nature.  All programs and field 
trips are free and open to the public.
OAS owns and operates two sanctuaries on Lake Ontario: 
Derby Hill Bird Observatory and Richard A. Noyes 
Sanctuary.  Derby Hill is an important site for spring hawk 
migration.  Noyes Sanctuary provides a variety of scenic 
and birding opportunities in all seasons.  Both sanctuaries 
have maintained trails and are free and open to the public, 
dawn to dusk.
Chapter only members receive The Kestrel newsletter.  
Joint members with National Audubon receive The Kestrel 
plus Audubon Magazine.  Onondaga Audubon encourages 
membership in both National Audubon and the local 
chapter.  Members are encouraged to actively participate as 
volunteers in all functions of Onondaga Audubon. 
Problems with subscriptions should be referred to the 
membership chair.
Letters to the Editor may be sent to:

Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 620, Syracuse, NY  13201 

Phone 315-696-8065
http://www.onondagaaudubon.org

The mission of the Onondaga Audubon Society is to 
engender in the people of the Central New York Community 
a greater appreciation of wildlife, land, water, and other 
natural resources.  The members of Onondaga Audubon 
believe this will lead to the wiser use of these resources and 
encourage this result through our programs, field trips, 
sanctuary management and environmental education. 

Onondaga Audubon Society
Chapter Membership Application

For information on National Audubon Society membership 
please visit the OAS website: 

http://www.onondagaaudubon.org.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN:
To enroll as a member of the Onondaga Audubon Society chapter 
only please send your name, address, and a check for $15, made 
payable to the Onondaga Audubon Society, to:

Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 620
Syracuse, NY  13201

You will receive The Kestrel newsletter several times per year.
Onondaga Audubon Society Chapter Code:

RO5 
7XCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Deadline for the next issue is October 8, 2011.

Montezuma Audubon Center Summer Programs
To register or for more information about the Montezuma 
Audubon Center or its programs please call 315-365-3588 or 
e-mail montezuma@audubon.org. 
Space is limited.  Registration is required.
The Center is open Tuesday-Saturday 10 AM - 4 PM.
Programs will be on the following dates:
July 

13  8-11 AM
20*  10-11 AM
23*  2-3:30 PM
27*  8-10 AM
28  6:30-9:30 PM

August 
3*  8-11 AM
10*  10-11 AM
13  1:30-4:30 PM
17  8-11 AM
20*  2-3:30 PM
24*  8-10 AM
25  6:30-9:30 PM
27*  2-3:30 PM
31  8-11 AM

September 
24* 2-3:30 PM

For detailed information about these programs, please visit 
http://ny.audubon.org/montezuma.htm.
*50% Discount for Friends of the Montezuma Wetlands 
Complex applies to programs with an asterisk.
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cost $5.00 or $6.00 a gallon? And what if the additional 
$1 or $2 dollars a gallon was an energy independence 
surcharge, a surcharge that would be used to fund 
innovation in energy conservation and development. 
This innovation might come from research into new 
sources and methods of production. Or the innovation 
might come from job making programs to retrofit older 
homes with high R-value insulation or solar hot water. 
This per gallon price sounds expensive until you consider 
that the income tax rate could be lowered to compensate 
for the amount spent for fossil fuel. Essentially the use 
of energy would fund the research and innovation of 
energy conservation initiatives and alternative energy 
development. 
And it goes without saying that the current exploration 
and research incentives that big oil now receives need 
to go away.
Older homes could receive tax refunds for insulation 
and other energy saving improvements – every year. 
The current pattern of short term on-again off-again 
incentives and rebates are public relation gimmicks. 
They need to be permanent or at least of a duration that 
individuals and businesses can plan to take advantage 
of the programs. New home construction would require 
(instead of being an option) maximally effective 
insulation, triple pane windows, solar hot water, and 
passive solar site considerations. In addition, every new 
home would require an inspection for compliance with 
energy efficiency standards before allowing occupancy.
We could require public utilities to encourage and 
facilitate energy back metering. After all, we are already 
paying the utilities a delivery fee. If they are truly in 
the delivery business then they should be required to 
aggressively foster the production and integration of 
small scale locally produced power sources like home 
and farm scale wind and solar installations. The recent 
news articles about the local farmer who was four years 
getting his small wind power system approved and 
integrated in to the power grid is probably typical (and 
the delays intentional).
What if the miles per gallon requirements for automobiles 
were increased by 10% every year? In 8 years gas 
consumption would be cut in half. For a vehicle with 
a current 20-mpg rating that only requires less than a 
3 miles per gallon increase in fuel economy per model 
year. The current MPG standards are not aggressive 
enough to make the change needed fast enough.
With gas at these surcharge prices, electric vehicles 

become even more attractive. Incentives to encourage 
the purchase of electric vehicles should be reinstated 
and enhanced.
Alternative energy development and energy 
conservation should be a profitable combination for 
all of us. If we make one of the major revenue sources 
for funding government a surcharge on fossil fuel and 
use that source as a fund to reduce income tax and 
incentivize energy conservation and alternative non-
carbon based energy development we could all profit. 
Now the incentives are targeted toward big projects. 
These incentives attract investors, most from out of 
state. I would feel more comfortable with a lot of my 
neighbors doing small initiatives of solar, wind and geo-
thermal energy projects. That coupled with more New 
York residents doing innovative home insulation and 
energy saving retrofitting could be a very compelling 
way to shake our fossil fuel habit.
This approach would create a lot of jobs, and benefit 
most of us directly. It’s a big change from how our energy 
economy works now. Moving away from taxing income 
to taxing energy consumption is a quantum leap but the 
challenges facing us are enormous and will need big 
changes to meet the challenge. While every member of 
congress receives money from big oil, and many receive 
contributions from the utility industry we still have the 
vote. We need politicians with vision and courage to 
make some major directional changes… soon. 
Here are the titles of two books that address these and 
many other energy related issues that I found worthwhile 
reading:
World on Edge by Lester Brown
Earth – The Sequel by Frederick Krupp

PLEASE, CONSIDER 
TAKING THE KESTREL 
ONLINE!
Help Onondaga Audubon Society save money by taking 
your Kestrel online.  Those taking the Kestrel online 
receive an email with the link to the latest Kestrel when 
it becomes available.  
An added bonus is that all the pictures in the electronic, 
online version are in gorgeous full color!  
Please contact newsletter editor Julie Covey at 
birdeditor@tds.net for more information. In the email, 
please include your postal mailing address, so we may 
be certain of whom we are taking off the postal mailing 
list. THANKS!
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BIRDATHON 2011
Birdathon lived up to its name this year, with plenty 
of birds.  Not only that, we had good weather as well!  
The team record remained unbroken (just barely), but 
the total number of species reported was more like 
something from a New Jersey count!  The total from all 
teams combined came in at 209, smashing the previous 
record of 200 set back in 1999.  The biggest difference 
showed up in the number of waterfowl, with a couple 
extra each of shorebirds and raptors thrown in for good 
measure.
Basically, we had the same crew as last year, with 77 
folks participating on 29 teams – down just a few year-
on-year.  That makes two years running with a great 
turnout.  Financial results are not yet in, but so far, that 
is looking good as well.  Please remember that Birdathon 
is a major fundraiser for Onondaga Audubon.  Donations 
and pledges are always welcome. 
This year, the weather during the previous week had been 
unfavorable for migration.  The wind was either from 
the north quarter, or from the southeast with various 
combinations of fog, rain, more rain and drizzle. Derby 
Hill had no hawk movement for four days, followed by 
modest counts later in the week.  Similarly, the fog and 
rain all but shut down the water bird migration through 
Oneida Lake.  Birdathon fell on the latest possible date 
this year, so most of the locally-breeding species had 
time to arrive, yet a good number of migrants were still 
in the area to be found. 
WINNING TEAMS
For a third consecutive year, the Woodcocks composed 
of Bill Purcell, Kevin McGann and Chris Spagnoli took 
the top billing, matching their very impressive 2009 
record of 152 species.  The competition is pretty tough at 
the top, so the Archaeopteryx team of Mickey Scilingo 
and Marty Mau had to settle for second place with their 
first-class total of 148.  
Moving up quickly through the rankings, the ESF team 
Aflockalypse Now led by Lewis Grove rocketed into 
third place with a very worthy 136 species.  Not too far 
behind, honorable mention goes to Tony Shrimpton & 
Sue Adair (Plover-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named) at 126 as 
well as two teams tied at 121 – the Dave Wheeler, Lisa 
Welch duo (Yellow-throated Vireos) and Joe Brin with 
Jim Tarroli (I Like Shrike!).  These three teams birded in 
restricted geographical areas, so these numbers are a bit 
loftier than they appear.
SINGLES, RARITIES AND BIRD OF THE DAY
What a year it was for singles and doubles!  There were 
an unbelievable 29 “single species” and 11 “double 

species” reported by only one, or two teams respectively.  
In some years, we might have only a dozen singles, but 
this year that was achieved by just the three top teams 
alone.  The Woodcocks racked up five singles, while the 
Plover-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named and Bushwhacking 
Birder each had four.  
We also had an excellent showing in the unusual-
sightings category.  These included Rough-legged Hawk, 
Golden Eagle, Piping Plover, Gray Jay, Orange-crowned 
Warbler, Worm-eating Warbler, Kentucky Warbler, and 
Clay-colored Sparrow – all potential “Best Birds” on a 
given year.  Two that stood out above the rest were the 
Wrenegades’ Worm-eating Warbler and, of course, the 
plover who must not be named.  The Wrenegades took 
home the Clark(e)’s Nutcracker for the warbler, while 
the Plovers-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named took the honor of 
adding another new species to the Birdathon list.
AWARDS
We have award categories for youngest new birder, 
smallest carbon footprint and best team name.  Also, 
the top fundraisers will be announced later in the year.  
Dave Nash again took the prize for most birds per gallon 
with his 93 birds per zero miles – exactly the same as 
last year. Honorable mention goes to Kyle Buelow with 
51 species on foot.  Seth Cutright also did well, but you 
have to be a purist with no mileage in order to win this 
category.  The Youngest New Birder award went to ESF 
team member Elana Tornquist, and lastly the best team 
name was also taken by ESF for Aflockalypse Now.  
AS ALWAYS, it is the teams that participated, and to 
all those who raised funds or sponsored a team that 
make this a great event. We are also hugely indebted 
to Michele Neligan for her great job of organizing the 
Picnic.  Finally, we would like to thank Store Manager 
Mike Schreiner and the Clay Tops Friendly Markets 
for their generous donation of food & beverages for the 
Birdathon Picnic. 
Thank you all!  And, we hope to see you next year on the 
third Saturday - May 19, 2012.
Please check out our website at http://www.
onondagaaudubon.org for the complete species list from 
this year’s Birdathon!
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Team & Members Territory Species Team Singles

Aflockalypse Now (Lewis Grove, Sara 
Hansen, Scott Warsen, Chris Standley, Elana 
Tornquist, Eric Ungberg, Natasha Karniski)

Oneida, Onondaga & Oswego Co. 136 Black-crowned 
Night-Heron

3rd Place, Best 
Name, Youngest 
New Birder

Archaeopteryx (Mickey Scilingo, Martin Mau) Oswego & Onondaga Co. 148 Gadwall, Clay-
colored Sparrow 2nd Place

Bird-in-some-place (Daniel Leete) Town of Lebanon 76 Rusty Blackbird
The Blackburnians (Jane Needham & Janet 
Needham McGraw)

Onondaga Valley Cemetery, Gully Road, 
Baltimore Woods, Toad Harbor, Pine Grove 73  

Bluebirds (John Rogers, Pat Burns) Western Oneida Co. & Oswego Co. 116  

Bushwhacking Birder (Dan Crane) Pepperbox Wilderness (Herkimer Co.) 51
Ring-necked Duck, 

Common Goldeneye, 
Olive-sided 

Flycatcher, Gray Jay
Toughest Route

The Butterbutts and Tailwaggers (Jason 
Mauro, Tom Meier, Becky Lynch)

Baltimore Woods, Red Mill Swamp, 
Sunset Bay Park, Noyes, Derby Hill 107 Golden Eagle

Crazy Celts (Gene Huggins & Michele Neligan) Onondaga & Oswego Co. 76  
Eiseneers (Brenda Best & Betty Armbruster) Madison & Oneida Co. 94 Wilson’s Snipe
Gray-crested Flakcatchers (Sue Boettger & 
Bill Gruenbaum)

Manlius, DeWitt, Sullivan, Cicero, 
Fabius, Pompey 94  

Hawk Counter (Seth Cutright) Derby Hill, Sunset Bay Park, 9 Mile 
Point Rd. 95  

Hooded Warbler (Marge Rusk) Town of Sterling 46  
I Like Shrike! (Joe Brin, Jim Tarroli) Onondaga & Oswego Co. 121  
King David’s Heron (Lin Garrepy, Nancy 
Bridges, Barb Reuter) Onondaga & Oswego Co. 87  

Loonatics (Deb & Emma Rahalski) Cayuga, Oneida, Onondaga & Oswego Co. 82  
Mad Cowbirds (Dave Baldrini, Geoff Moore, 
John H. Moore, John Moore, Katalin Moore, 
Peter Moore.)

Van Buren, Clay, Salina, Schroeppel, 
Lysander, Mexico, West Monroe, Constantia, 
Volney, Scriba, New Haven, Richland

107
Greater 

Yellowlegs, 
Pectoral Sandpiper

One Jay Not Blue (Judy Wright) Madison, Oneida, Onondaga & Oswego Co. 91 American Pipit
Oran Station (Kyle Buelow) Oran Station Road, Pompey 51  

Osprey Can You See (Dave Nash) Clay Marsh 93  Most Birds Least 
Miles

Plover-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named (Tony 
Shrimpton & Sue Adair )

Lake Ontario shoreline from Fair Haven 
to Sandy Pond 126

Dunlin, Lesser Black-
backed Gull, Orange-

crowned Warbler, 
Piping Plover

4th Place

Que Sora Sora (Ken & Rose Burdick, Dave 
Graham)

Skaneateles, Spafford, Marcellus, 
Elbridge, Brutus, Mentz 98 Bufflehead

Shrike Force (Dr. Stephen Schwab, Dr. 
Stephen Baker, Chris Stanger) Madison, Oneida, Onondaga & Oswego Co. 106  

Team Ovenbird (Jeanne & David Ryan) Madison & Onondaga Co. 104 Kentucky Warbler
Ten Legs and a Tail (Maryanne Adams, Ken 
Hodgson, Juanita Willson) Cayuga & Oswego Co. 103 American Coot, 

Trumpeter Swan
Tweedle-dee-dum (Tom McKay, Jim Stacey) Syracuse, Dewitt, Jamesville 44  

Twenty Twitters Trackside (Dick Askeland) Eastwood and environs 57  

Woodcocks (Bill Purcell, Kevin McGann, 
Chris Spagnoli)

West Monroe, Constantia, Hastings, 
Schroeppel, Volney, Scriba, New Haven, 
Mexico, Richland, Orwell, Albion and 
Parish

152

Northern Pintail, 
Lesser Scaup, White-
winged Scoter, Black 
Scoter, White-rumped 

Sandpiper

1st Place Team

Wrenegades (Faith, Jim & Charlie Baker) Williamstown, Richland, Sandy Creek, 
Florence, Camden, Amboy, Albion 94 Worm-eating 

Warbler Best Bird

Yellow-throated Vireos (Dave Wheeler, Lisa 
Welch, Lucy) Oswego County shoreline 121 Red-necked Grebe, 

Ruddy Turnstone

OAS BIRDATHON TEAMS      Region 5, May 21, 2011      Teams & Members
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THINK SPRING 
MIGRATION 2012  

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to see 
twenty warbler species at close range in just a few days? 
You can find out next spring if you decide to visit the 
Crane Creek - Magee Marsh - Ottawa NWR Region of 
Northwest Ohio. This area is located between Cleveland 
and Toledo and is an easy drive from Central New York.
In 2011, the “Biggest Week in American Birding” was 
scheduled from May 5 to May 15. Next year’s dates 
have not yet been set, but they’ll be similar.  During the 
weeklong birding festival, there are programs, lectures, 
guided excursions, and other activities appropriate 
for birders of all ability levels. You may visit birding 
hotspots on your own, or sign up to go with groups.  
Everyone has access to the professional guides wearing 
bright lime-green jackets who are on hand to offer 
assistance.  These highly skilled birders from Tropical 
Birding and Swarovski Optic locate and point out 
migrants to all who wish to see them.  Kenn Kaufman 
in on hand to look for rarities in the locations where 
they usually show up and he also makes predictions for 
when warbler fallouts are most likely.
For a detailed description of the Biggest Week, go to 
www.biggestweekinamericanbirding.com. There you 
can read about the events that took place in May 2011 
and get specific information about which birds you 
are likely to see. Although the boardwalk at Magee 
Marsh is crowded with birders and photographers, 
the mood is generally quite cordial and, at times, even 
jubilant. Imagine what it’s like when twenty-five people 
simultaneously get a lifer when a Connecticut Warbler 

pops up from behind a log!
The OAS has reserved a block of ten rooms at the 
Comfort Inn in Port Clinton, Ohio. This hotel is quite 
comfortable and a nice breakfast is included. The 
cost for a room with two double beds will be $79.94, 
including tax. Contact information and specific dates 
will be provided in the next Kestrel.

SANCTUARIES
Seth Cutright has finished his second season as the 
Derby Hill hawk counter and has returned to his home 
in Wisconsin. We thank Seth for all his work this spring.
This will be remembered as Derby Hill’s year of the 
eagle, with some spectacular flights of those magnificent 
birds, and some phenomenal numbers, especially of Bald 
Eagles. While there will be a thorough report in the annual 
Derby Hill Bird Observatory Newsletter this fall, I will 
mention one spectacular day in late April when a record 
ninety-six eagles were recorded in a single day, including 
a daily record high of twenty-six Golden Eagles.
At the Noyes Sanctuary, the trails were cleared on May 
14. There were three new large deadfalls on the Red Trail, 
but they were trimmed so that they are all step-overs. The 
trails at that time were very wet from the very intense and 
continuous rains that had fallen through April and early 
May. The trails should be drier now, but there are some 
persistent wet areas on the Green Trail.
Finally, something else very special will be occurring at 
Derby Hill this year. The first wedding will take place on 
the Hill on July 9th. Danielle Lichtenstein of Grandview 
Avenue will wed William Rombough. The Lichtensteins 
have been helpful neighbors and Derby Hill supporters for 

a number of years. Anyone planning to visit Derby Hill 
around that time should be aware that preparations on 
the Hill will begin prior to the 9th. A tent will be erected 
in advance and will probably remain until the 10th.
But there will be not only one wedding on the Hill, 
but two.  The second wedding will take place (weather 
permitting) on September 10th. This will be the 
wedding of Jacqlyn Witmer of Wooster, Ohio to David 
Riposo. The Riposo family owns a cottage on Mexico 
Point and their daughter is married to the son of former 
OAS Board member Larry VanDruff.
For both of these weddings, in addition to the 
occupation of the bluff and the main area of the north 
lookout, the handicapped parking by the house and the 
parking lot at the top of the hill in the third field will 
be used for the cars of the wedding party and guests.
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The boardwalk - Magee Marsh

by David Muir,
Sanctuary Chair



Four years ago, I returned to the board of the Onondaga 
Audubon Society convinced that I would not serve as 
the President since I had been the society’s President 
from 1983-85. Later, I would change my mind for the 
following reasons: The board has developed into a 
group of people who respect and work well with one 
another. Our vision continues to be the education of the 
public about conservation and environmental issues that 
affect the quality of life, not only for us, but also for 
future generations to come. Lastly, we are not afraid to 
implement new ideas that would enhance that vision. My 
sincere thanks to Gerry Smith’s four years of service to 
OAS. His enthusiasm and dedication to the care of our 
natural world has not waned in the 37 years that I have 
known him.
It is important for a President to begin with a few stated 
goals that set forth our course of action for the next two 
years. They are the following:
Publicity  It is very important for the public to know 
who we are, what we stand for, and why we are primarily 
committed to the protection of birds and the restoration 
of their habitat. Effort must be made through the various 
forms of media available to us and the personal contact 
that we have with friends and neighbors to present the 
Audubon message.
Education  Our young people will constitute the 
membership and leaders for tomorrow’s Onondaga 
Audubon Society. Recently, Maryanne Adams who is on 
our education committee, agreed to take on the important 
role of continuing the Audubon Adventures for at least 5 
teachers in our public and parochial Schools. If anyone is 
aware of a family who is home schooling their children, 
Audubon Adventures would be an ideal addition to their 
curriculum. Thanks go to Ilana Kanfer for her dedicated 
efforts in this important project. 
Derby Hill  New innovative ideas are needed to 
communicate the importance of the Derby Hill Bird 
Observatory to the visiting public. The hawk count will 
continue, but we also must recognize on how to meet 
the changing needs and desires for a new generation of 
visitors. Therefore, in cooperation with David Muir and 
the Sanctuary Committee, we will be investigating ideas 
and thoughts on how to enhance its public image. Small, 
simple steps will be important toward the realization of 
this goal.  
Miscellaneous  Other goals include a new central 
location where our programs can entertain a larger 
audience from the Syracuse area.  Board member Niles 

Brown and I will be up-dating our brochure to make it 
more user-friendly. A revised Checklist of Birds will 
hopefully be published in the near future.  At our last 
program meeting, it became apparent that we were in 
need of a better projector to convey the sounds of nature. 
There is always a list of things to do, but the Onondaga 
Audubon Society is up to the challenge. I want to 
thank the nominating committee, Gerry Smith, and the 
wonderful support from our membership in electing me 
to be their new President. 
Sincerely,
Gene Huggins, incoming President for OAS

PICTURES OF THE 
SEASON

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

-7-

Least Bittern in Dexter Marsh.  Photo by Julie Covey.

Trumpeter Swans in Dexter Marsh. 
Photo by Julie Covey.



Field trips are free and open to the public. 
Novice birders (and non-birders too!) are 
welcome. If you are planning to join us on a field trip, 
you should notify the leader whose telephone number 
is listed with the trip details. Please call at a reasonable 
hour as most birders turn in early.  Carpooling from the 
meeting place is encouraged. If your schedule allows 
you to join the carpool, do remember to offer to help 
the driver with the cost of gas.
Occasionally changes in published field trips and/or 
additional trips are announced on the OAS website 
http://www.onondagaaudubon.org.

GREEN LAKES STATE PARK SUMMER FIELD TRIPS
This summer there will be several field trips to Green 
Lakes State Park.  Please contact the hike leaders for 
details on specific times and meeting locations.
Saturday, July 23rd 

Lead by OAS Member Catherine Miles......... 637-6111
Saturday, July 30th

Lead by Paul Richardson.................................. 488-5022

Saturday, August 6th 
Lead by Gene Huggins..................................... 696-8065
Saturday, August 20th 
Lead by Jerry Case............................................. 687-9599
Saturday, August 27th 
Lead by Paul Richardson...................................488-5022

ONEIDA LAKE/DELTA LAKE OR LAKE 
ONTARIO 
September 4rh, Saturday 3/4 day
Tony Shrimpton 447-9982
Trip will be looking for shorebirds; location will 
depend on lake water levels but could be to Oneida 
and Delta Lakes or to Lake Ontario. Please bring 
waterproof footwear (if we go to Delta Lake), should 
be physically “not too demanding”. Buff breasted 
Sandpiper is a possibility. Please call Tony for details.

SYLVAN & VERONA BEACH
September 17th, Saturday  1/2 day
Bill Purcell    wpurcell@twcny.rr.com or 382-2871
Bill will lead a trip to Sylvan and Verona Beach for 
warblers and other migrants.. Please contact Bill for 
details.

FIELD TRIPS
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