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by Thomas Riley, Conservation Chair

February 2011 Program Meeting

In conjunction with Beaver Lake Nature Center

Wednesday, February 9, 7:00 PM
Elizabeth Hunter studies restoration ecology on Pinta
Island in the Galapagos. While her interests include
tortoises and the health of the whole ecosystem, she’s
also a birder. Come hear about her work on the island
and about the Galapagos birds that have impressed her.

March 2011 Program Meeting

In conjunction with Beaver Lake Nature Center

Wednesday, March 9, 7:00 PM
Can humans interfere with how birds choose their
mates? Ellen Wisner studies the effects of urban noise
on sexual selection, recently focusing on the Eastern
Bluebird. She has collected data the last two years and
will be sharing some of her findings with us.

Support the Peregrine Fund! The artwork of artist
Karen L. Allaben-Confer will be available for sale at the
February and March Audubon programs. A percentage
of the profits go to the Peregrine Fund’s North Arizona
California Condor Reproduction Project. For more
information, see http://www.karenallabenconfer.com/.

Membership Chair
needed!

Onondaga Audubon is in need of someone to step up to
take over the position of Membership Chairperson. If
interested, please contact OAS president Gerry Smith at
771-6902 or goshawk@gisco.net if you would like to help!
Responsibilities are listed in the ANNOUNCEMENTS
section on Page 2.
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Citizen Scientists
Eight to Sixty-eight
Eric is eight. According to his mother, he loves
science. A big fan of Discovery, NatGeo and Animal
Planet television, he also devours all the astronomy,
dinosaur and natural history books available in his
small village and elementary school libraries.
Maggie teaches writing and English Lit at a liberal
arts college in upstate New York. A published poet
at 27 and an accomplished musician, the sights and
sounds of nature resonate throughout her work.
Dave manages a budget of 3.5 million dollars and
oversees more than 10,000 acres of public land in
a mid-western state. He has four biologists and
ecologists on his staff. He is an extremely busy 45year-old professional at the peak of his career.
Tim and Sarah are 66 and 68. Retired on 25 acres of
farmland abandoned in the 1950s they keep fit and
connected with daily walks that circum-navigate
their property. They have no training in science.
The thread that connects these people is their
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the Kestrel online!

Help Onondaga Audubon Society save money by taking your
Kestrel online. Those taking the Kestrel online receive an email
with the link to the latest Kestrel when it becomes available.
An added bonus is that all the pictures in the electronic, online
version are in gorgeous full color!
Please contact newsletter editor Julie Covey at birdeditor@
tds.net for more information. In the email, please include
your postal mailing address, so we may be certain of whom
we are taking off the postal mailing list. THANKS!

Membership Chair responsibilities:
1. Send out annual notice of membership renewal requests to
local only members
2. Maintain local membership database (Excel) re: adding
new members, address changes, renewals, membership status
for Kestrel ie mail vs e mail
3. Remit payments received to chapter treasurer or national
as appropriate
4. Process change of address notices from Kestrel mailings
to national via e mail
5. Prepare most current local and national online monthly
database files for Kestrel editor and separate out e mail vs
postal mail members
6. Prepare brief annual report on membership activities for
chapter President’s review.

Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc. is a chapter of the National
Audubon Society. Meetings will be held at various sites
primarily within Onondaga County on different dates during
different months from September to May, excluding January
and February. Please check The Kestrel and/or http://www.
onondagaaudubon.org for details on each monthly meeting’s
date and time. Meetings usually run approximately two hours
long. Field trips are held year round to observe birds, and
other interesting aspects of nature. All programs and field
trips are free and open to the public.
OAS owns and operates two sanctuaries on Lake Ontario:
Derby Hill Bird Observatory and Richard A. Noyes
Sanctuary. Derby Hill is an important site for spring hawk
migration. Noyes Sanctuary provides a variety of scenic
and birding opportunities in all seasons. Both sanctuaries
have maintained trails and are free and open to the public,
dawn to dusk.
Chapter only members receive The Kestrel newsletter.
Joint members with National Audubon receive The Kestrel
plus Audubon Magazine. Onondaga Audubon encourages
membership in both National Audubon and the local
chapter. Members are encouraged to actively participate as
volunteers in all functions of Onondaga Audubon.
Problems with subscriptions should be referred to
membership chair, Elizabeth Chapman.
Letters to the Editor may be sent to:

Onondaga Audubon Society

Chapter Membership Application

For information on National Audubon Society membership
please visit the OAS website:
http://www.onondagaaudubon.org.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN:

Onondaga Audubon Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 620, Syracuse, NY 13201
Phone 315-771-6902
http://www.onondagaaudubon.org

To enroll as a member of the Onondaga Audubon Society chapter
only please send your name, address, and a check for $15, made
payable to the Onondaga Audubon Society, to:
Elizabeth Chapman
250 Oarlock Circle
East Syracuse NY 13057

The mission of the Onondaga Audubon Society is
to engender in the people of the Central New York
Community a greater appreciation of wildlife, land,
water, and other natural resources. The members of
Onondaga Audubon believe this will lead to the wiser
use of these resources and encourage this result through
our programs, field trips, sanctuary management and
environmental education.

You will receive The Kestrel newsletter several times per year.
Onondaga Audubon Society Chapter Code:
RO5
7XCH
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conservation from pg 1
Contribution to our understanding of birds, their
migration and distribution. All five participate in
citizen science projects through National Audubon
and Cornell’s Lab of Ornithology.
Eric is participating in Project Feeder Watch. He
watches the family bird feeder two days a week and
reports the data online (with help from his Mom).
There is a bird identification poster hanging next to
the window along with a note pad and pen. His list is
usually eight to ten species of common feeder birds.
Evening Grosbeak visited their yard near Summerhill
in January, causing a lot of crowding at the window.
Maggie participates in two Christmas Bird Counts
every year – and they are usually held one day after
the other! In addition she eBirds casual sightings
and regular reports for a few select locations in her
hometown. She cares deeply about birds and wants to
protect their future. She also welcomes the motivation
eBirding gives her to get outside and enjoy the day.
Dave needed a way to consolidate, access and present
data about the birds on the land he manages. eBird
presented a ready-made platform for all five members of
the staff to easily and consistently enter bird sightings.
In addition, this gives the land they manage excellent
exposure to the birding and science community.
Tim and Sarah report their observations of the birds
they see in their yard and during their walks on eBird
two to three times a week. They have committed
to do this for a year. The number of birds is slowly
dwindling as winter progresses. eBird reporting has
heightened their awareness of the daily, weekly and
seasonal changes in their local bird population.
Many scientists, government agencies and nonprofits are using eBird, Christmas Bird Count and
other Lab of Ornithology Citizen Science projects as
credible data sources. National Audubon’s Christmas
Bird Count is the oldest consecutive data set on bird
distribution and population. The power of eBird is the
sheer quantity of data that is being acquired. eBird
has amassed millions reports in just 10 years. The
Lab of Ornithology’s Citizen Science initiatives like
Project Feeder Watch are attracting students, families,
teachers, many of who might never have exposure to
birds and birding.
If you are long time birder you probably have kept
records, field notes and bird lists for years and you
very likely already participate in eBird. However, if
you are an occasional field birder, enjoy feeding birds,
or spend time out doors walking or gardening, your
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observations would also make valuable contributions
to the world’s knowledge of birds. I encourage you
to join Eric, Maggie, Dave, Sarah and Tim as citizen
scientists.
URL for Cornell Lab of Ornithology Citizen
Science Initiatives: http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
netcommunity/page.aspx?pid=1664
URL for eBird: http://ebird.org/content/ebird

Winter Programs
@ MAC
Hot Cocoa and Snow
Embrace the snowy season at the Montezuma Audubon
Center with a variety of winter-themed snowshoe
programs; then warm up with hot cocoa! You don’t
need to be an experienced snowshoer just be ready to
have lots of fun!
Feb. 12— Winter Survival 1:00-2:30 pm
Feb. 19—Backyard Bird Count 1:00-2:30 pm
Feb. 26—Puppets in the Snow 1:00-2:30 pm
Mar. 5—Bird Migration Sensation 1:00-2:30 pm
Mar. 12—Maple Sugaring 1:00-2:30 pm
Mar. 19—In Focus: The Black Walnut 1:00-2:30 pm
Mar. 26—The Art of Nature 1:00-2:30 pm
Space is limited! Registration is required.
$3/child, $5/adult, $15/family includes snowshoe
rental
The Montezuma Audubon Center is located at 2295
State Route 89, just north of Savannah, New York. For
additional information or to register call 315-365-3588
or e-mail montezuma@audubon.org.
The Montezuma Audubon Center is a State owned
facility operated through a cooperative agreement
between the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation and the National
Audubon Society.

Male Red-bellied
Woodpecker
Photo by
Sandra Moore.

Think spring!
Think Birdathon
2011!

Eagle scout
project at
Derby Hill By Niles Brown

Spring is just around the corner! The titmice are
already singing. So, it it not too early to start thinking
about Birdathon 2011. Mark your calendars now for
May 21, 2011!

On October 24th 2010 Schuyler Witschi received his
Eagle Scout award. Schuyler is a member of Scout
troop 223 in Syracuse. To receive the eagle award a
scout must already have earned his life scouting award.
He then must develop, plan, and give leadership to
others in a service project for his religious institution,
school, or his community.

This event is scheduled to occur at the peak of
migration, when the greatest variety of birds can be
found in our area – a great day to be out birding. This
year the event is on the latest possible date, so some
of difficult-to-find species like Brant, shorebirds
and local breeders such as cuckoos and flycatchers
may be easier to find. Of course, the shift toward
local breeders should make it even more difficult to
find more birds than the Woodcocks team, so start
planning early!

How Birdathon Works
Who: Birdathon is open to all birders and birdwatchers.
Family groups, students and experienced birders are
all welcome.
Where: Bird any locations you like within Kingbird
Region 5, whether it be wide-ranging or just your
neighborhood. The region includes Onondaga,
Oswego, Madison, Oneida, and Herkimer Counties,
plus Cayuga County north of Route 31. Online map
is at www.nybirds.org/regionmap.htm
When: May 21, 2011, the third Saturday in May, from
midnight Friday to midnight Saturday, for as many
hours (or few) as you like.

Schuyler with the help of his father, and Bernie Carr,
among others, came up with a project to benefit the
Derby Hill Sanctuary. The end result was a two part
project. Part one was the renovation of the Blue Bird
trail at Derby Hill. Included was the replacement and
movement of many of the nest boxes. The most evident
part of the project was the re-staining and repair of
the 3 informational kiosks. Help for the project came
from many folks. John Rogers a Blue Bird expert
from Brewerton give the troop an introduction to Blue
Birds and helped them make the replacement nests.
Judy Thurber helped the scouts and parents select the
spots to place the nests.
2010 was the 100th anniversary of the Boy Scouts of
America. The event was held at the Dewitt Community
Church. Onondaga Audubon Society appreciates all the
work that scouts have done over the years to improve
our sanctuaries. With out their help and the help of
countless other volunteers Noyes and Derby Hill would
not be the environmental assets that they are.

Count: Record the name of each species that you
identify by sight and/or sound – no need to count
individual birds. Honor system please! Report only
those species that you are sure of.
Rules: Sign up in advance. Have fun! Stay safe!
Fund-raising: This is an important funding source
for OAS. Lining up sponsors is optional, but definitely
encouraged!
Contact: Ken or Rose Burdick, at (315) 6855571, via e-mail at OAS.Birdathon@verizon.net or
KenBurdick@ieee.org, or by mail at 5 East Lake St.,
Skaneateles, NY, 13152. Please let us know if you
prefer receiving materials by e-mail.
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Fantastic Opportunity!
Maine Audubon Camp Scholarship

July 14-July 19, 2011

The Onondaga Audubon Society is pleased to offer the Ruth Engelbrecht Scholarship to an educator who
wishes to learn how to engage children with nature. We will award $995 to a teacher (or administrator) who
would like to attend Sharing Nature: An Educator’s Week on beautiful Hog Island, northeast of Portland. (The
scholarship covers everything except for travel expenses.)
The week at Audubon camp is filled with multi-disciplinary
workshops and popular field trips. Because the session
was designed for both science and non-science educators,
everyone will come away from this experience filled with
ideas to use in their classrooms. Jennifer Fee, Manager
of K-12 Programs at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology,
will present activities from Cornell Lab’s Bird Sleuth
curriculum. She shows how inquiry-based lessons will get
your students outdoors to “participate in citizen science,
invite them to conduct their own investigations about local
birds, and engage them in high-tech and hands-on activities
that will lead to science and math understandings.”

Double Rainbow over Hog Island, Maine.
Photo from Project Puffin website: http://web4.
audubon.org/bird/puffin/OrnithCamps.html

A visit to the restored Atlantic Puffin and seabird colony as well as time to explore spruce forest and intertidal
zones round out the Hog Island experience. And let’s not forget the fantastic meals and the chance to network
with fellow nature lovers.
The accommodations at Hog Island are in authentic early 20th-century buildings at the water’s edge. More
details are available on the following website: www.projectpuffin.org/OrnithCamps.html.
If you think that you would
enjoy participating in Sharing
Nature: An Educator’s Week,
you can download an application
for the Ruth Engelbrecht
Scholarship from the Onondaga
Audubon website: http://www.
onondagaaudubon.org.

Photo by Jason Mauro

Applications should be sent to: Onondaga Audubon Society, P.O. Box 620,
Syracuse, NY 13201 and must be postmarked by February 7, 2011. The
winner will notified by February 15, 2011.
We look forward to hearing from you!
Onondaga Audubon Society Education Committee
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SANCTUARY
COMMITTEE

Onondaga Audubon would like to extend
a Thank you to the managers at the
Fairmount and Dewitt Wegmans stores
for their generous donations to Onondaga
Audubon for the Nysoa meeting. These
donations covered the beverages and snacks
provided during the Saturday activities at
the Montezuma Audubon Center.

As I write this, the forecast for the upcoming weekend
is for the temperature to dip below zero, not a
forecast that has one thinking about spring migration.
However, as you read this, the beginning of the Derby
Hill season will be only one short month away. Seth
Cutright should be back in residence by March 1st,
and hopefully, the south winds will blow.
Just a reminder while we await the return of spring,
there is another OAS sanctuary that is quite lovely
in the winter. Snowshoeing the trails of the Noyes
Sanctuary, whether through the interior sections
or along the magnificent lakeshore, can be very
rewarding.
The Derby Hill Bird Observatory Newsletter was sent
out in November, and since then, we have had a fairly
good response of people renewing their membership
support. We are hoping that we will have a resurgence
of support from those who, for one reason or another,
have not donated to Derby Hill over the last year or
so. (At least the Dow is up!) We are also hoping
that new members will join us so that we can build
our annual contributions to a level that will cover all
Derby Hill costs.

THANK YOU!!
Just a note....
Among the license plates seen at the NYSOA
conference were those from Ontario, Canada, Texas,
New Jersey, Minnesota and Florida. Participants
came from far and wide!

Finally, I want to note the passing of Walt Stewart.
For many years, Walt was the face of Derby Hill. His
love not just of hawks, but of Derby Hill itself was
obvious to anyone who met him there, and his affable
manner made visitors, old and new, feel comfortable
and welcome. Over the last few years, Walt was less
able to come to the Hill, but he always made a few
visits. We will miss those visits. Derby Hill has lost
someone very special.
Dave Muir, Sanctuary Chairperson

Please Note:
Double bed sheets and folding
chairs are needed at Derby Hill.
Contact Dave Muir, 315 673-4875

Walt Stewart, the face of Derby Hill.
Photo taken at Derby Hill
by Laurie Stewart.
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President’s Report
Since my last report in the Kestrel many items of note
have occurred. These include:
 OAS will participate in year two of a project on
American Kestrel decline and what people can
do to help this handsome little raptor that serves
as our symbol . Last year’s project generated
nest boxes at several sites and a handsome Bob
McNamara interpretive panel at Derby Hill. This
year’s project will include a “Kestrel Festival” at
Derby Hill 23 April 2011 and other public outreach
efforts. Thus with the Derby Hill spring migration
season fast approaching there are more reasons to
visit the lookouts this year.
 It is with great thanks that I announce
that OAS has been notif ied of a bequest
of $10,000 from the estate of long-time
member Ruth Knight. When received this
gift will greatly aid us in our mission. We
are grateful for Ruth remembering us in her
will. Such bequests are a wonderful way to
contribute to the f inancial well-being of
Onondaga Audubon in the long-term.
 I regret to report the passing of Walt Stewart of
Mexico NY, a “Derby Hill regular” for much of
the last two decades. Walt was honored in the past
for his volunteer contributions to OAS at Derby
Hill and he will be greatly missed as his favorite
hawk, Osprey, soar past the North Lookout.
 From 22-24 October 2010 OAS hosted the New
York State Ornithological Association meeting in
Auburn and at the Montezuma Audubon Center.
It was a great event with field trips that included
a Gray Kingbird. The NYSOA young birders
club comprised of persons 10-18 years old was
well represented and thrilled to be among those
seeing the Gray Kingbird. The Saturday evening
banquet at the Springside in Auburn featured the
OAS recognizing the decades of service of Marge
Rusk and Dorothy Crumb to the birds and birders
of New York State. In addition to extraordinary
food, Richard Crossley of Cape May NJ gave a
superb program on the future of birding. This
great event raised the OAS profile in the NYS
bird and ornithological community. Success
would not have been possible without all those
OAS members and others who contributed to this
meeting. I particularly wish to thank Frank Moses
and his staff of the Montezuma Audubon Center
for co-hosting this event. Member of the OAS host
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committee largely responsible for our success
are Maryanne Adams, Shanti Shoemacher, Liz
Williams, Bill Purcell, Gene Huggins, Carol
Adams and Diane Emord. Many thanks to all for
making it a great event.
 Due to a forgetful president and changes in the
Kestrel Schedule we failed to do an annual appeal
in 2010. I would encourage anyone who wishes to
do so as we always need these funds.
 2011 is the first year where OAS has gone to a
calendar year system for local memberships.
Please renew your local membership or join
ASAP. Thanks.
See you at Derby Hill soon!
Gerry Smith, Onondaga Audubon President

Photos from the NYSOA meeting.
Photos by Ken Hodgson.
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Field trips
Field trips are free and open to the public.
Novice birders (and non-birders too!) are

welcome. If you are planning to join us on a field trip,
you should notify the leader whose telephone number
is listed with the trip details. Please call at a reasonable
hour as most birders turn in early. Carpooling from the
meeting place is encouraged. If your schedule allows
you to join the carpool, do remember to offer to help
the driver with the cost of gas.
Occasionally changes in published field trips and/or
additional trips are announced on the OAS website
http://www.onondagaaudubon.org.
Oswego River
February 19th, Saturday
Bill Purcell
wpurcell@twcny.rr.com

Derby Hill/Eastern Lake Ontario Region
March 26th, Saturday		
About ¾ of a day
Gerry Smith
771-6902
Gerry will lead a field trip at Derby Hill to see what
there is to see for hawks. If wind direction and weather
conditions do not permit this, then will look for
waterfowl and March migrants along the eastern shore
of Lake Ontario. Binoculars are a must for this trip.
Will meet at south parking lot of the Derby Hill Bird
Observatory at 9 AM. Please call Gerry ahead of time
(771-6902) so possible car pools can be arranged.
Bald Eagle drying off after a
shower in a Norfolk Pine on
Pine Island Fl.
Photo by Maryanne Adams

LEAD YOUR OWN
May 21, Saturday
about ½ day
Ken & Rose Burdick		
685-5571
Sign up for Birdathon, and take your group out to the
Join Bill on a trip to look for waterfowl and gulls along
locations of your choice, public or private. Any time
the Oswego River. Trip should last 4-5 hours depending
during the day Saturday. Car-pooling is encouraged.
on conditions and birds. Trip may be moved to Sunday Contact Ken or Rose for details on how to sign up
the 20th if the weather on the 19th is bad. Please contact for Birdathon. Also, see the announcement in this
Bill for details.
newsletter.
½ of a day
382-2871
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